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Berlin Gets SOS to Return to U. S. 


As Music Pub Biz Turmoil Increases 


Internal complications within the? 
Irving Berlin, Inc., music eS atl 





Necessary Prop 








setup, stemming from failure to pay ; ee 3 : 

the same bonuses as last Christmas Since Variety’ has gone on the 
(from three weeks’ salary up to eight air, the walls in the office are 
weeks), plus other factors, may now lined with cases of Alka- 
chase Irving Berlin back to pen ed Seltzer. 

as soon as his ‘This Is the Army’ tour | 

is completed in England and Ireland. | 

He has practically wound up the 
British tour, and is due for some | ar ~" e om a S 
three weeks in North Ireland. While 


it is known to have been the song- | 
smith’s ambition to also play for our | 
troops in North Africa, Italy, etc. | ikes ‘ 1X 


he is being SOS’d to come home by 


DEPT. 
ul 











SON RANK 


Endorses American Film 
Industry’s Post-War Plan- 
ning But Cautions About 
the Sherman Act—Holly- 
wood’s Dickering with 
Britain’s J. Arthur Rank 
Gets the O.O. in D.C. 


‘DON’T DIVIDE WORLD’ 





his colleagues and attorneys in New } With industrial manpower prob- 
York, | lems highlighted by strikes and other | 
The strain between Berlin and his| disputes during the past year, the} 
longtime partner, Sau] H. Bornstein, | War Department is intensifying ac- | 
for 25 years the v.p. and g.m. of | tivity in production and distribution | 
| 


of films to improve civilian morale. 


Berlin, Inc., is no trade secret. Bring- 














ing matters to a head may be pos- 
Sible pay increases to certain of the 
Bornstein faction. Meantime, Ber- 
lin’s own bunch, within the corpo- 
ration, who had expected the same 
Xmas bonuses as last year, found 
(Continued on page 63) 


10 Teams of 2 Stars 
Each Will Tour 100 
Key Cities for Bonds 


Charles P. Skouras, national chair- 
man of the industry’s Fourth War 
Loan campaign, states that film stars 





covering over 100 
with the 


will make a tour 
key cities in connection 
drive. 

One group of stars, 
10 teams of two players, 
large industrial areas but 
appear in theatres or other 
ment places. Another 
Stars will be assigned to nine ‘Bond 
Battalions,’ one for each of the Army | 


consisting of 
will visit 
will not 
amuse- 


Service Command areas in the 
Ll S&S. These battalions, accompanied 
by a group of war veterans, will 


make one-day stands, 
Army transport planes. 


travelling in 





Bonifaces’ Lesson From 
NSG New Yr.’s Eve Biz 
The disappointing New Year's Eve | 


business, in New York particularly 
is regarded by the show-wise bunch 


as a good object lesson all around. | 
re-educate the | 


The latter say it may 
sudden-rich nitery managements | 
about thinking a little more about | 
their clientele, planning their wel-| 
fare, looking to the future, etc.. when 
the loose war -spending dollars aren't 
as free, and less to the idea of pack- 
ing ‘em in, with the customer be 
durned. 

Some 
earlier 


_ Spots had better grosses 
in the week a on the Sat- 


urday after the Friday (31) eve. It 
} 

al] points to two adidndin An ‘over- 
Selling’ of ‘it's New Year’s Eve on 


Broadway every night,’ so that the 
to go} 


| 


less-hardy folk didn't want 
(Continued on page 62 





group of | 


Understood that the appointment 


of Arthur L. Mayer, who has been 
serving on the film industry’s War | 
Activities Committee, to a post in| 


the War Department, is in line with 


| this development. 


From accounts War Department 
heads are particularly interested in 
getting maximum results from those 
government pictures made for exhi- 
bition to war plant workers. Work 
stoppages have keyed up officials to 
necessity of impressing war work- 
ers with the dangers to the war 
effort resulting from such delays. 

War Department reportedly ap- 
pointed an advisory committee, from 
the film industry, to .id in the prob- 
lem of producing end distributing 
films to war plants. This commit- 
tee consisted of Lt. Col. 
Cohen, Tom Connors and Leonard 
Goldenson. 

Arthur Mayer 
centralization of 
film ac- 


Appointment of 
may result in the 
this phase of government 


| tivity. 


| 
| 








‘SHOW BIZ ALSO HOT 
ON SOLDIER VOTE PLANS 


Show biz is very het up about the 
Soldier vote question, with many or- 


| ganizations around New York band- 


} 


| Local 802, 


ing together in an effort to gain pop-| 
| ular sentiment for people in the en-|drew an otherwise poor press 
uniform, re| 
Although 


tertainment biz now in 
| their right to cast a ballot. 
there is no One central committee or- 
ganized to coordinate the activities of 
the various branches of show biz. 
Actors Equity, Local 802 of the Mu- 
sicians Union, and folk from the the- 
atre, film industry, music biz and 
many notables have expressed a will- 
ingness to help in the drive. 
Typical of the activity now 
place is the Win The War Council of 
New York Musicians 
Union, which has been circulating 
petitions to its members 
ceived some 2,000 signatures. Peti- 
tions have also been circulated 
through top agencies 
liam Morris, Music Corp. of America. 
General Amusement, as well as most 
(Continued on page 56) 


Emanuel | 


taking | 


and has re-| 


such as Wil-} 


Washington, Jan. 11. 

Department of 
gating negotiations 
thur Rank, kingpin of the 
film industry, and several 
| studios, in the belief that the first 
cartel in the production and 


Justice is investi- 
between J. Ar- 
British 


| world 


allot 


ANGLO-U.S. PIX ‘CARTEL 





Legit Producers Seeking Sponsors 


Anti-Trust Division Chief | 


American | 
| in an effort to find a solution to con- 


| proportions in Gotham. 


distribution of motion pictures may | 
b- in the making. 
Probe has been ordered by Wen- | 


dell Berge, chief of the department's 
anti-trust division, and is nowvin the 
(Continued on page 34) 





Rascoe’s Comments On 
2 Bway Legits in N. Y. 
Daily Excites Plenty Talk 


Broadway press agents were 
last week over the play coverage in 
the N.Y. World-Telegram, and news- 
papermen commented on the ‘pecu- 
liar’ tactics used. 

Daily’s critic, Burton 
not like ‘Over 21,’ at the Music Box, 
and his was the sole dissenting notice 
among Tuesday's (4) press. Follow- 
ing day the reviewer took another 
poke at ‘Over 21, and on Thursday 
(6) slapped it. down. 1n- conjunction 
with his notice on ‘Ramshackle Inn,’ 
| w hich opened at the Royale the night 
|before. ‘Over 21’ is clearly indi- 
cated to be a hit by the virtually 
| capacity first week's business. 





and 
One 
publicity man expressed the opinion 
that he preferred a negative notice 
World-Telly for any @beav. he 
represented; a favorable review 
| there, he said, might be ‘the ki 
death.’ Rascoe’s notice on ‘Inn’ 
headed ‘Masterpiece of Corn’ and the 
lead said: ‘It is a play that is not 
irritatingly (and even disgustingly) 
bad like ‘Over 21.’ He then referred 
to three ‘puerilely bad’ plays whick 
unquestioned flops but 
play I recommend is like ‘Arsenic 
|and Old Lace,’ a play so preposier- 
(Continued on page 62) 


‘Inn’ is rated a doubtless entry 
lin the 


ss ol 


was 


nic 


| were 


| 











More 1944 Greetings 
FROM LONDON 
| On Pages 32 to 35 


| 


For Radio Versions of B way Clicks 


# John Wildberg and Cheryl Craw- 
ford, the Theatre Guild and the Shue 
berts are seriously considering plac- 
many of their stage properties on 





’ 
It’s Here 
When the American and Brit- | 1ngs 


ish air forces announce that the | the air with commercial sponsorship, 
rocket plane is here, it is time | Shuberts, with Harry Kaufman, 
to start thinking that maybe | their general manager, handling, 
Superman ain't kiddin’, | have two sponsors interested in a 


weekly series of operettas using 











agog | 


Rascoe, did | 


ae i a EPNNERERE 


| 





name Metropolitan Opera singers. 


The deal would involve more than 

Va or {0 Pus | $1,000,000 for operettas, stars and air 
y | time. 

| Wildberg and Miss Crawford are 


currently putting the finishing touch- 


9 
B Wa live lr es on a half-hour musical show based 
on their current Broadway success 


| ‘One Touch of Venus,’ and scripts 
A curfew for minors is likely to} will start making the rounds of ad- 
be recommended to Mayor La Guar-/} vertising agencies before the end of 


dia and Police Commissioner Louis | the month. Other Wildberg-Craw- 
Valentine in order to combat the} ford plays which have been pro- 
juvenile delinquency problem in| duced are being scripted for radio 

New York. A commiftee composed Theatre Guild execs have been 
of the clergy, wees clubs, civic | huddling for weeks on various ways 
and welfare organizations has been | to tackle radio. Understood idea of 


meeting pail for about a month| presenting Guild stars in tha 
group's plays on drama shows, leng 
of which has not been decided, is i? 


lead .at — 


‘Blind Writer r Sells 


~~ wt ot 


ditions which has reached scandalous 


The committee, at its last meeting 
Jan. 4 at the 54th St. police station, 
discussed various remedies, but cur- 
few seems to be the one which will 


most likely be adopted for recom- | ) NBC F 
mendation to the Mayor. It is ex- | rama to ; or 
pected that final program will be | 


drawn at a meeting to be held this 
week. | 

Problem of mechanics of curfew 
will also be ironed out at this con- 
fab. Committee-members will decide 
whether juves will be chased off the 


Although blind, Sherman S. Clark, 
of Beverly Hills, started off on 
the right foot in his new vocation 
as a radio writer by selling NBC a 


(Continued on page | 62) | dramatic seript last week for its 

: i ll |} recorded series, ‘Stand by for -Ad- 

Sin | venture.” Clark reads by Braille 

T ly’ N B Mc H and his wife types scripts from play- 
a u $ ext y oss art backs of a ‘talking book machine,’ 


Bankhead’s next Broad-| which is similar to a phonograph. 
will be specially authored! Clark's brother is Fred Clark, 
for her by Moss Hart. | chairman of the American Economic 
Playwright will produce it. It! Foundation, which broadcasts the 
waits upon his return from his 20th- | ‘Wake Up America’ forum. Latter 


Tallulah 
way play 


Fox writing chore, , adapting his} is also secretary of the Metropolitan : 

eer va r oT 4 ’ oe ‘ 

Winged- Victory. ee ee nn eee, ae Zy ™ 
a 





































































The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 














Conducted by 


~~ Phil Spitalny 
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WB Starts $500,000 


Suit Vs. SAG 


Over ‘Hollywood Canteen’ Crisis 





Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

A $500,000 damage suit and an in-} 
junction to restrain the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild from enforcing Rule 33} 
against Warner Bros. Studio anent| 
the production of-‘Hollywood Can-| 
teen’ filed in Superior Court} 
this (Tues.) afternoon by Fresdon &| 


Was 


Files, attorneys for Warners, against 
he SAG, James Cagney. presi- 
dent: John Dales, Jr., executive s¢ 
retary, and every dividual 
be of « ect 
S allege violation oO t 
t ef ent between ( (Gulla a { 
Producers Association pacted in 1937 
t t Awa 
Compiaint allege inal GG 
threatened to restrict 
‘other than those already under con- 
to Warners) from working in} 


‘Canteen,’ and threatened to charge} 
who did with conduct unbe- 
coming Guild members, 


those 


disci- 


Via 


pline, suspension and expulsion if 
they worked in the picture for less 
than their established salary, either} 


weekly or per picture 
Warners asks $500,000 for stoppage’ 


. 7 4 + . , } } 
due to Guild action after picture had 
} + . } \ lf 1 
been in work three and a half week 

tends if Rule 33 stands it 


Studio con 
) 
i 


mean the junking of the ‘Can- 


teen’ film, if full salaries must be 
paid stars and featured players for 
walk-through parts or a few hours’ 
work 

Trouble began when Warners of- 


fered to produce an all-star picture] 
based on the patriotic work of the! 
local Canteen, something like ‘Stage| 
Door Canteen’ but with a Hollywood 
angle. The local Canteen was to 
profit by a down payment of $250,000 | 
and a percentage of the profits on the} 
picture. It sounded patriotic enough 
until the Guild swung into action 
with Rule 33, which provides that a 
film player must be paid according | 
to his or her customary stipend. 

Warners has an imposing collection 
of stars under contract but not 
enough for the script of ‘Hollywood 
Canteen,’ which calls for more mar- 
quee names than any one studio can 
muster. Other major lots, for busi-|} 
ness reasons, were averse to lending | 
their high-salaried stars to Warners! 
for bit parts, which put it up to the 
freelancers. That is where the Guild 
came in, charging the studio with 
‘coercion and cutrate tactics for its 
own profit under the guise of pa- 
triotism.’ 


Rebuttal 

In answer to certain WB state- | 
ments, Jack Dales, executive secre- | 
tary of SAG, declared: 

‘No matter how many words War- 
ner Bros, use to explain its position, 
the basic fact remains that Warner 
Bros. plan to get approximately 10 
star names for its picture for a bud- 
get of $25,000. That would mean an 
average compensation of $2,500 per 
star. This was frankly admitted to 
Guild representatives by Warners 
casting director when the question of 
‘Hollywood Canteen’ production first 
came up. 

‘The Guild can put no other inter-| 
pretation on Warner Bros. action 





ent at cutrates under the pressure of | 
a patriotic picture. No producer in| 
the ordinary course of events would | 
start a production calling for the use 
of 10 stars with whom he had no} 
commitments or contract relation- 
ships without having in advance of} 
production negotiated an understand- 
ing on wages with those stars.’ 


— . eee -_ 


Conover’s Gag Billings 
For Models Pay Off 


Harry Conover, the model agency 
man, who has come to the fore with 
gag billings for his beauts—Choo- 
choo Johnson, Chili Williams, Mel- 
ody Thomson, et al.—now retains 
proprietary rights in the novelty 
names he christens his girls with. 

Thus, under the Warner Bros. deal 
for Chili Williams, highly public- 
ized Conover model ‘Life. e‘c.), the 
agency head gets a sizable contract 
from the studio, in addition to the 
deal for Miss Williams, widely 
ballyhooed pinup sgl. 





Regan, 20th Dissolve 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Phil Regan and 20th-Fox 
called off their contract by 
consent, . 
Singer’s last job on the Westwood 


have | 
mutual 


Hodiak’s Break 


A friendly gesture to Canada 
Lee, who was testing for a role 
in ‘Lifeboat.’ also got John Ho- 
diak that nifty assignment as the 


ardent Czech in the same 20th- 
Fox film. 

Hodiak came over with the 
Negro actor when Lee was being 
tested, but when Alfred Hitch- 

saw Hodiak he-also signed 


it player on the spot, 


Willard Sues for That 
Awful Beating He Took 








s Angeles, Jat 

Jess Willard. who lost the heavyv- 
weight title to Jack Dempsey in To- 
ledo back in 1919, has filed suit 
against 20th-Fox for an accounting 
and share of the profits of the pic- 
tures of that fight. Film was used 
as part of the production, ‘The Great 
American Broadcast,’ without 
permission he charges. 

Former champ maintains he o 
a one-third interest in the fight filn 
with Dempsey and the late Tex Rick- | 


ard. 





The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 





My wife Joyce is writing an au- 
tobiography after living with me for 
two years. - It’s titled, ‘Life With 
Bother.’ 

It won't be long, I hope, before 
that maxim is changed to, ‘When in 
Rome do as the Americans do.” 

Understand that the Music Hall. 
which is showing Madame Curie, 
had to tone down the wattage on its 
projector. The people in 
three rows were getting X-Rayed. 
A couple of more weeks of that pic- 


| took 

















82nd 
KEN MURRAY’S 


WEEK! 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. | 


anothe 


abe l think Lhe re is 

evening in the theatre like it ht tha 
CounLryV. After sceing some of the 
beige iVish musicals around New 
Yor! ind hearing a few scattered 
lauchs during the evening It is a 
pleasure to go to ‘Blackouts’ and 
hear a laugh a mi 8 


“FRED ALLEN. 


Cummings Wants $10,000 
For His Walkout at U 


Los Ans 
Robert Cummings 
the witness stand in Federal 
and demanded $10.000 in back 


contract suit against the 





eles, Jan. 11. 


court 


salary in his 


| Studlo. 


the first | 


ture and it will have to change its 


producer we're going to make a pic- 
ture about a poker game. We'll call 
it ‘Flush and Fantasy.’ 

In the battle for Russia, Hitler’s 
raute is turning into more of a rout 


| name to the Radium City Music|! 
Hall, 
And if we ever become a movie 


.Will the news of Hitler’s death | 


be printed 
umn? 
With the shortage of eligible men 
1944 to some girls may become 
known as Weap Year. 
Theme song for post-war stock- 
ings: Rayon, Rayon, Go Away.’ 


in the Oblitzuary 


col- | 


| contract is 


Actor. who was suspended several 
weeks ago for refusal to play an as- 


signed role, testified that the com- 
pany broke the contract through 
failure to restore him to the payroll. 


Games of Chance Are 
Banned From M-G Lot 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Slickers on the Metro lot were 
warned to fold up their punchboards, 
raffies, lotteries and other question- 
able games of chance, or the studio 
chief of police will get them. 

Listed among the not-so-legal en- 
terprises were raffles for autos, type- 
wriiers, watches, electric razors and 
a weekly cash prize of $1,000. 


Metro Signs Model 


Eugenia (Melody) Thomson, Con- 
over model, has been pacted by 
Metro and goes on salary pronto at 
$300 a week pending her Hollywood 
novitiate. She checks in Feb, 1. 

Cover girl nixed a $250-a-week bid 
from 20th-Fox because the Metro 
sans testing and starts 


at once. 











New York Runaround 


By Radie Harris 








Eleanor Lynn, who hasn't been seen on the local boards since ‘Strip For 
Action,’ will play the femme lead In Arthur Kober’s comedy, ‘Dear Bella’ 
...[t is the same sort of role which brought Katharine Locke critical 
than that of an effort to get star tal-| hozannas in Kober’s ‘Having Wonderful Time’.. .coincidentally, Miss Lynn 

is now the wife of Morris Helprin, former groom of Miss Locke...don’t 
be surprised to find Ethel Merman singing the role of ‘Sadie Thompson’ 


vehicle fer Otis Skinner in 1911. 


Jerry, is bein 


jerry, 1 ig paged for the sister role in M-G's ‘Nationa}_ Velvet’... add 
artivais: Marthe Seett at the Gotham... .Natiey Melly at ine Pierre...ZaSu 
Pitts at the Ambassador ..Marjorie Gateson is houseguest of her sister 
in Kew Gardens. ..now it’s Lucy Munroe who is writing a book of memoirs 
and calling it ‘Oh Say Did I See!’...do those huddles between Gertrude 
Lawrence and Jed Harris signify that Jed has the play that Gertie’s been 
looking for?...the latest wrinkle of actresses turning playwrights to write 
themselves their best roles (to wit: Ruth Gordon in ‘Over 21’ and Uka 
Chase in ‘In Bed We Cry’) will continue when Margaret Curtis assumes 
the leading role in ‘Highland Fling,’ by Margaret Curtis...Dorothy di 
Frasso is seriously ailing in Mexico...a correspondent from England re- 
ports that Lendon is so overrun with our boys that the paraphrase now 
is, ‘Hush, an Englishman is heard on Berkeley Square!’ 


in the Howard Dietz-Vernon Duke musical version of ‘Rain’...Lt. Com. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has joined his wife and children at Newport, | 
where he will recuperate from an illness that robbed him of 15 pounds, 
before reporting for active duty again...Alan Reed is planning to turn 
producer with a revival of ‘Sancho Panza,’ which served as a starring 
-Reed hopes to have Jack Wilson join 
forces with him.. Jimmy and Bianca Stroock’s photogenic 18-year-old 


Out of the Mouth of Near-Venus 
Marlene Dietrich talking: “In spite of all the rumors to the contrary, 


Universal actor, | 





lot was in ‘Sweet Rosie O'Grady.’ 


Iam not going around kicking any part of my anatomy for turning 
down ‘One Touch of Venus,’ because it turned out to be such a success 
and Mary Martin’s performance the toast of the town. I know this is 
supposed to be a slap in the face at my lack of judgment, but I still 
think that the reason I refused the part last summer is still the right 
reason NOW. I turned it down then because the role had been changed 
as originally conceived for me by Bella and Sam Spewack, to a com- 
pletely different ‘Venus’ transformed by S. J. Perelman, I didn't ap- 
prove of the change then, and I don’t now—for me.’ 


The $64 Question 


When Dame May Whitty was introduced at the Stage Door Canteen, a 


marine turned to one of the junior hostesses and asked, ‘Why do they call 
that nice old lady a ‘dame’?’ 


‘] would like to thank Mr. March 


words the night of Jan. 2. 


sonable. 


strain of being elegant to spell out 





Gertrude Lawrence verbally paid off Fredric March 
And the trouble with Miss Lawre; 
whole program is wrapped up in that sentence. 

Miss Lawrence has now been on the air many weeks but she’s stil 
very busy being very adorable, cute, coy, and oh, how divinely per. 
She’s everything except entertaining. 

Now this may be at the behest of her director, producer, sponsor. 
Who knows? On this show they haven't relaxed long enough from the 


—$——_, 


The Plight of Gertie Lawrence 


for being so, so sweet... ° 
With these 
1ce’s 


the name of the product, Revlon, 


Meanwhile, each announcer pronounces it his own way and the en. 
semble effect registers as practically being a mystery. 


Miss Lawrence is a much better performer than this program js 
permitting her to be. There are too few Gertrude Lawrences—that’s 
how good this girl is, and has been, ever since she came over for 
Charlot. 

Yet you hear her on the radio opening her show with, ‘It a privi- 
lege to appear with Mr. March..., etc. The occasion was an ¢ ode 
by A. A. Milne called ‘Michael and Mary.’ And you can guess what a 

|} couple of good performers can do to those two names, Michael and 
| Mary, when they go le—git—i—mate on you. You simply can't stand 
it, that’s all. 

It’s a crime to waste talent to this extent. The fault is not only a 
matter of material Rather it seems to be in the entire set-up Every- 
one connected with the show stands in almighty awe of Miss Law. 
rence. This can be catching in the studio; not necessarily over the air, 


the 
Miss 


the announcements, 
for 


dazZles 


an amazing transition 


tens as having reached the point w 





Altogether the program is appare 
rence’s dignity that it’ just can't think of anything else. It 


| The false radiance radiating from the program's leading personality 
commercials. 
Lawrence. 
other mediums she has chosen for herself in this country. 


It's everywhere. 
She was not 


It is 
like this in 


ntly so concerned with Miss Law- 
lis- 
here Miss Lawrence, too, is solely 


also 


| concerned with her dignity and charm. This wasn’t true when Miss 
Lawrence was in revue. Then she had no need to evén think about 
| it because her skill, her ability, as a performer took care of everything. 


Miss Lawrence's current radio program is strange indeed 
| reason 
emphasize, although the show was somewhat better Sunday (Jan. 9), 
She didn’t gush all over Brian Aherne,. 


| phasis is on dignity for the 


The em- 


that there is nothing else to 


To remedy matters Miss Lawrence might consider a walk around 
the park, a talk with Noel, or a good look at Smith and Dale. She must 
chase after her sense of humor or radio will chase Miss Lawrence 

But what the program really needs is a good pratt fall. 


Sid, 





eee 





A d Si it 
By GEORGE ROSEN 

Gene Fowler has written of John 
Barrymore in his new biography, 
‘Good Night, Sweet Prince: The Life 
and Times of John Barrymore’ 
(Viking) as perhaps no other man 
|could have done—for he has invested 
| it with the warmth, sincerity and 
| 





|deep compassionate understanding 

that comes from years of close ties 
| and association. Fowler is honest 
'enough to concede that, regardless | 
lof the artistic heights attained by- 
| the Great Profile before the anti- 
| climactic Hollywood period set in. 
Barrymore did nothing in his per- 
sonal life to merit recording for the 
ages. That he did dissipate a great 
talent is made all too clear. The 
question of whether or not Barry- 
more, on the basis of his greatness 
as an artist, merits such a place 
in the hall of fame, will perhaps 
remain a debatable point. 

As a literary work, Fowler's book 
has its limitations; at no time is it 
greater than the man of whom he 
is writing. The book is overlong, 
the mountainous accumulation of 
anecdotes, many of them pointless, 
not necessarily tending to make the 
portrayal any clearer and, in fact, 
bogging the work down with trivia. 
On the other hand, there’s a wealth 
of accumulative data that, under the 
guiding pen of Fowler’s sympathetic | 
treatment, makes for colorful, some- 
times absorbing reading, particularly 
for the showwise. That the author 
tries to forgive the weaknesses of 
the man in his acknowledgement of 
| a great artist is understandable. 

Barrymere was recognized by fe} 
| low artists and critics to have had 
the divine madness necessary to 
make a genius. But the many stories 
that reached the public within the 
past 10 years have left a trail of im- 
plications of undisciplined excesses 
and prodigious living that now over- 
shadows his artistic stature. 

His Heritage 


Alexander Woollcott’s theory was 
that another set of reflexes pos- 
sessed and sustained the Barrymores 
on stage, From his own observations 
and from others who really knew 
him as a person, it’s Fowler's con- 
clusion that Barrymore off stage was 
diffident, almost childish and timid, 
| but with great personal charm. His 
wildness was more undisciplined 
| than obsessed. From his father, 
Maurice Barrymore, a man bound 
by ne ties, either marital or pater- 
nal, he inherited tendencies and 
weaknesses that were hardly con- 
ducive to a normal social adjust- 
ment. Add to this the varied and 








undisciplined childhood that fell to 
the lot of the Barrymore children at 


their | 





the Philadelphia home of 





John Barrymore Biog Given Warmth 


Gene Fowler Book 


grandmother, Louisa Drew, and it's 
easier to understand how this color- 
ful, but not fully metured character 
was formed. 

Although brought up in the aura 
of greatness that emanated from his 
Uncle John Drew, Helena Modjeska, 
Richard Mansfield, Edwin Booth and 


Minnie Maddern Fiske, let alone 
from his parents, both John and 
Lionel fought going on the stage, 


Both wanted to be painters, but act- 
ing was the fieid that environment 
and heritage had best fitted them 
for. They loved music and painting. 
Lionel acknowledged John’s genius 
as an actor, but refused to concede 
him anything when they appeared 
together; it was a tooth and nail 
fight for every scene. 
Quarter of a Million a Year 


Barrymore had no conception of 
money or its management. He spent 
wildly and to satisfy every passing 
whim, In his 10 years in Hollywood 
he received $2,634,500, most of which 
was spent in lavish living. In the 
lean years he maintained the same 
scale of spending, with complete dis- 
regard of his dwindling resources. 
His love for his wives and children 
seemed deep and sincere; he was 
faithful to each while the feeling 
lasted, but he himself knew that he 
could not be shackled by marriage. 


Numerous anecdotes and conver- 
sations are reported by Fowler that 
allot to Barrymore deep and intro- 
spective thoughts as to his personal 
future and the possibilities of the 
success of his marriages to Michael 
Strange and Dolores Costeilo. This 
man of fabulous living, spending, 
and drinking could not discipline 
himself to life with another. In his 
last marriage, to Elaine Barrie, the 
romance of his ailing and late years, 
the corrosion of disease and drink 
had so drained the man that the 
result was a pitiful burlesque. 

Many records of physicians show 
that this self-ruination was brought 
about principally by his drinking, 
and the tragic loss of memory and 
weakening of his mental powers 
could have been checked had he 
wished to exercise proper control. 
Proof that his mind was made un- 
stable by his excesses was evidenced 
in his normal reactions during his 
sea voyage on the ‘Gypsy.’ During 
this short, but ecstatically happy 
time, when he ate, slept and lived 
a normal physical life, he revealed 
himself in his sea log as an énthusi- 
astic lover of beauty and an enrap- 
tured observer of nature. He rev- 
elled in reading the classics, both 
prose and poetry, and recorded in 
the log, which was placed at Fow- 
ler's disposal, exquisite appreciations 
of beauty, 
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RKO Mulls Own 
Radio Package 


RKO execs have been mulling a 
new radio venture for several 
months which, if adopted, would be 
in the form of a regular program, At 
one time a plan diseussed reportedly 
involved cost of over $300,000 an- 
nually to the studio, with talent from 
the lot used for the air show. 

First plans, from accounts, might 
have led to a revision of current 
radio exploitation methods employed 


by RKO, which have so far proved} 
: | 





successful. 
RKO toppers are now considering 


the studio commissary. 

In case of Warners and other stu- 
various national advertisers 
have in recent months offered to pay 
the studios as much as $10,000 weekly 
for packaged talent foi radio pro- 
grams. 


dio, 


| 


Toscanini Makes Gratis 
OWI Pic; Turned Down 





2506 for Film 3 Yrs. Ago Parkes Cadman each launched press broad- 


isides against the screen just before taking 
‘respective ships out of the country. 


After turning down an offer of 
$250,000 to make a single picture 
three years ago, Arturo Toscanini | 


did an about-face recently and of--| 
fered his services, gratis, to the Mo- 


Division of the OWI. The result | 
was a short completed on Wednes- | 
day (5). Film was shot behind | 
locked doors at NBC, New York, and 
informal takes were made at the 
maestro’s Riverdale, N. Y., estate. 
Featured in the short, which will | 
soon be distributed overseas, are the | 


Metropolitan Opera tenor, as soloist, | 
supported by the Westminster Choir. 
Short opens with the orch playing 
Verdi's overture from ‘La Forza del 
Destino’ and is highlighted by the 
maestro’s arrangement of Verdi's 
‘Hymn of Nations’ and the United 
Nations’ anthems with Peerce and 
the Westminster Choir. The Gari- 
paldi Hymn provides the background 





music for the informal shots taken 
at Toscanini’s estate. | 

Short was produced by Philip | 
Dunne, who scripted ‘How Green | 


Was My Valley,’ with Irving Lerner 
directing, Peter Glushanok, Boris 
Kaufman, Don Malkames were the 
cameramen under the supervision of 
Alexander Hackenschmied. 

Robert Sherwood, deputy director 
of the Overseas Branch of the OWI, 
and Robert Riskin, Chief of the OWI 
Motion Picture Bureau, were in 
charge of the proceedings. 


PAR COLLEAGUES FETE 
ZUKOR ON HIS 71ST 


Hitting 71 years Friday (7), ond | 
saving he never felt more fit, still | 
being able to have his martinis now | 
and then, Adolph Zukor was tendered | 
a lunch on the occasion of his birth- 
day at the Astor hotel, N. Y., by ex-! 
ecutive associates in Paramount. The. 
current marks the 32d | 
anniversary of the company Zukor | 
founded, originally in 1912 being | 
known as Famous Players Film Co. | 

Chairman of the board of the pres- | 
ent Par company, Zukor is at his | 
office regularly in the Par building, | 
and takes on active hand in its af-| 
fairs, keeping in close touch with all | 
key executives, policies, plans, ete. 








month also 
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How About ‘Girl I’d 
Like to Burn With’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. | 


LOOK, MR. PEGLER 





‘It is a dirty industry in which dirty men 
of shady background have great influence.’ 
That’s you, Peg, as of Jan. 4th, in your syn- 
dicated column talking about the picture 


business. 


Whoa, Peg. Let’s look around a minute. 


The picture business has no halo shining 
over its perspiring brow. At least, we don’t 
know of anyone connected with the business 
who ever made such a claim. But once upon 


a time, Peg, and it wasn’t so 


people of the screen were put on the stove 
by the Legion of Decency, the Catholic or- 
a morning broadcast, emanating from | ganization which concentrates on and patrols 
| the amusement field—principally pictures. 


That attack was a tough one, Peg, because 
not only the Legion, but many 


elements joined it. 


In fact, at one time it got 


strange fingers on as many instruments of 
destruction pointed our 
dropped any idea of even being indignant. 
It’s an enlightening experience to look down 


way. Peg, we 


the barrel of a .45 when you don’t know the 


long ago, the 


get the stuff. 


other reform 


so bad that city editors were quoting state- 


ments in their papers from third assistant 


rabbis on picture production 


even the manner of the distribution of pic- 
Besides which Cardinal Dougherty, 


tures. 


Archbishop Curley, and the 


In other words, Peg, no matter what you 
/may say about the picture business at any 
tion Picture Bureau of the Overseas | time, it could never equal what was said in 
during that 


and out of print 
Decency fight. 


However, you talk about the picture lead- 
ers having been practically the accomplices 


of Willie Bioff, that cherub, 
slipped him coin. 


a gun at your belly, threatens 


bers of your family, and also your business, 
in which you and others in the same business 
have a billion dollars invested, you sort of 


lose interes® in being a hero. 


got the money you pay off—hoping he will 
grab enough rope to hang. Meanwhile, not 
only your studios but also your theatres con- 
tinue to stay open. With Bioff 
'wood, pictures and labor ought to be able to 


get along. 


We think we know a little how the picture 
men felt though, Peg, because once, coming 
back from Montreal by auto during prohibi- 
tion, we hit the border at Rouses Point at 
3 am. And as we stopped for customs in- 
spection three revenue men walketl slowly 


toward our car ...each witha 


Maybe the boys did try 
NBC Symphony with Jan Peerce,/to be a little too smart and so gummed 
themselves up, Peg, but when a guy points 


and, tie this, 


late Dr. S. 


Legion oi 


because they 


you or mem- 


So, if you’ve 


out of Holly- 


Colt 45 in his that level. 


mitt. Now we didn’t know who they were, 


and they certainly didn’t know 
All we knew 


was that here were three 


who we were. 


But, geez, Peg, no one would presume to} 
say that the film industry is without fault. 
Yet, there’s another side, too. 


The picture business has done one or two 
things at various times which have won na- 
tional approval. 
ute it is doing a pip of a war job. The pub- 
lic doesn’t see all these pictures, but service 
men are or have been spending a certain 
number of hours each week studying a part 
of their ‘know how’ on the screen. 
and Navy departments know, Peg. 


Let’s keep in mind a couple of things, Peg. 
Is there any question that the picture busi- | 


There is too much else to be said. 
Fair is fair, Peg. 


man behind it. It does make a difference. 


Oh, sure. We had a case of Scotch in the | 
oil pan under the motor. Remember those | 
old chain-drive Simplex cars? 
through all right. We also understand that 


We got it 





there is no one who is a better judge of 
Scotch than Westbrook Pegler. 
with you on this one, Wes, we’d join you in| brasses, eic 
the corner and weep for the good (?) old 
days of prohibition when you could, at least, | 


| 


So were We! Palmer House idiom 


Star Hildegarde 
In Todd Musical 


Following completion of a Chicaga 
nitery date, which she opens this 
week, Hildegarde will be starred by 
Mike Todd in a Broadway musical, 
Herbert Fields is doing the book, 
Cole Porter the lyrics. 

Ran Wilde's orchestra will accome 
pany Hildegarde at the Palmer 
House, Chicago, where she opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for a three-month 


Stay. He is considered more in the 

With heavier 

Bob Grant, in view of 

| his transcription chores for World 

Broadcasting (Decca), and his upped 

pay at the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., pre- 

| fers to remain east, but when the 

chanteuse reiurns to the Plaza. he 
i will, of Gourse, resume wit hei 

Harry Sosnik, who is Hildegarde’s 


| 
} 


For instanee, right this min- 


People forget very easily but there is no 
reason to overlook that the picture business | 
gave to the screens of the world ‘Ben Hur,’ | 
one of the finest presentations of a religious | t’adition of the Mississippi and Ohio 
story ever conceived and worthy, as to sin-| "VCs for nearly 
cerity and delicacy of handling, of ranking | 
with the Passion Play of the Oberammergau | in Huntington, W. Va. 
Players and, incidentally, witnessed by mil- 
lions of more people. That was a long time} 
ago, true Peg, but before and since ‘Ben Hur’ 
there have been films of national and inter-| 
national import; historical and educational 
films of inestimable value in bringing home 
to a public more vividly than books these 
subjects, and particularly to a people not 
given to concern themselves with such read- 
ing matter after leaving the schoolroom. 


| 
| 
| 


|} program 





ness is basically a national asset? And, from | 
the commercial angle, can it not be said that 
the American business man owes a debt to 
American pictures? For the screen has been 
his silent salesman in many things. 





| 


No, Peg, the picture business is not’ just | 
‘a dirty industry in which dirty men of| 
shady background have great influence.’ Nor | 
can any such brushoff by you reduce it to 


Sid. 





BROTHER EXPLAINS 


LARRY HART CLAIM! 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Your item regarding the contest of 
my brother’s will entirely incorrect. 
May I please ask for correction in 





view of your reputation for accu- 
racy. Present item is damaging to} 


me and very unfair. Following facts | 
can be verified in Surrogate court. { 

First, estate falls far short of $500,- 
000. My share is 70‘c of income only, 
which ceases on my death and goes 
to Jewish Federation. William Kron’s | 
children, the children of my} 
brother's 
Lorenz Hart nad scarcely met halt a) 
dozen times during his lifetime, in- | 
herit the principal of estate and in-! 
surance on Kron’s death, as do his | 
children’s children, and on into gene- 
rations. I have never made any} 
claim that I am entitled to all of! 
the estate though that was my | 


s. business manager, whom] 


Jury to Decide Whether |LANCASTER TO ADVISE 
Cohan’s Ex-Orfice Boy Can’ ON HONEYBOY EVANS PIC 


Keep His Original Scripts Alger Lancaster, manager of Malco 


Whether Herman Ackman is to re-; Theatres at Stuttgart, Ark., and for- 


tain possession of play script orig- 
inals written in long hand by the 
late George M. whether 
they are to revert to the actor-au- 
thor’s estate, will be decided by a 
jury, 

Dennis F. O’Brien, an executor of 
the Cohan estate, sued to recapture 
the scripts, being represented by his 
law. partner, Arthur F. Driscoll, 
Emanue! A. Sfern, acthhg for 
man, inciuded in his answer an 
plication for a jury trial. 

Seven scripts contested 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (film), ‘Re- 
turn of the Vagabond,’ ‘Pigeons 
and People’ and ‘Dear Old Darling.’ 
Understood that pencilled marginal 


Cohan, or 


Maria Montez, currently warming | brother’s wish during his entire life- | notes on some scripts are of a con- 
fidential nature, for which reason | 


up for ‘The Flame of Stamboul’ at} 
Universal, will star as a prairie fire , 


in a western, still untitled, for April | 
production 


. Lawrence Kimble, who scripted | 
Flame,’ is whipping up the hoss pic- 
ture, with Jon Hall as co-star and/| 
Paul Malvern as producer. 





Stars in Her Eyes 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Metro is building up Ava Gardner. 
who recently divorced Mickey | 
Rooney, as possible star material. 
As a result of her current role in 





h 
to the limit, 


time and in all previous wills made} 
prior to June, 1943, 

As the will now stands, and this is! 
my problem, I take pot-luck on any | 
share of the estate, while a business | 
manager and his family, because of | 
undue influence and certain unhappy 
circumstances, are assured of a for- 
tune, 

Teddy Hart. 


No Studio Gawking 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Ban against studio gawkers will} 
be screwed tighter due to ‘increase | 
ing seriousness’ of visitor problem. | 
Action was taken by the Producers | 








O’Brien and Driscoll do not desire 
such material to reach strange hands. 
There is no monetary value placed 
on the scripts, since playing rights 
could not be disposed of by the de- 


fendant. Ackman was once an office 
boy for Cohan, Although he was 
later in the realty business, he 


AC k= | 


Sr. | 
ap- | 


include | 


alleges that Cohan engaged him to! 


the 
originals. 

Offer to dispose of the Cohan scripts 
was made in letters sent some months 
ago to show people by Jackson & 
Co., a downtown 


N. Y. advertising | 


firm, which withdrew from the mat- | 


ter when it was publicized. 


the scripts. 


Stated | 
6 . . . , ° . . . | | 
Three Men in White,’ studio execs | Association at a meeting Monday | that there were but three responses 


ave ordered the flacks to cut loose | (10) and affects those in uniform as! to the letters and no offers to buy | Ministry, to point up what American | | 
well as multi. | 
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Memphis, Jan, 11. 





mer partner-manager in the famous 
old-time Lasses White Minstrels, has 
accepted an offer from Metro to | 
work as technical adviser on ‘Honey | 
Boy,’ based on the life of his friend, 
George (Honeyboy) Evans, 
blackface comic of the minstrel era. 


| 
noted | | 
| 


Mickey Rooney is to play the title | 


role, according to Lancaster, who 
will go to Hollywood to help with 
the filming. 





maestro on the ‘Beat 
Wednesday 


the Band’ radio 
nights, will 


|} commute weekly to Chi as he too is 


tied up in N. Y. as a musical direc- 
tor for Decca. Jack Simpson takes 
over direction from Brace Kamman, 
who remains in N. Y. 


The War Capt. Billy Bryant Bows 
| To War, Sells Showboat, 


Will Have a Tent Show 


Capt. Billy srvant’'s Showboat. a 
half a century, has 
the war. It’s been 


serve as a wharfboat 


capitulated to 
sold and will 


Bryant intends 
vas next spring. 


going under can- 
He expects to visit 


| all the Ohio valley towns just as he 
did with the Showboat. 


MEYER DAVIS RESUMES 
PODIUM FOR FDR BALL 


Although Meyer Davis’ socialite 
bandleading is on the downbeat, he 
will take up the baton again for his 
yearly stint at the President's Birth- 
day Ball in Washington, Jan. 29. 

Davis, currently occupied 


with 


| backing and producing legit produc- 


tions, has added a piece of the Carly 
Wharton-Margaret Webster revival 
of Chekhov's ‘Cherry Orchard’ to 
his legit stable. 








a 





An Appreciation 


‘Variety’ wishes to publicly 
acknowledge its appreciation to 
those who contributed ‘guest’ 
stories to its 38th Anniversary 
Number published last week and 
date-lined Jan, 5. 

We don't know yet what 
‘Variety’s’ readers as a whole 
thought of the issue, and we care 
a great deal what they think, but 
to us the ‘guest’ authors, and the 
quality of the yarns they turned 
in, made the 38th one of the 
best Anniversary Numbers ‘Va- 
riety’ has ever issued. 
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Church Bells and Victory Sirens Wi 


Signalize Pi 

The film 
Loan drive will be- ushered in Jan.| 
18 with church bells pealing and 
victory sirens blowing for five min-| 
utes at noon in every city and state 
in the union, Alaska and Hawaii, 
under the general plan to attract | 
public attention to the campaign as) 
quickly as possible. 

Under the national chairmanship 
of Charles P. Skouras, the film in- 
dustry, in setting the sale of a bond 


+ 


for every seat as its objective, 
undertaking the greatest selling Job 
in its history. The goal of $5,500,- 
000,000 in war bond sales, if accom- 
plished, would be nearly three times 
as much as the bond sales recorded 
for the indusiry during the Third 
War Loan drive. 

All newsreels have sliced in ap- 


proximately 125 feet of film devoted 
to the campaign, the supplementary 
footage going into newsreels as of 
last Thursday (6). Trailer has for-| 
mer Gov. Al Smith addressing audi- 
ence. 
Salesmen from all film companies 
in all exchanges will carry Fourth} 
War Loan display kits, which will} 
be offered to exhibs at 75c. Ned E.| 
Depinet, chairman of the distributors | 
committee of the campaign, stated 
last week that this should provide 
greater exploitation impact in the 
sale of bonds and provide added 
stimulation for war bond preems and 
‘free movie day.’ 
Free Movie Day | 
‘Free movie day’ in the New York} 
area, meantime, originally scheduled | 
for Jan. 18, first day of the drive, | 
has been postponed until early in 
February, according to Robert Wolff, | 
distributor chairman for this area. 
Postponement was due to the fact 


industry’s Fourth War¢ 


Biz's Bond Bally 





New G.I. Show, ‘It’s the 
McCoy,’ to Hypo Bonds 


Madison, Wis., Jan. 11. 
Troupers in khaki from nearby 
Camp McCoy hope to sell $5,000,000 


in war bonds during the 12-city Wis- | 


consin tour of the soldier revue ‘It’s 
the McCoy,’ which opens with per- 
formances here Jan. 17 

In 
Racine, 


Bay, Sheboygan, 


ddition to Madison, Milwaukee, 


Oshkosh, Green 
Watertown Fond 
lu Lac, La Crosse, Marinette and 

ll see ‘It’s the McCoy.’ 
presented in 
tion with the state war 
mittee in connection with the fourth 
war loai: drive. 


Kenosha, 


Janesville, wil 
The show is co-opera- 


finance com- 





Skouras Urges Smart 
Selling in Order To 
Reach Small Buyers 


Charles P. 
industry’s 


chairman of 


War 


Skouras, 


the Fourth Loan 


campaign, last week urged exhibitors | 


to try to sell more ‘E’ bonds and 


that this would not result in the is- 


;suance of more bonds of lower de- 


nominational value whereby more 
work and actual dollar loss would be 
incurred by the Treasury. 

‘Our stated 
‘was requested by the Treasury to 


industry,’ Skouras, 


showmanize the Fourth War Loan, 


that many thea‘res had already made | the goal of which is to sell $14,000,- 


arrangements for other rallies and) 999.900 in bonds. 


special events the opening day of the 
campaign. 

Meantime, some 12,000 special cam- 
Paign trailers are now ready for 
shipment to theatres. Release dates 
on the first three of the five trailers 
are: ‘Finds a Bargain’ (Ginger 
Rogers), Jan. 18; ‘Boxoffice Maisie’ 
(Ann Sothern), Jan. 27; ‘This Is Bob 
...Fourth War Loan...Hope’ (Bob 
Hope), Feb. 6. 

Dan Michalove, head of the execu- 
tive committee of the theatres divi- 
sion, handling industry sales, held a 
meeting to complete plans for the 
drive last Friday (7) in New York. 
Earlier in the week Robert Selig, 
Denver, was appointed assistant cam- 
paign director to handle the ‘honored 
hundred’ contest. Selig is district 
manager of Fox Intermountain The- 
atres. 

Edward L, Alperson, head of the 
me.ropolitan N. Y, theatre commit- 
tee, outlined plans for four awards, 
in addition to the national awards, 
for campaign workers in the New 
York area. Awards are $100 war 
bond, first prize; $75 war bond sec- 
ond prize, and $50 war bond, third 
prize. In addition, there will be a 
$100 war bond prize to the captain 
whose theatres colleciively sell the 
greatest number of bonds over the 
quota. 

Meeting of Boston exhibs is sched- 
uled for Jan. 13, with some 250 op- 
erators expected to attend. 


Further stimulating the campaign | 


will be the launching of S. S. Carole 
Lombard on Jan. 15 at Calship, San 


Of this total, $5,- 
| 500.000.000 must be in _ individual 
sales of E, F, and G bonds. We were 
specifically asked to concentrate on 
the sale of E bonds for which the 
| goal was set at $3,000,000,000_ re- 


garded by the Treasury as the infla- | 


tionary dollars. 


‘But this does not mean that F and 


|G bond sales should not be solicited. | 


|The Treasury still is interested in 
} » 7 
ithe dollar value of all bonds. No 


to ‘fabulous’ figures of bond sales, 


Remember—we are only a spoke in| 
mey 3 I 


ithe Treasury Department’s wheel, 
cooperating with the retailers, press, 
radio and outdoor advertisers, and 
the cooperation we need from them 
and the War Finance chairmen only 
will be forthcoming if we do not 
publicize large amounts. 


ticipated that some overzealous ex- 
hibitors, in isolated instances, would 
sell four $25 bonds when the pur- 
chaser prefers a $100 bond. In order 
to simplify our contest we relied 
upon the honesty and patrictic spirit 
of every exhibitor to sell an ‘E’ bond 
for every theatre seat in the denom- 
; ination requested by the purchaser. 
| If an exhibitor sells four $25 bonds 
| when he might have sold one $100 
| bond the fact will be evident im- 
| mediately in the Treasury record. 
| Naturally, this will be taken into 
account in awarding citations for the 
‘honored hundred.’ 


Skouras last week also issued an 





| pubitelty, however, should be given | 


‘In setting up our campaign we an- | 


| Sauter Heads N.Y. Comm. 
|For Paralysis Fund Show 


; James E. Sauter, Air Features 
exec, has been appointed N. Y. agent 
'for the committee in charge of en- 
tertainment in Washington for the 
| President's birthday celebration. 
| Capital committee heads are Carter 
| Barron and John Payette. 

Sauter’s appointment, announced 
by J. Russell Young, D. C, Commis- 
sioner, is for the purpose of lining 

up talent to appear in Washington, 

Jan. 28 and 29, at annual Infantile 

Paralysis Fund show. 





Major Astoria 
Prod. to Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 11 

Production of all Army training 
films, under direction of Col. Frank 
Capra, will be shifted to the Coast. 
Technical and other footage made 
|for the Army at the Astoria (N.Y.) 
|plant will be among those to be 
moved west. Many of the 500 of- 
ificers and 300 enlisted men now at 
Astoria will be transferred here to 
the command of Lt. Col. Paul Sloane, 
who will be charged with produc- 
tion of all training films. Maj. Wil- 
liam Holman of Signal Corps Army 
Photographic Section, and Capt. 
Ralph Nelson in charge of produc- 
'tion at the old Fox Western avenue 
lot, are moving to Astoria. 


| Irving Berlin Confabs 


| With Harry Lauder; 
| ‘Anny’ Tour Extended 


Manchester, Eng., Dec. 25. 

Although no confirmation has 
|come from the U. S. War Depart- 
ment. ‘This Is the Army,’ which re- 
cently concluded its engagement 
| here, is reported preparing to play 
Northern Ireland at the conclusion 
of its itinerary in England and Scot- 
land. 





Show recently concluded a run in 
this city and went on to Liverpool 
jand Birmingham. Irish tour may 
follow Bristol and Bournemouth. 

Irving Berlin, songwriter at the 
helm of this show, during recent 
date at Glasgow, took time off to 
visit the veteran Scotch comic, Sir 
| Harry Lauder. Berlin reported the 
| ‘grand old man’ to be in excellent 
physical condition. They spent an 
afternoon discussing old times, with 
Lauder dwelling at length on the 
late William Morris, who headed 
one of the largest talent offices in 
, the States, and under whose auspices 
| he toured America. 
| The show is getting terrific re- 
sponse at all stops. Audiences are 
| taking to the material added since 
its arrival here, notably a WAC 
' satire and Berlin’s new song-hit ‘My 
British Buddy.’ Proceeds from the 
tune go to the British service char- 
ities, 


‘SCHWEIK’ AS SYMBOL 
FOR RUSS PROPAGANDA 


Looks as though the typical Rus- 
| sian soldier to evolve from the pres- 
‘ent war is the ‘Good Soldier Schweik,’ 
mythical character, who was the sub- 
ject matter for a short film and a 








| 


| Newest treatment by the U.S.S.R. 
|is to make a series of films about 


Pedro. Scheduled ‘o attend the| appeal for the support of all pro- | novel by Slobodsky. 
launching are Louis B. Mayer | jectionists in the drive in getting 
Charles Skouras, film stars, Treasury _campaign trailers efficiently and 


Officials, Army and Navy notables 
ER Seah! GfAcials. pois 
Press Commitiee 

Public Relations Committee of the 
War Finance Committee for New 
York State, organized to handle the 
Fourth War Loan campaign in this 
territory, includes group of experi- 
enced newspaper and public rela- 
tions men. 

Seiup, under the chairmanship of 
John Price Jones, known for 
work as a charity drive organizer, 
includes K. O. Smith, James Moran, 
Quentin Smith, Robert Smith, Wil-/ 
liam Boyd Craig, W. W. Craig, Ed-! 
ward McDougal, Chester Hope,’ 
Harry Anspacher, Bert Stoddard, 
Charles Briggs and Frank Vreeland. 

Aiding in the special events divi-| 
Sion of public relations are two re- 
cent volunteers, Howard R. Salis- 
bury. assistant to” the president of 
the Air Reduction Corp. and Daniel 
W. Ashley, . vice-president of the 
U. S. News. 

‘Rendova’ as Bond Trailer 

‘Price of Rendova,’ short depicting 
the grim realities of war in the South 
Pacific, will be released by the WAC 

(Continued on page 62) 


his | 


| viously been reported missing. 
, the RKO circuit 18 years, McDonald 


1h ae 


| continuously on the screen. Also, 


| ‘Schweik,’ depicting new adventures 





Martin Still Eligible 


For a Commission—Army 
Latest in the affair Tony Martin 
‘is an announcement by Army H.Q. 
in Miami Beach to the effect that 
the former crooner is still eligible 


for a commission. 








| 


ce 


Dimes Drive May Hit $3,000,000; 
F.D.R. Praises Industry Efforts 


y/ 
vv 


Although the March of Dimes 
drive is scheduled to start Jan. 24 
for seven days of audience collec. 
tions, a large number of theatres 
plan launching the campaign Jan. 20 
and 21. Several exhibitors have sug. 
gested that those theatres which hold 
over attractions and ‘start their 
week on Thursday or Friday should 
not lose the weekend crowds on ex. 
tended runs, 


Martin, who was transferred from| Joe Vogel, Loew executive, is in. 
'the Air Forces Officer Candidate| structing several Loew managers to 
| Schoo] one day before graduation,| start collections Jan, 20 with the 
had a high scholastic average, but] opening of ‘Madame Curie,’ f. L. 


was shipped off to Seymour Johnson} Alperson, general manager of RKO 


Field. Goldsboro, N. C., on 
from Washington. 


Fredric March Keynotes 
Improved Pix Quality 


Complaints about quality and age 
of films shown abroad have de- 
creased since the picture industry 
started its offshore previews, declared 





| Fredric March last week at USO- 
| Camp Shows headquarters, New} 
York, after returning from a 14- 
week, 33,000-mile offshore jaunt 


which took in five continents, during 
which he entertained servicemen. 

There had been some grousing be- 
cause of calibre of pix shown, he 
said, but situation has been corrected 
to a great extent with release of 
fresh product to the GI's in foreign 
| theatres of war. In fact, knowledge 
| that they are often able to see a pic 
gives them a terrific boost, 
said. 

March disclosed that troops like an 
occasional serious entertainment. He 


learned that in his first try at troop 
entertainment at a Brazilian base. 
He was originally armed with a 


script written for him by George S. 
Kaufman, in which radio commenta- 
tors were lampooned. However, from 
a personality of March's stature, 
they wanted something more. He 
subsequently elected a reading from 
Tom Paine, an excerpt from Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's Four Freedoms 
speech and wound up with bits from 
films and plays in which he ap- 
peared. This routine, he said, went 
over with the boys. 

Accompanying March on his tour 
was Sammy Walsh, vaude and nitery 
emcee, who with this trip completed 
his fourth  offshore-entertainment 
trip; Evelyn Hamilton, accordionist, 
and Jean Farrell, singer. 

March expects to be in New York 
for some time fulfilling radio com- 
mitments before going back to the 
Coast for pic work. 


Extensive Ballyhoo Staff 
Set Up for Loan Drive 


Washington, Jan. 11. 





promotion setup has been organized 
by Ted Gamble, director of the 
Treasury War Finance Division, in 
connection with the 4th War Loan 
Drive, which starts Jan. 18. 

Some of those lined up include: 
Arthur Sylvester, Jr., city editor of 
the Newark Evening News, to head 
the campaign news desk; Car] Cefola, 
New York Herald Tribune: Harry 
Kerr, Akron Beacon-Journal: Lucy 


\ forthe frst time +>eairo artists-oraict.tho naked ware apne 4 ene Tae eer eet BOD SPS Doh y's Fred- 


| being recruited in the drive in an 
| effort to get suggestions for exploita- 


| tion ideas. 
} 





} 
' 


‘Jim O'Donnell, Frank 
Adams, Killed in War 


Jim O’Donnell, staff sergeant in 
the Army air corps, who was man- 
ager of the RKO 23d St., N. Y., prior 
to going into the service, was killed 
in a raid over Bremen, Germany, on 





Oct. 8 last, according to word re-| 


ceived by his mother. He had pre- 


With 


originally started at the Jefferson, 
as an usher. 
Memorial service mass will be said 


at St. Patrick’s Cathedral next Fri-| 


day (14). 


‘informing the Russian people about 
| the hazards of war through the char- 
| acter. 


7 
f° US. Rollcall 
WOO Fos eee eee eee eeeoes 


Lt. Gill Massing In Action 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Lt. Clair Gill, brother-in-law of 
|Sid Dickler, manager of WB's Bel- 
| mar, reported missing in action. A 
| bomber pilot, he had been overseas 
| only a month. 
| Capt. Henry Boettcher, former 
| head of Carnegie Tech drama school, 
inow instructor in Special Service 
| school at Washington and Lee U. 
| Capt. John Morin, ex-WB and 
| Harris theatre manager injured in a 
/plane crash in England but coming 
along all right. 

Al Singer, manager 











of Warners’ 


P | 
Frank Adams, former engineer at} Etna theatre, Army. 


the RKO 8lst St. theatre, N. Y., of 
the Merchant Marine, 
killed in action in the Mediterranean 
on Nov. 20. 


Bob Hardy, asst. manager of WB’s 


reported | Regal in Wilkinsburg, Army. 


Ken Grimes, WB manager in Erie, 
(Continued on page 28) 


erick Hollowell, OWI; Nat Williams, 
Memphis World; Harold Fleming, 
Christian Science Monitor; Mrs. 
Dowsley Clark, Minneapolis Tribune; 
Margaret Husted, OWI: Robert 
Phillips, Jr. Leighton Blood and 
Edward May, all of the Treasury’s 
Own public relations staff. 

In addition, Claude F. Lee, direc- 
tor of public relations for Paramount 
Pictures, was previously announced 
as special consultant on motion pic- 
tures and special events: and Thomas 
H. Lane. formerly of Young & Rubi- 
cam, will work on publicity. 





Stars’ Bond Platters 


Hollywood Victory Committee has 
selected 12 radio-film names for a 
series of 15 - minute’ transcribed 
broadcasts carrying Fourth War 
Loan appeals. to be distributed to 
900 independent radio stations. 


the plafters, titled ‘Treasury Star Pa- 
rade,’ are Dinah Shore, Ginny Simms, 
Gracie Fields, Frances Langford, 
Roy Rogers and Charles Laughton. 





For Gl’s in N.Y. Return: 


| leaders predict that a $3,000,000 ob- 


Powerhouse public relations and | 


Among the first players to make | 


orders | Theatres, 





| 


before the folks on the mainland; Monday (10) that 
March)! president of the National Founda- 


| 





is also planning to start 
Dimes collection Jan. 20 in ‘run’ 
houses. Alperson and C, O. Mosko. 


witz of the campaign committee are 
urging other theatres in similar sit- 
uations to follow the same plan. 
Meantime, while no quota for the 
1944 March of Dimes drive has been 
set by Nicholas M. Schenck, national] 
chairman, Alperson and other drive 


jective is not too far out of line. 

With the campaign opening Jan. 
24, March of Dimes headquarters in 
New York announce that pledges 
have been received from nearly 10,- 
000 theatres. 

March of Dimes 1944 trailer, @ 
Report from Miss Greer Garson,’ has 
meantime been completed on the 


| Metro lot. 


FDR Salutes Film Biz 
President Roosevelt, in praise of 
the motion picture industry’s March 
of Dimes slogan, ‘Make It More in 
44,’ stated in a letter to the Motion 
Picture Theatres Committee last 
‘Basil O'Connor, 


tion for Infantile Paralysis, told me 
of some of the many things you are 
doing. I was anything but unaware 
of the time and effort a cause like 
this demands of you—and the thou- 
sands of men and women in the mo- 
tion picture business who serve 
with you—and yet I can tell from 
the conversation with Mr. O'Con- 
nor, that the real size of this job 
is never fully understood, unless one 
has the time to learn of the incred- 
ible number and kind of things that 
have to be done to bring such an ef- 
fort to complete success. 

‘With the magnificent per- 
formance of your group last year 
very vividly in my mind, I am con- 
fident that you and your co-workers 
will live up to the campaign slogan 
you have chosen for the motion pic- 
ture drive—‘More in 1944.’ 

‘I convey my deep appreciation to 
you and every one of the thousands 
of motion picture men and women 
who serve so well in this cause.’ 

‘Solid South’ 

With all the theatres of the ‘solid 
south’ this year enlisted in the drive 
to-take audience collections at every 
performance, it is now estimated 
that at least $250,000 more than last 
year will be collected in southern 
theatres. 

Bob O'Donnell, at a meeting in 
Dallas last Monday (10), announced 
that he expected to multiply collec- 
tions in Texas theatres at least eight 
times, or $100,000 instead of $12,000 
in the 1943 drive. 

Charles Skouras, addressing a 
Fourth War Loan meeting in Dallas, 
devoted almost one-third of his time 

(Continued on page 58) 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Herman Goldfarb. 

Paul Kapp. 

Moliy Pollock. 

Manie Sachs. 

Jonie Taps. 

Andrew D. Weinberger. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Muriel Babcock. 
Francis Bateman. 
Jerry Dale. 

Jack Douglas. 
Julien Duvivier. 
Mildred Gilman. 
Joe Glaser. 

Gil Lamb. 

Capt. W. S. Le Fran 
Max Liebman. 
Harry Maizlish. 
Don McIlwaine. 
Joseph Pasternak 
Mary Pickford 
Arthur Ripley. 
Al Rogell. 
Carlos Romero. 
Jack Runyon. 
Ned Sparks, 

Bill Stern. 
Sylvia Wallace. 
Lou Weiner. 
Manny Wolfe. 
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TELE THEATRES IN ALL KEYS 





+ sateen + 
! 


Cost of RKO Pension Plan Will Run (CIRCUIT HEADS 
30-60 Age Brackets SEF 7 POSTWAR 


$400,000 Yearly for 


RKO has reportedly set aside ap- 
yroximately $300,000 for the 
lovees pension trust, under the plat 
recently announced by the corpora- 
tion with indications that the total 
‘ost to the parent company and sub- 
<ids will amount to $400,000 to $450,- 
000 annually. This will be based on 
a percentage of the wages and sal- 
aries to employees from 30 to 60 
vears of age, which will be set aside 
by the employing companies at no 


em- 


cost to employces. 

Understood that several senior of- 
ficers of RKO suggested that, under 
one of the principal provisions of the 
pension trust plan which provides 
for a maximum death benefit insur- 
ance policy of $20,000, the maximum 
should be $40.000. Floyd B. Odlum 
chairman of the RKO board, from 
accounts, decided to retain the $20,- 
000 maximum which is referred to in 
the published trust plan. 

Under this provision, ‘the 
ficiary or beneficiaries of a membet 
dying while employed by the Cor- 
poration and before his normal re- 
tirement date shall receive a death 
equal to the amount of the 
member's annual compensation or | 
the Dec. 1 immediately preceding 
the death of such member; provided, 
however, that the maximum amount 
of such death benefit shall not in any} 
case exceed $20,000 (or such greater | 
maximum amount as may be payable | 
under the group life insurance con-| 
tract then in existence). The bene- 
ficiary or beneficiaries of a member 
dying after his retirement or after 
his normal retirement date while in 
the employ of the Corporation, shall 
death ‘benefit equal to 


bene- 


benetit 


receive a 
$1,000. 
Provisos 

Under the pension plan each mem- 
ber who is an employee of the Cor- 
the date he retires from 
after his normal retire- 
entitled to a minimum 
monthiv pension benefit (in lieu of 
the normal pension benefit of a les- 


poration at 
service or 


ment js 


(Continued on page 34) 


N.Y. Labor Dept. 
Plans Crackdown On 


Child Labor Abuses 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 11. 

In a statement released Tuesday 
afternoon (11), State Industrial 
Commissioner Edward Corsi an- 
nounced that he had directed the 
inspection force of the State Labor 
Department to ‘concentrate’ on vio- 
lations of the child labor law and 
to conduct ‘vigerous criminal prose- 
cutions of all employers § against 


whom is found evidence of such 
violations of law. The Commis- 
sioner, in expressing ‘the deepest 


concern with the increased number 
of child labor law violations,’ de- 
clared that ‘the “problem is par- 
ticularly aggravated by small em-| 
ployers, bowling alleys, industrial 
homework, trucking, retail stores, 
moving picture theatres, hotels and 
restaurants.’ 

Vioiatioris by operators of smalle. 
motion picture houses are said to 
include either the airing of boys and 

(Continued on page 56) | 
LE MAIRE MOVES TO 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Rufus Le Maire is new executive 
talent director at 20th-Fox, shifting 
from Metro. 
Current casting directors, 
Palmer, Robert 
Mayberry, 





Robert 

William 
will con inue to function 
on the Westwood lot. 


tvan and 


atts <i 


DEPINET’S SWING 


Ned E. Depinet. RKO Radio Pic- 
he prexy, left for Dallas last Sat- 
irday (8) to attend a war bond rally 
there Monday (10). 
_He left for the Coast yesterday) 
(Tuesday) for studio huddles with 


Charles W. Koerner, ry 


| changes now in operation 


i and his partner, 





Tugend, Leisen Teamed 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Harry Tugend’s first production 
nder his Paramount contract, ‘Prac- 
tically Yours,’ draws Mitchell Leise: 
as cirector Tugend 
screenplay from a story by 
Norman Krasna. 

Claudette Colbert and Fred Mac- 
Murray have been pencilled in the 


top spots. 


wrote the 


Capt 


Exhibitors Prod. Co. 
Plans on 30 Or More 


Exchanges in Keys 


Establishment of an exchange sys- 
; 2 


tem covering 30 or more key ter- 


ritories in the country for the selling | 
ind servicing of film of the proposed | 
Exhibitors Producing Corp., modeled 


after the old First National com- 
with exhibitors in control 
franchises, is not expected 
to prove an obstacle, according to 
inside, 

A spokesman close to the situation 


pany, 
through 


states that this will be the least of | 


problems to be met through reported 
plans to set up a countrywide branch 
organization out of -independent ex- 
The mat- 
ter of an adequate exchange system 
is said to have been carefully ex- 
plored and definite 
protection in that direction before 
exhibitors were approached in con- 
nection with franchises. 
Although numerous 


| said to be discussing the plan to be- 
another | 


franchise-holders of 
pre-FN (Warner) company, deals are 
still to be made. Mentioned among 


come 


those who aré@ considering’ the 
proposition and are leaning in its 
favor are several circuit operator 


major producer-distrib- 
They are not iden- 


have 
utor affiliations. 


urh 
Who 


tified 


Though he has 


Si Fabian is not among these. He 
is reported to be considering the 
franchise for the new company cov- 
er ig the N. Y. and Albany 
territories. He is pooled with WB 
and Par in 
Middletown, N. Y., and with War- 
ners in Albany. Si's father, the late 
Jacob Fabian, originally owned the 


Jersey territory. 


Though Exhibitors Distributing 


Corp. wants to start operations this | 


fall, with its first release ready some 


'time at the beginning of the 1944-45 | 


season, its ability to do so will de- 
pend on organization of franchise- 
holders meantime and arrangements 
for product. 


‘Cost-a-Million’ Lyons 





Ends N. Y. Story Safari 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Arthur S. Lyons, back from a story 
nuntein Nevw--SMerk: aonnouneod that 


all films to be made by Producing 
Artists, Ine., for United Artists re- | 
lease will carry minimum budgets of 


$1,000,000. 


Stories bought thus far by Lyons 
David L. Loew, in-| 
| clude ‘Love Is Where You Find I¢,’ 
‘Singing City’ and| 


‘High Spirits.’ 
‘Blackbirger.’ 


LICHTMAN, DIETZ TO COAST 


Former to Go to England at Some 
Later Date 





Al Lichtman, Metro exec who has 
been in the east for some time. re- 
turns to the Coast Friday (14), and 
will come back to- New York later 
to arrange for passage to England 
Howard Dietz, v.p., in charge of ad- 


vertising and publicity for Metro 


vor to the Coast with Lichtman. 
bot looking over the new Metro 
block of pictures while there. 


On Dietz’s return to N. Y. under- 
tood that Si Seadler, M-G ad chiel, 
ill leave for the Coast. 


plans laid for | 
| tracting add tional patronage to pic- | 


circuits are | 


pooling arrange- 
}ments with Paramount and Warners, 


sales | 


Brooklyn, with Par in | 














L. 


Streamlined television theatres, 
with every conceivable modern gad- 
get, will spring up in all key cities 
shortly after the war, according to 
the belief of technical experts and 
trade engineers familiar with latest 
developments. These houses will 
spotlight their television setup, and 
will use it as the principal draw, but 
bulk of the performance will be mo- 
tion pictures produced, per usual, in 
Holly wood. 

That the usual screen 
tually will be televized and shown 
on the screen by 


pictures ac- 


means of a televi- 


sion projector is the forecast of the 


more optimistic, who are convinced 


that the motion pictures will go out 
from a central television station i 
different key communities, such a 


|; NBC, CBS, DuMont, Scophony, 
ico, etc., depending on what tieup dif- 
Paramount, of 
course. would lean on DuMont and 
Scophony, RKO conceivably 
might depend on NBC or CBS for its 
This televizing from 
a central point eliminate 
delivery of prints and _ obviously 
badly scramble playdates, clearance. 
etc. For these reasons, this part of 
the television theatre setup might be 
j}comparatively slow it 


ferent theatres have 
while 


| central feedbox 
would 


arriving. 
Would Forestall Depression 
But the 
television 
era seems 


sprouting of 
theatres in the 


numerous 
post-war 
apparent to engineering 


experts not only as a means of at- 


ture. theatres, but also as the indus- 
try’s contribution to forestalling any 
depression and its accompanying un- 
Greatest theatre con- 
reconstruction boom 


| employment. 
struction ana 
(Continued on page 56) 


BERT STEARN’S INDIE 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 


exchange manager here, who later 
became district chief for same com- 
pany and later its western division 
sales head, has returned to Pitts- 
burgh again to set up a booking com- 
bine for indie theatre owners. He 
has already established headquarters 


|; on Film Row and has so far lined | 
|} up almost 50 theatres to represent, | 
| with new ones reported to be coming | 
FN franchise for the N. Y. and New 


in daily. 
| It was 
| months ago 


reported here several 

that Stearn had been 
approached to head a booking com- 
bine but nothing came of it at that 
time and he joined WB sales depart- 
ment in.N. Y. as a special represen- 


and later went to Cleveland as an 
exchange manager for Warners. He 
ieft that post 


works here ever since, finally mate- 
rializing last week. 


N.Y. Theatres Co-op With 


Legit and film house reps in N-Y. 
| will meet tomorrow afternoon (13) 
on the 22d floor of the Times Bldg. 
Tower with the N. Y. City Waste 
Paper Salvage Commitiee and mem- 
bers of the cooperating Publishers’ 
| Association to launch a reclamation 
paper drive in the city’s theatres. 


N. Y. newspapers are backing the 


drive aimed at householders and 
commercial establisiments in the 
metropolitan area as well as business 
offices and all other possible sources 


| of badly needed was.e paper. 


COWDIN LOSES A. J. PETTI 
J. Cheever Cowdin. chairman of 


I nivers l. 0 ve i tant An- 
thony J. Petti, the i ‘ the veal 
he) e enteres n Ay i i buck 
pl ate Pett had been (C din’ 
ici prio 1 tne ‘ entrances 
Loretta Cass« vO! of Co 
t i if i ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Pe quite 1¢ rT r ell 
a tant to Ce i é ’ tan 
j > ¢ y¥Y Of the corporat 


rei. 21 
Phil- i 


Bert Stearn, former United Artists | 


tative on ‘This Is the Army’ contracts | 


a short time ago andj} 
the beoking thing has been in the | 


Pubs in Paper Salvage 





Big > Submit Proposals for New 


Decree to Clark: Avert Clash, Over 


Cancellations, Between Circuits 





Reissue ‘Frisco Kid’ Also 
On the reissue of Jimmy) 


‘Oklahoma Kid doing better than 


Cagney’s 


originally in 50° of the 
played, Warner Bros. is 
planning to also reissue ‘Frisco Kid,’ 
starred for that 


towns 


reportea 


in which Cagney 
company 

WB sold ‘Oklahoma Kid’ as a nev 
feature under separate contract, put- 
ting out a complete new line of ac- 
cessories on it 


Par’s Minnesota And 
KSTP in Local ‘Radio 
City’ Tieup; Tele Ideas 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 

As a result of a tieup between the 
Paramount theatre circuit and radio 
station KSTP, w! 
pave the way for television broad- 
casts from the 4.000-seat 
theatre here, Minneapolis is to have 
City. KSTP will 
take over the theatre bui!l 
| tire second floor and part of the 
mezzanine for three studios, includ- 
ing one to seat 350, the largest in 


ich eventually will 
Minnesota 


its own ‘Radio 


ding’s en- 


this section, to be equipped with 
} motion picture equipment to pro- 
vide quarters for special commercial 
engagements 

The entire project will be called 
‘Radio City’ and the Minnesota will 
be renamed ‘Radio City Theatre.’ 
Recently leased again by the Para- 


which 
theatre 


once 


circuit 
| abandoned it, the 
| March 2 with a straight film policy 


mount 


a policy, however 
| 


which might be- 
according to John 
presi- 


extra attractions 
{come available,’ 
| J. Friedl, Paramount circuit 
dent. 

KSTP will broadcast from the 
theatre at regular intervals, it is 
stated by Stanley Hubbard, KSTP 
president. ‘The adjacent quarters 
and technical hookup of the theatre 
and radio institutions look to future 
| developments in entertainment—one 
of which might be television,’ he 
said. 


20TH SUED BY COAST 
CHAIN ON CLEARANCE 


Los Angeles, Jan, 11. 

Colorado Corp., operating the 
Bard’s Adams theatre here, filed suit 
'in Federal court against 20th-Fox 
Film Corp., Saul Silverman, Reeves 
Aspy and Crenshaw Amus. Co., 
charging conspiracy in violation of 
the anti-trust laws 

Action accuses 
change of licensing pictures to the 
Crenshaw theatre on the basis of 
first run in city zone 15, a break 
| which the Bard's Adams has used for 
145 years. Suit asks, the court to 
compei_the distributor to 


basis and to pay $10,000 for attorney 
fees. 


Benny in Greasepaint 


Hollywood, Jan. 11 
Benny Goodman checks in at 20th- 
Fox this week to make his debut as 
an actor, although it will not be 
first job in films aving appeared a 


a bandleader. 


This time Goodman plays himself 
in ‘Sweet and Lowdown,’ a semi-bio- 
graphical tale of his ow musical 
career, to be produ ed b Willian 
LeBa 0 

Sokolove Vice Mock 
Hollywood. Ja 1] 

Richard Sokolove icceeds J 
Voc esigned i _ ylumbia Pict ( 
to edito 

I Palit Cle ive t re over 
I é torv depa nent as a ! 

| » ve. 


before 
reopens | 


‘that will be suf- | 
| ficiently elastic to take care of any | 


BOOKING COMBINE (50) 


the 20th-Fox ex- |} 


license 
films to the-nlaintiff on an equitabie | 


For Pic of Own Career 


* Following withdrawal by 20th 
| Century-Fox toppers of sweeping 
proposals which the nexpectedly 
| introduced into co ‘nt decree nee. 
| gotiations among the Big Five last 
week, the latest d ee plan formu- 


lated by the consent companies was 
sent to Washington on Monday (10). 
This includes graduated cancellation 
privileges and chain 
expansion, tantamount to a freeze 
on circuits, which was several months 
ago reported in ‘Variety’ as under 
consideration. 

The 20th-Fox proposal: 


resvriction on 


Which for 


a time threatened > break decree 
negotiation vide ope again n- 
cluded provisio t il ‘ ere an @X- 
| hibitor formerly had a run which had 
been taken away from him, he 
should be given the right to get his 
run back if he made a deal with a 


| 
distributor on the basis of price com- 
| petition. 

that every 


20th execs also contended 


exhibitor should be per- 


mitted to bid for product against cir- 
cuit houses on a basis 
for either first or subsequent runs, 
An independent second or third run 
theatre would thus be given the right 


competitive 


to bid against a circuit's second or 
third run house 
Newest decree proposals were also 


held up for a time by clashing 
|} interests of major producing-dis- 
| tributing chains over the graduated 
| cancellation privileges ranging from 
| 5-20%. Paramount, among other 
| large chain-owning distribs, was in 
|favor of granting unrestricted can- 
| cellations, up to 20°;, on all prod- 
| uct. Metro, with much smaller the- 


atre holdings, was opposed to grant- 
ing cancellations of 20°, or 10% on 
pictures costing over $200 in rentals. 
| Relatively greater advantage from 
cancellations to the larger 
chains was objected to. Understood 
that Metro reps held out for the 
compromise plan, which was finally 
agreed to, of a 20° cancellation on 


such 


(Continued on page 56) 





Hoblitzelle Renews 


$5,000 Fellowship For 
Texas U. Radio House 


Austin, Jan. 11. 
For the third consecutive year 
Karl Hoblitzelle, of Dallas, Inter- 


state Theatre Circuit prexy, has re- 
newed a $5,000 music fellowship for 
the University of Texas Radio House. 
‘The fund maintains a student orches- 
|tra heard on programs emanating 
from the Radio House, as well as a 
| chorus. 








| Programs are heard over the Texas 
| Quality Network, as well as over 
WOAI, San Antonio. 


HIRLIMAN GOING IN 


Film Classics, heretofore handiing 
reissues only. is planning eight or 10 
comparatively big independent pro- 
duction George Hirliman, 
pany prexy, goes to Hollywood later 
this month to arrange his production 


come 


setup 


Understcod that F 
rates the 
as an additional ince? 


Classics 
foreign market 
ve for strong 
features available as soori aS peace 
arrive 
vinced that lesser productions wili 
be shunted aside in t arket be- 
cause so many U. S. features (an 
accumulation of will 
foreign dis- 


post-‘wal 


Company officials are con- 


several vears) 
be available in post-wa) 


tribution ficlid 


SHEEHAN'S B'WAY PIC 
Hy id. Jan. 11 
‘Biggest Street 
about Broad eadied by 
Winfield Sheeh: 
He expects t ready 
filming 
of the current Eddie Rickenbacker 


' yarn, 


tor snootins it cor 0 © 
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CT eh ad a 














| 
| 








Sn mere 














teed 











6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 12, 1944 





Flu Smacks Studios for Million 


Or More; Many Pix Still Hobbling 


Hollywood, Jan. ll. + 


Flu epidemic currently raging in 
the film studios has cost at least $1,- 
000,000, and the end is still in the 
offing. 

Estimators on the picture lots fig- 
ure that another quarter-million will 
be sneezed away before the germs 
are subdued. Estimates are based 
on ual of time in revising 
schedules shoot around 
stars and featured players; 
salaries and wages to casts and tech- 

al crews, idle but still on the pay- 
roll. on work stoppage with scenes 
half finished, and on the general let- 
Most 


rance., 





| ~ 
LOSS 


to 


act 
stricken 


on 


down in efficiency of the loss 
is covered by insu 

David O. Selznick alone wa 
bitten for more than $100,000 when 
work on ‘Since You Went Away,’ 
with a high-priced troupe was 
suspended twice through illness of 
Claudette Colbert, Jennifer Jones 
and John Cromwell. In addition, 
Selznick himself was smitten when | 
he attempted to pinch-hit as direc- 
tor for Cromwell. First shutdown 
was for a full week and second for 


i) 


three days. 
At Producers Corp. of America, | 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ got through 


the shooting stage without delay but 


suffered a loss of $65,000 through the 
illness of Jacques Samossaud, musi- 


cal director, and John Link, film | 
editor. Cutting and scoring were 
held up two weeks, with a sound 


crew and a 60-piece orchestra draw- | 
ing pay for idling. 

Flu bugs held up two productions 
at Warnere where Barbara Stanwyck 
twice stepped out of ‘My Reputation’ 
and Jack Benny, Alexis Smith and 
Dolores Moran caused four extra | 
days of shooting on ‘The Horn Blows 
at Midnight.’ 

Virginia Bruce’s attack of 
pneumonia cost eight days on ‘Ac- 
tion in Arabia’ at RKO and in- 
directly halted work for 10 days on 


near- 


the Angelus production, ‘Strange 
Confession,’ in which George San- 


he 
in 





ders was slated to start when 
completed his job as_ co-star 
‘Arabia.’ 
‘Hairy Ape’ Stalled 

William Bendix was hospitalized 
for a week, delaying the start of 
Jules Levey’s ‘Hairy Ape’ while cast 
and technicians waited. Meanwhile 
Bendix’s illness rebounded on 
‘Greenwich Village’ at 20th-Fox, 
where he has several days of acting 
to do. Carmen Miranda and Vivian 
Blaine are also missing from the} 
‘Greenwich’ cast, for the same old 
reason, flu. 

Stoppage of work on ‘Kismet’ at 
Metro lengthened the shooting sched- 
ule from seven to 11 weeks, during | 
which Ronald Colman collected a | 
fat salary. Understood he drew | 
about $200,000 for the picture. 

Other cases were Roy Rogers in | 
‘Cowboy and the Senorita’ at Re- | 
public; Bonita Granville in the 
Charles R. Rogers production, ‘Song 
of the Open Road’; Lionel Barry- 
more and Van Johnson in ‘Three 
Men in White’ at Metro; and various 
featured players whose absence de- 
layed work on Edward Small’s ‘Up 
in Mabel’s Room’; RKO’s ‘Marine 
Raiders’: Paramount’s ‘Hitler’s Gang’: 
Monogram’s ‘Partners of the Trail’ 
and ‘Home in Indiana’ at 20th-Fox, 


‘é ° ? 

6 ‘Chi Boys’ Pay $10,000 
Fines Each, in Extortion 
Case; Kaufman’s Appeal 

Payments of fines of $10,000 each | 
were made last week to the govern-. 
ment by the six Chicago gangsters 
who were convicted for extorting 
more than $1,000,000 from the mo-'! 
tion picture industry. The six, rather | 
than risk an investigaiion by federal | 
authorities into their assets, paid the | 
fines. They were also sentenced to} 
10-year prison terms teach by Judge | 
John Bright, after a 12-week trial in 
N.Y. federal court. 

Louis Kaufman, business agent of | 
local 244, Motion Picture Operators 
Union of Newark, N. J., the seventh 
defendant, now out on bail, has| 
moved for a st&y of execution of the | 











| 
} 


payment, pending his appeal to the | (10) as v.p. in charge of production 
; at Republic, for a berth at Metro as 

The six Chicago mobs‘ers were re- | 4n executive producer, has been suc- 
fused bail by Judge Bright, and are ceeded at Rep by Allen Wilson. Herb 
now lodged in the Federal House of | Yates upped Wilson from studio gen- 
Detention. Their attorneys have filed| €ral manager to v.p. in charge of | 
notices of appeal from the convic-| Studio operations. 


U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 


tion. Some time next week aitor- 


neys for ‘the boys’ are expected to! duction 


file motion to the U. S. Circuit Court | 
of Appeals to fix bail for them. 





Mine, All Mine 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Frank Craven's two-way deal 
with PRC on the forthcoming 
picture, ‘When the Lights Go On 
Again,’ is a contract that actors 
often dream about, but seldom 
achieve. 

He will star in his own script. 











ing 
chief 


Murphey’s recent invit 
atre 
that 
| houses are needed 


provals have been issued in recent 


| $8,238,483 


| against 


} (6). 


| over 


Charles Looten, 
and William O’Sullivan, 


WPB Flooded With 
New Theatre OKs 


Washington, Jan. 11. | 
Flood of queries on the possibili- 


| ties of getting permission to build 


new film houses is now being re-| 
. | 
| ceived here by the Amusement & 


| Recreation Section of WPB, accord- | 


to George W. McMurphey, its | 


Letters are coming following Mc- 


t} 


ation to the- 


” 


people and the announcement 
WPB believes about 200 more 
in crowded war 
work areas to keep the war workers 


| 
| 


in ne and to prevent them from 
| quitting their jobs. | 
Although only a handful of ap- 


months, McMurphey foresees real 


action by the Government agency in 


the near future. 


Bespite Big Writeoff 
And Taxes, WB Profit | 
Again Over $8,000,000 


Despite writeoff of $4,537,222, re- 

! 

sulting from sale of fixed assets and 
increase of more than $5,600,000 in 
Federal taxes, Warner Bros. reports | 
operating profit for the, 

year ended last Aug. 31 as/| 
$8,554,512 in the previous 
year. Annual statement and formal 
report probably will go to stock- 
holders this week, company making 
the prelim statement last Thursday 
The writeoff for sale of fixed 
assets represents losses. incurred 
from the sale of property, mostly po- 


{ 


| 


fiscal 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Monte Blue’s option picked up by 
Warners, 

Douglas Vanderyerk inked player 
pact at Metro. 

Russell Kimball, art department 
chief, renewed by Republic. 

Robert Anderson's actor option 
lifted by RKO. 

Maxine Doyle drew player ticket 
at Republic. 

John Warburton signed by Metro. 

Joan Thorsen’s player contract re- 
newed by Metro. 

Laura Kerr inked writer pact with 
Vanguard 
Tessa Brind’s minor contract with 
anguard approved by court. 
Herman Rosten, dialog director, 
renewed by Columbia. 
Edward Paul, composer, signed by 
aramount 
Charles Brackett renewed as a 
writer-producer by Paramount. 

Hugh Herbert’s option picked up 








< 


oe 
U 


' by Columbia. 


William Watts renewed as dialog 
director at Columbia. 

Maria Palmer drew player ticket 
at RKO. 

Elizabeth Taylor’s minor contract 
with Metro approved by court, 


Coast Exhibitors 


Condemn Outside 


| Theatre Buy-ins 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners adopted a 


| resolution condemning the trend of 


|} persons connected with production 
and distribution to obtain financial | 
interests in film houses, 

Such practices, the resolution as- 
serted, amounts to ‘a form of com- | 
mercial bribery,’ through which 
film rentals might be more favor- 
able to those with studio or dis- 


tributor connections, 


Nick Schenck Sells 
Some Loew, Griffis Adds 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
Nicholas M. Schenck, chairman of 
the board of Metro, disposed of 3,000 





tential theatre sites and non-cperat- 
ing properties, which the corporation 


sold during the past fiscal year, these | 


losses being partially reflected in re- 
duction of some taxes. : 

Despite this, Warners provision for 
Federal income and excess profits 
taxes amounted to $13,890,000 as com- 
pared with $8,250,000 in the previous 
year. Company’s statement cited that 
the operating profit is equivalent to 
$2.12 per share on outstanding com- 
mon after providing for current 
year’s dividend on the preferred as 
compared with $2.20 in previous 
fiscal year. 

Warner’s gross income, after elim- 
inating intercompany transactions, 
totalled $131,825.540 representing an 
increase of more than $12,000,000 
the $119,271,544 total for the 
preceding year. 

Report noted that the British and 
Australian governments (also India 
and New Zealand) removed princi- 
dar “innitations Gh remittances to 
U. S. arising from distribution of 


U. S.-made films in those countries. | 


Because of this, and since the com- 


pany previously had written off its | 


net investment in enemy-controlled 
countries, no provision for con- 
tingencies in respect of foreign assets 
was required in the past year while 
in the year ending Aug. 31, 1942, a| 
provision of $825,000 had been made. 


WILSON VICE SIEGEL 





shares of Loew’s, Inc., common dur- 
ing November 1943, according to re- 
| port made public last week by the 
| Securities & Exchange Commission. 
Schenck’s transaction left him with 


a total of 7,517 shares of the se- 
curity, 
Loew’s only acquired one more 


share of Loew’s Boston Theatres dur- 
ing that period, bringing its total to 
| 120,059. 


Transactions in Columbia Pictures 
| common included the acquisition of 
| 100 shares by the Joseph Cohn trust, 
| bringing its total to 2,604; 200 shares 
' to the Robert Cohn trust, making its 

holdings 3.802. and 200 shares to the 
| Jeannette Cohn trust. 





Abraham Schneider, New York, 
sold 80 shares of Columbia, leaving 
| him with 7,880 shares. 


| Stanton Griffis, officer and director 


‘of Paramount Pictures, reported the 
j; acquisition of 120 shares of Par com- 
mon, making his holdings’ 6,000 
| shares. At the same time the follow- 
ing trusts reported to the SEC their 
holdings in Paramount: F. K. Griffis 
trust, 3.000 shares; M. Griffis trust, 
5,000 shares; W. Griffis trust, 6,000 
shares, and T. G. Latouche Trust, 
6,000 shares. 

W. Ray Johnson, Hollywood, raised 
his holdings in Monogram stock to 


shares during the report period. 





AS REPUB PROD. BOSS, 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. |! 
M. J. Siegel, who resigned Monday 


Wilson will have as executive pro- 
aides: Howard Sheehan, 
Armand Schaefer 





Activity in Trans-Lux Corp. in- 
cluded purchase of 1,000 shares by 
James K. Ellis, San Antonio, and sale 
of 500 by Robert L. Daine, N. Y. 

Brisk buying was reported in Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting securities. Isaac 
D. Levy, v.p. of WCAU, Philadel- 
phia, disposed of 1,100 shares of CBS 
class A common, leaving him with a 


total of 37.776 shares. Dr. Leon 
Levy WCAU prexy, sold 14,500 
shares of CBS A common, with 14,246 


remaining. Isaac Levy reported he 
held 21,380 shares of CBS B common. 
while his brother, Leon, reported a 


, holding of 40,844 of this security. 


Studios Start 52 New Pictures 
In January; 35 Hold Over From Dee. 











| ducers tu 


studio machinists. 


Par; Other SEC Sales: 


15,771 shares by the purchase of 200) 





The Trail Cools 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Lindsley Parsons, producer of 
‘Trail of the Yukon’ for Mono- 
gram, waited weeks for snow in 
the high Sierras to start shooting 





his far northern scenes. Now 
there is plenty of snow, but not 


enough gas to transport his 
troupers to the distant hills. 
He is wondering whether to 


wait for an easement of the gas_ | 
restrictions or to shoot his win- 
ter scenes in Griffith Park, with 
artificial snow. 





Vote to Strike 


| budget of 
} newcomers are slated at RKO in ad. 
| dition 


| added 


| cember. 


Studio Juicers 


Hollywood, Jan. 1}, 

Film production for January jg 
geared at high speed, with §2 Pic. 
tures going into action and 35 more 
carried over from the December 
slate. Every studio in town {s step- 
ping on the gas during the first 
month of 1944, 

Metro leads the list with seven 
starters representing an aggregate 
more than $15,000,000. Four 


two holdovers 
three big budgeters will be 
to the seven now in work, 
Paramount, with five before the 


to 


At 20th- 
Fox 


| cameras, is starting two more thig 
| week, 


Columbia registers seven 
newies and two hangovers from De. 
Universal is starting three, 
Republic seven, Monogram four, PRG 
five features and four westerns, and 


United Artists six and probably 
more. Only major lot without new 
entries for January is Warners, 


where seven high-budget productiong 


| will continue through the month. 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Film production is threatened with 


1 


a blackout through a juicers’ strike 
voted by members of the Studio 
| Electricians Union, Local 40, on nine 
major lots, under authority of the 
National Labor Relations Board 
Ballot was 372 to 63 in favor of a 
walkout. 

Results will be forwarded to the 
NLRB in Washington and _ turned! 
over to President Roosevelt, with a 


probability that a special representa- 
tive will be sent here to adjust the 
dispute, which has been going on fo. 
eight months. 

Local 40, affiliated with 
national Brotherhood of 
Workers, an AFL organization, 
dered the strike vote when the 

rned downetheir demand | 
for 10° wage tilt. Juicers claim} 
that under the Studio Basie Agree- | 
ment with the major companies they | 
were promised an increase any time} 
a raise was granted to crafts outside 
the Basic Agreement. This tilt, they 
insist, became due when the Produ- 
cers upped the minimum for 
Producers contend 
they agreed that if any increase in 
excess of 10% was given any union| 
outside the Basic Agreement, the! 
electricians would be given an addi-}| 
tional tilt equal to the excess above 


the Inter- 
Electrical 
¢ 


or- 
Pro- 


a 


scale 


10%, and that no such increase has'| 
been granted. 
Juicers’ strike vote is the first 


taken by a film industry union or 
guild since the passage of anti-strike 
legislation calling for a 30-day coo!}- 
ing off period before taking a ballot. 
Other unions are watching the re-| 
sult closely. 


| 


IBEW tomorrow’ (Wednesday) 
night will discuss a strike call by | 
studio electricians with J. Scott | 


Milne, international v.p. of the union. | 
Reported that the local will ask | 


sanction from the international for | 
call 


a walkout, and if approved a 
will go out for ,a general member- 


ship meeting at which a date. will be | 
fixed for cessation of work. | 


Disney’s 681G Net Profit | 








Despite Non-Profit Prod. 


Although devoting major portion 
of its faciliiies to production for, 
U. S. agencies on non-profit basis, | 
Walt Disney Productions net income | 
for fiscal year ending. last..Oct. 2, 
was $681,536 as against $308.930 in| 
preceding fiscal year. Actua) net | 
income, after providing $250,000 for 
additional possible losses on com- 
pany’s inventory, was $431.536 as 
against loss in preceding fiscal year 
of $191,069 after deducting $500,000 
for similar provision, Report reveals 
increasé in net current and working | 
assets of $614,274. * 

Report reveals that 94% of total 
film footage finished in past fiscal 
year was produced for Army and 
Navy and other government agencies 
Oo non-profit basis. Bank loans were 
reduced $1,206,607 to total of $1,- | 
442,653 within the 12-month period. 
Release of frozen money in several’ 
foreign countries contributed sub- 
stantially to this showing. 


MAX LIEBMAN EAST 


Max Liebman. having completed 
writing assignments on the Danny 
Kaye pictures, ‘Up in Arms.’ for} 
Goldwyn, and ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ at 
Metro, returns east this week. 


He'll reopen his New York office | 





for legit play preduction. 


Metro’s ‘Follies’ and ‘Anchors 
Aweigh,’ will be produced by Arthur 
Freed. 


Less extravagantly budgeted but 
still in the serious money class are 
‘Marriage Is a Private’ Affair,’ 
‘Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo,’ ‘Mrs, 
Parkington, ‘National Velvet’ and 


‘The Picture of Dorian Grey.’ 
Berman’s Five at Metro 

Busiest producer on the Metro lot 
is Pandro S. Berman, with two fea- 
before the cameras and three 
slated to roll within a week, 

In work are ‘Dragon Seed’ and 
‘The Seventh Cross.’ Ready to go are 
‘National Velvet,’ ‘Marriage is a 
Private Affair’ and ‘The Picture of 
Dorian Grey.’ 


tures 





Color Classics Prexy 


Arrested By G-Men On 
106 Bankruptcy Item 


Roger Stanley Barnett, president 
of Color Classics, Inc., picture cor- 
poration formerly of 302 Broadway, 
N. Y., was arrested last week by 
agents of the FBI and charged with 
concealment of $10,000 in assets from 
a trustee in bankruptcy. Barnett was 
araigned in N. Y. Federal court, 
charged with violation of the na- 
tional bankruptcy act. 

Barnett had filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy in 1942, listing 
assets of $300 and unsecured claims 


| Of $57,400. 


According to E. E. Conroy, special 
agent in charge of the FBI, Barnett 
had obtained $35,000 from E. Small 
Bradley, on the strength of a pro- 
posal to film in color the ‘Nut Cracke- 
er Ballet,’ with the musical score by 
Serge Koussevitsky, director of the 
Boston Symphony orchestra. The 
film was never made. 


Cliff Work, Bill German 
Now on U Directorate 


Clifford P. Work and William J. 
German have been elected to direc- 
torate of Universal Pictures, ac- 
cording to the announcement of 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board. Work is v.p. and general 
manager of Universal’s Coast stu- 
dios, having held these posts since 
May, 1938. 

German is v.p. of Jules Brulatour, 
Inc... distribytors of Eastman. Kodak 
niotionm picture film. 


Walker, Griffis, Mellett 
Invited to Rodgers’ Meet 


Postmaster General Frank C. 
Walker, who also is heavily inter- 
ested in the Comerford circuit; Stan- 
ton Griffis, chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of Par now on leave 
with the domestic film division of 
the Office of War Information, and 
Lowell Mellett, Presidential adviser, 
have been invited to a meeting with 
exhibitors which William F. Rodgers, 
v.-p. over sales for Metro, will hold 








|in Washington next Tuesday (18). 


It is expected that their views, for 
the record or off it, will be sought. 
Mellett was former film coordinator 
for the OWI. 

The Washington session with ex- 


|hibitors in that area, served out of 


D. C. exchanges, is another in a 


| series Rodgers is holding to discuss 


problems of a varied nature and will 
be followed by others. He held sev- 


eral prior to the holidays, the Wash- 
ington session (a luncheon) being 
the first since then. 
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Wis is not a “product announcement for 
1944”, fo. ong all companies United Artists 
alone knows no formal selling season. Rather, 
this is a report from the company and its pro- 
ducers setting forth facts on productions you 
will receive during the next months . . facts 
on pictures finished, pictures cutting, pictures 


ready to roll. 


le, today United Artists is making that sort 
of progress that will soon entitle it to its rightful 
place at the head of the industry. It is our firm 
belief that this can best be achieved by con- 
sistency of product, consistency of both quality 


and release. Toward this we are striving. 


If, is not necessary for us to make promises 
or daims. We are able to let the facts speak. 
You will find no factory-made, production- 
line pictures among these releases. Each is 
hand-tailored by its creator-producer, made 


to the best of his ability for the best box- 


office results possible. 


Aw we will continue to sell these pic- 
tures as they are made — individually. The 
values of each production will be carefully 
assayed and it will be sold accordingly. 


Here, then, is the report from United Artists 


—to you. 
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Directed by JOHN CROMWELL © wtemariona.’ 


aN “ipe..  * 
PRODUCED BY VANGUARD FILMS INC. ©» PICTURE 2 


BARRYMORE * WALKE 
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READY NOW! and with 
plenty of “Jack” in it! 


MICHAEL SUSAN 


SAMUEL BRONSTON presents O'SHEA >. HAYWARD 


Produced by | oD / cK LO! 7 | @! , 
s @£ Fe with 
SA rl RPO TON OSA MASSEN + HARRY DAVENPORT - FRANK CRAVEN 
AML GROWS Ee VIRGINIA MAYO- RALPH MORGAN + LOUISE BEAVERS 
pe 1 ie ; FY 4 Screenpiey by ERNEST PASCAL Directed by ALFRED SANTELA 
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starring 


ANNA STEN > KENT SMITH 





Pt se 
. 
Py 





with Mimi Forsaythe - Alexander Granach 
Cathy Frye Paul Guilfoyle-Kane Richmond 


Adaptation by Maurice Clark and.Victor Trivas 
Based upon photoplay “The Girl From Leningrad” 
Screen play by Aben Kandel aad Dan james 


A GREGOR RABINOVITCH Prodection 
Associate Producer EUGENE FREWKE 


Directed by Fedor Oxzep and Henry Kesler 
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They’re whispering about it... 


talking about it...shouting 





about it. It’s that different— 








Produced by 
Re BS Sa | eos 


Sa Pd . : . 
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Starring 


Claire TREVOR Me SF tis 
aire : “eat 






with 
Barry Sullivan - Henry Hull - Porter Hall 
Percey Kilbride - Clem Bevans 


Oleected by 
GEORGE ARCHAINBAUD 
Screen Play by AEneos MecKenzie 








Produced by 





HARRY SHERMAN 
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id starring 


DICK POWELL + LINDA 
DARNELL + JACK OAKIE 
EDDIE ACUFF - GEORGE CHANDLER 
JACK GARDNER - SIG RUMAN 


EDGAR KENNEDY . Directed by Rene Cloir 
Screenplay by Dudley Nichols - 





Produce “by 


ARNOLD PRESSBURGER 


3) 


THORNTON aS 
WILDER'S Be me 
Pulitzer Prize- BO 
winning Novel 2 ¢aaima 


@ Bridge of 









io Luis Re 


Adaptation by Woward Estabrook and Herman Welssmae 





Starring 


Lynn Bari - Akim Tamiroff - Francis Lederer 
wite Nazimova - Louis Cathern - Blanche Yurka - Donald Weeds 


Directed by ROWLAND Y. LEE + Screenplay by HOWARD ESTABROOK 
A ROWLAND ¥. LEE Production Produced by 
. o 24.7 ¥ 
BENEDICT BOGEAUS 
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Harry Joe Brown’s 
_ production of the 
, musical stage hit 
y by Maxwell Anderson 
and Kurt Weill 















with 
ERNEST COSSART ¢ SHELLEY WINTER + JOHNNY (Scat) DAVIS 
CHESTER CONKLIN-FRiTz FELD and CARMEN AMAYA Conennr Produced by 


saeHARRY JOE BROWN __propucet's CORPORATION 


Bergen Adaptation by Thomes Lennon - Screenplay by David Boehm and Rowland Leigh 


Additionol Musice! Numbers by Jule Styne and Sommy Cehn, Formen Brown, < OF AMERICA 


Werner R. Heyman, Frenz Steininger 







Most bid-for Broadway hit in years 


..- because it was a solid two-season sell-out that the whole country talked about! 


Mary Pickfoid 


presents 















Produced by a’ 
sy 3 oe Keo 

is a a 

Pa gfe Bo 0 SRY BIGKEOR 


¥e 
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*. From the play by JEROME CHODOROV sed JOSEPH FIELDS * 
Based on the book by SALLY BENSON 
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starring 


ELEANOR POWELL 


with 


DENNIS O'KEEFE 
LARRY ADLER 

W. C. FIELDS 
SOPHIE TUCKER 


CAB GALLOWAY'S 


ORCHESTRA 


WOODY HERMAN'S 


ORCHESTRA 


MIMI FORSYTHE 
HUBERT CASTLE 
DOROTHY DONNEGAN 
PALLENBERG BEARS 
MEL HALL 
CHRISTIANT BROS. 
PAT HENNING 
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Directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON 








~ 
es _ 
’ 
on = . Pi nm’ 
eaquaptpeeoens Ae, EIT IETS MCI Ton OF 
Ne 






























































































14 





VARIETY Wednesday, January 12, 1944 




















Produced by 


JULES LEVEY 


. 


“LESTER C 


Its impact rang across the world 
_..and won it the NOBEL PRIZE! 


. © r oot > % rn 
m om we Rak bh 
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Produced by 


OWAN 
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The top story of 

our soldiers-told ~“"™™ 
by the war’s topgsessil 
\ story-teller! 





“Truly amazing- 
The must of the season: 


—~ WY. WORLD TELEGRAM 
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SOL LESSER 


who this year gave you 


STAGE DOOR CANTEEN 


will present as his next production 






Produced by | 


SOL LESSER 





9 The John Golden stage hit that’s 
still a sell-out after eight solid 
months on Broadway! 








SOL LESSER, 


’ we A BOND FOR EVERY SEAT *% FOURTH WAR LOAN *% * *% A BOND FOR EVERY SEAT * FOURTH WAR LOAN ® *% % A BOND FOR EVERY SEAT % FOURTH WAR LOAN *& *& & 


Fant lovee 


OF LOVE THAT HID BEHIND AN UNSOLVED CRIME! 








starring 


Y” GEORGE LINDA 


SANDERS » DARNELL 


EDWARD EVERETT => 
Directed by 
HORTON DOUGLAS SIRK 
a SEYMOUR NEBENZAL production 


Produced by 


ANGELUS PRODUCTIONS 
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Based on the Stage Success 
“UP IN MABEL'S ROOM" 
by Otto Harbach & Wilson Collison 
Screen: Adaptation by Tom Reed 





ALLAN DWAN 
MARJORIE DENNIS GAIL MISCHA 
REYNOLDS + O'KEEFE + PATRICK ~ AUER 
CHARLOTTE wh BINNIE a Apion by 
GREENWOOD » sowian + wuBBARo » LAMBERT » BARNES J Swann’ saa 
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with a notable cast 


Screenplay by 


ELLIOT PAUL 
Based on the Broadway 


Hit which the New York 
Critics called “The Year's 
Most Unusual Play” , 


Produced by 
an : 


HUNT STROMBERG 
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Stromberg 


whose record of 28 Box-Office Champions has won him Fame’s title of 


THE INDUSTRY'S NUMBER 1 PRODUCER 


announces as his next production eee 
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Bliz Clips Chi But 


‘Children’ Fat 
$16,000, ‘Heat’ Hot 136, Lady’ 206, 2d 


Chicago, Jan. 11. + 





An after-holiday slump, coupled | 
with snowy weather, is slowing up 
most theatres this week. Surprise of | 
week is combo of ‘Where Are Your 
Children?’ and ‘Unknown Guest,’ at | 
the Garrick. Palace continues strong | 
with ‘Lady Takes a Chance’ and/| 
‘Gangway for Tomorrow,’ and looks! 
toward fine $20,000. ‘She’s for Me,’ 
at the Oriental, with Smiley Burnette 
and Hal MclIntyre’s orchestra on the 
stage, should land solid $25,000. 

Estimates for Last Week | 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85)— 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Aldrich 
Haunts House’ (Par). Good $10,000, 
Last week, ‘Norihern Pursuit’ (WB) 
and ‘Behind Big Top’ (WB) (3d wk),| 
5 days, and ‘Happy Land’ (20th) and 
‘Aldrich’ (Par), 2 days, dandy $15,000, 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)— 
‘Young Ideas’ (M-G) and Johnny 
Long orch on stage. Neat $40,000. | 
Last week, ‘Riding High’ (Par) plus | 
stage show (2d wk), great $52,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; © 50-85)— 
‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono) and 
‘Unknown Guest’ (Mono). Bangup 
$16.000. Last week, ‘Kansan’ (UA) 
and ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) | 
(2d wk), 6 days. and ‘Children’’ 
(Mono) and ‘Guest’ (Mono), one day, 
trim $12,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 40-85)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Moonlight 
Vermont’ (U) (4th week in Loop). 
Fair $6,500. Last week sturdy $11,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69 )— 
‘She’s for Me’ (‘U) plus Smiley Bur- 
nette and Hal McIntyre orch on 
stage. Excellent $25,000. Last week, 
‘Never Dull Moment’ (U) and ‘Holly- 
wood Pin-Up Girl’ revue, smash 
$37,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500; 40-85)—‘Lady 
Takes Chance’ (RKO) and ‘Gangway | 
Tomorrow’ (RKO) (2d wk). Great 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Flesh Fantasy’ 


(U) and ‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U)j| 
(4th wk). 1 day, and ‘Higher and | 
Higher’ (RKO), New Year’s Eve}! 


only: ‘Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO) 
and ‘Gangway ‘omorrow’ (RKO), 6 
days, big $28,000. ; 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)—- | 
‘Sahara’ (Col) (4th wk). Bright $18,- 
000. Last week. smart $20,000. | 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Lusty $20,000. Last week, sock 
$30.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50-| 
85)—‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) (4th! 
wk). Healthy $17,000. Last week, | 
sweet $21,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200; 50-85)— 
‘Heat's On’ (Col) and ‘Gem of Jam’} 
(Col). Nifty $13.000. Last. week, | 
‘Gangs. Inc.’ (PRC) and ‘Choo Choo | 
Swing’ (WB) (2d wk), great $16,500. | 


WOMAN TALL 
236, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
Business is taking a slight dip in|! 











these parts after a bullish New! 
Year's week. It’s the normal after- | 
holiday letdown, exhibs believe. | 


‘What a Woman’ at the Boyd is play- | 

ing to nice crowds as is ‘Whistling in 

Brooklyn,’ other newcomer. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-75)—‘Gov- | 
ernment Girl’ (RKO) (3d wk). Sat-' 
isfactory $10,000. Last week, with 
upped New Year’s eve scale, fine 
$15,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
*Hostages’ (Par) (2d run). Sad $3,300 
in till, Last week, ‘Northern Pur-| 
suit’ (WB). fine $5,500 for second run. | 

Boyd (WB) (2,500; 35-75) —'What a| 
Woman’ (Col). Getting plenty of at- | 
tention at $19,800 plus extra $3,200 
dividend for Sunday show at the! 
Earle, Last week, ‘No Time for Leve’ 
(Parr «2a wk), good $16,900 iitcitud- | 
ing 99c tap for New Year's eve. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-55)—'Pistol | 
Packin’ Mamma’ (Rep) with Tommy | 
Tucker orch. Okay $23,500. Last 
week, ‘Around the World’ (RKO), 
Ted Fio Rito orch, Marion Hutton 
and Frank Fay on stage, fair $23,400. | 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75)—‘Gang’s | 
All Here’ (20th) (2d wk). Holding! 
up nicely at $19,000. Opener, smash 
$29,800 plus $3.900 for one-day show- 
ing at Earle. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75) 
—Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO) (2d 
run). Okay $6,900. Last week, ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (M-G) fair $6,500 for second 
trip on second run. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220: 35-75)— 
‘Crazy House’ (U) (2d run). Blah 
$3,000. Last week. ‘Sahara’ (Col), 
bright $8,000 for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 35-75)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Nice $25,500 after torrid $40,000 
opening week starting Christmas Eve 
at 99c top. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-75)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $23,500 following husky $32,600 
for opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 35-75)— 
‘Whistting Brooklyn’ (M-G). Profit- 
able at $11,000. Last week, ‘Iron Ma- 
Jor’ (RKO) (2d wk), okay $9,400. 


| $11,000 in sight after terrif $16,000 


| $4,500. 


‘Woman’ Robust $17,000, 


‘Destination Tokyo,’ excellent at the 


‘Lady,’ ‘Action,’ Each 11G, 


Pace Montreal Newcomers 


Montreal, Jan. 11. 

Standout grosses prevail the first 
week of New Year. ‘Lady Takes 
Chanee’ at Palace, and ‘Action North 
Atl: 4c’ at Capitol, are pacing new- 
comers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 30-62)—‘Lady 
Takes Chance’ (RKO). Pointing 
smart $11,000. Last week, ‘Thank 
Lucky Stars’ (WB). good $10,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—Ac- 
tion North Atlantic’ (WB) and ‘That 
Nazty Nuisance’ (UA). Lush $11,- 
060. Last week, ‘Wintertime’ (20th) 
and ‘Yanks Ahoy’ (UA), smash $13,- 
000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—‘Rosie 
O'Grady’ (20th) (2d wk). Powerful 


first stanza. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—‘Fall- 
en Sparrow’ (RKO) and ‘This Is 
Washington’ (RKO). Pointing okay 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Heat's On’ (Col) 
and ‘Chance Lifetime’ (Col), big $7,- 
500, 

Strand (United Amusements) (750; 
35-45)—Crime School’ (WB) and 
‘Girls on Probation’ (WB) (reissues). 
Snappy $4,000. Last week, ‘Cle- 
mentine’ (Rep) and ‘Drums Fu Man- 
chu’ (Rep), $3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-60)— 
‘Jack London’ (UA) (3d wk). Good 
$3,000 after $3,500 second sesh. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Jeune Fille dans Detresse’ and 
‘Vous Seul Que J'aime.” Average 
Last week, ‘Coup de Feu’ and 
‘Cherie,’ $4,000. 


‘Land’ Bright $8,000, 
‘Diary’ 146, Ace New 
Pix in Frigid Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Jan, 11. 

Predominance of holdovers makes 
the going easier for the two leading 
newcomers, ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ and 
‘Happy Land.’ Both got off to a good 
start, but there’s a general boxoffice 
letdown following sock New Year's 
week business. A cold wave, with 
temperature dropping to 15 below, is 
no help. Those continuing their runs, 
‘As Thousands Cheer,’ ‘Lady Takes a 
Chance’ and ‘Old Acquaintance,’ are 
still clicking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) and 
‘Good Fellows’ (Par). In for five 
days, big $2,500. ‘Strange Death 
Hitler’ hid and ‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO) 
open Thursday (13). Last week, “Tor- 
nado’ (Par) and ‘Never Dull Mo- 
ment’ (U) split with ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U) 
and ‘So’s Your Uncle’ (U), good $3,- 
100 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55)— 
‘Happy Land’. (20th). Highly regard- 
ed film soaring to neat $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (2d 
wk), fine $7,800. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—‘Son of 
Dracula’ (U). Big $4,800 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Heat’s On’ (Col), $4,500. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,000; 40-50)—‘Lady 
Takes Chance’ (Par) (3d wk). Big 
$6,500 seen. Last week (2d), $8,000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th). Given 
effective campaign and helped by 
book’s prestige. Sock $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Crazy House’ (U) and Art 
Kassel orch, others, on stage, strong 
$20,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)—‘Thou- 
sands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up to first-rate $8.000 for five 
days after powerful $15,200 first 
week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘True 
to Life’ (Par). First neighborhood 
showing, satisfactory $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Rosie O'Grady’ (20th), big $4,- 
500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 40-75)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Moved here from Century, strong 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Riding High’ 
(Par) (2d wk), neat $2,600 after trim 
$11,000 first week at State. 





Cincy; ‘Tokyo’ Wow 136 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11. 
Most major houses are in clover 
for a big hangover from smash last 
(New Year's) week returns. Current 
newcomers are ‘What a Woman,’ giv- 
ing the Palace a sock week, and 


Capitol, former leading by several 
lengths. Of the encoring films, *‘Thou- 
sands Cheer,’ at Keith's, is racking 
up the tall business. ‘Higher and 
Higher,’ which was pleaging last 
week at the Palace, is way off in 
moveover session at the Shubert. 
Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (3.100; 44-85 )\—‘Gang- 
way Tomorrow’ (RKO) and at | 
Quarter Revue’ on stage. Press puffs 


‘for pix and flesh array not enough | 


| ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Jan. 13 
Astor—‘Life Boat’ (20th) (12). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Capitol—‘A Guy Named Joe’ 
(M-G) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 29) 
Criterion—‘His Butler's Sister’ 
(U) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 10) 
Globe—‘Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?’ (Mono) (15). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 1) 
Hollywood—‘The Desert Song’ 
(WB) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 15) 
Music Hall—‘Madame 
(M-G) (5th week) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 24) 


Girl’ 


Curie’ 


Palace — ‘Government 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 10) 


Paramount—‘Ridin’® High’ (Par) 
(4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 10) 
Rialto—‘The Spider Woman’ 


(U) (14). 

Rivoli — ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ (Par) (27th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 21) 

Roxy—The Gang’'s All Here’ 
(20th) (4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 1) 





Strand — ‘Destination Tokyo’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ 


Dec. 22) 








to overcome lack of names. Mild 
$22,000. Last week. ‘Around Wor!’ 
(RKO) plus Gracie Barrie orch, 
Mills Bros., Three Stooges on stage. 
helped by New Year's eve sellout at 
$2.20, new vaudfilm high for Cincy, 
zoomed to $37,000. city’s biggest take 
in more than a decade. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB). Excellent 
$13,000. Last week. ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th) (2d wk), hot $10,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)—‘Un- 
known Guest’? (Mono) ad ‘Westward 
Bound’ (Mono) split with ‘Ghost 
Ship’ (RKO) and ‘Crime Doctor’s 
Strangest Case’ (Col). Normal $2,- 
200. Same last week for ‘Isle For- 
gotten Sins’ (PRC) and ‘Cowboy in 
Clouds’ (Col) divided with ‘Rookies 
Burma’ (RKO) and ‘Hands Across 
Border’ (Rep). ’ 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65 )—‘Las- 
sie Come Home’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Okay $6,500 after last week’s smash 
$11,000. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Second 
moveover for third downtown sesh. 
Socko $8,500. Last week. ‘Heat's On’ 
(Col) and ‘Battle Russia’ (20th), dull 
$5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) (3d run). 
All right $4,500. Last week, ‘Women 
in Bondage’ (Mono) and ‘Sultan’s 
Daughter’ (Mono), wham $8,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)— 
‘What Woman’ (Col). Sock $17,600. 


| 





Last week, ‘Higher and Higher’ 
(RKO), pleasing $13,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 35-65)— 


‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO). Move- 
over. Sinatra swoon fading to feeble 
$3,500. Last week, ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’ (M-G) (2d run), lofty $12,500 
for theatre’s top mark of season. 


Diary Torrid 
Z1G in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Jan. 
Loudest fireworks currently are 
being supplied by ‘Guadalcanal 
Diary,’ with standout score at Hipp. 
but other new pictures are merely 
so-so. ‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ is tak- 
ing a drubbing at State 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-65)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) (2d wk). Ro- 
bust $11,000 on moveover. Last week, 
‘Higher ard Higher’ (RKO) (2d wk),! 
nice $9,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th). Excel- 





B'way Improves After Disappointing 
New Year's; ‘Gov't Girl’ Nice $25,000, 
‘Tokyo -Barnet-Morse Huge 626, 1.0. 


Although there was a considerable 
dip in business on Broadway im-, 
mediately after New Year's, trend of 
the take has improved since then. 
While current week's gross total will 
not be sensational, it is generally | 
sturdy, and in a few spots, excep- | 
tionally strong. he past weekend |} 
Saw grosses pepping up consider- 
ably and Monday (10) was particu- 
larly substantial, amazing some man- | 
agers. sae 

While high in the profit column! 
on the whole, grosses over New 
Year’s holiday, notably New Year's | 
eve, fell below expectations with at- 
tendance under that of prior year. 
Figures attained were largely due 
to high scales charged and long} 
erinding, the Paramount going to as| 
late as 6 a.m. Saturday morning (1 Mt 
while others ranged from midnight | 
shows to around 4 am. Par, Roxy, | 
Strand and Rivoli all charged a top| 
of $2.20 New Year's eve, while the | 
Capitol got an even $2, including | 
tax. Other houses charged from| 
$1.10 to $1.75. Extra stageshows 
were thrown in, Par and Strand do- | 
ing seven; Music Hall, Roxy and 
Capitol six, and the State five 

All downtown houses held over 
their New Year shows excepting the 
second-run State and the Palace, | 
latter on Thursday (6) having 
brought in ‘Government Girl.’ It’s 
doing well at probable $25,000, al- 
though not outstanding. State, with 
‘Girl Crazy’ and a stageshow includ- 
ing. Grace McDonald and team of 
Smith and Dale, should get a better | 
than good $31,000. 


Among the large number of hold- 
overs, leading the street in a par- 
ticularly sensational manner is 
‘Destination Tokyo’ and, in person, | 
Charlie Barnet band, Ella Mae)! 
Morse, others, at the Strand. In- | 
dications point to a smash $62,000 or | 
thereabouts this week (2d). The first, 
through New Year's established a 
new all-time high for the house of 
$77,000. Very strong is ‘Madame 
Curie’ at the Music Hall, now in its 
fourth week, and looking a big $101,- 
000. Holds a fifth as a result. 


A replacement today (Wednes- 
day) is the opening of ‘Lifeboat’ at 
the Astor, ‘following a special in-| 
vitational premiere last night (Tues- | 
day). Outgoing film, ‘Cry Havoc,’ 
went eight weeks at the house, 
showing fairly good profit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— | 
‘Lifeboat’ (20th). Begins continuous | 
policy run today (Wednesday), fol- 
lowing special invitational preerm last 
night (Tuesday). Final (8th) week 
of ‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G) dropped to 
nearly $12,000 on six days, mild, but 
over New Year’s week biz rose to 
strong $20,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Guy Named Joe’ (M-G), with Kath- 
ryn Grayson, Richard Himber orch, 
Lou Holtz and ‘Rags’ Ragland on 
stage (3d wk). Holding up stoutly, 
this week (3d) looking big $68,000. 
Prior stanza, with aid of the last of 
the year-end holidays when $2.20 top 
was charged, gross went to whammo 
$84,000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 35-$1.25) 
—Butler’s Sister’ (U) (3d wk). | 
Wound up second semester last night | 
(Tuesday) at fine $28,000. Initial 
seven days hit smash $45,000, new 
high for house. 

Globe (Brandt) 
‘Tarzan’s Desert Mystery’ (RKO) 
(3d-final wk). Entirely satisfactory 
at around $12,000; last week (2d) was | 
$16,000, good. ‘Where Are Children?’ | 
(Mono) opened Saturday (8). 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 44-$1.25) 
—‘Desert Song’ (WB) ‘th wk). 
Moderate takings at about, $21.000, 
while last week (3d). over’ New 
Year’s, was a liitie disappointing 
though okay at $27,700. No outgoing 
date set as yet. 


{ 











d 


(1,416; 35-85) — | 





lent getaway on round-clock opening | 
and heading for great $27,000. Last | 
week, ‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO),' 
had Frank Sinatra followers on ropes | 
for terrific $31,000. 


Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 
‘Higher Higher’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Slumping mysteriously, with only 


fair $2,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Butler's Sister’ (U) (3d wk) much} 
hotter at $5,500. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1.200; 40-60)— 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mild $3,500 after garnering ordinary 
$8,500 first stanza. 

Palace (RKO) (3.700; 35-85 )—‘Dan- 
gerous Blondes’ (Col) plus Ritz Bros. | 
on stage. Trim bill heading for oke} 
$24.000. Last week, ‘Crazy House’ | 





(U) plus ‘Latin Quarter Revue’| 
wham $38,500. 
State (Loew’sY (3,450: 35-55)— 


‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G). Skelton 
farce caught off base for sad $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), 
knockout $21,000. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO). Opened | 
here Thursday (6) and doing well, | 
albeit not outstanding, at indicated 
$25,000 and holds. Concluding (9th) 
week for ‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-, 
RKO) at $1.65 top, built to $26,000, 
strong. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-$1.10) 
—Riding High’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey (4th-final wk). Closed out | 
third week last night (Tuesday) at | 


| 
} 
| 


The second frame, including New | 
Year's, with seven stageshows played 
and $2.20 top charged on N. Y. eve, 
zoomed to a terrific $100.000. House 
ground until 6 a.m. Jan. 1. | 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- | 
lers) (5,945; 44-$1.65)—‘Curie’ (M-G) | 
and stageshow (4th wk). Doing ter- | 
rif business for post-New Year's, and 
with Monday’s (10) take very big. | 
current (4th) stanza looks $101,000, | 





Stillman (Loew's) (2.700; 35-55)— 
(2d wk). 


Hot moveover at $10,000. Last week, 


excellent. Previous round was sock 
$115,000. Holds a fifth week: | 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)— 


‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO) (3d-final wk). | 
Good money-maker for this band- 


' 
' 


‘Riding High’ (Par) (2d wk), extra | box operation, the blowoff appearing | 


good $7,800, 


okay $6,500; last week (2d) through! 


| stage 


| $72,000. 


| others, in person (2d wk). 


| Girls’ unit on stage. 


i ‘Blech Fantasy’ J , *k). 
| substantial $58,000 and goes another. | Flesh Fantasy’ (U) (3d wk 


the traditional hangover day, brought 
$9,400, good. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 75-$1.65) 
—‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (13th wk). Re- 
newed vigor, probably as result of 
announcement of closing Jan. 24, 
pushing take to probable $27,000, 
very good. Last week, over New 
Year's, take jumped to splendid $37,- 
000. ‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th) 
opens a run, on continuous basis, 
Jan. 26 here, preceded the night be- 
fore by an invitation opening. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 55-$1.10)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and Jimmy 
Dorsey, Bill Robinson, others, on 
(4th-final wk). Holding up 
sturdily, with the third week, ended 
last night (Tuesday), fetching nice 
New Year's week, with Six 
stageshows on holiday eve and a 
top of $2.20 charged, $116,000 was 
grossed, big. For seven days from 
and including Xmas day through 
New Year's eve the take was $140,- 
300. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 35-$1.10)— 
‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run) and in 
person, Grace McDonald, Smith and 


Dale, others. A _ better than good 
| $31,000 seen. Last week, a bit on 
| disappointing side for New Year's 


at $35,000 with ‘Sahara’ (Col) (2d 


j}run) and Patricia Morison and Eric 


Blore on stage. 


Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-$1.10)— 
| ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) and 
Charlie Barnet orch. Ella Mae Morse, 


Com- 
bination of hard-hitting picture and 
draughty stagebill hitting sensa- 
tional stride here. First holdover 
session looks amazing $62,000 or 
thereabouts. Over New Year’s week, 
first for the show, a new all-time 
high of $77.000 was recorded. House 
played seven stageshows New Year's 
eve, with scale at $2.20 top from 
shortly after sunset that night. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 
‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-RKO) (10th 
wk), Closing of picture at Palace 
last week helping, with eurrent 
week's take looking strong $18.000. 
Previous (9th) frame, including New 
Year’s, was $18,500. 


Tokyo’ Huge 146 


On Seattle H.0. 


Seattle, Jan. 11. 

City is mostly holdover after fine 
biz over New Year’s. Outstanding is 
‘Destination Tokyo’ in second week 
at Orpheum after smashing all pre- 
vious records on first session. “Thou- 
sands Cheer’ at Paramount and ‘Rid- 
ing High’ at Fifth Ave. also are 
strong holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Good $4.000 in five days. 
Last week, including New Year’s 
Eve show, $6,100, fair. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) 
—‘Riding High’ (Par) (2d wk). Solid 
$7,000 in five days. Last week, smash 
$12,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 40-65)— 
‘What a Woman’ (Col) (3d wk). Big 
$9,000, and holding. Last week, grand 
$11,300. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 40-75)— 
‘Lassie’ (M-G) and ‘Aldrich Haunts’ 
(Par) (4th wk). Strong $7,000. Last 
week, wonderful $9,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,300: 40-75)— 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) and ‘Banjo on 
Knee’ (20th) (reissues). Slow $5.000 
in six days. Last week. ‘Riding High’ 
(Par), forte $6.500 in six days. 
~= 2 pheum .. (H-b' 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WBy (2d wk. 
Gigantic $14,006. Last week, went to 
town and helped by New Year’s Eve 
show, suck $22,560 to break all rec- 


| ords. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-75) 


| —Clementine’ (Rep) plus ‘Pin Up 


Big $9.500. Last 
week, ‘Harvest Melody’ (PRC) and 
stage show, big $10,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-75)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Superb $12,500. Last week, smash 


| $17,200. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-75)— 
Nice 
$5.000. Last week. rousing $5,500. 
Winter Garden (Sicrling) (800; 15- 
30)—‘Salute Marines’ ‘(M-G) and 
‘Holmes Faces Death’ (U) (3d run). 


| Okay $4,000. Last week. ‘Dood It’ 


(M-G) and ‘Holy Matrimony’ (20th) 
(3d run), $4.600, big 





The Blow Torch, Bub 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Universal assigned Will Cowan as 
associate producer on the next Inner 
Sanctum mystery yarn, ‘The Frozen 
Ghost.’ 
Filming starts in two weeks, with 
Lon Chaney, Jr., in the top role. 
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‘Woman of Town’ Lively 216 in Hub; 
Diary’ Fast 26156, ‘Cheer’ 336, 2d 


Boston, Jan. 11. 
Biz js springing back steadily here, 
New Year's biz and new product hy- 





| 
NO ACTION ON DETROIT | 


poeing the upswing. All theatres suf- SHIPPERS’ ULTIMATUM. 
fered a shock when the new building | 
regulations went into effect on Jan. Detroit. Jan. 11. | 
1. Many of them have lost plenty 
of seats, 








The 10-day ultimatum given film 
and one has been closed! exchanges here by shippers and in- 


entirely. The first-runners are okay,| spectresses that they would walk 

however, and those listed below. with} out in another strike unless wage | 
ti Ee . hav ee , , ‘ 

exception of the Met, have needed increases were granted has passed 


only minor adjustments. 
On top this week 
Diary,’ at the Met. 


without the action being taken. 
The local committee which was to 


is ‘Guadalcanal 
On a day-date | 


basis at State and Orpheum, ‘Thou-}| meet with the exchanges to work 
sands Cheer’ looks strong on hold-| out a solution of the demands in- 
over. ‘stead has referred the negotiations 
Estimates for This Week to the IATSE office in New York 
Boston (RKO) (3.200; 44-99)—‘Son | “ hich is understood to be filing ac- 


Dracula’ (U) plus Glen Gray orch., | tion with the War Labor Board. 
Ames and Arno, others, on stage 


Generally rising biz here, should hit 





| 
] 
nice $24,000 Last week, ‘Around Pi L ded Wi h HO.’ ‘ 
World’ (RKO) plus Earl Carroll itt. 0a it ° + 5 
*Vanities,, wham $34,000. 
Fenway (M-P) (1.373: 40-60)— 





‘Breoklyn’-Pastor Sole 
New Entry, Fine 216 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
Stanley is outstanding this week 
since it has sole new picture in town 
Combo of ‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ 
and Tony Pastor’s band is heading 
for best non-holiday 
months. ‘Destination 


‘Woman of Town’ (UA) and ‘Nearly 
18’ (Mono). Lively $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) and 
‘Iraq’ (WB), $5,100. 

Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 44-75)— | 
*‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and ‘Holmes | 
Secret Service’ (U). Opened Tues. 
(11) to big biz. Last week, ‘Lady 
Takes Chance’ (RKO) and ‘Gangway 
Tomorrow’ (RKO), great $8,000 on | 


three days of third week. Tokyo, at 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 35-65), Penn, ‘Gang’s All Here’ at Harris, 
—‘Guadaleanal Diary’ (20th) plus! ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ at Fulton are all 


‘Good Fellows’ (Par). Smash at $26,-| big holdovers. ‘Butler's Sister’ is 
500. Last week. ‘No Time Love’! coin surprise in second week move- 
(Par) and ‘Aldrich Haunts House’! over at Senator. 

(Par), $23,000. sti ‘ is Week 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 44-65)— ggg ” poe 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk).|, Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-00) — 
Hefty $23,500, after great $27,000 last | ‘Flesh Fantasy (U) (2d wk). Falling 
week. |off a bit on h.o., but still in the 

Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 40-60)— | Sugar. Looks like strong $6,500 on 
‘Woman of Town’ (UA) and ‘Nearly | top of sensational $14,000 last week. 
18’ (Mono). Solid draw here for Harris (Harris) (2,200; 
great $15.000. Last week, ‘Princess | ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) (2d wk). 
O’Rourke’ (WB) and ‘Iraq’ (WB),| Shooting for $9,000, fine. Last week 
$13,500. | sclid $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—‘Thou-| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-60)— 
sands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay | ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 
$9.500. Last week, fine $10,700. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65)—j| here. Stays six days to get house 
‘Sultan’s Daughter’ (Mono) and ‘Sus-| back on regular Thursday opening. 
pected Persons’ (PRC). Good $5.500.| Husky $13,000 looms after last 
Last week, ‘The Ape’ (Mono) and! week's socko $24,000. 

‘Corpse Vanishes’ (Mono), $5,000. Ritz (WB) (800: 30-60)—‘Northern 





| Pursuit’ (WB) (4th wk). Will be 
lucky to do $1,700 on m.o. Last 
‘ ’ | week, holiday helped it to nice 
arte Siar SIZ OG, ek, ite eet 8 to 
(1,700: 30-60)— 


‘Our Children’ 11G, | water's"sister"W) 


* 9° | one’s proving top surprise of sea- 
Both OK in L ville son here. Will finish up with at | 


top of | 


least $4,500, big, which on 
great $5,700 last week will give Sen- 
ator its best two-week moveover. 


Louisville, Jan. 11. 
Current week got off to a fine start 


Thursday (6), but was slowed Satur-| Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-75)— 
day (8) by snowfall and slippery | ‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G) and 
streets. Inclement weather didn’t| Tony Pastor orch. Should ride to 


last long, but long enough to put a 
dent in biz. ‘North Star,’ at the Rialto 
with regular prices, ‘Northern Pur- 
suit’ at Mary Anderson, and ‘Where 
Are Your Children?’ coupled with 
Jimmy James band and vaude, at the 
National. look top newcomers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 30-50)—‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th). Still bringing in the shekels 


nice $21,000, best non-holiday, non- 
Sinatra session here in months. Last 
week ‘Gangway for Tomorrow’ 
(RKO) plus Benny Goodman orch, 
strong $26,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-60)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
After week at the Penn, moved in 
here. On 6 days of second week, 
nice $5,000. Last week potent $9,000. 








| pheum, and ‘Corvette K-225’ at Par- 


| 500, 


session in} 


30-60)— | 


30-60)— | 


| First picture in long time to hold | 


(4th wk). This | 


‘Acquaintance’ Grand 
1936, 2 Denver Spots 


Denver, Jan. 11. 

Business is off a bit after big New 
Year's week, but still good. ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ at Denver and Esquire 
looks top money. ‘Riding High’ still 
is strong on third sesh, and may 
stay a fourth. Last week five first- 
runs claimed new records. Record- 
breakers included ‘His Butler's Sis- 
ter,” at the Aladdin; ‘Gang’s All 
Here,’ day-date at Denver and Es- 
quire; ‘Thousands Cheer’ at the Or- 


amount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-65)— 


Gang’s All Here’ (20th). After week 
at each Denver, Esquire. Good $6,- 


‘Crazy House’ Boffo $30,000 Peaks 


Bangup 276 





REP TO SET UP 4 NEW 
DIST. MANAGERSHIPS 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Four new district managerships 
will be created within the ne:tt 30 
to 45 days to supervise Republic 
Pictures’ rapidly growing business, 
| president James R. Grainger an- 
nounced at the two-day sales meet- 





500. Last week, ‘Butler's Sister’ (U) 
and ‘Spider Woman’ (U), broke fec- 
ord at $10,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) and 
Woman’ (U), day-date with 
after week at each Aladdin, Esquire, 
Denver. Nice $4,500. Last week, 


30-65 )— 
‘Spider 


| Government Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Rook- 


ies Burma’ (RKO), after week at the 
Orpheum, big $7,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-65)— 
‘Riding High’ ‘Par) (3d wk) and 
‘Mine Sweeper’ (Par). Strong $11.- 
and may hold a fourth. Last 
week, ‘Riding High’ (Par), solid $12,- 
000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-65)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and,,'She’s for 
Me’ (U), day-date with 
Fine $16,000. Last week. ‘Gang’s All 
Here’ (20th), also at Esquire, rec- 
ord-breaking $23,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 30-65)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘She's for 
Me’ (U), also at Denver. Good $3,500. 
| Last week, ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), 
| also at Denver, record-breaker $6,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-65)— 
| "Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
jand ‘Seventh Victim’ (RKO). Nice 
| $13,000. Last week, ‘Thousands Cheer’ 
(M-G), record-breaker at $24,000. 

{| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Corvette K-225' (U) and ‘Pistol 
| Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) (2d wk). Fine 
| $9.000. Last week, new record at 
| $15,000. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—‘Butler’s 
Sister’ (U) and ‘Spider Woman’ (U). 
| Day-date with Broadway after week 
at each Denver, Esquire, Aladdin. 
| Trim $3,000. Last week, ‘Happy Land’ 
| (20th) and ‘Crime Doctor’s Strangest 
Case’ (Col), after week at each Den- 
| ver, Esquire, Aladdin, fine $4,000. 


‘STODDARD (SKOURAS), 
IN N. Y, UP FOR SALE 


The Stoddard, N. Y., second-run 
theatre of the Skouras circuit and 
one of the best money-makers of the 





| upper west side of N. Y., is for sale, 
| together with the two-story building 
of which it is a part. According to 
Robert G. Morgan, associate broker 
of the Hammond, Harvey Braxton 
Co., corporate financing concern of 
Wall street, it is not being offered 
for sale publicly. Morgan declines 
to name the price at which the own- 
er will sell. 

Stoddard is under lease to the 
Skouras Amusement Corp. until 1950 
and is one of the leading Skouras 
subsequent-runs on the upper west 
side, playing film of Metro, Para- 
mount, Universal and United Artists 
behind Loew’s, 











on moveover from Rialto, for healthy 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Lassie Come 
Home’ (M-G) and ‘Something About 
Soldier’ (Co, took big $5,000 on 
moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 15-25) 
—I Dood It’ (M-G) and ‘This Is 
Washington’ (RKO). Nice $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Wintertime’ (20th) and 
‘Sahara’ (Col), with holiday hypo, 
big $2,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) 
50)—Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Sturdy $9,000. Last week | 
~*—/, to high mark of $16,000, ter- , 
rific. } 


May Hit Theatres 


(3,300; 30- Washington, Jan. 11. 





ice last Saturday (8) in knocking out 
virtually all occupational deferments 


a — Cteeon) (ieee _for those 18 through 21 is not ex- 
Mary Anderson iOson)  (1,0U0" |) nected to clip Hollywood yery much 
30-50)—‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Up | aon it will he ew on some the- 
among the leaders, but small capac- ' ro a : h “ : ; 
ity hurts. Satisfactory $4,500. Last; @ — oe ay oe 8 eee. S 
week, ‘Old Acauaintance’ (WB) (2d Tadio broadcast stations which hold 
wk). pleasing $5,000. deferments for young technicians. 

cane ae send Miosdy oa pd, tradi, Held it wil alan bt 
Jimmy James orch and stage show, | FCC, FBI as Raper « Pape = cn 
off to a brisk Friday (7) opening | ernment agencies which were forced 


with indications for nice §11.000. Last; t© obtain deferments for young 
week, ‘Doughboys Ireland’ (Col) and! technicians because of the scarcity of 


rs Dexter orch on stage, strong older trained men. 
12.000. . . 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 30- | che som Maeve e6ts ene more 


50)—‘North Star’ (RKO). point of confusion for theatres and 
good start a A i Pla A Ad film exchanges which have entered 
very good $12.000. Last week,’ the new yea: deeply concerned over 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), packed ‘em. the manpower problem despite the 
for smash $14,000, and moveover. elimination of the non-deferrable 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 30- classification’ in the draft. They will 
50)—‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls have to seek their relief from State 


on Probation’ (WB) (reissues). Selective Service directors who will 
ant Bay pee as Pewee: retain their authority to grant defer- 
(U). horror combo solid $6.000. ' ments in cases of special local short- 
puingeninenicceianinnaaceelit _ ages of manpower. 
Rogers Reps Wanger However, 
Budd Rogers has been appointed, Hershey, national director of Selec- 
representative for Walter Wanger| tive Service, made clear on Saturday 
Productions, working with Univer-! that there will be a tightening up of 
sal out of New York. these local deferments among the 
He will handle ‘Gung Ho’ and’! younger men, including those under 
‘Ladies Courageous,’ both being re-' 22 who are married with children. 
leased by U. Problem 1s being studied here by 


Action of National Selective Serv- | 


Major General Lewis} 


K.0. of 18-21 Occupational Deferments 


More Than H'wood 


' Claude R. Collins, WAC newsreel co- 
ordinator, who, for the past year, has 
| also worked on manpower matters 
| for the entire industry. Collins fears 
| that, with the father draft now in 
| full swing, local boards are not go- 
ing to hesitate to raid the manpower 
_of theatres and exchanges, particu- 
| larly to clean out all non-fathers. 


| In many cases, these local boards 
| cannot be convinced that anyone in 
| a theatre is essential and should be 
| passed over, irrespective of what 
| guarantees are given by the War 
| Manpower Commission and Selective 
| Service, 
| Situation is figured particularly 
| tough for the exchanges which have 
| been foreed to swing to women film 
| bookers, although men doing the 
| work are no longer listed as ‘non- 
| essentian® Loss of shippers in the 
exchanges may become the most 
| serious problem. Number of prints 
| is limited due to restrictions on raw 
| film. This puts the shippers under 
| great strain, since they must receive, 
| examine, patch, clean and reship film 
faster than ever before 

Exchanges claim they can’t use 
women for the work because of the 


| physical effort involved. The large 


cans containing full-length features 
weigh 75-80 pounds on the average 





and are too much for most women to 
handle. j 


Rialto | 


Esquire. | 


ing held at the Drake hotel last 
|week. In agdition seven divisional 
| publicity men will be put on in line 
with the $2,000,000 advertising 
| publicity budget recently announced 
|by the company. Meeting for the 
| most part concerned sales problems 
land coming pictures and was a 
| repetition of matters taken up at 
ithe recent N. Y. confab. 

Meeting attended by mid- 
| western and southern district sales 
managers and branch managers 
|headed by Edward Walton, mid- 
| western sales manager, and Merritt 
| Davis, southern district 
| ager. Francis Bateman, western dis- 
trict sales manager and William Saal 
}and Walter L. Titus, Jr., from the 
| home office, were aJso in attendance. 


One Man’s Anti-Dish 
Phobia Becomes Quite 
A Berserk Cataclysm 


Detroit, Jan. 11. 

A one man rebellion against dish 
night was quelled here when Alpha 
T. Goolsby was sentenced by Re- 
corder’s Judge Joseph A. Gillis to 
pay $20 fine and to make restitution 
for some shattered chinaware. 

The most inexplicable part of the 
story is that Goolsby is a bachelor— 
aman whoenever had a dish thrown 
at him in his life nor was dragged 
off by the Little Woman every Wed- 
nesday to the nabe to build up her 
| china collection. He was just a guy 
who didn’t like what he saw on Dish 
Nights at the theatre and who told 
the court that ‘you get your ribs 
poked in by women guarding those 
platters.’ 

So Goolsby parked himself last 
Wednesday outside the East End 
theatre here and as the females 
emerged triumphantly with their 
dishes he smashed them. He got 


was 


sales 








accidental before going completely 
berserk and starting to shatter them 
against the building wall. That's 
when the cops came in and nipped 
the Goolsby Anti-Giveaway Crusade. 





Levey’s $500,000 Suit Vs. 
Monogram-Pathe Settled 


Notice filed last week in N. Y. 
federal court showed that the 
$500,000 damage action, for alleged 
breach of contract, brought by 
Arthur Levey against Monogram 
Pictures Corp., Pathe Pictures, Ltd. 
| of England, W. Ray Johnston, presi- 
dent of Monogram and William Gell, 
distribution manager of Pathe, was 
settled and discontinued. 

Levey had charged that a new 
contract for the distribution of 
Monogram films in England, which 
the defendants made in 1941, dad 
deprived him of 5° commissions. 


He’s Gonna Be Lonesome 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
First Hopalong Cassidy picture to 
be produced by Harry Sherman 
without Bill Boyd in the saddle will 
be ‘One Man Posse,’ slated to start 
in February with a new rider, still 
to be named. 
Boyd cut loose from the Sherman 
payroll after a long association, with 
the completion of ‘Forty Thieves.’ 











Lightman, the Winnah! 


Memphis, Jan. 11. 

M. A. Lightman, local circuit ty- 
coon and former MPTOA president, 
paired with Pvt. Myron Fuchs of 
Second Army headquarters here last 
week to win the New Year’s Tourna- 
ment of the Tennessee Bridge Asso- 
ciation. 

Lightman-Fuchs team scored 186 
match points out of possible 312 to 
nose out Mr. and Mrs. Ned Turner, 
who registered 18414. 

Showman was also elected one of 
the Association’s five directors for 
1944, 





Det. Product; Tokyo 


Detroit Jan. 11. 
Post-holiday season biz here con- 
tinues good being helped by intro- 
duction of fresh product. Last week 
went to a high level aided by holi- 
days with falling-off in the present 
session as Detroit settles back to war 
work. Exhibitors are keeping out a 





and | 


man- | ia ; ~ 
|—‘Crazy House’ (U) and ‘Son Drac-« 


quite a few by pretending it was | 


sharp eye on war plant work because 
it is falling away fromNits former 
| peak as armament stocks stack up. 
Michigan is going strong with ‘Des- 
| tination Tokyo’ and ‘Petticoat Lar- 
lceny,’ but the Fox is current leader 
‘Son of Drac.- 


Estimates for This Week 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
| ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and ‘Strange 
|Death Hitler’ (U) (2d wk). Pair 
| moved from Fox, bright $8,700. Last 
week, ‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Pis- 
tol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep), fine $8,900. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
| (2,800;°55-75 )—No Time Love’ (Par) 
(4th wk) and ‘Around World’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). Combination bill moved 
in from other United houses still 
holds up with okay $14,000 after last 
week’s strong $20,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 55-75) 








ula’ (U). Brisk $30,000 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), socko 
$41,000 for holiday period. 
Madison (United Detroit) 
55-75) —‘Phantom Opera’ 
‘Swing Maisie’ (M-G). 
for great $5,200. Last week, ‘Let's 
Face It’ (Par) and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
(WB) (reissue), big $5,400. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
55-75)—‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) 
and ‘Petticoat Larceny’ (RKO). 
Bangup $27,000. Last week, ‘Fallen 
Sparrow’ (RKO) and Ina Ray Hut- 
ton orch and Kim Loo Sisters on 
stage, smash $45,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 
000; 55-75)—‘Lady _Takes 
(RKO) and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB) 
(2d_ wk). Should tuck fine $16,000 
behind last week’s big $23,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—‘Thousands Cheer’ 
(M-G) and ‘Murder Waterfront’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Continuing strong 
with $17,000 sighted after first week's 
robust $24,000. 


(1,800: 
(U) and 
Back in loop 


(4,000; 





(3.< 
Chance’ 





‘Higher’-Vaude Strong 
$18,000, Balto; ‘Riding’ 
Rousing $16,000, Solo 


Baltimore, Jan. 11. 
Good trade is being noted here in 
| spite of ample h.o. product on tap. 
| Of newcomers, ‘Higher and Higher,’ 
| spliced to vaude at the combo Hipp, 
is extra strong at the b.o., and ‘Rid- 
ing High’ is also speeding along to 
forte returns at Keith's. ‘Thousands 
Cheer,’ at Loew's Century, and ‘Des- 
tination Tokyo,’ at the Stanley, are 
solid holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 











Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 
55)—"Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d 
, Wk). Holding strong at $17.000 after 


terrific $23,700 last session. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 
17-66)—‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO) 
plus vaude. Drawing big response 
at $18,000 or near. Last week. ‘Gov- 
ernment Girl’ (RKO), with record- 
breaking New Year's Eve under belt, 
ran up to socko $22,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 17- 
55)—Riding High’ (Par), Attracting 
resounding $16,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Flesh, Fantasy’ (U), good 
a after fine initial sesh at $13,- 


Maryland (Hicks) (1,240: 25-50)—~ 
“Where Are Children’ (Mono). Av- 
erage $4,000. Last week, second of 
tsi on - ae (Mono) added 
air 7 0 all-right first try at 
$4,200 P 7 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-50)— 
‘Hostages’ (Par) (2d wk). Better than 
average at $4,000 after nice $5,300 last 
session. 

New (Mechanic) (1.680: 17-55)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Holding nicely at $7,000 after steady 
$9,800 on second week, beth good fig- 
ures for this limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). Still 
booming at $16,000 after a sensational 
initial sesh at wow $27.700. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480: 17+ 
55)—‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G) 
(reissue). Mildish $3,500. Last week, 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) in moveover 


from downstairs Century, so-so 
$3,600. 


They'll Know Next Month 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

William Perlberg added ‘Where Do 
We Go From Here?’ to his produc- 
tion schedule at 20th-Fox, with a 
February start slated for Morris 
Ryskind’s script. 

Others on Perlberg’s producing 
roster are “Too Many Wives, ‘Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe,’ ‘State 





Fair,’ ‘Jean Valjean’ and ‘Another 
Claudia.’ 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


21 





Woman’ Fat $22,500, Frisco; ‘Riding’ 
21G, ‘Higher’ 286, Both Strong 11.0.s 





San Francisco, Jan. 1l. 


With the flu cases disappearing and 
New Year’s eve shows at top prices 


helping, grosses soared last week, 
and continue strong currently. Town 
is full of holdovers, with ‘Riding 


High, ‘Woman of Town’ and ‘Higher 
and Higher’ helped by big vaude 


bill, look best. ‘What a Woman’ is 
one of stout newcomers, 
Estimates for This Week 

Fex (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75)—‘I 
Dood It’ (M-G) and ‘Man Down Un- 
der’ (M-G). Good $23,000. Last week, 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), terrifie 
$36,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 
—‘Riding High’ (Par) and ‘Whi: 
ing Footsteps’ (Rep) (2d wk). Fine | 
$21.000. Last week, smash $29. 500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th), nice $14,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
‘Hostages’ (Par) with ‘Show Boat 
Follies’ unit. Robust $25,000. Last 
week, ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) 
with stage show ‘Hobby Lobby,’ ter- 


rif $26,500. 

State (F-WC) (2,160; 55-75)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Mystery 
18th Guest’ (Mono) (3d wk). Grand 


$14,000. Last week, great $18,000 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 
—‘Higher and Higher’ 
Doolev Wilson, Pat Rooney, Sr., 
Preisser, others, on stage (2d 
Big $28,000. 


(RKO) plus 
June 


wk) 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 
75)—What a Woman’ (Col) and 


) 

‘Doctor's Strangest Case’ (Col). Nifty 
$22.500. Last week, ‘Butler’s Sister’ 
(U) and ‘Never Dull Moment’ (U) 
(3d wk), exceptional $14,600. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100: 
60-75)—'Woman of Town’ (UA) and 
‘Larceny Music’ (Col) (2d wk). oke 
$10,000. Last week, good $13,700. 


‘Riding High’ $10,500 
Best Picture in Omaha 


Omaha, Jan. 11. 
Despite severe cold snap, business 





v 





55-75 )— | 
Great | 


55-75) | 


Last week, giant $35,000. | 


| 40-60 )—'Gang’s All Here’ 
| wk). 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $2,600,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 185 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
WN; 2.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
OS® . re $2,266,800 
_ (Based on 25 cities, 184 theatres) — 
ne 


Holdovers Slow K. e 
‘Cheer’ $14,000, ‘Higher’ 








106, ‘Gangs’ 956, All OK 


Kansas City, Jan. 11. 

A letdown at the boxoffices here 
this week is attributed to an almost 
solid holdover situation. Biz sky- 
rocketed to sock heights during the 
first week of 1944. Pace-setter is 
‘Thousands Cheer’ at the Midland, 
the bell-ringer of last week. ‘Riding 
High’ is still steady in its third stanza 
at the Newman, after smash biz the 
first two weeks. ‘Higher and Higher’ 
at Orpheum, and ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
day-and-date at Esquire, Uptown 
and Fairway, both are okay after 
torrid initial rounds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820. 2,043 and 700: 
(20th) (2d 


Nice $9,500 after hot $17.000 


| first stanza, fulfilling expectations. 


Last week ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB), | 
big $16,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-55)— 
‘Seven Sinners’ (Indie) with vaude. 
Off pace at $4,000 on four-day run. 
Last week nice $5,400 in same time 
for ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep) and vaude. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 30-50)— 
‘As Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Sturdy $9,500 after socko $15,- 
300 opening stanza. 


‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB). Average 
$5,000 on moveover. Last week 
‘Riding High’ (Par), also on move- 
over, fine $5,200. 


‘GANG'S HERE’ 
18G IN WASH. 


boxoffices. 
weather 

excellent. 
Keith’s, is 


Three days of driving wet 
hurt ‘some, but grosses are 
‘Government Girl,’ at 
still strong in third ses- 


sion. ‘Gang’s All Here.” at the Pal- 
ace, is nice despite crix pounding, 
but behind ‘Thousands Cheer,’ at 


same house the previous week. 
‘Thousands Cheer’ was yanked at 
Palace after one week because prod- 
uct is piling up and will give the 
Columbia its biggest week since ‘Bell 
Tolls. qe 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3.434: 30-66) 
‘True to Life’ (Par) plus Carlos Mo- 
lina orch on stage. Nice $23.000. Last 
week, ‘Lost Angel’ (M-G)_ with 
vaude, sock $28,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 30-66 )— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Moved 
over for second week for boffo $10.,- 


000. Last week, ‘Lassie Come 
(M-G), solid $9,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,240; 


Home’ 


30-90 )—‘Desti- 


Midland (Loew's) (3.500: 35-55)— | nation Tokyo’ (WB) with vaude (2d 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). | Wk). Good $17,500. Last week, nifty 
| Lusty $14,000 to add to socko $20,000 | $26,000. J 
total for initial frame, considerably Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 40-65) — 
| better than hopes. * ‘Government Girl’ (RKO) (3d wk). 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 40- | Wiat this town liked, robust $11.000 
60)—Riding High’ (Par) (3d wk). | afier two socko weeks at $18,000 and 


Fine $9,000 to add up to smash $39,- 
500 for three-week run, outstanding 
biz for this spot at this scale. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO) and 
|*Gangway Tomorrow’ (RKO) (2d 


generally is holding up. Sinatra pic- | 


ture, ‘Higher and Higher’ did a nice 
first week at the Brandeis but, when 
held over, sagged badly. Supplanted 
after the eleventh day by ‘North Star,’ 
which came in Tuesday (11). ‘Riding 
High’ at the Paramount looks top 
straight filmer. Clyde Lucas band 
show headed by Jack Pepper. 
coupled with ‘Tartu’ looks fairish at 
Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-65) 
—Tartu’ (M-G) and Clyde Lucas 
band on stage. Fairish $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Young Ideas (M-G) and 
‘Hollywood Cover Girls’ on stage, 
with extra midnight show, 
300. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
55)—Riding High’ (Par), Riding for 
tali $10,500 or near for solo feature. 


Last week, ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), 
with help of midnight show, fine 
$9,000. 


nice $15,- | 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 11- 


55)—‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO) 
with ‘Gangway For Tomorrow’ 
(RKO). Okay $10,000 in 11 days, not 
sensational. Replaced on 
(11) by ‘North Star’ (RKO). 

Omaha (Tristates) 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and 
derella Swings It’ (RKO). Moved 
over from Paramount. Great $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘Klondike Kate’ (Col) with ‘Girl 
Crazy’ moved down for second week, 
neat $8,800 with midnight show 
thrown in. 


“B’klyn’ $13,000, ‘Tokyo’ 
12G, Fancy Buff. H.O.s 


Buffalo, Jan. 11. 
Biz is tapering off currently after 
last week. ‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ 
at Buffalo is best of holdovers, in all 
deluxers this sesh. 
Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Down Under’ (M-G). Snug 


$13,000. Last week ‘Thousands Cheer’ 
(M-G), terrif $23,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) 
— ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Steady $12,000. Last week great 
$22,000. 

Hipp (Shea) 
‘Thousands Cheer’ 
Moveover from 
enough at $10,000. 
Time Love’ (Par) 
Haunts House’ (Par) 
$12,000. 

Lafayetie 


(2,100: 
(M-G) 


35-65) 
(2d wk). 
Buffalo. Good 
Last week ‘No 
amd ‘Aldrich 
(2d wk?, nice 
(Basil) (3,300; 35-65) 
‘What a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Good 
Luck Yates’ (Col) (2d wk). Trin 
$9.000 in five days of holdover. Last 
week strong $17,000. 

20th Century (Yellen) (3,000: 35- 
65)-—'Higher and Higher’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Faleon Co-Eds’ (RK O}. 
Okay $10,000. Last week, with 
‘Sailors All’ (RKO), dandy $1! : 000. 


Tuesday | 


(2,000; 11-55)— | 
‘Cin- | 


wk). Healthy $10,000. Trim $15,000 
for opening sesh was about up to ex- 
pectations, 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—Calling Dr. Death’ (U) with stage 
revue featuring Willie Howard. 
Lusty $11,000. Last week 
Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) with D’Arlega 
orch and Smiley Burnette on 
stage, great $14,300. 


‘FLESH’ $11,500 TOPS 





NEW INDPLS. FILMERS, 


Indianapolis, Jan. 11. 


Biz, which rocketed here over the! ‘Gui idalcanal Diary,’ 


New Year holiday, has levelled off 


at most spots, but offers few grounds 


for complaint. ‘So’s Your 
sparked by Gracie Barrie's 


coin with a new combo show 
at the Circle. 
at the Indiana, 
this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Pistol | 


the 


Uncle. | ‘In Old Oklahoma,’ 
band and} j 
the Three Stooges, is taking the tail | 
scale 
‘Flesh and Fantasy,’ 
is top straight filmer 


$15,500. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600: 30-55 )— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Very good 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Heat's On’ (Col), 
hot $9,400. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 30-66) — 
‘Gans’s All Here’ (20th). Crix 


pounded it but will get nice $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Thousan@@@e@etr’-*N-G ) 
could have held for second week on 
fine $20,000. 


‘Diary’ Wham $28, 000, 
| N’wark; ‘Tokyo’ Hot 246: 


Jan. 11. 





Newark, 
| Both the pictures and 
off the top of the deck this 
take running ahead of 
| holiday session in 


grosses 


week, 


some instances. 
Proctor’s entry, 
followed by 
* at the Branford. 
Paramount item. 
; also potent. The Adams is getting 
eae returns with the Vaughn 
Monroe band on stage tied with 
‘Deerslayer.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


is the current pacer, 
‘Destination Toky 0, 





= -,|—Deerslayer’ (Rep) an ” ” 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-65) | Monroe orch, others, on stage. Ter- 
—'So's Your Uncle’ with Gracie Bar-| iq $94.000. Last _week. ‘Campus 
rie orch and Three Stooges on stage. | Rhythm’ (Mono) and stage show fea- 
Oke $15,500 for breaking in new,} turing Milt Britton orch, Ink Spots, 
higher price scale. Last week dandy | Grace McDonald, Shaw and Lee, 
$13,100, for ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), } smash $23,000. 
at 50c: top. | Branford (WB) (2.800; 30-90)— 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30-50) | ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB). Solo at- 
—Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Lucky! traction reapirg fat $24.000. Holds. 
Fellow, Mr. Smith.’ Modest $11. 500.) Last wee ‘ky ‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50)— 


OO awstats 
jand ‘Never Dull Moment’ (U), ter- 
last week's | 


Washington, Jan. 11. | 
Neither wind nor rain could stop 
the New Year’s trek to downtown 








Adams (Adams- Par) (1,950; 35-99) | 





L. A. Still Solid; “Govt. Girl’ Socko 
$50,500, 3 Spots, ‘Love’ Fast 41146 
In 2, ‘Tokyo 466, Comrade’ 356, H.0. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $541,500 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.. . .§496,060 
(Based on 13 theaires) 











‘Higher,’ 2d, Grand 
$11,000 in OK Prov.; 
‘Cheer’ Loud 166, H.0. 


Providence, Jan. 11. 

This year is starting out strongly. 
Holdovers are holding up well, these 
including Albee’s ‘Higher and High- 
er’: State’s ‘Thousands Cheer,’ and 
Maijestic’s ‘Destination Tokyo.’ 
ing High’ finished a solid week at 
the Strand, Sunday (9). 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.300: 30-50) 
‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO) 
‘Gangway Tomorrow’ (RKO) 
wk.). Strong $11,000 likely 

wow $16,500 in first sesh. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 
—‘Crime Schoo)’ (WB) 
Probation’ (WB) (Reissues). Steady 
$4,000. Last week. ‘Butler's Sister 
(U) and ‘Inner Sanctum’ (U) (2d 
run), hot $6,000. 

‘Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Hands 
Across Border’ (Rep) plus vaude. 
Good $6,500. Last week, ‘She’s For 
Me’ (U) and vaude, nifty $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 


(2d 
afier 


30-50) 


Stepping along to nice $13,000. First 
sesh, wham $18,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200; 36- 


59)—This Is Washington’ (RKO) and 
Lionel Hampton orch heading stage 
show. Three-day run, good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Seventh Victim’ (RKO) 
and Jerry Wald orch, sock $8,000 in 


three-day holiday run. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 30-50)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Snappy $16,000. First week. with 
New Year’s Eve, soared to $22,000 


es best biz in city. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 30-50) 
| No Time for Love’ (Par) and 
‘Minesweeper” (Par). Opened Mon- 
day (10). Last week, ‘Riding High’ 
(Par) and ‘Aldrich Haunts Hcuse’ 
(Par), grand $13, 000. 


ritic $26,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1.200; 20-55 )—‘Las- 
sie Come Home’ (M-G) and ‘Every- 
body Happy’ (Col). Pallid $2,200. 
Last week, ‘True to Life’ (Par) and 
‘Dr. Gillespie's Criminal Case’ (M- 
G), disappointing $2,600. 

Paramount (Adams- Par) (2.000: 
35-85 )\—In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) and 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep). Aim- 
ing for smart $19,000. Last week. 
‘Riding High’ (Par) and ‘Scream in 
Dark’ (Rep) (2d wk), stout $14,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and ‘Gil- 
dersleeve on Broadway’ (RKO). 
Got away in high gear and likely 
wham $28,000. Last week, ‘Gang’s 
All Here’ (20th) and ‘Ghost Ship’ 
(RKO), staunch $23,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 30-85) — 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) and ‘Yanks 
Ahoy’ (UA) (2d wk). Rosy $15,000 
in wake of swank $22,500 on initial | 
sesh. 








good, 





Present week is an aftermath. though to the over dates. It ranges from lusty to smash and great 
usual strong New Year's holiday stanza which, how- in Washington, K. C.. Newark, Providence, Minne- 
ever, rated not outstanding in several keys. Holdovers apolis, Louisville, Boston, Frisco, Detroit, Buffalo, 
dominate most key cities, which further slows the Chicago, Indianapolis, Seattle, Baltimore, Denver and 


‘Rid- | 


oe 





ee oe 


Los Angeles, Jan. 
are experiencing 
post-holiday letdown. 
Gil and ‘No Time For Love’ both 
are pulling unusually hefty biz, 
former heading for estimated $50,500 
in three houses and ‘Love’ copping 
excellent $41,500 at the two Para- 
mount theatres. ‘Destingtion Tokyg’ 


Firstruns itil le 


‘Government 


still rocking along with second week 
1 Of $46,000 at three Warner spots 
after grabbing terrific $73.600 the 


| first week. 


| 





and | 


and ‘Girls | 


‘Tender Comrade,’ in two theatres, 
also continues strong at $35,000 on 
holdover after gigantic $61.100 in the 
first seven days. Advanced price run 
of ‘Song of Bernadette’ at Cart hay 
Circle and United Arfists looks | likely 
$28,000 in third session after big $33.- 
000 on second session. It came close 
to $40,000 in first week, figured under 
original estimates. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516: 85- 
$1.65)—Song of Bernadette’ (20th) 
(3d wk). Okay $10,000. Last week, 
nice $12,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034: 45- 
| 90)—"Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Spider Woman’ (U). Heading foi big 
| $15,500. Last week, “Thousands 
| Cheer’ (M-G), terrific $18,500 aided 
| by holiday biz. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 45-90)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ WB) (2d wk). 
Nifty at $17,000. Last week. biggest 











| 





pace. Fresh fare to hit first runs in present session Philly. Way film has held un on moveovers is out- 
or last week include ‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO), ‘What standing. ‘Lady’ is smart $11,000 in Montreal, great 
a Woman’ (Col), ‘Government Girl’ (RKO), ‘Higher $20,000 in Chicago in second sesh, and fine $16,000, 
'and Higher’ (RKO) and ‘Woman of Town’ (UA). But second Det. week. 
boxoffice mainstays are ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), ‘Riding High’ continuing its high biz in K. C., Prov., 
‘Riding High’ (Par), ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), ‘Destina- Seattle, Denver, and N. Y. (stout $58,000 in third | 
tion Tokyo’ (WB), ‘Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO), and week), is tall $10.500 to lead Omaha's straight filmers | 
‘Guadalearal Diary’ (20th). and rousing $16,000 in Balto. ‘Gang’s Here’ also is} 
‘Comrade’ appearing in only L. A., is fine $35,000 in measuring up to its initial promise, being solid $18,000 
two theatres on second session. ‘What a Woman.’ do- to pace straight pictures in Wash., nice $72,000 in third | 
ing nifty $22,500 in San Francisco, is tonping Cin- N. Y. week and robust on holdovers or moveovers in | 
cinnati with sock $17,000. looks tall $23.000 in Phila- K. C.. Omaha, Pitt and Philly. ‘Destination Tokyo’ is 
delphia and big $9,000 on third Seattle sesh. United in like situation. being big on second stanzas in Wash.., | 
Artists’ ‘Woman of Town’ appears great $21,000 in two  Prov., Buffalo, Seattle, Balto, L. A., Pitt, N. Y. (smash 


Boston spots and okay on Frisco holdover. 
which launches Frank Sinatra as a star, is 


‘Higher,’ 
mostly in second stanzas and not nea 
initial weeks. 
healthy $10,000 in K. C., 
and okay $10,000 in Buffalo, all secor 
$18,000 in Baltimore with vaude. M« 


It is big $28,000 in Frisco wit! 
strong $11,000 in Providence, L. 


$62,000) 


‘Diary’ 
‘No Time 


rly as strong as on 
1 vaude, For 
A. spots. 
id sesh. Opus is big 


yveovers in Cleve- looks top filmer 


and Philly. 


Boston, 
(Par) is excellent $41,500 in two 
(20th) is neat $28,000 


A. week. ‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) 


with okay $11,500 in Indianapolis and 


land and Cincy are rated feeble. Okay $10,000 is loom- is strong on Pitt second week. ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep) is 
ing in 1ll-day run in Omaha. ‘Govt. Girl’ looks sock torrid $24,000 in Newark with a band. ‘Crazy House’ 
$50,500 in three L. A. spots, okay $25,000 in N. Y (U) is topping Det, with brisk $30,000. ‘North Star 
obust $11,000 in Wash., and trim $10,000 in Philly, (RKO) looks good $12.000 in Louisville. ‘Butler's 
both third sessions. Sister’ is fine $28,000 in N. Y. after breaking the house 

‘Thousands Cheer’ spreads all over the b.o. map, record with $45.000 opening week at the Criterion 
; appearing in some 16 keys either on holdover or move- ‘Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) looks smart $19,000, Newark 


It's fat $24,000 in Newark, excel- | 
lent $13,000 in Cincy and bangup $27,000 in Det. 

looms smash in 
Love’ 
‘Song of Bernadette’ 
in two spots on third L. 


Newark and Cleve. | 


local Warner gross at elegant $27,600. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535: 45-90)— 
‘North Star’ (RKO) (3d y Ik), Robust 
$6.000. Last week, stout $8,000 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 45-75)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Off to big 
Start at $6,000. Last week, ‘Gang’s 
All Here’ (20th) (2d wk). solid $4,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 40-85)—~— 
‘Seventh Victim’ (RKO) and ‘Ghost 
Ship’ (RKO) (3d wk). Nice $5,000 
after okay $6,200 last weck. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 45-90)—~ 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Strong $16,000. Last week record 


$26,000. 
Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,200; 


45-90)—North Star’ (RKO) i3d wk). 
In the money at $14,500 after excele 
lent second week at $17,300 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200: 40-75)— 
‘Mr. Mugg Steps Out’ (Mono) (4 
days) with King Sisters and vaude 
on stage (2d wk-4 days). Okay $8,- 


000. Last week, ‘Hoosier Holiday 
(Rep) with first week of same stage 


show, stout $20,000. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 45-90)— 
‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (2d wk) 


and ‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U). Steady 
$16.000. Last week, with ‘Falcon Coe 
Eds’ (RKO), smash $29,600. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,389: 45-90)— 
‘No Time Love’ (Par) and ‘Tornado’ 


(Par). Hefty $27,000. Last week, 
‘Riding High’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 
Haunts House’ (Par) (2d wk), smash 


$21,500. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 


451; 45-90)—'No Time For Love’ 
(Par). Solid $14,500. Last week, 
‘Riding High’ (Par) (2d wk), robust 
| $11.500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 45- 
90)—‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U}. 
Okay $19,000. Last week. with ‘Fale 


con Co-Eds’ (RKO), terrific 31.500. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 45-90)— North 
Star’ (RKO) (3d wk). Steady $5,000. 
Last week, bingo $7,000. 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 45-90)-— 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) ind 
‘Spider Woman’ (U). Great $25,000, 
Last week, ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), 
helped ‘by holiday to smash $28.600. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100; 
85-$1.65) — ‘Song of Bernadette’ 


(20th) (3d wk). Nice $18,000. Last 
week, sturdy $20,200. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1.715: 45-90)— 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Spi- 
der Woman’ (U). Big $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Thousands Cheer’ (‘(M-G), 


socko $10,400 with holiday weekend. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 45-90)— 
‘Madame Curie’ (M-G) (‘4th wk). 


| Holding strong at $7.000 after hot 
$10,500 last week. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500: 45-99)'— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Excellent $13,000. Last week. 


power- 


| ful $20,000. 


Beverly (F-WC) (1,270; 45-90)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Move- 
over for second week of picture. 
Okay $3,000. Last week, subsequente- 
run. 





Kenneth Thomson’s Duties 
At Morris Agency Defined 


Kenneth Thomson, who recently 
resigned as secretary of the Screen 
Actors Guild, post which he held 
ifor 10 years, to join the William 
Morris office, assumes his new duties 
on Friday (15). 
| Thomson will be in charge of 
management and representation of 
screen producers, directo writers 
and actors at the agency, head- 


quartered in Hollywood. 
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Screen Play by Barre Lyndon 





From the Novel by Mrs. Marie Belloc Lowndes 


Dance Director Kenny Williams 








JOHN BRAHM 


Directed by 





ROBERT BASSLER 


Produced by 
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Lifeboat 


20th-Fox release Kenneth Macgowan 


Production. Stars Tallulah Bankhead: fea- 
tures William Bendix, Walter Slezak, Mary 
Anderson, John Hodiak, Henry Hall, Hume 
Crony) Canad Lee Directed by Alfred 
Hitchcock, Story, Jofin Steinbeck; screen- 
play. dp Swerling: camera. Glen MacWil- 
liams;%editor, Dorothy Spencer At Astor, 
N. Y.. for run starting Jan. 11, "44. Run- 
ning time. 96 MINS. 

Connie Portes Tallulah Bankhead 
Gus ..William Bendix 
The German. ....ccccccecsaces Walter Slezak 
Alice Macker cescccocees Mary Anderson 
TEGVOR . o5. 0 veces ct oeentteewes John Hodiak 
Rit MOE. c46% tuenttbesnaees .. Henry Hull 
Mrs wiNS. .cacascuteaenes Heather Angel 
Stan’ G Ott. 6. ccatabeeese Hume Cronyn 
p  PPOUPLT TERETE CTT .. Canada Lee 


‘Lifeboat’ looks like a big grosser. 


| ture will serve as strong support on 
| duals. 
| Strangely, all the victims are found 
in locked rooms with death resulting 
| from wounds inflicted by bullets from 
' guns found in their hands. However, 
Holmes believes that a woman is be- 
| hind the alleged suicides. On a fish- 
ing trip with Dr. Watson he dis- 
| appears, with his death announced 
in London papers. Of course, he 
| comes back to life soon enough, solves 
the reason for the murders. escapes 
death twice at the hands of the gang, 
land they wind up in the hands of 
| the police. 
} Bacil Rathbone, as Sherlock 
|} Holmes, and Nigel Bruce, as Dr. 
Watson, give their usual substantial 


, : 1: | performances in this film, one of a 
John Steinbeck’s devastating indict- | copies of mysteries based on novels 
ment of the nature of Nazi bestiality, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Gale 
at times an almost clinical, di sect- Sondergaard. as Adrea Spedding 
Ing room ; nalysis, tnougn it 1s a - | does a bewitching job as the diabolic 
ways carried along for strong audi-|}.0.4 of a group of killers-for-life 
ence values under the impetus of | insurance benefits. Rest of the play- 
exciting narrative, emerges aS PpOW-| ¢r< including Dennis Hoey, as Les- 
erful adult motion picture fare. terade of Scotland Yard; Vernon 

This is one of the first films to deal | Downing, brothey of Adrea; Alec 
with problem of the people of |Craig and Mary Gordon irtray 
Germany. It is not a problem pic- | their small roles in capable fashion. 
ture, however, and its sociological | Direction by Roy William Neill, 
implications are né¢ 


atly and expertly | 


who aiso produced, is in keeping 


fictionized. Neither is there any ef- | with past films in this series. Screen- 
fort 


to solve any problem. Yet a 
provocative issue is raised, one of 
a kind calculated to stir theatregoers 





throughout the country. The ques- 
tion Steinbeck poses is, ‘What can | 
you do with people like that?’ 
meaning the Germans. 

The picture is based on an orig- 
inal idea of director Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s Hitchcock, from accounts, 
first asked Steinbeck to write the 


piece for book publication, figuring 
that if it turned out a big seller the 
exploitation value for film purposes 
would be greatly enhanced. The 
author, however, would not under- 
take the more ambitious assignment 
and wrote the story for screen pur- 
poses only, with Jo Swerling han- 
dling the adaptation. 

Patterned along one of the sim- 
plest, most elementary forms of dra- 
matic narration. the action opens and 
closes on a lifeboat. It’s a lusty, 
rebust story about a group of sur- 
vivors from a ship sunk by a U-boat. 
One by one the survivors find pre- 
carious refuge on the lifeboat. Fi- 
nally they pick up a survivor from 
the German U-boat. Despite the 
fierce hatred of the suspicious Kovac 
(John Hodiak), an American of 
Czech descent, the majority vote 
against killing the Nazi. He is first 
tolerated and then welcomed into 
their midst. They share their food 
and water with the Nazi. 
end he repays their trust and con- 
fidence with murderous treachery. 

The Nazi, who turns out to be 
the captain of the submarine which 
sunk the ship originally, hoards vita- 
min-food and water while the oth- 
ers go hungry and thirsty. He steers 
the lifeboat off its course, heading 
it straight for German waters. He 
torments the suffering group with 
extravagant boasts of Nazi ‘master 
race’ superiority. And when he 
finally disposed of there is a mo- 
mentary sense of loss among the sur- 
vivors, as if ‘the motor is gone.’ Yet, 
when the group of Americans and 
Britishers is confronted later with 
another Nazi whom they rescue from 
the sea, they appear likely to repeat 
their first mistake. Have they so soon 
forgotten Willie. the first Nazi? May- 
be not, but as humans they cannot 
murder another defenseless human 
in cold blood. 


Walter Slezak, as the fat, greasy, 
conceited German, comes through 
with a terrific delineation. Henry 
Hull as the millionaire, William Ben- 
dix as the mariner with a jitterbug 
complex who loses a leg, John Ho- 
diak as the tough. bitter. Nazi-hater, 
and Canada Lee as the colored stew- 
ard, deliver excellent characteriza- 
tions. 

Tallulah Bankhead, as Mrs. Porter, 
a cynical newspaper writer, is not 

hotogenically acceptable in the 

rief, fiercely romantic interludes 
with Hodiak. The camera treats her 
unkindly throughout, except in one 
or two instances. 

While the film has no top picture 
names, it is a production that holds 
first-rate exploitation possibilities. 

Hitchcock has piloted the piece 
skillfully, ingenuously developing 
suspense and action. 
it’s a slow starter, the picture, from 
the beginning, leaves a strong im- 

act and, before too long, develops 
nto the type of suspenseful product 
with which Hitchcock has always 
been identified. Mori. 


Sherlock Holmes and 
the Spider Woman 


Universal release of Roy William Neill 


Production, directed by Neill; assistant di- 
rector, Melville Shyer. Features Basil 
Rathbone, Nigel Bryce, Gale Sondergaard, 


Dennis Hoey, Vernon Downing. 
Bertram Millhauser, based on story by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle: camera, Charles Van 
Enger; editor, James Gibbon, Previewed in 
N. Y., Jan. 5, '45. Running time, 62 MINS. 


Sherlock Holmes..... .... Basil Rathbone 
Pr. Watson 


Screenplay, 


ote¥ 0b006% eosscescomigel Bruce 
Adrea Spedding.......... Gale Sondergaard 
Lesterade....... eb@ahsisvecdes a Dennis Hoey 
Norman Locke....eeeee-+. Vernon Downing 
BNI ov 55 + 0:2 000660006600 000s oon Alec Craig 
Mrs, Hudson...cocsccccsrecs++- Mary Gordon 
Gilflower.....cccces ebeececvesacd Arthur Hohl 
Larry 


ere A ear erre Teddy Infuhbr 


A mysterious succession of ‘py- 
jama’ suicides throws London into a 
turmoil. Sherlock Holmes, convinced 
the dead were all murder victims, 
rounds up the gang of killers. It’s 
all interesting enough, and the pic- 


And in the } 


is | 


Despite that 


| play by Bertram Millhauser is not 


too wordy, with action moving right 

| along. One gets the impression that 
the Sherlock Holmes series must be 
'a good money-maker for Universal, 
| since the pictures are so obviously 
| produced on limited budgets. Sten 


Ali Baba and the 40 |!" 


Thieves 
(TECHNICOLOR; ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Jan. 7. 
release Paul 


Universal of 


Malvern pro- 

duction, Stars Mari: Montez, Jon Hall, 

Turhan Bey; features Andy Devine, or- 

tunio Bonanova, Frank Puglia, Ramsay 

|} Ames, Moroni Olsen, Kurt Katch. Directed 
‘ee Arthur Lubin. Original screenplay by 
| Edmund L. Hartmann: camera, George 
| Robinson and W. Howard Green special 
| photography, Jobn FP. Fulton: editor, Rus- 
sell Schoengarth: dialog director, Stacy 

Keach; asst. director, Charles Gouk ore 
} and direction, Edw: Ward; song, Ward 
| and J. K. Brenna? Previewed at Pan- 
tages, Jan. 6, '44. Running time 85 MINS, 
pS PPT TT TTeTeT ere Ce Mario Montez 

Ali Baba..... ..Jon Hall 

. Pere Te Terre ST Te .Turhan Bey 

PRRs coos ccceesecbaassess Andy Devine 

Hivlagu Kham. ..ccccccsscess Kurt Katch 

CN 660 600s et enews . Frank Puglia 

PM oc thowadeaseaues Fortunio Bonanova 

GARE cheese secsbenes Moroni Olsen 

Pea cdvtacne<eeabues Ramsay Ames 

es RE nso 50eeesesesa Chris-Pin Martin 

Ali (as child)......+-+-.. ..Seotty Beckett 

Amara (as child).....cece: Yvette Duguay 

Mongo) Captain....sccccececes Noel Cravat 

Little Thief......ecccceees Jimmy Conlin 

Mahmoud Harry Cording 

‘Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves’ is a 





| colorful and exciting melodrama that 
| will play a happy tune at the theatre 
| wickets and catch holdovers gener- 
| ally in key bookings. Picture is 
strictly escapist entertainment, but 
deftly contrived and presented for 
maximum audience reaction. 

Following success of ‘Arabian 
Nights,’ Universal decided to turn 
out series of dramatic fantasies, with 
‘Ali Baba’ second in group. No ques- 
tion of picture’s ability to duplicate 
or surpass b.o. reaction of ‘Nights.’ 
In utilizing the Ali Baba idea, pro- 
ducer Paul Malvern expertly dishes 
up an adventurous screen tale that 
is noteworthy for fast pace and eye- 
appeal through costumes and sets 
photographed in some of the best 
Technicolor to date. 


Tale centers around Bagdad at the 
time of the Mongol invasion which 
enslaved the populace and killed the 
caliph. But latter's young son es- 
capes to the hills and stumbles on 
secret cave of the 40 thieves to be- 
come adopted member of the band. 
Ten years later he is the heroic 
| leader, pitting his group against the 
ruling Mongol khan of Bagdad until 
| the people can be freed. There’s the 
| inevitable romance with Maria Mon- 
tez, daughter of the traitorous Frank 
Puglia, her forced betrothment to 
the khan, and eventual victory for 
Ali Bala. 


Picture moves at express speed 
and pauses but briefly for charac- 
terizations. Maria Montez, as the 
princess, catches attention with a 
good performance and many excel- 
lently-photographed shots that accen- 
tuate eye-reaction, particularly two 
bathing episodes. Jon Hall, as Ali 
Baba, is a fast riding and robust hero 
in typical cinematic vein; while Tur- 
han Bey clicks as a slave boy with 
ease of handling his particular as- 
signment. Andy Devine is in for his 
usual comedy antics that catch fa- 
vorable reaction: Kurt Katch deliv- 
ers a solid portrayal of the khan, and 
Puglia is prominent as the traitor. 
Ramsay Ames is a formful slave girl, 
and Fortunio Bonanova does well in 
brief appearances as the original 
Baba. 

Mounting is excellent. There's 
color in the sets and costumes, and 
gorgeous exteriors that react to full- 
est values through the expert pho- 
tography of George Robinson and 
Howard Greene. Action predom- 
inates, with cameras catching wide 
scope of battle climax in the khan’s 
palace grounds when the populace 
rush in to join the 40 thieves in 
overthrow of the invaders. 

Edward Ward did a slick job in 
preparing the musical score and di- 
recting the background music, join- 
ing with J. K. Brennan in writing 
ja riding song. ‘40 Thieves and One 














for All,’ which is sung by male 
chorus when thieves are riding to 
battle. Walt. 




















Miniature Reviews 


‘Lifeboat’ (20th). Alfred Hiteh- 
cock thriller, based on John 
Steinbeck’s powerful original, a 
b.o. winner. 

‘Sherlock Holmes and _ the 
Spider Woman’ (U). Mystery 
should prove strong dual sup- 
porter, 

Ali Baba and 40 Thieves’ 
(Color) (Song) (U). Adventur- 
ous and colorful escapist fare. 
Should get strong biz. 

‘Charlie Chan in the Secret 


Service’ (Mono.). Sidney Toler 
in so-so mystery. 
‘There’s Something About & 


Soldier’ (Co!). Interesting com- 
bination of documentary and ro- 
mantic ‘plot; good for duals. 

‘La Guerra La Gano Yo’ (Ar- 
gentine). Spanish languager, one 
of best-made native pix of Ar- 
gentine season. 

‘The Sultan’s Daughter’ (Mu- 
sical) ‘(Mono.). Fairly neat, 
production; strong dual support. 

‘Death Rides the Plains’ 
(PRC). Western dualer with Bob 
Livingston, Al St. John; aver- 
age b.o. 








Charlie Chan in the 
Secret Service 


Moi 





ogram release of Philip N. Krasne- 
mes S,. Burkett production Stars Sidney 
r Gwen Kenyor Mantan 
nd and Lelah Tyler. Direct by Phil 
Roser Stor George Callahar amera, 
Ira Morgan; editor, Marty Cohen; assistant 
director, George Moskov. At Brooklyn 
Strand, N. Y.,. Jan. 6 ‘43, dual. Running 
time, 65 MINS, 
+ \ CPT erererrirerer ry Sidney Toler 
Inez... TUTTLE T TTL TTT Gwen Kenyon 
Birmingham......... Mantan Moreland 
Iris ° Marianne Quon 
PPPS EE TCT TTT ..-Arthu Loft 
Dire. WimterS..cceccccccccssccs Lelah Tylei 
NE 6 ou 66sec eccecccncesc«+e OR Fong 
VOR s 60s cccccdsesecsessss Gene Stutenroth 
RMU. cbs ciccstccecevcess ss madie Chanditi 
Pe chic bunchdeeue o cbeee- ee George Lessey 
iy AOPPPOTT eT EPTeTerERT TT Tri George Lewis 
POUR. 66506040 0snedersdsensees esses GErGlE 
Charlie Chan has moved over to 


the Monogram lot from 20th-Fox, 
and the script supplied the veteran 
detective for his first venture under 
the new banner is not one of the 
series’ best. Actionless mystery is 
strictly a program filler. 

Signey Toler, who shifted to Mono- 
gram along with the Chan stories, 
tries hard to create interest in Chan’s 
new adventure but is hampered by 
halting direction and wordy mate- 
rial. 











Chan, as a government agent, is 


| assigned to solve mystery surround- 


ing death of an inventor and also to 
find secret plans stelen from latter. 
In doing so, he is aided by Gwen 
Kenyon, Mantan Moreland, Delah 
Tyler and others in average per- 
formance. Majority of sequences take 
place in home of murdered inven- 
tor, thus confining the action and 
adding to the stodginess of the film. 


There’s Something 
About a Soldier 


Columbia release of Samuel Bischoff pro- 


duction, Directed by Alfred E. Green. 
Features Tom Neal, Evelyn Weyes, Bruce 
Bennett. John Hubbard, Jeff Donnell. 


Screenplay, Horace McCoy and Barry Triv- 





ers; camera, Philip Tannura and George 
Meehan: editor, Richard Fantl; music di- 
rector, M. W. Stoloff. At Fox, Brooklyn, 
week Dec. 31, °43, dual. Running time, 
81 MINS. 

Wally Williams...... TT TTTITiY Ty Tom Neal 
Carol Harkness..... eeeeteces Evelyn Keyes 
Frank Mallov....cscecesseees- Bruce Bennett 
Michael Crocker...... eseeee- JOHN Hubbard 
Jean Burton........ Feceeccceed eff Donnell 
Alex Grybinski...... eorecceces Frank Sully 
Bolivar Jefferson.....e.e.--. Lewis Wilson 


George Edwards...........-Robert Stanford 


General Sommerton....e....Jonathan Hale 
TSOUE.. DERPETR. 6.0 tec oescers Hugh Beaumont 
Gat. Cemented... cccccoces Kane Richmond 
PUIUORERS. cc cccecscocvcceses Douglass Drake 
ME 6h o O94 46 6.5% 6540646 E06 Craig Woods 


An informal film, with the thread 
of a plot, this pic adds up to well- 
paced entertainment which 


Story concerns itself with the fates 
|of five boys who go to the Officer 
Candidate School of the Anti-Air- 
craft Artillery Command at Camp 
Davis, N. C.. In this way, a picture 
of the rigid training and discipline 
that goes to make an officer in this 
branch of the Army is well deline- 
lated. Plot deals with the wise guy 
(Tom Neal) who, through a girl 
(Evelyn Keyes) and a veteran of the 
| North African campaign (Bruce Ben- 
nett), sees the light and ultimately 
sacrifices his own ambitions. 

Interest is mostly developed by 
shots of the training given the fu- 
ture officers. Alfred Green neatly 
dovetailed the film’s information 
| values with story by his direction. 


\ well as a dualer. 


~ , 
La Cuerra La Gano Yo 
~ (‘I Win the War’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 

Buenos Aires, Jan. 1. 

Lumiton production and release. Stars 
Pepe Arias, features Ricardo Passano, Al- 
berto Contreras, Virginia Luque, Gogo An- 
dreu, Chela Corlero, Perla Alvarado, Esper- 
anza Palomero, Jorge Salcedo, Carlos Mon- 
talvan, Malena Podesta, Bernardo Perrone, 
Percival Murray, Mercedes Gisper, Warly 
Ceriani, Sofia Merli. Directed by Francisco 
Mugica. Story, Sixto Pondal Rios and Car- 
los Olivari; music, Bert Rose. Photography, 
Alherto Traverso. At Ambassador, Buenos 
Aires. Running time, 71 MINS, 


This is one of the best local-mades 





released here this season—a comedy 
with smash possibilities, 


its comedy but because it smacks at 
Argentine neutrality and particular] 

at those who've speculated and prof- 
ited on the basis of Argentine fence- 
sitting. Even with the cuts made by 
the Ramirez military administration, 


onceover on certain Argentine traits 
is such that if it had been done in 
Hollywood or Mexico, touchy local 
patrons would have torn down the 
house. 

Pepe Arias, who rates close to 
Mexico's comic, Cantinflas, in overall 
b.o. popularity, has done the best 
work of his career in this pic. Direc- 
tion of Francisco Mugica is steady 
throughout. Story by Sixto Pondal 
Rios and Carlos Olivari is one of the 
first topical pix done here in some 
time, for Argentine films have been 
principally of the escapist variety, 
especially since ex-President Castillo 
imposed the ban on freedom of 
speech by imposition of a state of 
siege in December, 1941. 

Story casts Arias as the co-partner 


in a neighborhood almacen, or 
grocery, a local institution which 
combines all the traditions of the 


U. S. village store and the A. & P. 
Arias and his Spanish partner, Al- 
berto Contreras, are well character- 
ized and the buildup of the early 
scenes, family tie-ins and picturiza- 
tion of middle-class Argentine life 
are packed with laugh potentialities 
and sharp characterization. Story 
shifts when Arias, discovering that 
he is snubbed by the socialite mama 
of a boy interested in his daughter, 
decides to go in for speculation on 
the rubber tire market. Success is 


| immediate and he expands into other 


fields, outfitting himself in a lux- 
urious office, riding around town 
with a liveried chauffeur, and send- 
ing his son (Ricardo Passano, Jr.) off 
to a swang naval school. Handling 
of these sequences is truer to life 
than any film done here since the 
outbreak of war, and the cracks at 
Argentine price-raising, selling to 
both the Allies and the Nazis, etc., 
are powerful. more so by their hu- 
morous touches. 




















Payoff comes when Arias, after 
turning down an English offer for 


pay, gloats over the sinking of the 
ship on which the material is being 
carried because he can now double 
his price. He awakens with a heart- 
sickening thud when he finds that 
his son, who has left home because 
his fellow naval students have point- 
ed out his father’s wartime specula- 
tion, is on the torpedoed vessel. 
There’s a happy ending tagged on 
but, essentially, the effectiveness of 
the story is there. It’s not so much 
the indictment of Argentine neutral- 
ity as it is the finger pointing at the 
many Argentine war-profit specula- 
tors that gives the picture point and 
purpose. Arias dominates but Con- 
treras is excellent in a supporting 
role, as are Passano, Jorge Salcedo 
and Chela Cordero. Ray. 


The Sultan’s Daughter 
(MUSICAL) 


release of Philip 8. Krasne- 
Burkett production Stars Ann 
Corio; features Charles Butterworth, Tim 
and Irene Ryan, Eddie Norris, Fortunio 
Bonanova and Jack Larue. Directed by Ar- 
thur Dreifuss. Screenplay, M. M. Raison 
and Tim Ryan; music, Karl Hajos; camera, 


Monogram 
James S. 






Johnny Alton; editor, Dick Currier. At 
Brooklyn Strand, Jan. 6, '43, dual. Run- 
ning time, 64 MINS, 
PRIIR Sona heneetenesss oink estaveks Ann Corio 
SuUltOMs voscsceusecesscs Charles Butterworth 
WHR. 666065565 66066.00086000900085 Tim Ryan 
TPONE, caccccccceccececessseececs Irene Ryan 
JIMMY . cosceseccccce bébtasteed Eddie Norris 
MUGS. cccccscecceccesee. Fortunio Bonanova 
Soccer ee CREM LarEe 


...Gene Stutenroth 
Cris-Pin Martin 
Joseph J. Greene 
Freddy Fisher & His Orchestra 


Monogram officials announced sev- 








| pany’s 
| than ever 
should 


eral months ago that during the 1943- 
44 season they planned to spend 
more money on several of the com- 
higher-budget productions 
before. Apparently, this 
picture falls in that category, and it 
is a step in the right direction. How- 


short of the mark in a number of re- 
spects. Result is a light musical that 
will fit into a dual program. 


offspring in a stodgy, rigid manner, 
giving stuffiness to a role that called 
for effervescence. Her good points 
are outlined expertly by the cos- 
|tumes she wears. Tim and Irene 
| Ryan do their best to liven up the 
festivities throughout with their ex- 
| pert nonsense and showmanship. Tim 

Ryan, incidentally, collaborated on 
the screenplay with M. M. Raison, 
| and they turned out a workmanlike 
script, all things considered. 

Film has two production numbers 
featuring a line of dancing girls 
dressed as members of the sultan’s 
harem. ‘Clickety-Clack Jack,’ sung 
by Tim Ryan, and ‘I'd Love to Make 
Love to You.’ rendered by Eddie 
Norris, have possibilities for pop- 
ularity with proper exploitation. 

Charles Butterworth, as the sul- 
tan who refuses to have his daughter 
sell her oil properties to German 
agents; Norris. as a young American 
vaudevillian stranded in the desert 











country with Tim Ryan, and For- 
tunio Bonanova, as the righthand 
man to the Sultan and who schemes 


i ¥ 


with the German agents to get the 


| Oil lands but fails, do their best to 
| put 
(Fisher's band swings out with the 
| corn in a couple of spots. 

especially | 
} in the Argentine, not only because of 


the production over. Freddy 


All in all, co-producers Philip N. 


| Krasne and James S. Burkett have 


picture has plenty of strength and its 


his manganese supplies, because it’s 
; not up to what the Germans would 


ever, ‘The Sultan’s Daughter’ falls. 


Ann Corio portrays the sultan’s” 





— 


done a fai good job, with direc. 
tion by Arth ntigd 


: _Dreifuss substantial, 
Musical director Karl Hajos displayg 
his wares capably. 





Death Rides the Plains 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produce 
tion. Stars Bob Livingston and Al §¢, 
John. Directed by Sam Newfield. Screens 
play, Joe O'Donnell from stery by Patricig 
Harper; camera, Robert Cline; editor, Hole 
brook Todd. At New Yotk, N. Y., weex 
Jan. 11, ‘44, dualed. Running time, gg 
MINS. 


Rocky Cameron.......+..... Bob Livingston 
PURE JTORGB. .ccccceces Al (Fuzzy) St. John 
WER ccevace Oe eeeeecreceeeees Nica Doret 
Ben Gowdey...cccscesscesseees Ray Bennett 
Rogan.....es06 S6ben eens I. Stanford Jolley 
THON... cr ccccccccsvetcevces George Chesebro 
Marea). ccccccccccccesesevcsces John Elliott 
Deh eedensebe odes 46ses 00s Kermit Maynard 
SHerih. cccccccccsccscccesees Slim Whitaker 
SIMMS. . 0. eee e cee eer ee cccees Karl Hackett 


Usual brand of western fare fea. 
turing Bob Livingston and Al St, 
John is offered in PRC’s dualer, 
‘Death Rides the Plains.’ It should 
do average b.o. 

Story is better than most in this 
series. It concerns crooked dealing 
of Ray Bennett, who lures prospec. 
tive buyers to his ranch through 
newspaper ads, then winds up mur- 
dering the victims and swiping the 
dough. But Livingston and St. John 
track him down. 

Nica Doret is only fair in minor 
femme role, while others, with ex- 
ception of St. John, turn in dull per- 
formances, despite good script by Joe 
O'Donnell. 





BINGO BANGS INDIE 
EXHIB OUT OF BIZ 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Bingo games, dances and socials 
have proven too much for the Palace 
in nearby Mt. Jewett, Pa., the man- 
agement sadly admitted recently in 
closing its doors for keeps. Wally 
Anderson, the veteran exhibitor who 
owns the house, had been running 
only four days a week, using a 
change of program Friday-Saturday 
and Monday-Tuesday, but it was no 
dice, so he sent out printed an- 
nouncements which read: 

‘Due to the lack of cooperation 
from individuals responsible for pub- 
lic entertainments on opening nights 
of the theatre, it has been necessary 
to close the Palace.’ 

It's the first known case where 
bingo, which in some form or an- 
other has kept many theatres open 
in the past, has ever been credited 
with closing one. 


1776 Foreclosure Puts 
Globe, A.C., on Auction 


Atlantic City, Jan. 11. 

The Globe Theatre property, St. 
Charles Place and the Boardwalk, 
was sold last Friday (7) at public 
auction by Under Sheriff Philip B. 
Gravatt. The theatre was built in 
1911 and ran as a legit house. It was 
dark last year and for six years pre- 
viously played burlesque. 

The Girard Trust Co. of Philadel- 
phia, as trustee for sundry interests, 
bought in the property with the usual 
nominal bid of $100. The bank held 
a first mortgage foreclosure decree 
of $177,167. 

The former owner was Mrs. Grace 
Seltzer, Philadelphia, as executrix of 
the estate of her husband, Samuel 
Seltzer. The Camden law firm of 
Boyle & Archer represented the 
Girard Trust in the proceedings. 








Steffes’ Indie ‘Union’ 
Plan May Die Aborning 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. ; 

Indications are that W. A. Steffes 
proposed new independent exhibi- 
tors ‘union,’ with its ‘plan’ intended 
to eliminate present strife between 
the indies and exhibitors here and 
to create industry unity, may dié¢ 
aborning. 

At a second meeting to consider 
the organization’s mechanics, with 
additional exhibitor leaders present, 
much opposition asserted itself and 
Steffes departed the next day for 
Florida, leaving jhis closest follow- 
ers to make the final decision as to 
whether or not the project should 
be abandoned. 





Monty-Gracie Again 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

‘Sally and the Senator’ will encore 
Monty Woolley and Gracie Fields as 
a starring team at 20th-Fox. Monty 
Banks, husband of the English com- 
edienne, wrote the film with Laszlo 
Vadnay. 

Woolley will be cast as a hoofer 
who became a U. S. Senator. 





COL.’S ‘NO SAD SONGS’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Columbia bought ‘No Sad Songs 
for Me’ by Ruth Southard. 





Victor Saville will produce. 
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Grace McDonald, Smith 
The Reddingtons (3), The Hickory 
Nuts (4), Cy Reeves, Salict Pup- 
pets: ‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G), reviewed 
a ‘Variety’ Aug. 4, °43. 


& Dale. 


This stage bill at the State is pri- 


marily for vaude addicts, since it 
lacks any outstanding acts or sock 
moments to win an ordinary audi- | 
ence. On the other hand, it has no | 


cead spots. so even though it runs a 
bit too long, it won't bore anyone 
L duly. 


Co-headliners of the show are film 
soubret Grace McDonald and the vet 
comics Smith and Dale Miss Me- 
] ‘ for erly teamed vith het 
, ( Rai Mx Donald iwno cu 
r( 1 } specialt Dot} VW POC 
\ the Army Air Force 

e 44t Street theatre N. \ 
‘ Ci ced l Varlo Bi i¢ 
berore el B23 Ot 

vit ‘ yf t 1 
< , ere 1 , ] pp) \ 
Her ope it ol 
( Ret ( 1c] ‘ l 
\ ( ( ( on nuniyo¢ i ( 
ai ‘ tine seem the reverse pro 
portion for a dance It's also a mis- 
take to have her introduce the fol- 
lowing ac Smit and Dale when 
she's palpably out of breath from her 
terping. 

Smith and Dale. with minor assi 
fit Twi uni led iemmes oft 
the mne-lamMilial ‘Dr. Kronkhite 
rou As always, this low-comed 

( ( al «i le Cnet 
‘ 4 al | ! ) { ] 
be ered. The Salici Pupp 
i ~€ isneda act l tne ow- 
é ‘ ‘ 1o appreciative returns a 
; 
be Ore 

J ope ng act 1 The Reddit ~ 
t \ ch what appeal io be a 
33 ( na-aau l¢ COMmbDO do Ss} 

t trampoline acrobatics. wit the 
rt ; other as m.c. In t 

Sti ( he girl starts with a few 
s tricks, after which would-be 
tumblers from the audience are used 
for laugh The man in the act pre- 
tends to be another tyro, but quick}, 
aro} the pose for some excclient 
comed) tuff The Hickory Nuts 
three men and a gal, offer the usual 


hillbilly vocal and instrumental stuf} 
and the remaining act is Cy Reeves 
a lanky comic with a slow. rambling 
stvie of delivery and an assortment 
of oderately amusing ga ‘ 
BU 

House was fairly well filled at 
Ginner shov Thursday (6). Hobe 

Hipp. Balto 
Baltimore, Jan. 8 

Happy Felton, Shirley Wayne 
Juguling Jewels (4), Olsen & 
S/ ev, Three Mandells, Felice Iula 
aiid House Orch (12). 

This layout is held together and 
mace potent by the presence of 
Happy Felton, a smart-working anc 
pace-setting emcee. Rotund comii 
Live out with — the personal 
throughout and handles a gag to the 
] t. pitching in with telling vocals 
when needed. He's on from the tee- 
olf to the final curtain, making way 


up to 
B 


a smart bill. 
inging on the Juggling Jewels, 


et =) 

quartette of club swinging femme 
who sell the usual throws and 
caiche for maximum _ response. 
Felton does his ‘Allegheny Al.’ to 
keep matters moving with gags and 
an intro of Olsen and Shirley. 


does 


for the supporting acts. It adds | 


his share of sax and clarinet 


playing. 
Tru 


with nifty exhibition of control 


| dancing and contortion work. Some 


tricks are the 
somersaults 


of her outstanding 
back bends and aerial 
to splits. Goes over big. 
Steve Evans, wowed ‘em with his 
impressions, outstanding of which 
is still his Polish drunk gem. Gets 


plenty of laughs with the different 


kinds routine and Gloses with a jit- 
terbug dance that sends iim off to « 
solid hit. 

Smiley Burnette has an act good 
enough to please most of his fol 
lowers although it lags in pots 
Bi ette comes on 1n Nis cree cOs- 
t e to warble ‘I Can Whip An; 

] Bu Popeve’ to his ¢ 
‘ ct ‘ C! } l ( et t 
and troducte Joe Strauc Oo 
doesnt do much but act a Lo 1 

¢ cel Tod Vaso ho ai} 

ei " ttle late Stra ole 

‘ of paper betwee ‘ 

lason cut it to piece 

a litte mila ct 
i! here and there via ( ark 
Burnette Burnette brin; oO 
accordion to play ‘Riding’ Do € 
Canvon’ as he sings it for a fairl) 
| good finale. More 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, Jt 6 


Glen Gray Orch (15), Hele 
Barret, Ladd & Bob Lyon, Aines & 
4 o: ‘Son of Dracula’ tl 

r ( a Loma and i t ( 

) ( 1< l t < aril ( ‘ 
tei facing all crack bane these 
aay never quite touches its fo C1 
estate as the meat on the RKO’ 

rrent dish, but its wares appear at 
ceptable enough to the regula) 

Fronted by Glen Gray, the 
has t the precision, the tvle i 

e bounce it used to have, anc 1 
arrangemenis seldom take advan- 
tage of the possibilities of this still- 
large (15 men) outfit. However. 
does ‘No Name Jive”? a Youm: 
medley and ‘Blues Rhapsody. ti 
latter clicking through the har} 
Clarineting of an anonymous young- 


ter in the band. A couple more jive 


ines or smart pops might have got 
the band going for a better hand 
Audience was cordial. thoug] 

a question of contrast. 

Bob Anthony ings, with average 
results. ‘Temptation, ‘Ho. Sweet 
You Are’ and ‘Paper Doll. anc 
Anita Boyer does okay with ‘Sing 
You Sinners, ‘My Heart Tells Me’ 


and ‘Shoo Shoo Baby 


Helen Barret leads off the trio of 
specialties with a mixed tap-ballet 
routine needing more security: Lac 
and Bob Lyon follow wit c] 
levitation stunts, and Ames and 
Arno wind up with comedy tui 
emphasizing grotesque posture 
grimaces and vestures. Thi all 
right by the audience, and hor 
fj es on upbeat 

B was ofl at opening } 
building steadily. I 


Adams. Newark 


Newark, Jan. 7. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch 16) featur- 
ng Phyllis Lynne & Bobby Richey: 
Dorothy Keller, Murphy Sisters (3) 
Gil Maison; ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep). 
Indie flagship has set a good shov 


currently, layout featuring Va 
Monroe band as the centerpiece. bor- 





Mixed duo of eccentric hoofers. dered by three adjunct acts of lively 
hang up a bell ringer with their) tempo. Setup is also keyed to bang- 
#yrations to maké way for Felton p b.o, turnover. 
to join Shirley Wayne in a laugh} Monroe whipped up pres 
getting sesh. Miss Wavne with outfit less than a month ago, afte 
Eroiesque costuming and hen fid-| getting the thumbs down sign fro 
dling, in conjunction with Felton the Army. Leader was forced to a 
€ a begoff. some tall scurrying to recoup | 

ree Mandells. teeterboard acro- | OViginal cast, most of the bovs hav- 
comics with punchy tricks make|ing already been set with opp 
for a strong finish. Bill is polished | combos 
of t Felton’s patriotic pitct Current outfit. therefawe. i no vet 
‘Put a Stamp in the Book’ and ; the pink, but listens well and he 
stron: ind-up. ciosely to past Monroe siandar« 

Biz very good. Burm Per usual, band is built around the 

es naestro, whose vocalizing ar bi 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 8. 
Orch (16) with 


Hal McIntyre 


Gioria Van and Al Noble, Tru 
Worth, Steve Evans, Smiley Bur- 
nette with Joe Strauch and Tod 
Mason; ‘She’s for Me’ (U). 


Smiley Burnettegsagebrush screen 
comic, and Hal McIntyre’s Ochestra 
Share topline billing this week 

MecIntyre’s gang shows versatility 
in their selections and delivery, pos- 
sessing the instrumentation and 
talent to dish the tunes out hot and 


sultry or with a tinge of the svm- 
phonic in such things as the medley 
composed of ‘All the Things You 
Art ’*Night and Day’ and an excerpt 


from the ‘Rhapsody in -.Blue.’ which 


is outstanding in melodic nuances. 


Excellent also is their rendition of 
David Rose’s ‘Holiday for Strings’ 
ana a nifty arrangement of ‘St. 


Louis Blues.’ 

Band has a swell pair of singers 
in Al Noble. who takes care of the 
romantic end with ‘People Will Say.’ 
*‘My Heart Tells Me’ and ‘Begin the 
Beguine’ with a set of pipes that 
pleases hearers, and Gloria Van who 
slays ‘em with ‘Either Too Young or 
Too Old. ‘Embraceable You’ and 
‘When They Ask About You’ to 
heavy applause. Other items by the 
band are ‘Rockin’ Rhythm’ hot open- 
ing number and the warbling 


one of the saxophonists. McIntyre 
lakes a neat, unassuming front and 


work build to strong appeal and has 
a wide local following. 
Orch tees off with 
Square,’ and rebounds with a fi: 
setting the stage.for Vaughn’ 
siock intoning of ‘Embraceable You, 
‘My Ideal’ and ‘Pagliacci. Up front 
Phyllis Lynne seis the vocal pace 


‘H a 


alVa. 


( ily, 


with ‘No Love. No Nothing.’ ‘Shoo 
Shoo Baby’ and ‘People Will Say 
latter number also featuring Monro 
in an alternate duet. Chanteuse i 


an eye-filler and okay for sound. al- 


though she could do with better vocal 
flexibility. 

Bobby Rickey, a Rosclle Park 
(N. J.) kid. grabs the spot for a pro- 
longed skin-pounding sesh and ear- 
ne a strong hand. Solo. despite its 
flash. is overdone and calls fo e- 
trenching. 

Individual turns open with Dor- 


othy Keller, a clever heel ’n’ toe siep- 
per who departs from straight leg- 
mania to compound a smart jitte: 
takeoff finale that clicks strongly. 
Murphy Sisters get away to a slow 
start with ‘Saw My Sweetie in the 
Newsreel,’ a dullish ditty that’s over- 
long and packs little punch. Girls 


| get into high gear with ‘Paducah’ and 


wind up on a flash note with 
standard sock version of ‘B-I-Bi. 
Encore is merely a time-filler. 

Gil Maison closes with his. monkev 
and dog cut-ups, animals plavine fo: 


| laughs rather than adulation. ecit 
of | strong 


‘Shoo Shoo Babv’ by John Turnbull. | 


Turn is 
and Mai- 
on’s presentation is both adroit and 
»eguiling. Jone, 


risibility reaction. 
well-cued, smartly paced, 


« 
1 
i 


' 
Worth in the opener clicks} 


their | 
| trainers. 
the 


} 
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. t 4 *.< tn . a4 . > y \f S.... 
Stanley. Pitt _ yy oe San ee oP National, L’villie 
; ,. | for in a big way, 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 7. | A stane@sut this week is Julie a James’ Orch with Betty 
Mm ae : . » . ~ . A am 
Tony Pastor Orch (15), Tim Her-, Hewitt, accordionist and contortion- Reich & Met Conley; Terry & 
bert. Berry Brothers (2), Virginia) ist, She opens with ‘Indian Love ai Rio; 3 bac etta Girls; Elton 
}° . . M ° a > > > . 7] ‘ 
Maxey, Johnny (Paradiddle Joe) | Call, first playing it straight. and a: a Keller's House Orch 
Morris. Stubby Pastor; ‘Whistling in|} then giving out with it in boogie- ch , Where Are My Childrew 
Brooklun’ (M-G). | woogie style which is really solid. (Mono). 
—-—— i;She follows with ‘Twelfth Street aoe 
»...' Rag’ in the same gronvish manner. Jimmy James orch has something 
WY as ‘ P —, ay . ; . ; é b ! ( ng 
Tony Pastor band opened toda} Closing with some bending stunts to] of a re hese parts. havines cl 
iFridav) wit} t} ‘ . ho : ; of a rep in these parts, having plaved 
rday) without the maestro, who) earn one of the biggest hands of the  simeiieelne ebuild Lid 
, : ron i excursk steamer, last couple 
was removed to hospital just before | show. OR al. SAS amer, last couple 
show time with a high temperature. |. In the closing slot, Willie Howard | summers, and a dance date or two, 
. S €bal Dy ‘ . eas 
. bezins with dis familiar lesson in} While his name doesn't carry t} 
‘ . ahse " Sn ened 'T’ ie | ’ : ; > tle . « oe we 0.Q., 
In his absence, Charlie lrotta, | French. He mugs it across in okay | 


trumpet plaver, took over the baton 


and also ‘jnandled the = announce- 
ents Everything considered, per- 
v « UC vent off pre ttv smoothly, 
( gx perhaps that a vell-re 
arse t can proceed under tu 
Cl hen the occasion de- 
man Smart move was having 
P kid brother, Stubby Pasto 
orn section, come do\ fro 
‘ tand for a solo right at t..¢ 
Trotta announced that Ti 
be on hand but they at 
le d the family represented 
eupon Stubby steamed aways 
‘ ‘Can't Get Nowhere With Yow 
nd ‘After You've Gone’ to heat up 
‘ ve hounds right at the gun 
Elimination of Pastor scissored the 
ns ime considerably, since 
é ice of his couple of solo spots 
( the show down. by at least 10 
nute Management hastily co. 
ecter that, however, by quick 
f a magician, Cantu 
in town al \ ol 
( ( he wa pencilled nto tie 
‘ fe as long as Pastor is out 
oO Cantu went into the secone 
n¢ 2 
Band. made up of five sax foun 
ets. three trombones, dru 
ano and bass, is in the grooves 
aaron brassv and bouncey and 
c arrangements show Pastor's n- 
( trious study of the swing mas- 
1 he was featured with before go- 
out on his own. Style follows 
S ws and Goodmans carefully 
omoticallv. and it’s a clean- 
( pushover for the juke-box 
Drummer Jonunny (Paradidale 
Joe! Morris is the featured special- 
ist with the band and he’s filling in 
spots First is a novelty tune. 
hat’s a Lot of Schickelgruber, 
Morris leunehing it.in a Hitle) 
lampoon, but it’s a number in ques- 
tionable taste. When the boys 1n 
the back join in the refrain, “That's 
a Lot. etc sounds like what it 


ot too comfy 


obably supposed to sound like and 
for the family trade 
} econd = spotlight-hogging. 
Morris cleans up, as u 
aradiddle Joe, beating a blue 
across the tympani Vocal 
x-appeal departments = are 
a after by Virginia Maxey, late 


ever 


‘YY 


Charlie Barnet band who has re- 
placed Patti Powers with Pastor. 
( S atisfactorv in both of 
The pipe aren't too ood 
ev serve in “Too Young O1 
ih a Put Your Arm 
und Me. but what Miss Maxcy 
visually could make up for even 

( of a voice. 
Only one word for the hoofing of 
be Berry Brothers. who have late- 
been reduced from three to two 
Unele Sam. The word’s sensa- 


best vounger 


limbed jumping jack 


ard dr 





‘Youll 


fli or mimicry 


And in their ease, it’s spelled 
a capital S. Tim Herbert is 
a fairlv ouick return, hav- 
Stanlev only a few 
and he’s proving once 
he’s one of the stage’s 
comedian A loose- 
with a sound 
an easy way 


- Her- 


layed 
onths ago. 


re that 


and 
the chatter, the former 
Timberg, dr., heading 

for the top as a single. Over 


IS 


has had in 
as due in part. of 
Stanlev ha the 
‘Whistling in 
town Hold- 


Cohen. 


Be opening house 
That w 
to fact that 
new cture, 
srookivn’ (M-G), in 

vers everywhere else. 


Tower. K. C. 


Willie Howard & Al Kellu., De 
ie’s Birds, Kalena & Gene. Julie 
Tewitt. Naomi Stevens: Tower Orch 
with Jack Parks & Mariiyi 
linger; ‘Calling Dr. Death’ (U). 
Comedy the keynote 
rrent stage show, with Willie How- 


is of the 
awing top billing and wowing 
as usual. Show 49 
and moves at a 
rom the signature 
( close-in. 


min- 
fast 
to 


runs 
along 


ip 1 opening 


Marilyn Ballinger, eve-pleasing 
rrunette who sings regularly with 
he house orch, acts as m.c. and ac 
uits herself creditably. She tees 





fl with a medley of pops, including 
As Time Goes By.’ ‘Paper Doll,’ 
Never Know.’ ‘Sunday. Mon- 


day or Always’ and ‘Pistol Packin’ 
Me: Stutnolders give her a nice 
hance 

Kalena & Gene, acrobats, follow 
with fast routine of balancing and 
-omersaulting. Next on are De 
Barrie's Birds, six cockatoos fea- 
tured in a variety of stunts demon- 
strating the skill, and patience of 


birds pushed carts, rode on a 


merry-go-round and otherwise went 


¢ 
{ 


} 


ough their routine. 
Naomi Stevens is a buxom blondé 


who swings out wit) such numbe 
as I Gotta Get Hot’ and ‘Nobo 
Makes a Pass At Me. She invest 
her vocals with an off-beat which 


ual, | 


The kids were entranced as | 


heft that some other name crews can 


manner. Al Kelly comes on to con- 





fuse everybody with some. speedy | boast, the juves go for his jive ina 
double talk, and winds up by heck-! big way. James fronts for the band, 
line Howard as the comic satirizes a) introes the acts, and gives out 
o% box orator Howard turns to’ a hokclarinet that is right down the 
lead the ouse orch in its finale a allev for the voungster He ‘ 
the arapes close 1n 12-piece ‘oOmbpo, trong on the b 
Strong | en caught Earl. side, with a trumpeter who can b 
fout the top notes in the mod 
_ idiom. Carries an energeluc gal 
{ irvele. Ina pis. calist Betty Benson, who 1 
] apol Jan. 8 exhibit any unusual pipes, b ‘ 
ve sloode Gra Bu ie Vie Wie pl ases, PVC OVE 
Orch. J Palmer, Tex Mulcahy, |} with ‘People Will Say’ ane Vi ¢ 
'@) Diamond VW ally Bor a; ‘So's | He Say 
Yo Unele’ «U) Baritone crooner Jimmy Co 
also pleases ‘em with a pleasant de- 
The Three Stooges are tne draw- | livery and smooth singing stvle. Hi: 
card on the Circle’s new bill and | best tunes are ‘Blue Rain’ and ‘When 
do a good job of entertaining with the Lights Go On Again,’ the latter 
their special brand of hoke, but the included ina medley by the bar of 
ticle that makes the big impres- | patriotic airs, incorporating ‘Co ‘ 
it is Gracie Barrie, with her In-|JIn on a Wing’ and ‘Over There?’ 
qcaiwdua 1 c ot nen in front of James’ op neg tune was ‘Kin Por- 
an okay band Its her first visit! ter Stomp. with the lads really t 
Nee ol} ] ed her a lot . ol Lie ive Jake Hoke 
( ne ove ng with a nity Tht fe; ired n ‘Woodcho 
oc: o I DOK moves le Al KB : ylenty Wingy. RB: 
te J hk Palme elis mself | also come to the foots for ; = 
nicely th a hot version of ‘Basin house ity James’ crew does a 
Strect’ and ‘Star Eves’ for an en-j| good job of providing musical back- 
core Miss Barrie doe a medley | sroun for the acts 
cute personality and voice tomateh | Three Biletta girls open vaud 
to ‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ with port on of the bill. Gals are acro- 
, ? bat workhig smooth. li re 
some adaed verse: dedicated lo the yf some aults. handstand , bounce if 
Axi Beautiful Morning,’ and adds | aartwher and the like 
a clever iNbilly arrangemé nt _of are young. and pace through a fast 
‘I'm Just a Girl Who Can't Say No.’ | occosiment of standard acro 
She ' also joins = . Mulcahy and | Wind up with a zippy challenge rou- 
the bo in a lively version of ‘Pistol | 4; iiscent of old-time A ) 
Packin’ Mama.’ cS ee ng ee 
ste neue : , bounding acts, and the gals are ev 
he Three Stooges crack joke 8) hit a od in this department as tin 
and skulls in their well-known slap- | male acts used to be. Bowed off to 
stick manner for plenty of laughs, a big hand 
Their material is pretty well shop- Ay iene 
worn, but the expltaite manne of | Ferry and Ralph Rio, male and 
presentation gets results. diminutive {< mime, open With some 
Wally Boag stirs customer interest hoke DS the gal In little-girl pil 
with his ‘Rubber Sculptor’ specialty, fore. Gal gets plenty of laughs with 
in which se moulds various objects, | M€™ cress talk, and juve clow) 
mostly dogs, out of balloons. For a} ™#king effective use of scrate ing 
finish, he goes into a dance. The and cross-legged business. Patrons 


gave tl an enthusiastic hand 
audience gives him a nice hand. gave them an enthusiastic hand, 


Ormay Diamond also gets a rise Hillbilly singer, Elton Britt, tied 
lout of the house with some fast and | how up with his cowboy sonxs 
lick acro dance routines. It's qgi{ ana yodeling. Patrons here like the 
pleasing bill all the wav through hillbilly stuff. Large percentags f 
Biz was fair when cauet in spite ‘of patrons at this house are defense 
a price rise put into effect this week. | Workers from rural districts of Ten- 
Corb. nessee and Ke ntucky, and they are 
‘ partial to the guitar piayers and yvo- 
delers, of whom Britt is one of the 
Keith's. Tne pls. best to play this house. Recistered 
] dianapolis, Jan. 8. t ngls . a tune he made o ! } - 
The Hogesons (2), Lew Streeter, | Cords. “Star s vangled Banner Wave 
Ned Harerlyu. Dean Sisters (3).}'"8 Somewhere.’ : Made a strong | Ae 
Gleason & Sanborn, Val, Eddie & ! h wh a yodeling number, wich 
Colleen: Ed Resener Orch: ‘Seve, ad the audience applauding lustily. 
Sinners’ (Indie) Nicely rounded bill, heavy on mu- 
eacincum ic and vocals. Addition of a danc- 
Current layout has variety, bal- | /"28& act ™ uuld have made a better 
ance and contains enough interest | b&encea layout. House was co . 
to hold regular customers The line- fortably ane at Hirst show Fri : 
up lacks a drawing card but pre- <0). Holi 
sents a solid tront of competent per- | wees : 
forme + v _ its*six act; Ed Rese- Apolle, N. ¥. 
ner and the house orch provide tie | rr ea 
show with a nifty cased waake| < Erskine hewkins Orch with Efjine 
ground from the stage. mith & Jimmie Mitchell; Swing 
The Hogesons, circus aerial artists eee gee Kemmys, Busi peat 
in the * >men of Rhythm; ‘Submarine Base 


re clinchers closing spot. 
skillful tricks on the rings get | 


(PRC). 





earnest attention. Clown of the ce Ets 
group has a neat trick of landing The post-holiday letdown isn't ev1- 
upright when the audience j ure dent at this, Harlem showcase as 
he’s going to fall smack on his dome, | E’skine Hawkins’ opening bro t 
Lew Streeter does okay as emcee | 0 a packed house which applauded 
ind a versatile display of songs, CY€*¥thing thrown at them. Haw- 
ces and gavus j kins provided sufficient: variety and 
The Dean Sisters, harmony trio, , Pace to the show to cover similarit 
register pleasantly with ‘In Myf surrounding acts and lack of a 
|} Ari ‘Put Your Arms Around Me, | ©omsistent brand of comedy, 
Hone) and ‘Sunday. Monday or| 2X section offers the kick for the 
Always.’ with a patriotic medley for | audience, although the maestro’s 
an effective windup. Exit with a | trumpet coniributed no little bit in 
dance. itself However, the reed-operators 


Gleason and Sanborn start ac- | Provided plenty audience excitement 
ceptably with a dance, work into a | With their arias in ‘Beer Mash Blues’ 
small-scale puppet show and fin- @d ‘Frost.’ Band’s chirpers, Effie 
ish with musical bit during which |; Smith and Jimmie Mitchell, not good 


accordion 


femme 
i assortment 


plays the 
works on an 
horns. 


while | Tesponse from the house. 
of | . Dance teams constitute the rest of 
the acts. Starters are Swing Maniacs 


A touch of minstrel davs is added (2). a pair of sharpies in exaggerated 
|to the bill by Ned Haverly who zoot suits who go in for fast taps 


| 


i 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


works through a blackface routine with a liberal sprinkling of comedy. 





P me ae ; ; 6 «ft Twas +1 > . > y ‘ 
f song and come) patter topped | te — oe sends them off to 
wy an old-fashioned sand da e »;an excelent nand, 
kets a nice reception Val. Eddie Businessmen of Rhythm (2) at the 
und Colleen occupy the opening tail end of the program probably had 
n-up spot. ; to cut short their usual act because 
. Sufiering from tne post-holi- | me allotment had been consumed 
day letdown, just fair when caugt,| PY Others on the bill. In a short 
P : Corb number, pair did a fast softshoe rou- 
. ae : tine for fine results. 
Kemmys (2), sole ofay act here 


St. Charles. N. 0. 


New Orleans, Jan. 6 


(New Acts), do a comedy-adag 
while Tim Moore and Vivian Harris 
Lee Sims & Ilomay Bailey, Billy | DUS regulars, knock off a domestic 
King, Roy & Irene Howard, Al Stone | C°MeAy skit. Jose. 
& Lee; Neil Stanley & Martin: House a 
Orch; ‘Sultan’s Daughter’ (Mono). | 
: ae |} piano and does some applause-pro- 
Comedy predominates this voking piano tickling of his own 
VW hich is the best in some weeks | Bill King juggles niftily for 
Topping the five acts are Lee Sims | audience response, while Neil Stan- 
and llomay Bailey. Couple present | ley and Marti run the gamut of Hol- 
familiar songs Which the capacity |lywood imitations to get plenty of 
opening-day audience went for in a| palm-pounding, : 


10, 





one 


big way. With a charming manner | Roy and Irene Howard's comic 
ana nice pipes. Miss Bailey notably | dances, « pecially ‘Merry Widov 
Sing among other tunes ‘Donke: Weltz.” vot over as cid S e and 
| Serenade and ‘People Will Say.| Lee with their Camp Fire Gir! in- 


! 


Hei 


husband accompanies her at the} terview. 


Liuz. 
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(Far More Than Any 
BOB HOPE 
J est Commercija| 
‘Oltam . Best 
Omedian . One of 
Best Entertainers 
And in 
e on Anybody’, poll 
tux RADIO THEATRE This is the 
Best Dramatic Show... ong-Run 
ne of 10 Best Com- Champion 
Mercia] Programs. 
' of 1943 
“ 
el ae THE BELL 
One of 19 Best Com- “ 
oe. Mercia] Programs ._ TOLLS 
— F One of 10 Best Ente, 
a tainers . | One of 10 


Best Comedians. 














; Our two big jobs in January: 
Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes, 
EY-MAKING STAR 





es 


an a 








Rect 


ee 





28 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 


1914 





~ Army Still Likes War Pix; Six of Em Tay, 


On List of 10 B.0. Champs of 1943; 
250,000,000 Attend U.S. Army Shows 





Washington, Jan. 11. 
The U. S. Army still likes war pic- | p (| d 
; he boxoffice cham- 
fur Six of the 10 boxoffice chan Lesser’ S ort’ ose 
OW in the 1,158 theatres 
} » 4} \ ; aut illywood, Jan : 
1 e) ol of the Army Motior § 
2) oc ‘ ae \ ‘ 
} ‘ r Ce af to ao ‘ : Col Te 
t | i ed ) >] i ( 
c me 
. 1 f wine a request from the Secur- 
] if S A rm s plavin ( O*% ® a reque ( } I 
1 oC é » Al ny 1 pia & yD ; ; ‘un War Tamartment 
} 1 ( lo al annual augaiehncCe of : nal “ : peeks , 
, | ne i eae Tale dealt with the lives of Sol- 
854) OOO.OOU I DOOKS 5.051 eatures 
‘ 4 qiers in a it-iIn camp in the San 
ot \ vs some $12,000,000 to ( } 
' Zo 1 ah k o area before shoving off for 
j Cnitas I € Cl ce Et 
overs¢ Ss a \ 
100 prints of eacn ne picture, ana 
The D e entire circult within 
ies: Metro Incepts Pla 
Direc R. B. Murray of the Serv- e ro ncep S$ n 
1ce compiled the boxoffice w in- p E hib 
ners i let rmined by cash rece ipts | To Aid Smaller X ] S 
from Jan. 1.°1943, to Dec. 15, with the | 4 
Rtionion contin | In War-Stricken Areas 
1. ‘Guadaleanal Diary’ (20th). | 
- > (9Nth Following decision to set aside 
2. ‘Crash Dive’ (20th). ls) 5.000 f ie eae 
’ y 20 or use 1n assl ig xhibdl 
‘Air Force’ (WB). ie . oe 
’ . tors in small towns who are ada- 
sahara iC ol) . F 
‘A Nights’ (U) \¢ eLy maaan { Col a O : 5 
> (Co) out of the war, Metro has started its 
6. ‘The Desperadoes’ (Col). ; | os ~~ 
. ’ } first-alt an and, aiter loca - 
‘This Is the Army’ (WB). } fi ld =p 4 ~aeveetirtn ih 
‘ ’ . sentatives in the various ‘ane T- 
8. ‘Happy Go Lucky’ (Par). entatl : : 
n ‘eri > (90th) | ritories have had an opportunity to 
9. “He Frisco, Hello’ (20th). pe sae eee } _ 
‘ ’ J ‘heck on hard-hit situations, tne as- 
10. ‘Stage Door Canteen’ (UA), ; cnecK ON Nala-t ei 
sistance policy will be extended 
Phere nothing in ght to uoset | throughout the entire country. 
these figure and they remain the | Metro has long studied the situation 
winners. as determined by the cash- | affecting smaller exhibitors and be- 
on-the-line of uniformed men. They | fore the curren, (1943-44) selling 
are their free and voluntary lavor-| season began, each exchange made a 
ite , complete survey of every account to | 
The Army Motion Picture Service | getermine their condition. In some 
employs the talents of some 7,500 sol- | jarger exchanges this work took as 
ciers, on their free time, in theatre! much as two weeks time, checking | 
operation, For these employed serV- | the books, grosses and rentals for the 
icemen some $3,000,000 is dispensed | entire prior year. 
annually, The top salary for such Meantime, recognizing that a con- 
servicing is $52 a month. All profits! ciderable mumber of exhibs_ in 
£0 to the camp commander, and may smaller towns have suffered from 
be dispensed with as he desires. The depopulation, lack of defense manu- 
Service operates without Congres- | facturing, gas rationing, etc. Metro | 
sional appropriation and is a self- has been making deals with these 
sustaining and profitable branch of | accounts at rental terms they can 
army recreation. stand and still operate, also making 
Director Murray, in commenting | adjustments. Many of the adjust- | 
upon the value of pictures as enter-| ments are made voluntarily before 
tainment., has this to say: ‘I cannot} an account has even made a com- 
becin to stress how important motion 


plaint as to business done, with Wil- 


pictures are to the armed forces | jjam F. Rodgers. v.-p. in charge of 
right here at home from the time the | gistribution, having adopted a policy 
men are inducted as well as in the} of giving every branch manager the 
combat zones, There cannot be the | authority to make adjustments with- 
slightest question about the army’s| out homeoffice approval. And, as| 
tremendous reliance upon films. They Rodgers declares, ‘no exhibitor has 
form the background of the army's | {9 come into his exchange with his 
entire recreational services. And in} pst in his hand.’ 
outposts, such as Alaska and the | May Help Other Distribs 
Aleutians, they are an absolute god- The allocation of $125,000 for the 
send.’ aid of stricken exhibs, probably to 
Offering its programs in the €ve- | pe increased as. needs arise, if they 
ning, the Service arranges its book-| qo, js designed to help smalltown 
ings at most theatres so as to allow operators through advertising advice, 
two ‘special appeal’ features a week 


exploitation and other means of try- 





oe be shown See Two Says, while ing to improve business. Pointed 
‘above average’ attractions are run | out that this policy of Metro's not | 
for a single day. Its circuits are so lonly presupposes a benefit. to the 
geared that when the film is avail- ‘theatre and Metro pictures, when 
able three ‘special appeal’ features | they are being played, but also to 
can be shown for two days. pictures of other companies. In fact, 

a ‘i os according to Rodgers, when cancel- 


| lation options aré exercised on Metro 
pictures, only decree company per- 
mitting rejections, it may be that a 
Metro film is taken off the schedule 
in favor of the booking of a picture 


NW FARMERS’ UPBEAT 
b REFLECTED IN B.0. BOOM 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 


from a competitive company. Metro 
One of the reasons for the brisk | is not complaining of this possibility, 
business which many of the terri- | however. 
tory’s theatres now are enjoying is General supervision of Metro's aid | 
found in the latest Federal Reserve | plan for smalltown theatres is un- 
bank report showing that Northwest | der the direction of Howard Dietz, 
farmers’ cash income in November publicity-advertising V.-p. for the 
for the sale of nine important prod-| company, and William R. Ferguson. 
ucts was an estimated $167,000.000,| exploitation manager, in association 
& gain of one-third over the corre-! with sales executives. C. E. Carrier. 
sponding 1942 monh. Income from. heomeoffice exploitation representa- 
hogs was cstimated at nearly $57,-) tive. is in the field personally con- 
000.090. the highest on record. tacting the first group of smalltown- 
Department store sales in both ers in need of help. 
city and country areas together with - _ euteenemmmenen 
carloadings rose, but the gprs sota 
payroll index recorded its sharpest Delmar Quits Camp Shows 
arop on recore, ove ring tn as 
— . — To Resume in Legit 
wiiiaptensaitiaes Harry Delmar, general manager 
of production for USO-Camp Shows. 
Universal Toppers | Inc., sinee its formation, resigned 


ast week to resume legit producing. 


> Initial venture is in conjunction 
In H wood Huddles with Dave Wolper, ‘Follow the 
J. Cheever Cowdin, J. H. Seidel- Girls. 
man and C.D. Prutzman. Universal No successor has been named. 
toppers in N. Y., are on the Coast | ‘ww 
for important studio huddles this! APPROPRIATE SETTING 
month. Irving Lesser, managing director 
Bill Scully, sales chief, is sched- of the Roxv. New York, invited 
uled to shove off for the Coast Fri-' representatives of Broadway thea- 
tuy (14). Seidelman originally had) tres as his luncheon guests in the 
planned going out with Prutzman. Blessed Event Room at the Stork 
but stayed over in order to confer Club yesterday (Tuesday) to discuss 
with Al Daff, supervisor of foreign Fourth War Loan ¢ampaign plans. 
distribution, just back from a Latin- Plan to give birth to ideas for the 
American trip. ; drive. 


Hollywood, Jan. 
Metro handed Tay Garnett 
rector 


Starrer, 


By di- 
Garson 
be 


on the Greer 
Parkington, 


job 


‘Mrs. to pro- | 


duced by Leon Gordon. 
Film, built on Louis Bromfield’s 
novel, goes into work Feb. 15. 


Plenty Year-End 
Th Grief, Etc. 


Greer and Parky’ A 
| 
| 


Due to delays in the Dp a | ol 
film to and from theatres, notably 
ere railway express used, Is re- 
ilting an increased number of 
n outs and hurried switche in 
wokings. In addition, careless ex 
hibitors ana projectionists or inex- 
perienced managerial help are caus- 
ng mixups on films, with result} 
numerous pictures are now goimg 
back to the wrong exchanges, caus- 
ing further trouble in the inspection 


and re-routing of film. 


With Christmas and New Year’: 
falling on a Saturday this year, mid- 
night shows that night, as usual, in 
addition to late performances on th« 
eve of the two holidays, many m1! 
outs are reported to have o¢ rred 

hile, also, innumerable sv es in 
bookings became necessary. 

Plus the difficulties of keeping de- 
{livery trucks rolling on a normal 
basis due to breakdowns tire 
troubles and bad weather over the 
holidays, express companies were in 
many instances late in clearing ship- 
ments. Mixups there also occur as 
result of inexperienced help, not to 
| mention priorities and jammed ex- 
gress cars. There was plenty of 
havoc in most exchanges this year- 


;}end not only because of various de- 
|lays but also due to late 
from 
pertormances, 

| One N. Y. exchange ordered three 
|; much-needed prints of a 
from its Chicago-office which could 


| spare them. They were due to ar- 
|rive in N. Y. on Dec. 24 for Dec. 26 
playdates. They didn’t arrive until 


the 
| theatres to pick 


quickly or leave the doors 


| 

: 

| Dec. 28, making it necessary for 
locked, 





‘Plenty GI Celebs, Novelty 
For Barney Oldfield In 
Fog-Smog-Grog Routine 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

| I have had two unusual experi- 
ences over here theatrically—saw 
| the Belfast, North Ireland, Savoy 
Players, a stock company, do ‘The 
| Fur Coat,’ and it reminded me of 
tent rep in the old days in Nebraska. 


| talkative thing in the world as done 
over here. ‘Jack and Jill,’ starring 
| Celia Lipton, daughter of the band- 


| seen 
pickups | 
theatres giving post-midnight | 


picture | 


up something else 





| 


Also a pantomime, which is the most | 


Anti-Juve Campaign Boomerangs, Mor. 


Fined $100 for Admitting a Minor 





William 
rently 


’ ’ 
Known’ at 


ciate produc er 


lIming of 
Wood al 
together on 
For W 


_ > gest 
Town and 


Hollywood, Jan. 


Cameron \ 


‘Ta 


id Me 


Vallous 


hom tl 
‘Kings 


producing ‘A 
Columbia, 
with Sam | Wood | 


ina’ ol 
Zi 
pict 
ie Bel 
Row.’ 


1) 
will 


Ienzies, 
ddress 
ill be 


1¢ sal 


ures 


| Toll 


Sarge Tosses Grenade 
At Ersatz War Picts, 
Wants the Hard Facts 


Soldiers 


Hollywood, Jan 


lar 


-flung 


i. 
cur- 
Un- 
asso- 

in the 


e lot 


vorked 


11 


imps and 


foxholes preter documentary films to 
synthetic war dramas concocted in 
Hollywood, according to a letter 
from S/set. K. W. Martindale, writ- 
ten in Central India and p ted in 
the C.B.I. Roundup, an Army s¢ ( 
newspaper for the armed service 
China, Burma and_ India, Letter 
reads in part: 

‘This is a gripe. The other night 
this Central India Air Depot was 
host to one of the corniest movies we 
have ever seen, a little slice of tripe 
called ‘Salute for Three. This was 
about the adventures of one of our 
‘heroes’ returned from the war, 
whose life was just one U.S.O. can- 
teen after another. The attitude of 


the men toward the picture could be 


from 
There is 
world 
stinkeroo 
the 
of 
The latter 
tion becau 


docum 


all 
between 
gol 


Midway,’ 


the 
the 


entary 


sho 


jeers 


the 
and the 


and cat 


difference i 


coior 
wn 


here 


reception 
one 


film, 


ace 
‘Battle 


rec 


-calls. 
n the 

that 
orded 


ently. 


received absorbing atten- 


se it 


had the punch 


kick that only reality can provide. 


‘We're 


of dust, 
all we ask 
wood, if 


not 12 


you 


for 
m 


1S, 


about the Army 
at least let them have some relation 


to fact, 


-year-old 
We have to lead with the hard facts! 
heat and dirt every day 


chi 


Idren. 


, and 


God’s sake, Holly- 


ust m 


and about 


ake pi 
so 


ctures 
ldiers, 


instead of a glamorized col- 


lection of childish drivel that no one 
in his right mind could swallow.’ 





‘NO DOLLY DOUBLES, 


JESSEL PIC DELAYED 


Difficulty 
able candidates 
‘Dolly Sisters’ 


in 


will be ‘Kitten On the Gey 


| Goodman 


leader, Sidney Lipton, was the ve- 
hicle. 

| Major George Stevens is in the 
| same office with me, and Lt. Col. | 


Ben Lyon is a floor above; Lt 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., wanders in 
and out of the building. Capt. Bur- 
gess Meredith is around studioing 


for the Army. 
Lawton and 
the other 
about 
seen 
plane 
day, 


Ran into Major Frank 
his frau, Evelyn Laye, 
night, and David Niven 

town, they say, but I haven't 
him yet. While waiting 

from North Ireland the other 
Movita (Maria Luisa Castenada 


Com. | 


is | 


for al 


Doyle, wife ef Jack Doyle, the prize 
fighting Irish thrush) was sweating 
One out, too. She was trying to get 
to England to do a few songs for 
soldiers, and incidentally, to see her | 
brother, who is in the Air Corps. 

Run into Bob Musel quite often; in 
fact. we live in the same block of 
flats. 


Sheilah Graham is trying to figure 

a way to wangle a trip back to the 

states so she can see the kid who 
a bit more than a year old. 

Maj. Barney Oldfield. 


COSLOW’ S DUO 


is 


Lamour 
Bracken Team Up 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Dorothy Lamour goes redskin 

‘Princess on the Warpath,’ a 
cal film in Technicolor at 
| mount, backgrounded in early 
‘homa. Filming is slated for early 
summer, with Sam Coslow, who 
thought up the original idea, as pro- 
ducer. 

Betty Hutton and Eddie 
team up again as co-stars in ‘Out of 
This World, also to be produced by 
Coslow at Par. Duo worked together 
in ‘S.ar-Spangled Rhythm’ and ‘The 

j Miracle of Morgan's Creek.’ 


in 
musi- 
Para- 
Okla- 


Bracken 


Goes Redskin and Hutton-| 


Detroit, Jan. 11. 

Joe Height, manager of the Re gent 
theatre, into the Army. 

Seth Kantor, of National Screen 
Service, in to the Marines. 

John Steva, shipper for RKO. | 
Army. 

Rome at Conference 
Corp. Harold Rome, who authored 


by 


Hollywood, Dee. 11. 


in 


musical, 
‘O. Henry,’ 
enough to find leads for 


for 


finding two accept- 
the name roles 


caused a readjust- 
ment of George Jessel’s production 
schedule at 20th-Fox. 

First of his three pictures to roll 


is 
‘Siste 


s,’ a Benny 
to be followed 
unless he 


lucky 
rs.’ 

















Pa., 

at Ft. McClellan, 
Jack Rosenfeld, 

Army. 


Seymour Sanger, 


Ala. 


OU. S. Callhoard | 


Continued from page 4 — 


promoted from captain to major 


ex-film salesman, 


burgh Symphony Orchestra, Army. 


Tooters Go In 


Billy 


Pittsburgh, 
Leech, 


Lombardo’s band. 


Seymour Sanger, 


burgh 

Pyt. 
Barry 
Administra 


Syn 


Pa. 


iphony 


tion 


singer 


Navy. 


Orch 


Mannie Greenwald, 
manager, 


Jan. 
with 


estra 


* Detroitérs eo 


| the ‘Stars 


| 


presented at Ft. Hamilton 


fall, 
Army 
tainment. 


and Gripes’ 


soldier 


bale Ba 
has gone to Texas to attend an 
conference on 


11, 
Guy 


cellist with Pitts- 
Army. | 
former 
transferred to Army 
School at Washing- 
ton and Jefferson College, 


Washing- 
| On, 


revue 
last 


soldier enter- 


Before entering the service, Rome 
was composer and lyricist of several 
| Broadway 


Out the 


| Needles.’ 


shows, 


News’ 


inc 
and 


luding 
‘Pins 


‘Sing 


and 


+ Detroit, 


‘Used to Each Other By Now: 


Jan. 11. 
Managers here, where juvenile 
delinquency has become a civic cru- 
sade, continue to get socked plenty 
when kids get into the theatres. 
Fred Walton, 


manager of the Loop, 


was fined $100 last week by Judve 
Thomas J. Murphy because a 14- 
vear-old girl was found in the OUSE 
at 10:30 a. m. on a schoolday Po- 
licewomen testified that Lhe. ac 
een looking for the your te ( 

everal day 

Special policemen have been put 
( the theatre detail nere to ¢ ) 

rb vandalism and it ha ‘ e( 
put chill on school-skippe rut 
the runaways still slip by Wal- 
ton testifying that ke had not no- 
ticed the girl who, others testified, 
looked older than 14. 

Theatres here, however, have a 
new device which will help them 
comb out juveniles for whom they 
have to accept the responsibilitv. The 
nitery operators of the State, with 
a Similar problem, went to work on 
he State Legislature and got a law 
enacted which required all those be- 
tween 21 and 25 to cai di cil 
licenses. The theatres can demand 
that kids flash such cards to prove 
that they are of age to be admitted 
to the houses, 

However, the new licensing proved 
something of a boomerang it the 
early stages. The State forgot to de- 
mand proof of age. The ult was 
that plenty of 17 and 18 -year-old 
kids—including one. girl of 16 


slipped in and got the licen es which 


technically, gave them the right to 
get into niteries and theatre 

| While the boner has since been 
corrected after scores of juves got 
the licenses, the law is coming under 
new fire from the stirred up voung- 
sters and probably can be proved 
unconstitutional. The legal point is 


and | 


cellist with Pitts- | 


| that it is discriminatory legislation, 
| forcing those between 21 and 25, who 
have a legal right to drink, 


to pay a 
The only 


| $1 fee. 


out on that one is 
| for the State to change the law to 
|} require all persons over 21 to get 
| the drinking permits which would 
| prevent the law from being aimed 
| at one particular group, an_ illegal 
measure, 
ol 


Nitery men are holding firm on the 
"| law- which helps take responsibility 
| off them—and through efforts of 
| their organization have got it backed 
up by ordinances in nine of the 
largest Michigan cities which makes 
it a misdemeanor which can bring 
a 90-day sentence for any kid to 
misrepresent his or her age. Pre- 
viously only the proprieto?s and the- 
alre owners took the rap. 





METRO TO DISTRIBUTE 
BRIT. ‘AFRICA FREED’ 


Successor to ‘Desert Victory,’ Brit- 
ish Army made feature-length film 
distributed in U. S. by 20th-Fox, is 
‘Africa Freed,’ film story of the Al- 
lied victory in the Tunisian cam- 
| paign, which is now being edited in 
| Hollywood. Picture, made jointly by 
the British Army and the U. S. Army 
| Signal Corps, will be ready 
| tribution by the end of 
with Metro handling U. 





for dis- 
January, 
release. 


|} James L. Hodson, British film 
| writer who worked on dialog for 
| both pictures, now in this country, 
| Stated that Col, Frank Capra, who 
headed the U. S. Army  photog- 
raphers, and Col. Hugh Stuart, who 


led the British contingent of photogs 
who documented ‘Africa Freed,’ are 
now on the Coast completing editing 


of the picture. Print will arrive in 
N. Y. on Jan. 20. 
George Archibald, head of the 


British Ministry of Information film 
unit in this country, will remain at 
his headquarters "ere until 
plans for the film are completed and 
then will return to England for a 
new post. Reports state he will be 
named to head the entire BMI film 
setup when he arrives in Great 
Britain. 





Spalding to Go Overseas 


Washington. Jan. 11. 

Albert Spalding, American violin- 
ist and composer, is being sent over- 
seas this spring by OWI for special 
services in the psychological War- 
fare Branch of the Army. 

Hie is cancelling all his scheduled 
pring concerts. He will not work in 


a musical capacity, but will serve as 
(a special adviser and counsellor. 


release. 
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the Academy Award. 33g ot me 








M-G-M presents Spencer Tracy + Irene Dunne in Victor Fleming’s Production of “A Guy Named Joe” with Van 
Johnson + Ward Bond «+ James Gleason - Lionel Barrymore - Barry Nelson - Esther Williams - Screen Play by Dalton 
Trumbo + Adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan - Directed by Victor Fleming » Produced by Everett Riskin 














“Our Two Big Jobs in January: Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes!” 
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Danz, Levy May Operate 1,000-Seater 
In Navy Boomtown; Exchange Briefs: 





. January release, a countrywide sal- 
= . : “retary hile »' national ne service pe ont | “s : we 
Seattle, Jan. 11. | financial secretary, while Moe national news service de eee Pe >| vage drive to collect scrap, tin, fats 
: : eehard’)| Fraum. Columbia film seller, was nder Jack Goldstein, publicity i ; ‘hed by the 
New 1.000-seater at Port Orchard, | ** ie recording secretary. Harry | managet | and paper is being launched by) 
boomtown a few miles from the navy Fur ¥ so a “ls film for Univer il, | —-- | Salvage Division of the War Pro- 
er -emertor ! setting »| Furst. who sells fil } sal, | erate. ‘ngs . drive 
city, Bremerton, and getting —_ was elected sergeant-at-arms } Lewellen’s Shift | duction Board. Slogan of the drive 
be onan eehieh “ah. | Wa! t rges F . —- ; ides ; 
overflow population garg a. a = | W. C. Lewellen, district advertis- | wil) be ‘Salvage More in '44—Desti- 
ably will be operated by John od Tom Gilliam Pays Off ing representative for Paramount | , ation Tokyo.’ 
and Ellis Levy. Rex Thompson _ Chicago, Jan. 11. covering the Dallas, Oklahoma City | Maer the campaign have 
fee _ —— sii Tom Gillham 20th-Fox branch a! d Memphis exchange territories, | Instruc Ons On the camps = a . 
Orchard. —— , 1s] Bee tes ‘ to ad , dinner Thursday | goes to the Par studio Jan. 31 to} gone out to 17,000 regional direc or 
New house was built under Dless- soht (@) the Blackstone hotel t ndle exploitation on more impor- | and committees of the Salvage Div)- 
ing of Gove! sie a eee i a ’ ‘opreciation for. tant pictures of the company. sion from Leslie G. Merrell, cam 
tail ( fo. \ Li x ITO appt beALAUE VE : +! f , , 
ESS il entertail { ( Navy er . maki it po rhe Alle S. Gleen, vet exploiteer, who paigi in er of the qdivision, on 
. ) l to at op- re mee 3 - a : -— ¢tae outh ot ir ’ ’ , ~—"* . 
, ) d€ n varde ra 1 t vin first place it Sperenes | 1) ne uthwest 101 procedure to be followed. 
pao oe = ee "} ) recent 17-weck ile y vears, Will ake over Lewel . ; 
, percentage _ \ f] . a Iso j t e forn ens ¢ ct ere, working under On v ¢ ( of Merrell commit 
. ; a ry | ie bh, , ¢ y ' € pe ! of Jol n J Donohue 1TeE eCeK Oo get x2 ¢ ( a ct | 
Pots ee: ‘ inager at Dallas ‘i o proclaim a De nation 
Benson Shutters Hous neni ‘ rol A Dav. Radic ) 
( oe ae Following the dinner. remark Geo. I yneh's Alberta Berth “ae eu ‘ ‘ 
iii I nee le R \ hort peecnes were maae DY Edad . ‘ roronto, Jan. Li. ( paig 
ttered | an a year after bei Alperson and Harry Brandt, hi Harry A. Kaufman, Canadian man- 
efurbished and reopened, The Fa-| also spoke on the ‘March of Dime ager, Monogram Pictures, -has left 
} ld : ' f *olon) it ¢ +e p > ne 
bian circuit operated the old-time} campaign: John Balaban J rae Calgary to install George Lynch io N 
opera house as a first-run before they | Rubens Eddie Zorn and Jack Kirsch. | 4 ) a cho manager for Alberta Howie Mayer ets ew 
built the Cohoe It was closed for Lou Reinheimer acted as toastmaster, | Lynch has been connected with Pat 
nite meek Ghia otter a lor period , On, f the | hic} ries nee amount in that territory for 20 veal ( I. P bhi it P t 
was ‘ ne of the highlights of the even! ' ; ; 
of repairs by owner Samuel Benson.) was the talk by Jack Burnett, Fox | He replaces Max Phillet in the Mor 0 u 1Cl y ra 
as relighted, with the Morse circuit | Movietone cameraman, who told of | ©8* shuffle Hollywood 
ot lee gi lessee, Recently Benson |}, expt ence in the war zon : 
been operating the theatre hit ; Par Sales Huddles Hi VMlaye ea 2 EN 
elf. He ann cea the arkenil Heinemen’s Swing Pi ount will hold a district sal Ct Lol CECA 
‘for the duratio William J. Heineman, general sal agers meeting on Feb. 3-4-5 lp ( direct 
The Regent aller but ewe! nal er for Samuel Gol Y. to t elling and exploit \ ( » e) t ( 
he . ty IF nm Chan also eekend for a_ three-m¢ I -s plans for ‘Lady in the Dark, not Substitute document Is fo Viav 
eased, | been taken over by Harry Wing around exchange centers 1) ¥ a marketed, pg A sa — er’s ervices until Febr ry, 1945 
Lamont, of Albany. This theatre was} the U. S. and Canada | pictul that will go on release the lic } uN for the | 
; See To ublic s n or the mida- 
o closed for a time, and after re- He plans to visit 40 American forepart of 1944, including ‘Story of | PUble relahons counsel fT 
: ‘ ; aon. % ‘ +4 Pei ‘ 2 iD Wassell.’ west. operating out of his own pul 
pairs was reopened last year by 1S! Canadian cities for talks with ex- : aan ‘ 
owner, Walter Wertime, who oper-| change heads and leading exhibs. In addition to Neil F. Agnew, v.p. | licity office in Cl igo 
ates the Chester in Chestertown. La- ( — of distribution for rar. _— Shift was occasioned } the stu 
"17 } + Nae ‘J ‘ P ‘ ’ es whe vA atte are al < : ‘ , 
mont runs theatres in Fort Edward. | Ben Caplon Upped cae Pood pce Ae etal a | dio’s recent deal in which W ey 
Saugerties and Greenville. He has Ben Caplon, Washington branch | Sane at a a eh. w : a et Bolt ok over the studio city 
installed Al Bothner, a veteran of 40} salesman for Columbia Pictures, ap- | @8¢":, reorge Smith western divi- : 
vears in the film business and recent- pointed branch manager there, effec- sional J ead, Hugh Owen, eastern | | jol 
ly with Hellman Theatres, as man-/|tive Jan. 31. pa ancenigea tall 1; G. B. J. Frawley, 4 
ager. ; , charge exchange operations: Bob 
- Gillham blicitv-advertising heac 
- N. ¥. Film Board’s Plan Ale “Me er ~ eval es aan | RKO S Sets C ampaign I or 
, } a , ait : Alec Moss advertising manager: 4 
Sanders Heads M. P. Assoc. With transportation problems, in- | \),. PRES Ries - sald =a <1, y 
wil cluding delivery of film, maintenance | Wilkie publicity manager and Stan-| Juve Delinquency Film 
Moe Sanders, sales supervisor of ~ ra ta sasnline rationing. tires ley Shuford of the advertising-ex- si : . 
the New Jersey and Long Island ter- etc in addition to fire prote ction ploitation department. j Although ‘Are These Our Chil- 
.4 . © x . .. * Swe « i 4 by . ° a? . R : . . . 
ritorites for 20th-Fox, is 1944’s presi- measures in exchanges and other District sales managers to be on | dren RKO feature on juvenile de- 
dent of Motion Picture Associates, | atters calling for n ore wartime at- | tap will be Bill Erbb, Milton Kusell, | linquency, does not go on release 
; acing ack “llis ‘anc ‘ 2 - oo ; ‘lark ‘arle Sweigar , , : 
replacing Jack Ellis, branch man- | tention. the N. Y. Film Board of |™,- R. Clark, Fai le Sweigart. John | until April, homeoffice is readying 
acer ° J » f sts x Qc | A 4 sr tir A] ? : >y ‘ ‘ i. 2 
ra fo inte Artists, who has| Trade, which has just elected new | axing — . = ate _ Li- | 3 big advance exploitation and spe- 
en particularly active ; ss : sepmanies Seatac 1 Oa, u ‘aly, , an, soi ; 
been pal icu arly active in promot- Ber * penal will hold meetings every two | igh raly Jel Goodman, | 6 ja) promotion campaigns. RKO has 
ing the MPA over a period of many | weeks to wrestle with any matters |J: J- Donohue and Gordon Light- | ‘ 
. Y “sm — — : *” | stone. last- tioned i charge of | Made a special tie-up with Look mag 
years and stepped down to take the coming up. | stone, last-mentioned in charge of | ‘ 
vice-presidency for the current year. | Ralph Pielow, N. Y. branch man- the Canadian territory. | frame d around Ruth Clifton, who ar- 
Matty Cahan, former film sales- | ager for Metro, is the new president, a |} rived in N. Y. last week. 
man, now not associated with any | succeeding Henry Randel, Par’s | Detwiller Wins Contest Miss Clifton. who authored the! 
of the distributors, becomes second | branch manager, who served last ae I ittsburgh, Jan. 11. | original Moline Plan for handling the 
V.-p., While Saul Trauner, assistant| year. Other officers, all N. Y. ex- Bert Detwiller, manager of Grand, | juvenile delinquency problem, also | 
branch manager for Columbia at its| change managers of the companies rt 9 one Pa., winner of best exploi- ain ed as technical director th ' 
N. Y. exchange, is treasurer. Charles | noted, are Clarence Eiseman (WB), | tation campaign in connection with | *€TV€G &S Technical qirector on the 
> | . © ; > my47 7. « } - re 
Penser, RKO salesman, was elected! first v.p.; Jack Ellis (UA), second | | U's nation-wide drive for the fea- | Picture. 





v.p.: Ray Moon (20th), treasurer; 
Bob Fannon ‘Republic), secretary, 
and Joe Felder (Monogram), ser- 


eeant-at-arms. Fannon 
reclected officer. 
Bernard Lewis’ Chore 

Bernard Lewis’ new 20th-Fox pub- 

llicity department job, is to head the 


is the only 














New York Theatres 





turette, ‘Roar, Navy. Roar.’ Received 
, $200 in cash and a trophy valued at 


he 

M. (Woody) Weir, manager of 
Phancodoweh theatre, home again after 
month’s hospital stay but won't get 
back to work for some time yet. 





| Harry Gamble, assistant at the Gar- 





8rd WEEK 


CARY GRANT 
JOHN GARFIELD 


in 


o7th =| 


WEEK! 


] 
| 
| 
| 
' 

Paramount’s | 


“FOR WHOM 
THE BELL TOLLS” ]|, 


Continuous Performances from 
10:30 a.m, 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. | 


Warner Bros. Hit 


IN PERSON 


Also Ella Mae Morse 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley 


peewee" STRAND 











B’ way & 
47th 











“DESTINATION TOKYO” 


CHARLIE BARNET & Ore 


dens, replacing. 

Harold Richman, son of Jacob 
| Richman, local exhib, has joined Na- 
| tional Screen Service here as a sales- 
} Man. 

Frank W. Hamre made district 
manager for RCA Service Co., Inc. 
| Succeeds Charles R. Underhill, Jr.. 
| who was recently transferred to | 
| company’s home office in Camden, 
New Jersey. 

Irving Jacobs, Metro booker, elect- 
| ed president of the front office ex- 
change employees union, Local F-11, 
succeeding George Ball. “Other offi- 
;cers named were: Peg McArdle, 
‘ vice-pres.; June Tolley, sec’y; Cel 
| Kieselbach, treas.; Orlando Boyle, 

| business agent: James Retter. ser- 
| geant- at-arms; Helen Garlitz, Goldye 
| Mandell and Al Lostetter, 
and executive board: 














z. Edythe 








Angel, Bill Brooks, 



















On the Screen 

= oe CARMEN 
Spencer TRACY  SROABWAY UAT Sist Sracer b 
irene DUNNE In Person : \.. -WIRANDA. 


Kathryn GRAYSON 
Richard HIMBER 
and His Orch 
LOU HOLTZ 
and Others 


in M-G-M’s 
‘A Guy | 
Named Joe’, 


SEtNnnyr 


g00DMAy 





We 


Rey 













PLUS A BIG 
STAGE SHOW 


R@ii0 


city 





MUSIC HALL 


ais 
AG: 


ROXYZuei. * 


Josephine Beck, 
Margaret Casey, Peg O'Connell 
Agatha Donohue, Helen 
smith and Mercedes Miller. 

Austin G. 
celluloid alley as a member of the 
trailer department at National Screen 
| Service, successor to the Independ- 
ent outfit. 

George Mikolowsky, Masontown 
theatre manager who was recently 
drafted, is now operating a 16 mm 
projector at the naval training sta- 


? 














LOEW'S 
66 99 State IN PERSON 
MME. CURIE Thurs. — hy DON 
a ad | 


REDMAN 
and Orch. 
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‘NO 
FOR LOVE’ 
















(Continued on Page | 58) 


‘SI SEADLER NOW HAS 2 








| §i Seadler, Metro advertising man- 
ager, was elected chairman of the 
industry’s Public Relations Commit- 





ste el| LIFEBOAT 


PARAMOUNT 











45th ST. 
CONTINUOUS PERFORMANCES 





B'WAY & 


Dorothy Dick Victor 
LAMOUR POWELL MOORE “ cannes eeERiggaenimeneROD wanes cum a 
in “RIDING HIGH” ~e cicinren 
A Paramount Picture ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 
iN TECHNICOLOR 
In Person 
TOMMY DORSEY and Band 


tee (eastern division) at the weekly 
luncheon meeting at the N. Y. Ath- 
jletic club last Thursday (6). He 
|succeeds Maurice Bergman, Univer- 
sal’s eastern ad-publicity chief, who 
has completed the customary six- 
month tenure of office. 

Seadler, who also has charge of 
trade advertising for the WAC, be- 








————x ASTOR "Wy «4 
‘PALAC 


47th St. iim oe 7 
COOPER WITH SMALL 


Bob Cooper has been 
‘CSOVERNMENT GIRL’ | eastern publicity representative 
‘ | Edward Small Productions. 
James DUNN Anne SHIRLEY | 
Jess BARKER | Former 
ithe midwest, 


OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 
SONNY TUFTS 





appointed 
for 


United Artists publicist in 


comes chairman in time to have 
charge of the industry’s anniversary 
program marking the first cinema 
exhibition in the U. S. PRC session 
next week will include discussion 
| of overseas film activities and the 
‘War Loan drive, with foreign ad- 
|publicity chiefs attending. 


| Charles 











trustees: | 


Klingen- | 


| 
! 
{ 
| 
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Bowers has returned to ' 


OTHER JOBS BESIDES M-G 


SALVAGE DRIVE TIED 
IN WITH WB’S ‘TOKYO 


Under a unique tieup with Warner 
Bros., 
angle for 


designed as an exploitational 
‘Destination Tokyo,’ WB 


Coe Continues Talks 


Following 
Four Arts 


his appearance 
Society, Palm 
Francis Coe, v-p of the Hays 


at the 


quered countries. 





' SIX 





Beach, | 


| picture house bookings. 


—~-—re 


Kate Smith Being Set 


By Par for Series Of 
Air Shows to Plug Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 
Paramount has virtually co 
pleted a deal with Kate Smith 


l a 
Ted Collins for a series of bri ‘ 
casts from Hollywood to ballyhoo 
‘forthcoming pictures. The series of 


shows will probably start ; 
18 with excerpts from ‘Lady in the 


Dark,’ with Ginger Rogers. 
Virtually the entire Kate §S 
troupe will come to the C 


tne eries 


GEO. FRASERS (PAULA 
WEISS) TO THE COAST 


George Fraser 

Columbia's homeoflice rub ity O< 
partment as a sature riter <¢ 
| being honorably discharged from the 
Army, and his wife, P We 
Fraser, are quitting th« iobs to vo 
to the Coast the end of this mo 

n the thought of settling co 

there, 

Mrs. Fraser, with Pai 

vears. originally as a private secre 
tary to variou eCNE ‘ ( 

ate vears bee i 

pre book denat 


Col. Sets 30 Pre-Release 
Dates on ‘Escape’ in N.E. 


Columbia set 30 pre-release 

n the New England | tory 
‘None Shall Escape Q P ( oes 
lout on national release, Feb 
| opens in Boston, Portland, Ne P 
| don. Hartford, Prov nee, S! - 
field and other Keys in that rritory, 
Jan. 19 

Film is initialer coverin Y 
trials of Nazi war, criminals Coe 
‘lumbia hosted the press and exhibi- 
tors at Boston's Ritz-Carlton hotel 
at a luncheon and forum session last 
Saturday (8). Queniin Reynolds 
i; honor guest and principal speake t 
the forum, picture being shown be- 


fore the luncheon mecting 


Charlotte, N.C., Premiere 


. ’ -— 

For Metro’s ‘Hargrove 
Charlotte, N. C.. Jan. 11 

World premiere of ‘See Here, Pri- 

vate Hargrove’ (Metro) ll be held 


at Charlotte Feb. 8, co-sponsored by 
ithe Charlotte News, the paper for 
| which Marion Hargrove reported be- 
fore he entered the army, and the 
Carolina theatre 

The book itself was based on col- 


umns written by Private Hargrove 


office, spoke again Monday (10) in sor the News during his — ck #t. 
Cleveland in the interests of in- of military training in 1941 at . 
dustry good will, Coe is scheduied /Brage. 
to talk before another luncheon | erie 
gathering in Cincinnati today | Parents Back Pete 
(Wednesday). He also speaks at a Pete Harrison’s production of 
| Chicago session, Jan. 14, and in| ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep) is getting strong 
Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 17. plugging from magazines with juve 
Turnout in Cleveland totaled 550, | reader circulation. Parents’ Maga- 
| including all civic leaders besides | zine, January issue, among others, 
| industry toppers in that Ohio area. | carries a favorable review on the 
Coe spoke in the main ballroom of | film. 
the Cleveland hotel, stressing the| ‘Deerslayer,’ produced by Harri- 
picture business’ war effort and its} son at a cost of around $135,000, is 
| work in reindoctrinating the recon- | being used for Saturday matinee 
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Wheaties their objective. . 





“Simple! The cure for your insomnia is two bowls of Wheaties before 
retiring. Then you won't lie awake all night 
yearning for breakfast time!”’ 

Pantry commandos often make! Wheaties fans insist that a noc- 
.. Sat- 
isfying indeed, the combination of | well for sweet slumber, and the 
crunchy flake and creamy milk. Too, | brave clear eye upon awakening. 


turnal bowlful of The Cereal bodes 
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USO Also Doing Great Morale Uplift 
Job Among Aussie Sheilas (Dames) 


Australia, Dec, 15. 


-. 





Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Here’s your Aussie Muggsie again. 
This time reportin’ on the comin’ 
and goin’s of the Big Noises from 
the U.S.A., meanin’, of course, Ray 
Bolger—Jack Little, Artie Shaw and 
now Gary Cooper and his Leadin’ 


Ladies, Una Merkel and Phyllis 
Brooks. Well Uncle Sam may think 
he’s sendin’ these High Pressure 


Salesmen for the uplift of the Serv-| 


ice Men, one and all, but he cer- 
tainly never counted on the morale 
uplift it was giving the Sheilas 
(dames) out here. Starting off with 
Artie Shaw I nearly got killed in 
the rush trying to get into the Troc, 
local dance palace...They’ll have to 
take the roof off the pleasure palaces 
if these glamour boys keep on com- 
ing. The blood pressure of the gals 
goes up so high the temperature of 
the Halls are just—‘too-too.’ 

Ray Bolger and his sidekick, Jack 
Little, made a grand impression on 
all and sundry. Ray’s talk on the 
radio was a pip. On account of the 
‘Wizard of Oz’ he is well known in 
‘Orstrylia.” Far one of the world’s 
greatest in the 
line he’s a modest guy. Edwin Mac- 
Arthur, conductor, and Lansing Hat- 


field, baritone, certainly floored all | 


who heard and saw them. The 
Aussies are a musical race and do 
they appreciate real artistry. 

Now weve Gary 
Well—I ask you? 


got Cooper. 


to come out of the hotel after pound- 


ing his ear. When they announced 


his radio talk over the National sta- | 


tions all the other networks hung 
out the ‘no business’ sign. I must 
hand it to the USO...The way they 
are handling these talent Hambassa- 
dors from the U.S. is enough to make 
any ordinary actor proud to be in 
the ‘profession’ as they say,out here. 

By the time you receive this little 
billet doux, Jimmie and I will be 


travelin’ north to entertain some of | 
the lads, Aussie and U.S.A., near the 


‘sectors’—we hope, we hope. Ex- 
pect to spend six to eight months 
where things are really moving. 
By the way we celebrate our 
fourth year of strictly-on-the-cufl 
work for Aussie Red Cross, etc. If 
this war keeps up much longer 
watch out for a couple of oldtimers 
panhandling along the Main Stem. 
Brother Muggs, four years is a long 
time without coffee and doughnuts. 
But we should gripe! Just visit one 
of the hospitals and then worry 
about next week or whether you get 
a little extra butter on your bread. 
Butter‘s rationed anyway. 
Listen...Time 4:30 p.m....Place... 
A U. S. Hospital, 
Australia...They lift him out of the 
Red Cross Ambulance and gently 
carry him on a stretcher into the 
receiving ward where the Army doc- 
tor and his staff stand waiting. ..it is 
all very quietly done...they lift him 
over the rail—I note his silvery hair 
... his suntanned features—his clear 
blue eyes—he looks pretty low 
wonder who he is—looks like a 
Ship’s Captain...torpedoed?...Now 
they place the stretcher on the floor 
...it has such short legs 
about five inches high...Now they 
wheel in a rubber-tired, stretcher- 
carrier and lift 
all, up on it. 
his pulse...he looks up, his eyes on 
the doctor. That look tells a story. 
Wonder who he is.. 
up next time I come out...NOW 
GUESS WHAT...next time I go out 
I see a big tall Slim...cane and a 
limp...it’s that silvery-haired cot 
case...I smile...he smiles...and can 
you beat it...it’s dear old Bill Scott 
-.-0f Scott & Taylor...Los Angeles 
... Known to many in the business. 


Was with Bernhardt and still talks | 


about it... he is on the mend but his 
ticker is giving him trouble. ..here’s 


guts...he goes up north again right | 


in the thick of it. A Special Services 


Officer, he takes over the acts from | : C 
_ | the Netherlands, Latvia and Estonia 


home when they come his way 
again...guts... 

Then there's that boy, 19 years old 
-..deaf and blind...no chance... 
Organs gone...a_ kid...deaf and 
blind...for always...YEAH...and 
that lad from Ohio...his leg...swim 
champ...swimming days gone for- 
ever...and there’s Pete—Mike—Joe 
-».-SO0 come on you ambassadors— 
the kids are waiting for you...and 
HOW...So send ’em along—Big Uns 
and Little Uns, they are all welcome 
out here 

And now some Curtain 
heavy on the Brass—with 


Leonard Bows for Billy G. 


Eddie 
and 


comic and dancing | 


Most of the dames 
stayed up all night waiting for him |} 


Somewhere in | 


..only | 


him, stretcher and |} 
The doctor is taking | 


must look him | 


Music— | 


vv 


BBC BANS WODEHOUSE 
MUSICOMEDY AIRINGS 


London, Jan. 11. 

Whatever pre-war admirers of P. 
G. Wodehouse may think of his 
choice of Germany as a wartime 
| home, the BBC obviously is off him 
for life. This has only just come to 
llight by its action in banning the 
| broadcasting of several musical 
j}comedies for which Wodehouse 
} wrote the lyrics. 
| Leslie Henson, who has been stag- 
ing revivals of famous musicals, has 
been forbidden to broadcast ‘Kiss*:g 
| Time,’ ‘The Cabaret Girl’ and other 
woe s for which Wodehouse did the 
lyrics. 


4% in Britain 


‘Averse to War Pix, 











- Gallup Poll Shows 


British theatregoers don’t like war 
| pictures, latest Gallup poll reveals as 
} announced in London. Those attend- 
ing motion picture theatres in Great 
Britain were asked if they felt in- 
| clined to attend a performance if the 
house featured a war film. Poll 
showed that 54° were less inclined 
to go to the theatre under such cir- 
cumstances while 29° felt more in- 
| clined to go, Only 17° replied they 
didn’t know. 

War vehicles are more unpopular 
with women than men, the Gallup 
| Survey showed. Of those questioned, 

60°: 


| a war film is featured, while 49° o 
the men were so jnclined. 
Relatively wealthy were more op- 
| posed to viewing war films than 
those in lower wage brackets, but 
there was little variation of opinion 
; On dislikes whether young, 
aged or elderly. 


N. Y. Times Reveals 
The Shattered Morale 
| Of Nazi Amusements 


| Following the opening of the 
| Battle of Berlin Nov. 18, 35 German 
theatres and music halls no longer 
advertise in papers in that city, an 
indication that the Nazi entertain- 
ment industry has suffered greatly 
from the bombings, a bylined story 
by Frederick Graham in the N. Y. 
Times last week (5) revealed. 
Significant is that, in view of the 
city’s devastated condition, German 
, leaders, who look upon entertain- 
ment as a large means of boosting 
civilian and armed forces morale, 
have made no endeavor to keep the 


— 











| houses lighted. While there have 
| been snatches of information con- 


cerning the status of entertainment 
to the Reich from time to time, this 
is the first complete report on the 
situation since the war. 

An article in Berlin’s Deutsche 
Allegemeine Zeitung declared that 
| before the heavy bombings of the 
| city, German theatres, film houses, 
cabarets and music halls were con- 
stantly S.R.O., often for weeks in 
advance. 

The article quoted the German 
Statistical Office, which said there 
were 262 state, provincial and mu- 
| nicipal theatres in Germany, besides 
| 13 whose ownership was not re- 
vealed. Occupied countries are not 


operating their own theatres. There 
are 10 in Czechoslovakia, four in 


Alsace, two in France and one each 
in Lorraine, Luxembourg, Norway, 


—all state operated. 

According to the German Statisti- 
cal Office, during the 1942-43 season, 
42,244 members of the theatrical pro- 
fession were employed, more than 
18°. of whom were technical per- 
sonnel: 18% 
and slightly more than 19% 
actors, actresses and singers. 


were 





| AGVA for the ‘Varietys’—all being 
sent straight up to the footlights 


where everything is Double Forte— | 


right up to and including 
eight bars. 
Ta Cobbers—till next time, 
Annette Kellerman. 


the 





| Permission for 
| film rentals, granted Columbia Pic- 


of the women said they were| 
less inclined to attend a show where | 


| Dolores Del Rio Named 


middle- | 


considered by the Nazis capable of | 


members of orchestras) 


last | 


COWANS SELL YARNS 
TO BALCON, WILCOX 


London, Dec. 27. 

Lore Cowan (formerly Lore Leni) 
has sold an original comedy to Eai- 
ing Studios (Michael Balcon), while 
Maurice Cowan has provided Her- 
bert Wilcox with the story of his 
next picture, ‘I Live in Grosvenor 
Square.’ Latter is based on the diary 
of an American sailor billetted in 
London’s Mayfair, and tells of his 
conflicts with and reactions to the 
British. 

Anna Neagle will play the leading 
femme part and Wilcox is negotiat- | 





HEMISPHERE FILMS SET 
FOR LATIN GOODWILL 


With Francis Alstock, head of film 
division of Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs office, back from 
a swing through Mexico and other 


Argentine Govt. Takes Over Theatre 
In B. A.; Discourages U. S. Productions 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 11. 

Intervention by the Argentine 
military government into the oper- 
ation of Buenos Aires’ Teatro del 
Pueblo (People’s theatre) was an- 
nounced with official decree reveal- 
ing for the first time that organi- 
zation must now concentrate on 
strict nationalism. 

Theatre, which in the past 10 years 





Latin-American countries, plan for a 
separate organization for the motion 
picture branch for promoting Pan- 
American goodwill is gaining im- 
petus. New setup would be com- 
pletely divorced from CIAA, accord- 


ing for an American male star to 
come over here. 


Col. Gets Higher 


ing to present intentions, this de- 
pending, of course, on whether 
Congress supplies the necessary 


money. 

Felt not only in industry circles 
but in Latin-America that such ar- 
| rangement would be ideal because 
| it means the continuance of the mo- 
, tion picture activity, started 


. 
Aussie Rentals: 
9 
Others May =: in south of border nations. 
| Also this arrangement is regarded 





by | 


has gained international attention 
|for its presentation of U. S., Eu- 
|ropean and other theatrical works, 
|has been until now an indenendent 
| group, although using B. A. munici- 
| pally-owned theatre property. Under 
|new decree the city’s ‘Secretariat of 
| Culture and Morals’ retakes posses- 
|sion of the house, with Fausto de 
Tezanos Pinto, as director general. 
Name also changes, new title being 
Teatro Municipal. 

Organization is ordered to operate 
for six-month season, from March to 
August inclusive, to use selected lo- 
cal artists and to cooperate with the 





Sydney, Jan. 11. |as highly satisfactory both in this 
a 10°, increase in | country and Latin-Americas because 
| the outstanding goodwill effort inas 


tures | been exerted by the films division. 


yy Price-Fixing Commissioner 
Préfessor Copland, may result in all | 
American distributors obtaining 
similar rental hikes. Learned 
that other U.S, distribs plan seeking 
similar rental increases on the same 
basis as Columbia—that higher pro- 
duction costs made it necessary for 
distributors to better rental 
terms. 


104 R Pi 
( Cit d 
Nick Pery, Columbia’s managing 
director for Australia, gained per- | 
mission to seek 10° rental increase | or a an 
from exhibitors on the grounds that | 


| 

| 

upped production costs made higher 

rentals pre-requisite if U. S. dis- 

tributors are able to continue suc- 

cessful operations in Aussie territory. | eelinn in Tk: daeaeke 4 d 

; - ae ia | cat 943. accor vord re- 

Australian Exhibitors Ass’n is pro-| ~“. - Big & to word re 
Se ree” RSET BRI sre aio 2 ceived by OWI. 
testing already against the increase. pie . 

7 Valiant Soviet cameramen §re- 
corded developments along the whole 
front from the Black to the Barents 
Seas,’ it was explained in Moscow. 


film 


seek 


Washington, Jan. 11. 
Russia cited 104 of its motion pic- 





Mexico’s Best Actress, 
Dona Barbara’ Best Pic 22s 224 Kuban, the forcing of the 


| Dnieper and the capture of Kiey. 


Mexico City, Jan. 11. ‘Cameramen risked their lives at 





Dolores Del Rio has been rated| every turn and, at times when a 
Pate 2 German ring was about to close 
<ico’s best actress for 1943. ‘ | 

oo “pa : she ‘ =i around a handful of Partisans, they | 

Selection was made by Institute laid aside their motion picture! 
ef Cinematographic Arts and Sci-j| equipment and took up automatic 
ences. Her leading role in the Mex-| rifles to beat back fierce Nazi at- 


tacks.’ 


UA WANTS ‘BLIMP’ BUT 
RANK IS A BIT BALKY 


London, Jan. 11. 
Arthur W. Kelly, v.p. in charge 


ican-made picture 
(Wild Flower) won the honors in 
her first venture in Mexican-made 
pix after many successful years in 
Hollywood. 

Jorge Negrete, Mexico’s latest 
singing sensation, won the male act- 
ing honors for this part in ‘El Penon| of foreign distribution for United 
de Las Animas.’ Artists, has been negotiating with 

‘Dona Barbara’ was adjudged the ¥ Arthur Rank for the American 
best Mexican production for 1943, | distribution rights to ‘Colonel Blimp.’ 
Its director, Fernando De Fuentes, Understood that UA has made an 
won an award for the best direc-j| offer for the film, but that Rank is 
tion of the year, and Andres Soler] so far unwilling to release the pic- 
was named best character actor for} ture unless an agreement to handle 
his performance in the same film. other Rank product can be reached. 


‘Flor Silvestre’ 














ture cameramen for gallantry on lo-| 


| private interests. 





National Conservatory of Music and 
other authorized entities. Although 


i;no specific order is made against 
U. S. or European works, emphasis 
|on nationalism is stressed an- 


nouncement of a contest for the type 
of plays the theatre is to produce. 
This explains that works are to be 
inspired by ‘Argentine themes of ex- 
alting national virtues.’ Authors are 
jalso to dwell cr Argentine history, 


j}and observers say that the rules are 
very much. similar to those placed 
in effect by both the Hitler and 
| Mussolini governments after their 
coming to power. 

Status of Leonidas Barletta, pro- 


democratic moving snirit in the Tea- 
tro del Pueblo, is uncertain. Barletta 
always emphasized need for inde- 
pendence, and aside from using the 
municipally owned theatre property, 
refused any subsidies from state or 
Long self-support- 
ing, theatre has included both the 
best professional players as well as 
actors and actresses, directors, com- 


‘They filmed fighting in Stalingrad,| POSers, scenic artists, from indepen- 
the battle for Orel, the Red Army’s| dent groups. 
summer offensive, the liberation of} 


Theatre unions have 
given strong cooperation because of 
Teatro’s status as a non-profit group, 
and its. importance as a school for 
training local artists. 





‘Live Performances’ 
By Film Stars Banned 
In Axis-Held No. Italy 


Washington, Jan. 11. 

Ministry of Popular Culture in 
Axis-controlled northern Italy has 
issued an order forbidding film 
actors to take part in any stage, 
nitery or other ‘live’ performances. 
Explanation given being, ‘This was 
done with the intention that their 
activity may be exclusively utilized 
for the sublime ends of the new na- 
tional production.’ 

Same ministry has cancelled all 
subsidies to film theatres. 








21 Mexico City Film Houses Combined 
Into. One Circuit; 15 Are First-Runs 


Mexico City. Jan. 11. 4 








Twenty-one of Mexico City’s . > 
|largest movie theatres iiave been 3 More Mexico City 
incorporated into one circuit under ‘s 
| control of a company headed by H Add V d vill 
| Luis Legorreta, president of the ouses aul € € 


Bank of Mexico. Theodore Gildred, 
former theatreman of San Diego, 
Calif., and owner of a string of de- 
luxe theatres here, was a prime 
mover in the merger, and is a direc- 


Mexico City, Jan. 5. 
In an attempt to cash in on the 
vaudeville upswing which recently 
hit Mexico City, some film houses 
are booking weekend acts. Latest 





Current London Shows 


London, Jan. 11. 
‘Acacia Avenue,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Strand. 
‘Blow Own Trumpet,’ Playhouse. 
‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 
‘Dark River,’ Whitehall. 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo. 
‘Flying Colors,’ Lyric. 
‘Hi-De-Hi,’ Stoll.  * 
‘It's Foolish But Fun,’ Coliseum. 
‘It’s Time Dance,’ Winter Garden. 
‘Junior Miss,’ Saville. 
‘Landslide,’ Westminster. 














|tor of the new company, _which| to stage flesh shows are the Bucareli, | 
united the Gildred interests andj| Palacio, and the Alameda. Average 
those of several Mexico City banks. | show is of six acts, with feature pix. 
William Jenkins, an independent| Mexico City now has five straight | 
operator here, also is interested in| vaudeville houses, all doing two-a- 


the merger. had to big biz. 
| Theatres 





| 
| 





comprising 





a) Blted"ness 605, UNIVERSAL TO EXPAND 
he LATIN-AM. SALES FORCE 


| Gjildred, who has been in Mexico 
Forecasting a theatre-building 


only a few years, started the first 
| chain of deluxe showhouses in this | 

city. His theatres, all of which fig-| boom in South America soon after | 
ured in the merger, consist of the; the war, Al Daff, Universal's foreign 


Linda Vista, Lido, Savoy, Margerit,| distribution supervisor, returned last 
| and one under construction on the | week from three-month trip of 
Paso de Reforma. Other leading | Latin-American territory. 
theatres figuring in the merger are! He said business is running so 
{the Insurgenies and the Palacio.| high there that Universal is plan- 
Gildred said 15 of the houses will] ning the expaasivui of its sales force 


show first-run pictures only. 


below the equator. j 


‘Lisbon Story,’ Hippodrome. 

* ‘Live for Love,’ Haymarket. 
‘Lottie Dundass,’ Cambridge. 
‘Month in the Country,’ St. James 
‘Moon Is Down,’ Whitehall. 

‘Mr. Bilfrey,’ Playhouse. 

‘My Sistes Eileen,’ Savoy. 

‘Pink String,’ Duke of York’s. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’'s. 
‘She Follows Me About,’ Garrick, 
‘Something in the Air,’ Palace. 
‘Strike a New Note,’ Wales. 
‘Sweet and Low,’ Ambassador. 
‘The Fur Coat,’ Comedy. 

‘They Came to a City,’ Giobe. 
‘War and Peace,’ Phoenix. 
“Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych, 
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‘| Want To See Odeon Maintained In Its — .. - | 


Proud Position As One of the Leading a — 3 : 
Exhibitors With, If Practicable, a Modern =. 
Theatre In All the Major Cities of Great 


Britain, So That Odeon Patrons Wherever — wi F | 








They May Live Can See the Best Pictures — | | 









































In the Most Comfortable Conditions. ’’ 
J. ARTHUR RANK 
Chairman, Odeon Theatres | a. 
London, Oct., 14th, 1943 _ i. - | 
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Rank Rep to Discuss U.S. Distrib Deal 


For His Films With Coast Toppers 





Admitting he still is seeking a|to London. Gain is a director in 
satisfactory distribution setup in General Film Distributors in Great 
7 Britain. He talked with J. Cheever 


U. S. for J. Arthur Rank but stress- 





Cowdin, C. D. Prutzman and Joseph 














U.S.-Anglo ‘Cartel’ 


‘es Continued from page 1 


information-gathering stage, 
ety’ has learned. 


‘Var 








i- 


‘The motion picture industry has 
every right to do post-war planning 
now,’ Berge told ‘Variety,’ ‘but per- 
haps it had better do it with an eye ! 
on the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. The | recovering its 





| 


| firms have been involved. 





from England, as it has in most car- 
tel agreements in which American 


Private Treaties 


There is some feeling of annoy- 
ance in official circles that the 
American picture industry may be 
seeking to make what .re described 
as ‘private treaties’ at the same time 
that it is courting the State and 
Commerce Departments for help in 
world markets after 


Any deal of a cartel nature would, 


ish. Announcements have been made! of course, stipulate the control and 


| division of the American, as well 
as foreign markets, ii’s pointed out. 
Th could conceivably crush small 
iependent tudios not tied into the 
arrangement 
A parallel angle v hich the anti- 
trust division may be studying would 
be the effect o1 ndependent theatre 
era t ) Thi of 
course, would dovetail with the pres- 
( negotia [¢ e nev Big 
I not pic e ¢ ent decree. 


In general, cartels have resulted 


in keeping American business out of 
the Latin-American market. The 
Justice Department has smashed a 


string of these and can be depended 
upon to hit hard at anything which 
A ( tail the participation ofl 
Amé f Latin America 


PHIL REISMAN WILL BE 
GONE 6 WEEKS IN 


ing the possibility of a Rank com-| Seidelman, Universal executives, | ° : wagon cians the wad 
pany being formed to distribute both | jact week picture people have made no = e ° 
® 7 4 ' « ‘ + i< > >> . - 
itis tures te ie . | of their negotiations with the Bri 
British and U. S. pict ires in the oc- | Regarding the 49% interest in piste 
cupied countries of Europe, Barring- | pee a SRE 
. ests" r | Metropolis-Bradford Trust, holding : : es badd aati 
ton C. Gain, now jin this country | Se meentwallinn - cuneate | quite openly to the trade press, 
fay , n al ba | ! Tie 1! . » 
surveying conditions for Rank, stated ap * nt-B ' held by 20tl which indicate that some of these 
} ) aumont-DBtitl : Cid y yA l- ; oat 
N. Y. last week that he has - se I ) C: bo he | deals are of a e which might run 
oO? ana ,40eEW S, rain aed i : ' 
authority to conclude any compre- $e ; + PD contra to the law. Also, we have 
oe night confer with J. Robert Rubin, ' ; 
hensive distribution deal. He ac- ; - mere m,,4 | in our posse idditional informa- 
! ,| of Loew’s, and 20th official: But 
vledge } any such pact |. : " n ¥} nature. 
ledged_ that 1 ‘Suc pac . save no inkling that Rat who | tion of a é ature 
not cover ndivid lai picture Ol! 5] of Met a RB adford i ‘) = possible there may be n yth- 
lesser distribution deal He pointe = ; nx : | ‘ int a 
; Wh oO lares, 1 " a l ' i 
oO that Rank coul ave OUMCG | ahte Loe 9 ere ) 1 e Sherman A 
any number of these during the p eaving tne npre O that Ra is not ing to be enforced.’ 
{ months. ; = : tea 
. —_— itishie vit I . Berge made clear that he want 
rain explained that Rank mi : 

‘ Gail expiained we a Gain hopes to sec e tecn ‘a the ind rv warne about the J - 
buy into any on¢ =a oo men while the U. S.. especially | tice Department’s position before it 
yuting companies if this would ‘ . , : 

ee ae -| capable scripters to help prove | enters any deals, since it would be 
a complish adequa ( s b ition of British productions so they more} much worse if the Justice Depart- 
is screen product in U. S. market. : ae P 
, 117 ¢ A} a adequately meet American aucuence | ment stepped il .¢ anything of 
He admitted several U. S. film com- ; : Re : 
a requirements, th flaw in previous!a cartel nature had been signed, 
panies had approached Rank on some Britis! rie ag snieihes : ‘ 
ritish pictures having been pon eal ‘ ert 
of aistribduUllolr proposa!s when arith a ’ 
F : to int st as Nis 2 ny 
by ‘Variety’ about the possi- Oi UE sant . . I t Be ( olin 
1 po?) rice Value ‘ é ce é 
of a dist de eing worke ( 
Para ( 1 Howevel e ¢ i ‘ bi é € 
ld not admit that any Pa ( 
: } A 
is near conclusion. 1. Korda Stays at Col. tank. A 
: , . . one n ) expected » be 
Ga goes to the Coast later this ativesnd Jan tt, | - 7 a, i “rg ’ = 
t th for about two weeks of hu yh - scl ‘ PK y i€ 
} ‘olumbia s1g! i ZOolla Korda as 
dies with other American industry Columbia signed ¢ C At : 
. y i OT. recto ( I L-fil- ‘ 
{ ers and to look over Universal's proaucer-alrect ee € Che Fe) bee a cartel in 
ack” |} > 1: sian D Li , 7 
studios since Rank has an interest | tack, haere ona x " ‘ otion picture b a deal of the 
in U. He likely will make no de- | Mrst Guat chor. type r¢ ( » divide the Euro- 
cision as to distribution until hé re- Korda recently directed ‘Sal | pean n ter the war and 
turns to N. Y. sometime in Febru-| on the same lot under a one-picture| then to blanket the entire world, 
ary, and may wai: until he gets back ! deal. i be a $1,000,000,000 agreement. 
n the oni: lol yt ome Governme! { 








officials, 





SEASON’S GREETINGS 





from 


MR. and MRS. 


AFRIQUE 


ROBERT WINSTON AFRIQUE 
MORRISON TIMOSHENKO AFRIQUE 





and 


JACQUELINE MIRABELLE AFRIQUE 








producers as well as one or 
major America 
negotiation 


that the 


it was made cleat 
impetus for the deal 


Information now in the possession 
of the Justice Department shows, it 
is hinted, that small independent 


more 
stuclios are tied into 
here 


came 


teisman, ‘ads for 
RKO Pictures, will be o.o.ing the 
British film scene for some five o1 
ix weeks. He's another in the pa- 
rade of U. S. toppers slated for for- | 
eign junket with an eye to post- 
war conditions. Maurice Silverstone 


. +} «1 } | } + 
(POth) is ali DaCK, DU 


Skouras, Al 


ady toppers 


Licht- 
al are due 


such as Spyros 
man, J. Rubin, et 
to go over in time. 

Reisman’s last British hop was in 
1939 


Lichtman sta! 


tobert 


had to return from Canada. 


ted for abroad but} 


Foreign Dubbing for = 
Pix, Boyer As Starter 


Hollywood, Jan. 11, 

Campaign for the post-war dis. 
tribution of films in liberated coun. 
tries is under way at Universal, 
where ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ is being 
dubbed in French with Charles 
Boyer speaking in his native lan- 
guage. . 

Further dubbing of pictures in 
various tongues will be arranged 
this month following the arrival of 
Joseph H. Seidelman, chief of 0: 
versal’s foreign department. 


| RKO Pension Plan | 


Continued from page 5 

















er amount) in an amount, which, 


when added to his monthly primary 
social security benefit will equal $60, 
It is also provided that any mem- 
ber of the plan who has completed 
five years or more of continuous 
service and who, after attaining the 
age of 55, 
company 
ment, 


leaves the employ of the 
otherwise than by 
shall be entitled, 


retire- 


Starting on 
his normal retirement date, to re- 
ceive a monthly pension — benefit 
equal to 100 ot the service pen- 

penent 
Any member of the plan who re- 


ceived more than 


$5,000 annually, 
ENG whose ‘services are unique in the 
ja 


type of business which the C 


Orpora- 


tion or an affiliated Corporation is 
then engaged’ leaves RKO to enter 


service of a competitor within 
years ‘shall thereafter be 
titled to rights, privileges, or 
fits provided for in this Plan.’ 
that 

ber or employee shall receive or be 
entitled to any rights or benefits pro- 
vided for in Plan if he shall be 
discharged from the service of the 
Corporation 
ing trade 
conviction of a felony 01 
volving moral turpitude.’ 


the 
two en- 
pene- 


It is also provided ) mem- 


the 
for dishonesty, dal lOoS- 
account of 
a crime in- 


secrets, or on 

















Past 


Advertisers 
Armours 

Bisto 
Feenamint 


Johnsons Wax 
Lyons Tea 
Oxydol 
‘Turog 

etc., etc. 


Present 





ernments. 


Future 

















International Chemical Co. Ltd. 


Levy's are now engaged on work 
of national importance. 
been privileged to work for the 
B.B.C., M.O.L, E.N.S.A., American 
Red Cross and various Allied Gov- 


May we all soon be blessed with 
_ Peace—Peace which will bring new 
and greater opportunities for all 


LEVY'S SOUND 
73 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1, ENGLAND 


Pioneers of Recording and Radio Production 


Levy’s Sound Studios Ltd. 


send you 
Greetings 


In greeting you at the dawn of the new year—a year of which 
we all hope and expect so much—Levy’s Sound Studios Ltd., 
pioneers of recording and radio production in Great Britain, 


remember with gratitude their many happy business asso- 
ciations of past years. 


We recall with pleasure our countless friends in the entertainment and 
advertising worlds: 


Agencies 

Erwin Wasey 

London Press Exchange 
C. Mitchell & Co. Ltd. 
Alfred Pemberton Ltd. 
Saward Baker 


J. Walter 


Thompson 








ARTISTES ON BOTH SIDES 
OF THE ATLANTIC 








We have 


Oxydol's 


of Britain. 


But despite these vital war jobs, we 
have in collaboration with Messrs. 
Erwin Wasey, launched the fam- 
ous “Factory Fanfare” programmes. 


who, like Levy's believe “SOUND 
MEANS SALES”. 


STUDIOS LTD. 


tribute to the War-Workers 
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“He Wears a Pair of Silver Wings.” 


“A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square.” 
“South of the Border.” 


“My Prayer.” 


NO 


Ww 
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“PETER MAURICE and JIMMY PHILLIPS WISH ALL THEIR FRIENDS IN Re A gg 


NE Ww YEAR! 








A HAPPY AND VICTORIOUS 











AMERICA’LL LOVE 


ARLING! 


REFRAIN 
DAR - LING —— youre the one I was fa- ted for 








All my life ] have 






se 






a 






wait - ed for 


A ro-mncesuchas this 


















t 


viow at last 1 can un- der-stand 


cca 


How the world turns to 


DAR - LING 











har tS 


wons dere land auccsun.. At the touch ofa kiss 





for you have 






















——— 


thilld met whha glimpse info pa- ra-dise 


Your love has 








fj Hel me 








Witha vap-ture di- vine My 





DAR- LING ___ J. am yours fore- ter - ni - ty This is hea- ven on 










“—— 


earth for a. 





i : _ ~ 
just to know you ave mine. = oN | 
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THE SONG GORGEOUS! 


Published by the Biggest European Hit Producers!. 


THE PETER MAURICE MUSIC CO., LTD., ENGLAND 


(in America:—Peter Maurice, Inc.. 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York) 


(Sole Selling Agents—Shapiro-Bernstein, Ine.) 


Also Original Publishers of: 


8. “Isle of Capri.” 
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9. “Penny Serenade.” 
6. “Harbour Lights.” 
7. “Red Sails in the Sunset.” 
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Carlin Standing Pat on Daytime 
Varieties, More to Come From Coast 


+ 





Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

‘We'll play these.’ 

What Phil Carlin was standing pat 
on was the run of daytime variety 
shows on the Blue. Let the other 
nets draw to soap serials and other 


J 


| 


dewy doings, the indigo skein is| 
standing on what it’s got. And, in-| 
cidentally, doing alright with the 
chips down. The Blue’s program 
chief backs it up with figgers—| 
Crossley figgers, if you please. ‘It 
sez here.’ offers the finger-pointing 
Carlin, ‘that the Blue has the high- 
est average rating for programs 
aired between 9 a.m. and noon, 
EWT.’ 

Satisfied that the formula in a 
paying groove, Carlin is going after 
rr.ore of the same. He’s also ¢on- 
vinced that there'll always be a place 
and an audience for. the hand- | 
wringers so his job is cut out for 
him. Contrast rather than copy is 


his credo. Out here on the coast he’s 
baiting the lines for talent that can 
be wrapped up in a variety 
First catch was in Frisco where Con- 


1, , 
snow. 


nee Boswell is vauding for Paul 
Small. She'll emcee the new entry, | 
which runs to professional un- 
knowns. When Boswell moves with 
the show the net will follow her} 
with lines. Promise of a few of the} 


varieties from Hollywood are in Car- | 
lin’s prospectus. | 

Carlin isn’t so sure what will hap-| 
pen later in the year when the po- | 
liticos start. storming the networks | 
for time. The precious golden night 
hours are practically non-extant for 
time buyers and if the old theory of| 
giving time to all schools of thought | 
on political issues is cottoned to,! 
theré can be only one solution—can- | 
cel commercials. Probably not eco- 
nomically sound but the lads in the| 
halls of congress can make it mighty | 
uncomfortable for the non-conform- 
ists to the old free speech bugaboo. 
The biggest headache, however, will | 
be, ‘when is President Roosevelt | 


| 


when (and if) as a candidate seeking 
office?’ There'll be splitting of hairs | 
and someone’s gonna get mad. The! 
nets have been in the middle before 
and eased out without too many 
scars. : 





Art Carney Induction 


Cues Change in Format 
Of CBS ‘Fun With Dunn’ 


| half-hour 


interest and emotional in character, 
rather than combat stuff. David 
Driscoll (not the special events head 
of station WOR, New York) will 
iscript the series, which will be a 


speaking as the chief executive and | chairman to help plug the radio edu- 


Hi Brown to Produce 
Blue’s ‘Censor’ Series 


‘Passed by the Censor,’ a weekly 
dramatic series of war- 
background stories, will be produced 
by Hi Brown over WJZ-Blue, start- 
ing about two weeks. The pro- 
gram will take the form of letters to 
or from soldiers and will be human 


in 


sustainer, with the Blue paying the 
production cost. Sunday morning, 
11-11:30, is tentatively set as the 
time, 

Brown, who has ‘The Thin Man,’ 
‘Inner Sanctum,’ ‘Nero Wolfe’ (start- 
ing Jan. 21) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
on the air on a sponsored basis, pre- 
viously produced ‘Green Valley, 
U. S. A’ as a sustainer on CBS. 


Philly Educ’n Ba. 
Guiding Kids On 
Program Habits 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 

The public relations committee of 
the Philadelphia Board of Educa- 
tion is now issuing monthly bulle- 
tins recommending programs for in- 
school and out-of-school listening 
for school children. 

The bulletin is being sent to all 
teachers in the school system as well 
as heads of parent-teachers groups. 
Each school has chosen a radio 


cation 
tem. 

Programs given the nod by the 
committee for in-school listening in- 
clude: 


program of the school sys- 





| WFIL, ‘Magic of Books,’ ‘Music in 
the Air,’ ‘Quaker City Scrappers’; 
KYW, ‘Once Upon a Town,’ ‘Our 
Philadelphia Schools,’ ‘Junior Town | 


Zoo Talks.’ 
Shows recommended for out-of- 
school] listening: 





| WCAU, ‘A Salute to Uncle Sam’s | 


| Industries’; WFIL, ‘Land of the 


Meeting of the Air,’ and WPEN, ‘The | ‘Abie’s 


Premieres 


(Jan. 12 to Jan. 22) 





Jan, 14 
‘Freedom of Opportunity,’ 
drama; 8:30-9 p.m.,_ Fridays; 
WOR-Mutual; Mutual Benefit 
Health Assn. of Omaha; Arthur 
Meyerhoff agency. 
Jan, 15 
‘Here’s to Youth,’ documentary- 
dramas with guest names; 1-1:30 
p.m... Saturdays; WEAF-NBC; 
sustaining. 
Jan. 16 
‘The Life of Riley,’ with Wil- 


liam Bendix; 3-3:30 p.m., Sun- 
days; WJZ-Blue; the American 
Meat Institute; Leo Burnett Co. 


agency. 

‘Woman From Nowhere,’ with 
Irene Rich and Bill Johnstone; 
5:45-6 p.m., Sundays; WABC- 
CBS; Welch Grape Juice Co.; H. 
W. Kastor agency. 

‘Musical Autograph,’ with Guy 
Lombardo orch; 10:30-11 p.m., 
Sundays; WJZ-Blue; Larus & 
Brother Co.; Warwick & Legler 
agency. 

Jan, 17 

‘Believe It or Not,’ with Bob 
Ripley; 9:15-9:30 p.m., Mon.-F) 
WOR-Mutual; American Cigar- 
ette and Cigar Co.; Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. 

‘America Looks Ahead,’ public 


opinion polls and comments; 
10:30-11 p.m., Mondays; WJZ- 
Blue; sustaining. 

Jan, 18 


‘A Date With Judy,’ romance; 
8:30-9 p.m., Tuesdays; WEAF- 
NBC; Lewis-Howe Co.; Roche, 
Williams and Cunnyngham 
agency. 

‘Pick and Pat Time,’ with Pick 
and Pat, Mary Small, Vincent 
Lopez orch; 8:30-9 p.m., Tues- 
days; WOR-Mutual; Helbros 
Watch Co.; William H. Wein- 
traub agency. 

‘San Quentin On the Air,’ dra- 
mas; 10:30-11 p.m., Tuesdays; 
WOR-Mutual; sustaining. 


Anne Nichols, Van Ronkel, 
Pawley, Et Al., Doubling 
Into Stage Ventures 


Six radio personalities are in the | 











midst pf scripting, rehearsing or | 
considering production of stage | 
plays. Anne Nichols, author of| 

Irish Rose,’ originally a} 


legiter, is putting finishing touches 
to a serious post-war three-act 
drama, ‘If You Would Sing of! 
Heroes,’ while Rip Van Ronkel, co- 
author and producer of that air- 





CBS’ $5,630,000 Tops Nov. Billings; 
Four Networks Total $14,708,000 


Total billings recorded by Mutual for 1943+ were $13,841,608, it 


was disclosed yesterday (Tuesday). 


This compares with a total of 


$9,636,122 for 1942, an increase of 43°. 
Total billings for December, 1943, amounted to $1,603,402, as com- 
pared to $861,815 for the same month in 1942, or an increase of 86°. 





Another record hop in time sales was taken last month by the four 


networks. 


At the present rate of progress the combined major webs, 


according to estimates, are headed for a 1943 windup gross even in 
excess of the $150,000,000 previously anticipated. 

Tabulation of the November billings gave a total of $5,630,000 for 
Columbia, $4,959,000 for NBC, $2,640,000 for the Blue Network and 


$1,479,000 for Mutual. 


The time turnover for the foursome came to 
$14,708,000, or 34% better than it had been for the like month of 1942. 

On the accumulative side the four chains are 32% 
The joint tally for the 11 months of 1943 amounts to $137,450,000. 


ahead of last year. 
For 


the entire year of 1942 the same webs had a collective gross of $115,- 


NETWORK GROSS TIME SALES 


(Estimated ) 
FOR NOVEMBER 


000,000. 


1943 1942 ge OR 

Blue We gaye. eave ae ee $2,640,000 $1,785,000 147 

Columbia ,. vis ee 5,630,000 4,149,000 199 

OS ee er eee 1,479,000 910,000 +62 

Ek caeeeriessueureses 4,959,000 3,870,000 | 28 
pe) ee oer ree $14,708,000 $10,714,000 1.3 

FOR FIRST 11 MONTHS 

1943 1942 P.C, 

De canvas eee Pee ee $24,137,000 $14,104,000 71 

Columbia 52,403,000 41,296,000 27 
Mutual 12,250,000 8,774,000 +38 

GS 6c. ssin snes bacewruse 48,660,000 39,945,000 +22 

tal @z355 ¥oshhaceoen $137,450,000 $104,119,000 1-32 








Time lile Hypo to Blue Web's News 


Setup Seen Near Following Luce Buy 


.e 
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BEULAH STRAWWAY T0 
J. WALTER THOMPSON 


Beulah Strawway, merchandising 
manager of WLW, Cincinnati, last 
week joined the J. Walter Thompson 
agency in New York, stepping into a 
newly-created merchandise promo- 
tion post. 

Miss Strawway left Sunday (9) on 
a country-wide swing to contact sta- 
tion managers on behalf of the 
Vimms vitamins-Frank Sinatra show, 
which preemed on CBS last Wednes- 
day (5). Account is handled by the 
Thompson agency. She'll visit sta- 
tions in 30 cities. 

While the practice is common 
among networks, it’s one of the first 
instances where an agency has 


With character-comic Art Carney | Lost’; KYW, ‘Let's Visit the Zoo,’ | show, has recently completed writ-| adopted the technique of such mer- 


slated to enter the Army today 
(Wednesday), the WABC-CBS daily 
sustainer comedy series, ‘Fun With 
Dunn.’ is undergoing a change in 
format. Henceforth, the 
will be given more prominence, not 
only musically, but also in the 
script. There may also be an audi- 
ence-participation angle introduced. 
Tony Marvin will probably drop the 
announcer spot, with Eddie Dunn, 
the lead, taking over that assign- 
ment. 

John Speer and Norman Paul are 
now the only writers on the series. 
The cast includes, besides Dunn, 
Brad Reynolds, Vera Holly, the 
Three Sisters, Sandra Gould, Jack 
Albertson 


chestra. Jack Carney directs. 


Illness, Rehearsals Cue 





‘Hall of Fame’ Switches 


Kathryn Grayson, Metro star per- 
sonaling at the Capitol, Loew's 
Broadway flagship, had to cancel a 
radio guester on Philco’s Hal! of 
Fame last week because of a bad 
cold and threatening flu, which later 
forced her off the picture house 


bill. Paul Robeson, star of ‘Othello,’ 
was also forced to forego a booking 
on the same show (Blue network) 


because of failing voice, and he 
didn’t want to risk any possible 
emergency which might force the 


closing of the Theatre Guild legit 
_ production, 

Another booking switch for the 
Philco show involved Ed Gardner 
next week, due to rehearsal com- 
plications, arising from Lauritz Mel- 
chior’s Met opera performance next 
Monday (17). This was solved by 
swapping the ‘Can You Top This?’ 
comedy spots with Gardner, advanc- 


singers | 


and Jeff Alexander's or- | 


|‘Living in Wartime,’ and ‘For This 
We Fight’; WDAS, ‘Aunt Frances 
Music Hour’; and WHAT, ‘The 
| Jungle Speaks.’ 


RITZ, N. Y., RELIEVES 
BLUE’S STUDIO JAM 


Blue Network has relieved the stu- 
dio jam with six-day operation of 
the Ritz theatre, N. Y., which now 
| houses, among other shows, the 
| Philco-‘Variety’ ‘Hall of Fame,’ RCA’s 








dio pile-up has been alleviated to 
such an extent that the chain can 
now shift some programs from the 
Coast, where condition has been 
acute for some time. 

The Ritz, starting Saturday (15) 
gets the RCA show, which comes 
here from the Coast. Addition of 
this layout gives the house an occu- 
pant for every night in the week 
except Fridays. The Ed Gardner 
| Show alsO migrated from Hollywood 
| recently. 
| 


Dorothy Thompson 
In March Blue Return 








| for Trimount Clothing on 68 stations 
of the Blue. 
the same sponsor on Dec. 19. 

Agency is Emil Mogul, and con- 
tract calls for 13 weeks. 


KESSLER UPPED BY WOAI 


San Antonio, Jan. 11. 

Jack Kessler, WOAI account exec- 
utive for past three years, has been 
upped,to station’s commercial man- 
ager by Hugh A. L. Halff, president 
and general manager. 

Kessler held similar post at 
WBAP-KGKO, Fort Worth, and also 








ing the gag comedy show to nes™™was chairman fer two terms of the 


Sunday (16), Gardner to follow 


Jan. 23. 


| sales managers division of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 


ing ‘Horses Are Like That,’ a com- 
edy. 

Edward Pawley, radio actor on} 
‘Big Town,’ has been signed for the | 
male lead in Jerry McGill's new | 
play ‘Compromise,’ formerly titled 
‘On a Certain Night.’ Dwight Weist, 
commentator on ‘Big Town’ and an- 
nouncer of ‘Valiant Lady’ serial, and 
Frank Telford, actor, have completed 
scripting ‘This’ll Kill You,’ which is 
now making the rounds of Broadway 
producers. 





| comedy based on ‘The Great Gilder- | 
| ‘What's New,’ ‘Duffy's Tavern? Stu- ' 


Van Thorkelsen has written a 
sleeve’ airshow, which Joe Robins 
and Harold Feldkamp, Jr., will pro- 
duce. Hal Peary who plays Gilder- 
sleeve is sought for lead in the show. 
If Peary accepts, it will be his first 
Eastern trip in four years. He is 
under contract to RKO. 


CBS HUDDLES WITH 








CORWIN ON NEW SERIES 


CBS execs on the Coast have been | 
huddling with Norman Corwin om 
plans for the latter’s series of sus- 





She was last heard for | 
| Scr 


taining programs which will occupy | 
the 10-10:30 Tuesday night niche on! 
the network. The new program, 


Dorothy Thompson returns to the! Which will be a 1944 variation of the | 
air on March 19 (Sun., 7:15-7:30 p.m.) ‘26 by Corwin’ series, is set to debut | 


either late this or next month. 


Corwin is currently on a Metro 

ipting assignment. He spent con- 
siderable time in London during the 
past year, where he scripted the ‘An | 
American in England’ radio pro- 
gram 





BLUE ADDS KWTO 


Blue network will add KWTO, 
Springfield, Mo., as a basic supple- 
mentary station next Sunday (16). 
Move will bring Blue up to a 176- 
station total. 

KWTO, owned by the Ozark 
Broadcasting Corp., is managed by 





Ralph D. Foster. 








chandising on behalf of its clients 
through the station promotion 
method, 


White Owl Dropping 
Clapper; Mulls Switch 
To 3-Hr. Musicomedy 


Raymond Clapper will not return 
to newscasting for White Owl on 





| Mutual, it was learned following his 


departure for the South Pacific war 
front, with sponsor now considering 


changing its Monday and Thursday 
15-minute programs at 10 p.m. to 
one half-hour program weekly with 
a name orch and a comedian. Deci- 
sion to change format is predicated 
on finding of suitable Mutual time. 
Meanwhile, sponsor, pioneer in 
bankrolling newscasters, having had 
Raymond Gram Swing prior to Clap- 
per, is continuing through Thursday 
(12) with Henry Gladstone, Mutual 


staffer substituting for Clapper. 
Gladstone began pinchhitting last 
week (3). 


J. Walter Thompson is the agency. 





Merman Nixes Spot 
On ‘B’way Matinee’ 


J. Walter Thompson agency is 
scouting for another femme stage 
personality to take over a permanent 
spot on the Owens-Illinois CBS 
‘Broadway Matinee’ program star- 
ring Alfred Drake, following nix of 
an ofter to Ethel Merman. 

Miss Merman, currently touring 
with ‘Something for the Boys,’ which 
opened in Philadelphia Monday (10), 
said that when she bows out of the 
legiter at the end of the Philly en- 
gagement, she wants to rest and de- 
vote full time to her family. Joan 
Blondell takes over in ‘Boys’ after 
Philly, 





A hush-hush attitude is being taken 
by Blue network execs and in the 
editorial sanctum of Time and Life 
with reference to expected sweeping 
changes in the web’s news gathering 
and broadcasting facilities. In trade 
circles however, its generally con- 
ceded that the recent entrance into 
the Blue network picture of pub- 
lisher Henry Luce will shortly make 
itself felt in the web’s foreign and 
domestic news setup. 

Combination of the mag staffs and 
the network with its shortwave fa- 
cilities has provided the Blue with 


a made-to-order worldwide reportor- 


ial staff if, as expected, Luce throws 
in his correspondents as adjuncts of 
the chain in spots where it is not 
now covered, 

The deal, if worked out, will be 
a ‘front office’ proposition all the 
way until it is ready to be sprung, 
which is making for some apprehen- 
sion in and around the Blue news- 
room where employees are wonder- 
ing just how much of the present 
network system will be swallowed 
up or eliminated in the expected re- 
alignment. 

Staffs of the present Luce spon- 
sored news shows, ‘March of Time’ 
and ‘Time Views the News’ likewise 
are in the dark concerning the fu- 
ture but it was learned that un- 
Official hopes have been raised 
among staffers who are led to be- 
lieve they will be ‘in on the ground 
floor’ as far as any Luce-influenced 
news policy at the Blue goes. 

Developments are being watched 
with interest by rival nets, with ob- 
servers being in pretty general 
agreement that Luce will make his 
presence felt early in the network 
news picture. With major. story 
breaks expected almost momentarily 
on worldwide fronts the industry 
feels that moves already are under- 
way to combine Life-Time beats with 
present Blue assignments, which 
would enable the net to match cov- 
erage with CBS and NBC, hereto- 
fore considered far ahead of the Blue 
on a comprehensive coverage basis. 

The Luce influence is expected to 
make itself felt fh radio not only in 
the foreign news picture but on the 
home front as well, where Life-Time 
is bolstered with bureau and ‘string’ 
correspondent coverage in all sec- 
tions. Political news likewise is a 
Luce strongpoint with strong bureau 
coverage as well as influential family 
connections in Washington. 


Feen-a-Mint’s Switch 
To R.&R. From Esty 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is the new 
agency for Feen-a-Mint following 
resignation of William Esty agency. 

Plans call for ‘continued sponsor- 
ship of ‘Double or Nothing,’ featur- 
ing John Reed King as m.c., over 
CBS, at least into March. Tony 
Vietor. of the R.&R. staff, succeeds 
Harry Holcomb as director of the 
show. 
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Backbending to A Point 


The radio trade is still talking about the half-hour variety show 
that was auditioned recently for a prospective client. The talent 
eup included a male singer, a gal singer, a comedian and an or- 


estra, all of 
When the 


ked by the 


cribed 
singer's 


trans 


male comment 


whom had been hand-picked by the 
show was played to 


potential sponsor. 
the latter was 
ing his song that he was 


the client 
in Introd 


Army-bound. The agency rep admitted te singer was in 1-A, but 
ere going to rotate singers for you and they'll all be good.’ The 
ient nodded assent, but asked if what he had heard was true, that 
he girl singer was due on the Coast for a picture soon. ‘That’s true,’ 

he was told, ‘but we'll use the same rotating system for you.’ 

That. too, was Okay with the sponsor-to-be, but he finally did a walk 
1ixed the whole thing when, later in the course of the audition 


plavback, he learned that the 


Broadway and 
fore 8 p.m.’ 


comedian had a show 
‘everything’ll be fine if you'll accept network time be- 


coming up on 





WABC. N. Y., Utilizes Station Break 
To Blurb Own Shows in New Stunt 


One of the few siations in 
country that refuses to sell — on 
breaks, WABC (N.Y.), in re- 
been concentrating 
development of an unusual 
technique aimed utilizing the sta- 
tion break time for the promotion of 


station 
cent weeks has 


ol the 


me 


| 


its own shows. In the few weeks 
that the new plan has been in prac- | 
tice, the station has come up with 


some novel ideas combining both in- 


formative and entertaining qualities. | 


entertainment-slanted station 
conceived by Jules Dundes, 
omotion manager for WABC, 
overall promotion 
inaugurated by the station. 
projected into the breaks have 
won 
comment in 


The 
breaks, 
sales pre 
are part of an 
program 
Ideas 
already 
industry 
being extended to embrace all pro- 
grams. 

Station-break announcement 
the Vimms-Frank 

Wednesday (5), aimed at 
those who had just tuned 
off Cantor or other opposition shows 
and dialed in for the Jack Carson 
CBS program, is regarded in the 
trade as of particular merit and is 
believed to have marked the 
time that a ‘flashback’ 
has been employed, 
queried his listeners: 

‘Did you just tune in? Well, 
too bad, because you just 
show—the Sinatra program. 
But don't dispair, for you can tune 
in next Wednesday night at 9 and 
hear it then.’ 

Same idea will probably be used 
for other shows rather than giving 
it a reprise on the same program. 


Alice Faye Mulls 
Yy-Hr. Air Show 


Alice 


CONS 


that 
followed Sinatra 
debut last 
reaching 


Announcer 


that’s 
missed a 
good 


Faye is 
idering 
hour air 


reported seriously 
an offer to star in a half- 
show in which she will sing 
and do a dramatie turn. Phil Harris. 
her arco is sought as bandleader 

ram, if he can get an okay 
errno on whose program 


On the pro: 
from Jack 
} 


e's also featured, to take’ on the 
Stint. 

Reports in the east and on the 
Coast for weeks have been to the 
eflect that Miss Faye would retire | 
from showbusiness following birth 
of her child in several months. Con- 


aeration of the air 
puts an end to the 


show, 
reports. 


NEW WELLES SHOW 


however, 


IN STATE OF FLUX 


The Orson Welles show for So- 
cony-Vacuum has again been post- 
boned, this time to Jan. 26. Welles. 

cuperating from an attack of yel- 


‘OW Jaundice, is now in Georgia with 


his wife, Rita Hayworth. 
_ However, the neg date is also sub- 
ject to change because of the illness 
‘ Claudia Morgan, scheduled for the | 
show. Miss Morgan is reported still | 
mM a serious condition with pneu- 
monia, Meanwhile, her spot on 
CBS's ‘We Love and Learn’ 


; is being 
taken by Helen Claire. 
Socony 


show 
11 Coast 


is currently set for 
stations on the CBS net. 


More will be added as they kscome 
@Vailable. 


considerable favorable | 
circles and are | 


| representatives of 
first | 
technique | 


| Assn. 





‘Youth on Parade’ Com’! 


Series Being Lined Up 


conducts the 
WEEI, 
last week 


who 
Parade’ 
New 


Dolph Martin, 
‘Youth on 
Boston, 


series on 


York 


was in 


for confabs with a prospective spon- | 


sor for the program. 
He was accompanied by 
Fellowes, WEEI manager. 


Harold 


NAB, Labor Orgs. 
Take Up Ticklish 


Air News Plaints 


In a further effort to improve the 
handling of labor news on 
various 
labor organizations will meet today 

Wednesday) with the program 
managers committee of the National 
of Broadcasters at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, New York. 
Among the labor men participating 


major 


in the confab will be officials of the | 


AFL. CIO, United Auto 
International Ladies’ 
Workers, Textile 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers. 
Also sitting in will be members of 
the radio committee of the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union. 

The meeting, arranged by the lat- 
ter group, will be an attempt to sup- 
plement the recent 


Workers, 
Garment 
Workers’ and 


code comnfittee and labor, permit- 
ting unions to purchase time on the 
air under conditions similar to that 
governing cooperative groups. Be- 


sides gaining the right to buy com- 
mercial time, the union representa- 
tives have been concerned at what 
they regard as anti-labor bias con- 
tained in many commercial pro- 
grams now on the air. Today's con- 
feb is aimed to try to solve that 


situation. 


P.&G. DROPS OPTION 


has released 
radio ver 
paying a re- 
$500 a week 
tood that the 
the 7:15 
board on CBS, 
but the Chesterfield renewal of 
Harry James nixed the deal. P&G 
dropped its option Dec. 25. 

Serial written and 
Bob Maxwell. 


Bond Bread Auditions 


Half-Hour Comedy Show 
Bond Bread on Wednesday 
half-hour 


and Gamble 
‘Claudia,’ 
play, 
opt on 


Procter 
its option on ion 
afte! 
price of 
weeks. Unde 


of the stage 
ported 
for ll 
soap firm Was looking for 


p. m. strip across the 


produced by 


(5) au- 


ditioned a comedy show 


called ‘Broadway Diner.’ based on 
events occurring in eateries alon; 


the Main Stem where 
personalities gather 
Ann Thomas, Ken 
Gibson. 

B, B, D & O is the agency. 


entertainment 
Show feature: 
Delmar and John 


the air, 


compromise | 
agreement worked out by the NAB | 


ON ‘CLAUDIA’ AIRER 


+ itt 


NETS 
Pla 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


MINT 


ae | 














On the basis of programs already 
set and those shaping for the near 
future, network officials believe that 
1944 will go down as a banner 
in which the full 
will have been utilized for educa- 
tional purposes. It’s viewed as all 
the more significant in view of the 


vear 
resources of 


limited network time available for 

| the ‘school of the air’ programs. 
Keyed to the prediction by some 

execs that the post-war era will find 


more sponsored shows taking on ed- 


cational-public service aspects, the 


! AA 1 
1944 pitch. 


though for the most part 

or istaining basis, is regarded much 
n the nature of a ‘prelude’ of things 

to come It's not only a case of the 
networks getting behind the radio- | 
| for-education stance, but local sta- } 
| tions around the uintry are devot- 


time and attention to 
educational 
impressive 


ng increasing 
exploring the 


registering 


sphe res 1h 
community 


service. For one thing, it’s pointed 
out, the advent of 1944 finds closer 
ities existing between school authori- 
ties and radio than ever before. 


Accepted as 


course 


almost a matter of 
are such programs as 
‘The Dept. of State Speaks,’ 
; tious series launched last Saturday 
(8) on the NBC network. In essence 
it is designed as a course for the na- 
tion’s listeners in the elementary 
rudiments of political economy, 
ering outstanding 
foreign affairs, 


today 


an ambi- 


COV- 
developments in 
descriptions of the 
structure and administration of the 
| State Dept. and foreign service, 
MacLeish Program 

Ranking among the top education- 
al programs launched to date is the 
significant new series titled 
can Story, written by Archibald 
MacLeish. which preems on the NBC 
;net on Feb. 5. Program, tracing the 
history. development and fulfillment 
of the literature of the Americas, is 
to be presented in conjunction with 
the Inter-American University of the 
| Air, and marks the first time in radio 
| that a contemporary literary figure 
| (Continued on page 44) 





Den. Post Upheld 
On KFEL Listings 


Denver, Jan. 

Suit brought by KFEL Paseriod ‘he 
Denver Post to force the newspaper 
j to list station program listings along 

with those of other 
territory has been dismissed by Dis- | 
trict Judge George <A. Luxford. 
Eugene O'Fallon, Inc., owner of 
KFEL. will appeal decision to 
the Colorado Supreme Court, attor- 
nevs said. 

Judge Luxford, in rende: 
verdict, declared that a 





the 


ing the 


‘is the sole judge of the value of 
news as such’ and declined the sta- 
tion’s demand that advance notices 


of programs it would broadcast be 
‘luded in the Post's radio section. 


The suit also sought recovery of 


‘three times the actual amount of | 
damages sustained,’ set at $2.395.65 
plus inierest, which likewise was 


Luxford’s de- 


Dec. 31. 


disallowed, Judge 


cision was handed down 


Battle of Sexes’ to Be 
Replaced By Dramatic 


Show Feb. 9 for Energine ‘\ 


Energine ich is dropping ‘Bat- 
tle of the Se xe heard Wedne sd iv 
nights in the 8: 30- 9 p.m. slot on 
Blue as decided on a new dra 
show as replacement It's to be 
called ‘Three Hearts for Fathe: 
writien by Lillian Day, the author of 
‘The Youngest Profession.’ 

Wes McKee will produce the new 

iow. which bows Feb. 9. week 


‘Baitle of the Sexes’ 
Whether or not the laite 
will be taken up by a new 
is undetermined as vet. 

Young & Rubicam is 
for Energine. 


pro 


radio | 


etc. | 


‘Ameri- | 


stations in the | 


newspaper | 


goes off. 
‘ram 


sponsor 


the agency 


PROGRAMS 


+ 





Bulova Reported to Have Turned Down 


$1,250,000 From Group for WNEW, N. Y. 





Battle of Senses 


maki! the ro 


Lab 


circles has the 9 o'clock 


The ‘Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor) 
on NBC, the ‘Voice’ (Frank 
CBS and the ‘Brain’ 

is on the 


Blue. 


aira) is on 
(Dunninger) 


any Network, 
Agcy. Switches 
In Coast Setup 


Hollywood, Jan ] 
network pe 
numerous 





Agency and sonnel] 
hanges were 


C with the 
turn into °44, 


Foremost of the shifts 
was that made by Clare Olmstead, 
who resigned as Coast talent buver 


for Young & Rubicam to follow 
John Charles Thomas-Westinghouse 
| program over to 
which he continues to produce and 
to set up shop as veepee of the 
agency in charge of radio 
tion. Y & R recently 
Westinghouse account. 
| Olmstead at Y & R awaits 
rival of Tom Harrington. 
Over at NBC John Swallow, west- 
ern division program chief, lost two 
of his valued lieutenants when Ned 
| Tollinger shifted over to Y & R and 
Clinton ‘Buddy’ Twiss vacated his 
berth as chief announcer to tie in 
with Carlton Morse in production of 
‘I Love a Mystery.’ Tollinger takes 


the 


resigned the 


the 


ale- 


lover the Y & R duties of Carroll 
O'Meara, who had been producing 


the Burns and Allen program. How- 
ard Wiley is coming in from Chicago 
to take over Tollinger’s post as pro- 
| duction manager. 

Another network-to-agency 
is that made by Ted Bliss, 
rein on Silver Theatre. 
producing three 


move 
who takes 
He had been 
network shows for 


CBS. 
Other changes at NBC involve 
Marvin Goodson, who moves up 


from the production staff to replace 
Caryi Coleman, resigned, and the 
transfer of Doug Gourlay from 
Frisco to take Ken Carpenter's 
place on the announcing siaff. Both 
Coleman and Carpenter have taken 
to free- aati it 


SCOTT, LIPSCOTT TO 
SCRIPT BENDIX SHOW 


Hollywood, Jan. 11 
Ashmead Scott and Alan Lipscoit 
will script the new ‘Life of Riley’ air 
show starring William Bendix and 
sponsored by the American Meat In- 
stitute. Program 


starts on 155 sta- 


tions of the Blue web this Sunday 
(16) in the 5-5:30 ‘EWT) slot. Don 
3ernard will direct the program 


package owned by Irving 


sold by the William 


Bi ec} ( 
Morri and 


Gummo Marx agencies. with the Leo 
Burnett agency representing — the 
sponsor, 

Due to crowded condition at NB(¢ 
studios here, the program, which is a 


comedy-dramg script relating adve: 


tures of an averagegAmerican fi 11 
will originate in the Wilshire Ebe!] 
acro town which has beet 


| ééclusivels fo: 


© CBS Analyst Authors 


Maj. George Fielding Eliot. CBS 
military analyst. has authored a new 
book, ‘Hour of Triumph, which 


nal 


biehi 


March 


scheduled for publication by Ray 
& Hitchcock some 


Dut may be 


time in 
earlier, 
necessity for the 


ready 
Its theme is the 
United Nations to 
tablishing and maintaining the peace 
‘jn their coming hour of triumph. 


cooperate in @s- 


McCann-Erickson, | 


produc- | 


‘Hour of Triumph’ Tome 33.0.) 


+ Following reported sale last week 
of 86‘ stock in WOV, N. Y 
el Vv Arde Bulova, to Murray 
Mever Mester, of the Balgo Oil Co., 
for $300,000, it’s been learne t- 
able authority that Buloy 
eviously turned dg an offe f 
$1.250.000 for WNEW, made by a 
\ cale 
Sale of WOV awaits FCC confirm- 
oh. and will mark initial instance 
ere ; tation, affected by rule 
against ownership of more than one 
ati any city by one individual 


hange hands 


will Other 20°. of 
Wov 


stock is owned by Richard 
O'Dea. who retains that share 
Sulova spokesmen deny that a 
ne other stations owned ’ 
at or ire for ale a 
< f fac the stated, if he can 
fina ¢ ( stations for sale in cities 
here he does not overate, he would 
eriously consider purchase. 
Svndicate which endeavored to 
buy WNEW includes Rush Fields- 
orth, Texas oilman and_ horse 
breeder; Roval McKay, large stock- 


holder it 


McKelvey. 


the Kellogg Co.. 
Canadian 


Dion 
lumberman. 


and 


I. Dorsey, Ford 


Coming to Terms 


Tommy Dorsey is in the throes of 
negotiating a settlement of his sud- 
denly-cancelled contract to broad- 
cast across the board on the Blue 
for Ford Motors. Leader’s contract, 
calling for five 15-minute periods a 
week (8 p.m.) Monday-Friday, was 
to have paid him $10,000 a week for 
13 weeks. 


Successor to | 


Spot Dorsey was pulled out of 
by Henry Ford’s ‘aversion to pop 
music’ was filled beginning Monday 


(10) by Ray Henley, news commen- 
tator, who has been on the air for 
Ford for several months. 


3 Emcees to Divide 
_ Ameche’s Job in RCA 
| Show Shift to N. Y. 





Don Ameche’s me.ing on the 
RCA-What's New?’ program will be 
divided three ways, with Leonard 
Warren, Celeste Holm and Jim 
Ameche. his brother, taking over as 
regulars when show moves east, pro- 
gram originating for the first time 
from N. Y. this Saturday (15). Jack 
Douclas also comes on from the 


Coast and 


The film star 


tays with the show. 


was forced to bow 


out f the program because ot j le 
co! tments Cecil B. deMille re- 
cer him on the last programs 
Originating from the Coast Its 
ned to keep the show east per- 


anent ‘What's New?’ occupies 
¢ 7-8 Saturday night slot on the 
Blue 
Program this Saturday (15) feae 
tures excerpts from the new Vinton 
Freedies musical ‘Jackpot’ 1 
Jerry Lester, Betty Garrett and 
Be v Bekei Negotiations are un- 
a wv for the airing of a scene 
‘Voice of the Turtle’ the fol- 


g Saturday 


WINIFRED LENIHAN 
_ BLUE WEB DIRECTOR 


(22). 


€¢ Len han, Br oad ay CE 
( ecomes one of the few 
( cs ever to hold a position of 
ecior on the Blue. She joined the 


f}! as replacement for Joseph Bell, 
fi civector now on the Coast dur- 
g ce-month leave of absence. 
] whno orecal ed the 

t acting school, il] be 


unent staffer. 


Another Blue addition is Bill Voss, 
© cirected ‘Famous Jury Trials, 
‘Kitty Foyle’ and ‘Mother and Dad’ 
for CBS and who joined the chain 


“as a replacement for Jack 
airector. 
#ssignment 
Bive com 


i visor, 


Cleary 
temporary 
Bob Wambuoldi, 
program super- 


, 
who goes on a 
1g ussist 
nercial 
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With the current scarcity of radio, 
writers becoming more and more of 
a headache to stations and agencies, | 
developed 


the format through the 


years by the Wallace Ferry Hanley 
Agency to secure original plays by 
unknow! authors for the ‘First 
Nighter’ program takes on 1 

Ww ide mportance Wit 609 pel 
formances aired to date, tre W-F-H 
Agency has had to go far afie 

its effort to secure enough three- 
act plays to keep the show on the 
alt Statistics shov that pl ivs nave 
been submitted by 2,038 writers with 
132 unknowns making the grade. Of 


those accepted 26% were produced 
without much reworking, 36° 
revised or rewritten without the 
author’s help, 38°‘ were rewritten 
by the author and 4° were rewrit- 


ten by both the author and the 
agency. 


were 


Significant are the figures that 
show that 74% of the plays actually 
produced were written by men and 
only 26% by women, while plays 
submitted show 63% sent in by the 
femmes and only 37% by men. 61% 
of all plays submitted came from 
New York, Chicago or Los Angeles, 
21% from secondary cities and 18% | 
came from authors from small towns. 

Half of the 61% sent in by big 
town authors came from New York. 


| 
j 
| 


Procedure followed by the agency | 


is to have a play reading jury of 
four read all scripts after authors 
names have been removed to insure 
fairness to the authors. Jury then 
discusses, rejects or auditions plays 


according to the findings of the play | 


jury. About one out of 10 scripts 
are auditioned with actual casts after 
which a final decision is made. 


Percentages on the types of plays 


that have been aired on the ‘First 
Nighter,’ include romantic come- 
dies 40°, mysteries 12%, melo- 


drama 31%, human interest—‘Boy vs 
Girl’ 6%, farce 3%, romance 0, 
Sports 1%. In addition the show us- 
ually stages an annual Christmas and 
Easter show. 


Unusual angle is the fact that the 


"0° 


departure of Don Ameche and Les} 
Treymaine from the show to enter | 


pictures had little if any effect on 
the over-all rating. Hence the for- 
mat of the show rather than the 


‘names’ appearing on it has rated the | 
Barbara Luddy is the current | 
Star of the program. Most common | 


bows. 


cause for script rejection is too con- 
ventional a plot and lack of original- 
ity. Second largest group rejected 
are those scripts that start out with 
a good idea, have a fair second act 
and peter out entirely in the last act. 
Taboos on scripts include religion. 
even mild profanity, women smoking 
cigarets and liquor. 





Piel’s Drops ‘Ignorant, 
Sticks to Spot Plugs; 


Show Goes Sustaining 


Piel’s Beer, which dropped spon- , 


sorship of ‘It Pays to Be Ignorant’ 
Satirical quiz show heard over WOR 


as of last Monday (10), will go in} 


for an intensive campaign of spot 
sectional announcements, with Wil- 
liam Esty agency, which handled the 
‘Ignorant’ show, continuing with the 
account. 

‘Ignorant,’ as of 
(17), goes sustaining in the same 
time slot, but will be available to 
the entire Mutuai network. Format 
of the show will be the same with 
Tom Howard, Lulu) McConnell, 
Harry McNaughton and George 
Shelton as stars of the show, and 
Roger Bower directing. Several 
sponsors are understood to be in- 
terested in bankrolling the show 
over the entire MBS web. Program 
was sponsored for some 60 weeks 
by Piel's. 

A condensed version of the show 
is heard Fridays on Kate Smith's 
CBS program 8-8:55 p.m. (EWT). 
with continuance indefinitely of this 
stanza planned until sponsorship of 
the show on MBS is attained. 


next Monday 





FARNSWORTH’S SWITCH 
Ken Farnsworth, who has 
with WJZ (N. Y.) as a retai!-store 
guide broadcaster and station an- 
nouncer, joined that station’s sales 
staff Monday (10). 
He'll handle retail accounts, 


been 


First Nighter’ Show's Development wa CHI, LAYS PLANS 
Of Scripter Talent Eyed By Industry 


Chicago, Jan. ll. 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 
A modern and spacious structure 
six or stories in height will 
be erected to house WGWN activities 
(as soon as possible after the war, it 
|! was announced last week by Frank 
| P. Schreiber, manager of the 


seven 





This ls WABC 


CBS 


sta- 


believe that too 


execs tion Building wili be erected on 
much emphasis has been put in land just south of Tribune Tower, 
the past on the network, with |¢ronting on Michigan avenue and 
little attention directed at the loverlooking the Chicago river. 
fact that its N. Y. building also | Outstanding feature of the nev 
houses the web’s parent station, | edifice will be a 2,000-seat radio the 
WABC latre with a regulation stage capable | 
As a esul Frank Stanto of accommodating complete theatre 
CBS V.p has adaornea the | production ‘f televisior develop 
facade Madison ave- ments demand them It will also 
nue auarters with a flashy 880 | have a concert platform large enough 
as a reminder to New Yorkers [to accommodate a cast of 200 mu- 
passersd lsicians and player In additior 


———————— ees | there will be a small studio theatre 


of 600 





seats, comparable in size to 


. | the present WGN auditorium, which 
emime iX tars | will become a part of the Chicago 
Tribune's activities, and another stu- 
dio with a capacity of 350. Ten 

To Reprise Hits 
libraries. scores of offices and ac- 
| commodations for various WGN ad- 
i 00 vr QW | ministration departments now quar- 

s 


smaller studios are included in the 
plans besides rehearsal halls, audi- 
tion rooms, music and transcription 
tered in Tribune Tower. Building 
will also house the midwestern staff 
Format and producer for the new | of the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
Goodyear show which bows Feb. 7 
on the CBS network was decided on 
last week. Half-hour show, ema- 
nating from the Coast with Walter 
Pidgeon as the permanent star and 
emcee, will be called ‘The Star and 
the Story.’ Rupert-Lucas will pro- 


duce. 
Idea will be to spot femme pic- 


Oil Companies Set Big 
Air Show to Bally 
Ersatz Rubber Plant 


: 4 : A double-barreled radio show is 
ture stars in adaptations from then being lined up to mark opening, Feb. 


top screen hits. Rosalind Russell is 93. in Port Neches. Tex. of mam- 
currently being lined up for her role moth synthetic rubber butadiene 
in ‘The Citadel,’ although nothing is | plant built through co-operative ef- 
definite as yet on the deal. Like- | forts of five large oil companies and 
wise, the show plans to star Irene | the Federal government. Companies 
Dunne in scenes from ‘Cimmaron,’| represented are Gulf, Texaco, At- 
|Claudette Colbert in ‘It Happened | jantic Refining, Pure Oil and So- 
|One Night,’ ete. Pidgeon will play cony-Vacuum, all sponsors of com- 
the male leads each week. mercial air programs. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. Dual ceremonies will be staged in 





SS eee New York and Texas with H. V. 
Kaltenborn, Pure Oil newscaster, 
TOM RILEY LEAVES handling emcee chores in N. Y., 


where Petroleum Administrator 
P.&R FOR ESTY AGCY | Harold L. Ickes and Col. Bradley 
” . *| Dewey, of the Rubber Administra- 
Tom Riley, script editor of Pedlar & | tion office, are skedded for speeches. 
Ryan. has resigned to Join the radio} Network not yet set but broadcast 
department of the Esiy agency as|/is slated to originate in Park Lane 
a producer-director. He succeeds} hotel. 
| Harry Holcomb, who switched from; From Port Neches, Secretary of 
Esty to head the radio department of | Commerce Jesse Jones and other 
| the Grant agency. Federal and State dignitaries will 
| Also moving from Esty to Grant's be piped in as part of commemora- 
New York office are P. Wesley|tive broadcast. Individual compa- 
Combs, who becomes an executive | nies are placing newspaper and mag 
vice-president, and Thomas H. | ads announcing completion of the 
| Lynch, taking the post of media| sorely needed war plant but radio 
| buyer. program is being handled on co-op 
| basis same as construction of buta- 


‘NBC, CBS, Dumont In Sw: 


N. W. Ayer agency’s N. Y. office is 
n |handling details of broadcast under 
Weekend Tele Conflic /agreement reached by participating 
| oil producers. Ayer is agency for 

Both NBC and CBS share te! Atlantic Refining. 
video channels Friday night (14) and| Opening of plant will be plugged 
sinitie gadiiiet aseek um Ound on sponsors’ airshows between now 
oe — Soe See ee aY | and dedication with Raymond Gram 
night (16) when NBC and Dumont! Swing (Socony-Vacuum), Fred Allen 
will be on the air with parallel hear-| (Texaco), We The People (Gulf) and 
lsee broadcasts. | Kaltenborn including mentions and 
—_ , ; jinterviews during their regular air- 

CBS's regular Friday night show 

will go on as usual this week, 

















time. 
with 


N sked 1 for a special presen- 
| <a of tng lo sebaee Seaaee| P.&C. COMPETES WITH 


j 


| (N. Y.) boxing show. Latter is in 
NBC’s agreement with 
Garden officials to televize sports 





| line with 
With the purchase of the opening 

: ; | half of the ‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ pro- 
events for benefit of invalided serv- | eram five mornings a week on WJZ- 
icemen in metropolitan area hos-) Blue, Procter & Gamble will be com- 

| pitals. , beting with itself for that period. 
Sunday night situation will enel The account already sponsors ‘Road 
NBC an with water 90 sports| of Life’ on WEAF-NBC at that time, 
, . : : ~ | 11-11:15 a.m. Compton is the agency 


|feature, pro hockey, and Dumont! | noth ‘sevens 
jairing regular Sunday night pro- The first half of the ‘Breakfast’ 
| gram. NBC with fight program Jan.) 


ga a sa Hig dr wa} series is now bankrolled by Minute 
| 28 again will be competing with CBS) wan soup, but that account is drop- 
for tele audience in greater New| ping it Jan. 29. Kellogg, which spon- 
York, : sors the second half of the stanza, 
In conjunction with former's tele, was expected to take over the open- 
shows slanted for entertainment of| ing portion as well, but P. & G. 
convalescent soldiers and sailors it| stepped in ahead. ‘Breakfast’ orig- 
was learned last week that NBC, | inates in. Hollywood, with 
‘which some time ago distributed! Breneman as m.c. 
numerous tele receivers among radio 
editors and other industry execs, has 
been recalling those not being used} 
and will recondition the sets so they 
or 7 oe in government hos- | Bob Moss is being moved to New 
pitals nereabouts , . ; > ue ‘twor -peate 
' Understood NBC sports telecasts] none ro eae Gh taom ales oom’ 
| are being picked up by about 10 hos-| guetion of the Coca Cola band series 
pital receivers installed by the net-| His post as Coast production man- 
work Nae — . ard ar ae will be filled before Phil Car- 
owned sets in the territory. Net-! lin, veepee in charge of programs, 
work plans to install additional sets; returns enst. 7 ; 
in hospitals as rapidly as they can; Carlin spiked reports there v ould 
| be obtained and rendered service | »¢ an overhauling of the personne! 
‘ able. | here, 


Blue Moves Moss East 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


OR POST-WAR BLDG. 


Tom | 


—— 


2 Strikes on | Show 3 


Unusual incident causing wide comment in radio circles occurred 
last week during the broadcast in New York of one of the newer net. 
work shows. 

Agency radio director handling the show became increasingly dis- 
turbed at the network producer's poor timing in bringing in the au- 
dience applause, which cut in on musical cues, ete. His patience ex. 
hausted. the director, midway through the program, finally grabbed the 
producer and literally threw him off the stage. 

But the trouble didn’t end there. As the closing theme music was 
being played, a male fan rushed upstage and, talking into an open 
mike, requested the star’s autograph. The director grabbed the guy 
by the scruff of the neck and seat of his pants and tossed him off the 


Stage 


& 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bob Hawk takes his ‘Thanks to the Yanks’ program to Columbus. O for 
the Fourth War Loan kickoff program. He'll be accompanied by Georgia 
Gibbs George Putnam, NBC newscaster, addressed the Advertising 
Women of New York last week....Howard Meighan, CBS eastern “ 
manager, to Coast for month on business....Paul Kesten, CBS exec , p 
has returned from vacation in the south Pvt. Joseph Ruscoll, ex-CBS 
staff writer and now in the Army Air Force, has been transferred from 
Greensboro, N. C., to Lynbrook, L. I.....Marine Capt. W. S. Le Francois 
who wrote original of Universal's ‘Gung Ho,’ will appear on Jan. 18 broad- 
cast of CBS’ ‘Report to the Nation’ (9:30-10 
Evans F. Carlson's Makin Island raiders 

John Daly, former announcer for CBS and more recently broadcasting for 
Columbia from Algiers, is now reporting from U. S. Fifth Army field 
headquarters in Italy. Farnsworth Fowell airs from Naples and Winston 
Burdett from Algiers, for CBS....The new CBS ‘Meet Corliss Archer’ 
show for Anchor Hocking Glass is being handled by William H. Wein- 
traub agency and not Monte Hackett as renorted....Berry Kroeger has 
been given a five months’ assignment on CBS’ ‘Joyce Jordan’....Walter 
Holmes, staff announcer at station WBNX, Army bound....Ed Stevens 
night mikeman at WAAT, Newark, went into Army Jan. 6. 

Paul Secon, ex of ‘Variety,’ teamed with Elizabeth Milward as freelance 
scripting combo....Matilde Ferro, who co-authors ‘Lorenzo Jones’ with her 
husband, Ted Ferro, bedded with a sprained back....When Goodman Ace 
became ill during Christmas week, a special ‘Mr. Keen’ show was sub- 
Stituted for ‘Easy Aces’....Wes McKee, of the Young & Rubicam pro- 
duction staff, directed the current ‘Our Town’ legit revival at City Center, 
but declined program credit....Martha Atwill back home from Roosevelt 
hospital, but not yet able to resume her directing assignments, so Dick 
Leonard and Arthur Hanna continue handling ‘Second Husband’ and 
‘Widder Brown,’ respectively....Molly Pollock to the Coast to join her 
son, Ted Donaldson, who signed a Columbia film contract. Doc Whipple 
takes over her organist stint on ‘Dafid Harum,’ while Dick Liebert as- 
sumes the ‘Stella Dallas’ assignment Fritz Blocki scripted and directed 
Saturday night’s (8) ‘Bond Wagon’ for the Treasury....Casting: Elaine 
Kent subbing for Joy Hathaway in the ‘Amanda’ title part; Harold Ver- 
milyea, Madeline Lee, Maurice Minnick (‘David Harum’); Susan Thorne, 
Richard Gordon (‘Front Page Farrell’); Craig McDonnell (‘Plain Bill’). 

James M. Gaines, appointed assistant to Charles P. Hammond. NBC di- 
rector of advertising and promotion, was seized with appendicitis Saturday 
(8) two days before he was to have started on his new job. 

Les Damon, of ‘The Thin Man’ series, is 1-A....Tom Fizdale leaves for 
a one-week trip to Chicago Friday (14)....Pete Barnum, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan v.p., left for the Coast Wednesday (5)....Jo Ranson returned to his 
desk at WNEW Monday (10) after flu....Lois January and John Reed 
King trip to Camp Endicott, near Providence, R. I, Sunday (16) to enter- 
tain soldiers. Journey to Laurinsburg-Maxton air base, N. C.. for same 
purpose follows later this month. 


sales 


p.m.). He was one of Col. 





IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Convergence of agency radio chiefs on the town has most of the agents 
and shows hugging their talent. All admit they're ‘just looking around’ 
and what they forgot to add was ‘with dripping jowls.’ Among the sun- 
shine soakers are Tom Revere (Ted Bates), Art Daly (William Weintraub), 
Pete Barnum (Ruthrauff & Ryan), Dick Marvin (Ward Wheelock) and 
Les Malitz (Warwick & Legler). Bob Colwell (J. Walter Thompson).... 
Norman Nesbitt leaving KHJ-Don Lee and seven commercials behind. 
Brother of John (Wesiinghouse), he'll strike out as commentator and in 
that respect should match John’s progress. They sound almost as much 
alike as the Ameches....Erskin ‘Skinny’ Johnson turns on his ‘Hollywood 
Spotlight’ for the 500th consecutive time on KECA this week....Who 
said it wasn’t a seller’s season? The Blue net’s Phil Carlin signed the tab 
for a flock of agents he invited to dinner and cocktails at Mike Lymans 

..-Harry Maizlish east to pick up enough biz to completely block out the 
KFWB time squares....Bill Demling moved over from McKee & Albright 
to right bower Dick Mack on ‘Blue Ribbon Town’....Nate Tufts took Dick 
Gibson off the Bob Burns show, made him Coast talent buver for Ruth- 
| rauft & Ryan, and turned production of the traveler cver to Sam Pierce 





....Health officials called the sweep of flu ‘mild’ but Jim and Marian Jor- 
SELF IN 1] A M SPOT dan have more virulent ideas about those pestiferous bugs. Knocked off 
° s 


last week's show were Ransom Sherman, Billy Mills, Harlow Wilcox and 
NBC's production contact, Frank Pittman... .Joe Bigelow summoned to 
Chicago by illness of his mother....Those Columbians piling into the 
Brown Derby en masse. these days include Howard Meighan, Charles 
Morin, Don Thornburgh, Harry Witt and George Moskovics....Hal Styles, 
whose programs have found jobs and homes for thousands. has a new 
series On KFWB, ‘Lest We Forget,’ designed to help rehabilitating med- 
ically discharged veterans....Doug Gourlay now doubling with Jim Doyle 
on the Rancho Soup newscast series, transferred rere from Frisco. : 


IN CHICAGO... 


Lawrence Salerno, heard on several local stations. has opened at 
Helsing’s Vodvil Lounge....Holly Pearce. WBBM traffic manager and 
Studio supervisor, and Jim Cornall, assistant to the chief engineer, are 
Army bound....Paul Barnes, formerly chief announcer and news editor 
at KQV, Pittsburgh, has joined the WJJD announcing staff....Dan Rvan., 
baritone, is new on the WBBM staff....Don McNeill was the featured 
speaker at Notre Dame’s annual football banquet on Jan. 5....Vic Reed, 
member of NBC's Central Division news and special events department, 
has resigned to join the OWI overseas branch in San Francisco... .Jerome 
Meers, a news editor in the same department, is in St. Luke's hospital for 
observation....Word comes from Washington that Blair Wallister, WGN 
producer until he joined the Coast Guard two and a half vears ago, has 
been promoted from lieutenant s.g. to lieutenant-commandef... .New Irene 
Rich show, ‘Woman From Nowhere,’ which replaces ‘Dear John’ over CBS 
| from Hollywood beginning Jan. 16, is authored by Chicagoan, Louis M. 
| Schofield, who is president of the Radio Writers’ Guild....WLS reports 
| that 1,014,209 pieces of mail were received by the station in 1943 from all 
i, of the world. This is the 14th consecutive year the station has 
i 








received more than a million pieces of mail from its listeners. ...Kelly 
Smith, CBS Radio sales head, confined to his home for past few days by 
illness Len Salvo, WGN organist, leaves the station this month for the 


west coast....Radio actress Rena Craig awaiting the stork at her parents’ 


| home in Denver, 
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(Dedicated to perpetuate the ideals and ideas of American 


Showmanship through the medium of radio broadcasting) 


This will be the llth consecutive year 


VARIETY has undertaken this project. 


A lot has happened since the inaug- 
ural survey in 1933. This marks the third 


survey post-Pearl Harbor. 


Obviously, what the radio stations 
have done to bring Victory nearer will 
get No. 1 priority when we narrow down 


our choices for this year’s accolades. 


To save time and give U. S. 
radio stations greater latitude, in 
reporting their accomplishments, 
VARIETY is not going to send 


out form questionnaires this year. 


Keep them short and concise. Fancy 





trimmings won't mean a thing. 


What you did in 1943 for the war, the 
listener and above all for the perpetua- 
tion of free American radio is what we 
are interested in. 

Last but not least, don’t forget the all- 
important contributions you made to 
commercial radio: What you did in 
showmanagement to help the advertiser 


and to promote your station in the com- 
munity. 


Entries are confined to radio stations 


in the United States and Canada. 











Address Reports To Radio Editor 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th Street, 
New York 19, N. Y. 





| Deadline for Entries is Midnight, January 31 
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‘LANDING AT BOUGAINVILLE’ 
Sgt. Roy Maypole, 

Battle Correspondent 

15 Mins.; Jan. 6 

Transcription; 11:15-11:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


This one commands your respect 
but it can’t hold your interest. 

Not while you can sit at home and 
listen to ‘Man Behind the Gun,’ or 
go to theatre and see ‘Guadalcanal 
Diary.’ 

The fact is that Maypole, plus a 
sound man in a studio, could prob- 
ably raise your hair. Yet on a Bou- 

ainville beach, and truly under fire, 


1e has a tough time keeping you 
awake. It’s a hell of a note. 

But until this type of recording | 
improves, or a combat c rrespond- | 
ent can go into battle with a script 
writer at his side, what that corre- 
spondent registers for the air re- 
mains as exciting as a college glee 
club concert. 

Columbia apparently threw 
transcription on WABC unexpect 
at 11:15 last Thursday night (Jan. 6) 
announcing that the Marine Corps | 
had then released it. Maypole is a 


former CBS man now a Marine ser- 
peant and here recorded for the first 
time, and for public dissemination, 
U. S. troops actually under Japanese | 
fire. vat 

Earlier the same evening, it is 
since learned, Mutual also broadcast 
this transcription. 


In this quarter hour Maypole 
speaks five times. First there is his 
description, plus ordinary back- 
ground sounds, of a landing party 
going over the ship’s side. Then an 


officer explains the preparation nec- 
essary for a landing. Maypole next 


talks with a medical officer on shore, | 


and after that he is heard from his 
own fox-hole. Maypole conclude: 
doing a verbal exchange with a Ma- 
rine who has grabbed himself a pair 
of Jap shoes. All this right up there 
where it’s going on. A connective 
narration by a studio announcer de- 
scribes and holds the episodes to- 
gether. 

The results prove the futility un- 
der present technical conditions of 
again sending Maypole into battle 
for the same purpose—to obtain a 
recording of actual combat. You hear 
Maypole talk but it sounds like poor 
short-wave; his voice is low, blurred, 
and sometimes indistinct. As for the 
barking of a three-inch gun and the 


whine of a couple of planes making | 


a dive—Maypole could as well be on 
a target range in North Carolina. 

Those in radio will groan in an- 
guish for Maypole when they hear 
this recording. For they know that 
besides taking his chances alongside 
the other boys, here he is stumbling 
around that beach loaded down with 
equipment which must seem to 
weigh tons. And for what? 


There is a parallel to be drawn be- 
tween what Maypole has done here 
and May Wirth, probably the great- 
est feminine bare-back rider the cir- 
cus has ever known. 

One spring the Ringling show 
came into old Madison Square Gar- 
den, when it was down on Madison 
Square, and at a rehearsal prior to 
Opening Miss Wirth started to canter 
around the center ring on her favor- 
ite horse. Suddenly she did a for- 
ward somersault on the back of 
that horse, the first and still the only 
girl ever to do it. 


Nine performers fell off their 
chairs when they saw what Miss 
Wirth had done (there is a tremen- 
dous difference between a forward 
and a backward somersault on 
horse) and the late John Ringling 
himself, walked out into the ring to 
plead with Miss Wirth not to do it 
again, to take the forward somer- 
sault out of the act. His immediate 
reaction was that the public wouldn't 
appreciate what she was doing or 
realize the personal risk 
But, for the record. Miss Wirth kevt 
it in the act. She was that kind of 
a performer. Head girl. 

And here is Roy Maypole doing 
approximately the same thing on a 
beach at Bougainville. The record- 
ing was made on a coil of wire Nov. 
1, 1943. 

_A man risks his life, but on the 
air it just ain’t necessarily so. gus 

id. 


PERRY COMO 

With Paul Baron’s Orchestra, Three 
Sisters 

15 Mins.; Sunday, 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Perry Como, who has been doing 
sustaining shows on CBS across the 
board in late afternoon,. replaced 
Frank Sinatra in this quarter-hour 
opposite Jack Benny (NBC), an un- 
enviable spot. His name value, much 
lighter than Sinatra’s, will make his 
task much more difficult. but from 
the performance caught, the listeners 
he may corral will be very satisfied 
with what they hear. 

Como’s voice, pretty close to Bing 
Crosby’s in style and timbre, doesn’t 
sit too well on rhythm tunes, but his 
interpretation of a thing like ‘I’ve 
Had This Feeling Before,’ which he 
did on this broadcast, is another mat- 
ter. It was swell. 


Como’s main failing, Which has 
been noted before and which prob- 
ably will fade away in time, is a 
slight stiffness in delivery. His stuff 
seems a bit too studied, resu’ting in 
a lack of warmth and excitement in 
his voice. He needs more poise and 
confidence and the fault will wash 
away. Wood. 


- 


| it has yet 


| 


involved. | 


' first sniffs of pipe se | 
| switched major emp 


CBS Burns Up 


With the airing of Roy May- 
pole’s recorded description of the 
Marine Corps landing on _ Bou- 
gainville Island, station WOR, 
New York, pulled a neat one on 
its rival, WABC, the key CBS 
outlet in New York. The platter 
was released by the Marine 
Corps’ public relations office 

arly in the day, but because of 
network commercial commit- 
ments, WABC was unable to 
put it on the air until 11:15 that 
night, whereas WOR broadcast 
it at 8 o'clock. 

What really made the situation 
rankle to WABC execs, however, 





was the fact that before becom- 
ing a combat correspondent with 
| the Marines, Maypole was a staff 


producer with the CBS station. 








‘HOLIDAY 194X’ 

With Agnes Moorehead, Norman 
Field, Bill Christie, Rhoda Elaine 
Williams, Victor Perrin, announcer, 
others 


| Writer-Producer: Arch Oboler 


Sustaining 
Sat., Jan. 1; 1-2 p.m. (Single Time) 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

Adult radio scripts are few .and 
far between. In perhaps every other 
department of the industry—produc- 
tion, direction, the technical facets, 
etc.—radio has attained a maturity 
and expertness that belies its youth- 
fulness. But so far as original, seri- 
writing radio is concerned, 
to emerge from the grop- 

Those who have made 
an honest, courageous effort to dra- 
matize in terms of radio the vital 
issues of the day, and the hopes and 
aspirations of the future, without 
| permitting themselves to become 
| bogged down in saccharine platitudes 
and infantile scripting, can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. 

There can be little doubt but that 


ous for 


ng stages. 


| Arch Oboler has consistently been 
an exponent of grown-up radio 
giving his radio audience 


| drama, } 
credit for the same maturity that 
| writers in other creative endeavors 
ascribe to their audiences, That not 
| all his scripts in the past have ful- 
| filled this promise does not detract 
from the fact that his intentions are 
| meritorious and could do consider- 
| able toward raising the plane of ra- 
| dio drama. 
His newest play, ‘Holiday 194X’ 
| (Oboler’s second hour-long script) 
certainly belongs among his finer ac- 
complishments. Broadcast over the 
Blue Network on New Year’s Day 
in cooperation with the Hollywood 
| Writers Mobilization and the Holly- 
| wood Victory Committee, it will 
| probably be the forerunner of other 
plays by assorted writers that will 
delve into the post-war era, either 
through the medium of realism or 
that of the spiritual. Oboler has 
chosen to stay in the realm of real- 
ism, basing his story on factual 
knowledge of a war-torn Europe 
and has proceeded to a post-war 
period without resorting to fantasy 
or half-truths, What emerges is for 
the most part a provocative 60-min- 
ute drama that utilizes the broader 
scope of radio; it remains essential- 
ly at all times a radio drama. That 
Oboler has chosen realism in pref- 
erence to fantasy is but once more 
an indication of his belief in the ma- 
turity of radio audiences. 

In ‘Holiday 194X’ Oboler has put 
abroad the first passenger ship to 
Europe a typical American family, its 
destination a cemetery for American 
war dead on the fringes of Berlin, 
where a son lies buried. During 
the principal characters contacts 
with fellow passengers, their brief 
excursions into a war-ravaged Lon- 
don, Paris and Vienna with the abun- 
|dant evidence of the scars worn by 
| those who remain, Oboler points up 
some obvious truths, yet concludes 
on a note of hope for One World 
and a cleaner more decent life for 
all. His episode in Vienna is one of 
poignant beauty, some of the others 
are less effective. But on the whole 
he has constructed a moving, sincere 
drama that’s handled intelligently. 

The cast was uniformly good, par- 
ticularly the principal roles of the 
mother and father enacted by Agnes 
Moorehead and Norman Field. Tee 
don Jenkins did a slick job on the 
musical direction. Rose. 
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Follow-up Comment 
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Fred Alien and Ed Gardner—wotta 
parlay! It couldn’t be bad. It was 
terrif when Allen guested on Duffy’s 
Tavern, and it was socko when ‘Ar- 
chie’ (Gardner) reciped on the Allen 
show Sunday night. That’s comedy 
writing And if ‘Leave Us Face It’ 
makes the Hit Parade the boys better 
start putting a musical setting to 
Lindy’s menu—anything can be 
plugged into hitdom. But when the 
plugs for the mock ballad run the 
gamut from Dinah Shore to Hedda. 
| Hopper, who could resist? 


‘F. O.| B. Detroit,’ the Motor City’s 
musical-coated plug for free enter- 
|prise in general and the automotive 
|industry’s contribution to the war 
| effort in particular, has, with its re- 
;turn over CBS at a time when the 
are in the air, 
asis to post-war 
planning. Eric Johnstone, president 
of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
(Continued on page 48) 











FRANK SINATRA 

With Ginger Rogers, Bert Wheeler, 
Truman Bradley, Axel Stordahl 
Orch 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 

Vimms Vitamins 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


The Voice didn’t make the grade 
on his teeoff radio program. Given 
a tremendous buildup and also en- 
dowed with the unusual distinction 
of having himself starred in what is 
merely .heralded as ‘the Frank Sin- 
atra show,’ things didn’t come off too 
auspiciously. 


Nor was it all the fault of those 
whinnying kids, although that same 
swoon-croon builder-uppering, which 


did much to project Sinatra to the 
heights in an extraordinarily short 
time, may prove a boomerang if not 
controlled. For Sinatra is no longer 
playing to the bobby-sox and the 


pantywaists; Vimms is a nostrum for | 


adults, assuming that teen-agers | 
have too much vitality, and it’s the 
serious, hardworking people who 


could use a few extra vitamins these 
days. 


Apart from this factor, funda- 
mentally Sinatra only registered 
when Hit-Parading: even his salute 
to Victor Herbert via ‘Kiss Me 
Again’ seemed a bit beyond his 
depth. 


There’s no gainsaying The Voice 
has got something vocally, and that | 
goes also for his rather nice style | 
of handling some of the dialog. But 
when he’s foiling for so seasoned a 
funster as Bert Wheel it’s some- 
thing else again. To begin with, he 


almost killed Wheeler’s comedy gags 
although it’s apparent any seasoned 
comedian could take it away from a 
vis-a-vis like Sinatra. 

The kidding-on-the-square buildup 
via Minerva Pious with her ‘Sam 
Sinatra Fan Club’ and 


thick side. The Mrs. Nussbaum 
Fred Allen’s program is now Mrs. 
Fishbaum. The stuff about ‘the kids 
throwing away their Tommy Dorsey 
records’ got a few more whinnys, 
but the hyper-emotional adolescents 
shrieked earlier in 
when Sinatra pulled something about 
‘throw that bum out,’ during his 
Wheeler crossfire. 

The Frankie-and-Ginger 
with Ginger Rogers, was a case of 
two characters in search of an au- 
thor; tres tired. Seemingly Miss 
Rogers’ major reason for guesting 
was namepower emphasis in our 
Government’s current anti - black 
market drive, which message she de- 
livered succinctly. 

Sinatra’s songs opened with ‘Speak 
Low’ and closed with ‘Stormy Weath- 
er,’ interspersed with Victor Herbert 
and a RKO filmusical excerpt. And 
every time The Voice crooned a ca- 
denza the kids swooned—but aud- 


ibly. Abel. 


‘MONTY WOOLLEY WITH SAMMY 
KAYE’S ORCH’ 

Guests 

Writers: Ed Ettinger, Bob Richards, 
Jack Huston 

Director: Maury Holland 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 

OLD GOLD 

WABC-CBS, N. Y. 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Teeoff chapter of the new Old Gold 
series with the ‘beard’ as emcee, Don 
Wilson as gabber and character ac- 
tor, Sammy Kaye doubling as musi- 
cal director-thespian, and Lupe Velez 
as guest was pretty much of a strug- 
gle for laughs, Woolley’s material 
proving a handicap he never was 
able to whip. He showed enough, 
however, in his first assignment as 
pilot of a variety show to indicate 
better things might be expected after 
the opening night kinks are ironed 
out. 

The chief drawback appeared to 
be the failure to hit on likely sub- 
ject of chuckle routine. Woolley’s 
biz with Wilson on the housing 
shortage refused to explode, as also 
went for the leap-year proposal gag 
featuring Lupe Velez and the former 
Yale drama prof. Mexican playlet 
with Kaye and Wilson as children of 
the couple also moved slowly. The 
difficulty with Woolley here is that 
in previous radio appearances, as 
guest on several shows, his overbear- 
ing attitude and insulting tongue 
were made-to-order laugh getters. 
But the same business doesn’t click 
now that he is pilot of his own show 
hurling insults at cast and guest. 
What the twist is to keep the ‘beard’ 
in character and still allow him to 
develop into an ingratiating m.c. is 
something for the scripters to figure 
out. 


Pointing up this angle was Wool- 
ley’s effective work in an interview 
with Cpl. Jack Snyder, USMC, twice 
wounded at Tarawa and rescued by 
reinforcement Marines after 36 hours 
on the beach. The bearded prof 
played this sequence straight and 
well and the half-hour’s only real 
bite came when the corporal was re- 
united with his mother and dad in 
a surprise studio reunion. Mr. and 
Mrs. Snyder were brought to the 
Coast from Lake Moore, O., by the 
sponsor to greet their hero son. 

Musical department was in con- 
sistent Kaye groove with featured 
vocalists from the band, and Wilson 
projected plugs in usual pleasing 
manner. He was subbing for Bill 
Goodwin, who will handle gab on 





future airings. Donn, 


‘Prince | 
Charming Fan Club’ is a bit on the | 
of | 


the proceedings | 


roviuine, | 


INNINGER 
with Joseph Dunninger, Glenn Riggs 
Director: George Weist 
30 Mins.; Wednesday, 9-9:30 p.m. 
KEM-TONE 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Newell-Emmett Co.) 
This Blue-built show, now having 
| snagged a sponsor, continues with the 
| same format of its sustaining days, 
with Dunninger carrying the burden 
of the program in an_interest-com- 
pelling manner that draws a suffi- 
cient amount of audience gasps. 
Dunninger, equipped with a re- 
|'markable cerebral apparatus that 
picks up thoughts projected from the 








studio audiences, calls off the mental | 
communications with a high degree | 
of accuracy. He makes it clear that 


10 Magician or fortune-teller, 
and offers a $10,000 reward to any- 
lone proving he has confederates !n) 
lithe audience. To insure public-ac- 
| ceptance of, his honesty, he fills the 
platform with personalities in public 
life to see that everything goes ac- 
|ecording to Hoyle On preem, he 
snagged a supreme court justice, a 
| railroad president and a Metop so-| 
prano, who verified the fact that | 
there were no apparent tricks or me- 
chanical devices used in Dunninger’s 
Stint 

During show he called off numbers, | 
birthdays, addresses and, as a topper, | 
called the serial number, color and} 
dealer of a can of his sponsor's prod. | 
duct selected in advance by a board. 

Closing had him projecting al 
thought into the audience. This time | 
listeners were asked to write in the| 
name of a song played by the army 
band which entertained pee 


he is no 


at Teheran 

Kem-Tone commercials, delivered 

ow Glenn Riggs, come at well-paced 
| D} 


lintervals and are delivered in 
| Straightforward manner. Organ is 
}used during these intervals, but it 


serves only to emphasize 
background for the show. Jose. 





| ‘SWEET RIVER’ 
| Cast: Ed Prentiss, Betty Arnold, Carl 
Kroenke, Kay Campbell, Helen 

Van Trupl, Dickie Turner 
| Writer: Charles Jackson 
| Director: Allan Wallace 
| Narrator: Howard Hoffman 

Announcer: Vincent Pelletier 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10-10:15 p.m. 

|A. E. STALEY MFG. CO. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Hill-Blackett) 

After using mostly spot adver- 
tising, the Staley Co. has come 
up with a new entry which looks like 
a good bet to stick. Script, based on 
the ‘Our Town’'-commentator format, 
contains all the potential emotional 
situations that make for attentive 
listening among the daytime serial 
fans. As opening announcement 
states, the session is designed to show 
all the heartbreaks and trials that 
humans are heir to. 

Stanza itself deals with a minister 
of a ‘typical’ small town who is 
mixed up with a woman of question- 
able character. The church board 
naturally objects, and the heroine of 
the saga, a clean-cut homebody, is in 
the throes of battling the evil influ- 
ence and saving the minister from 
dismissal. Action of the script is 
broken up into episodes linked to- 
gether by comments from a crusty 
old character employed in the village 
grocery store who obviously knows 
all about everything that goes on in 
‘Sweet River.’ 

Program's weak spots lie in the 
choice of a minister for the major 
subject of emotional strife, since that 
theme may result in some exception 
on the part of certain religious per- 
sons and in the overlong and voluble 
commercials. The latter consumed 
more than half the time. 








| GREENFIELD VILLAGE CHOIR 

With Al Hodge 

15 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m, 

| FORD MOTOR 

| WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Thompson) 

Having switched its account from 
the Maxon agency to J. Walter 
Thompson, Ford is apparently revis- 
;ing its radio program lineup com- 
| pletely. Instead of the editorially- 
slanted news series 8-8:15 p. m. seven 
times a week, it is offering a new set- 
up of shows. For the Sunday edition 
the account has taken what has all 
the marks of a personal choice of the 
owner himself, Henry Ford. It’s a 
folksy-religious stanza by the kid 
choir of Greenfield Village, a model 
community preject of Henry and 
Mrs. Ford. 

Aside from the hyper-unctiousness 
of announcer Al Hodge's introduction 
of the show and his deference to the 
sponsor and his wife, the initial 
broadcast Sunday night (9) was no- 
table for the entire absence of com- 
mercial copy. In addition to the 
opening and closing spiels, there 
were only the briefest of announce- 
ments of the various recitation num- 
bers, read by Carol Bennett, a mem- 
| ber of the chapel choir. Otherwise, 
the program was the essence of con- 
ventionalism, homespun Americana, 
both in content and performance. 

For those who are entertained, or 
comforted, or inspired by standard 
hymns and moppet recitations of the 
23d Psalm and Longfellow’s ‘The 
Children’s Hour,’ the stanza is un- 
doubtedly commercial. And since it 
obviously pleases the sponsor him- 
self, it probably doesn’t matter that 
many people who would find it bor- 
ing, or who regard all commercial- 
ized religion askance, will string 











} come 





along with Edgar Bergen. Hobe, 


‘YOUR AMERICA’ 

With Nelson Olmstead, Ray Olson, 
Josef Koestner orch, vocal ensem- 
ble, others 

Producer: Lyle Demoss 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5-5:30 p.m, 

Union Pacific R. R. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Caples Co.) 

New half-hour program sponsored 
by the Union Pacific Railroad, which 
preemed last Saturday (8) over a 45. 
station NBC network, is ostensibly 
in celebration of the carrier’s 75th 
anniversary. Nonetheless, it carries 
overtones of making a bid for post- 
war attention, a factor reportedly 
made necessary because of the reali. 


| zation of the competition which the 


airlines will offer in the peace toa 
The initial such push by one 
of the major carriers, it’s likewise re- 
ported that other lines are contem- 
plating similar network programs. 


On the basis of the first stanza, 
| however, it’s highly questionable just 
what benefits either the listening 


public or the railroad itself will de- 
rive from the program, other than 
the goodwill it may generate among 
the Union Pacific’s 60,000 employees, 
Judged strictly on merits of show- 
manship, the format will require 
some drastic revisions before it can 
pass off as entertainment worthy of 
major network attention. As pres- 
ently constituted, it’s pretty much of 


|a hodge-podge. For a few fleeting 
moments the program managed to 
capture an almost Walt Whitman- 


esque quality during a vivid recital 


of the picturesque terrain serviced by 
the railroad,’ with an equally effec- 
tive musical background. But a 


dramatization of the chief dispatch- 
er’s story, with the technically in- 
volved references to ‘eastbound man- 
ifests,’ etc., was hardly calculated to 
arouse general public interest, while 


lack of the personal appearance of the gov- 


ernor of Nebraska (the series will in- 
clude such weekly gubernatorial 
p.a.’s from states served by the Union 
Pacific lines) was nothing more than 
a plug for his fair state. 

Similarly, the contributions of the 
orchestra and 58-voiced vocal ensem- 
ble and soloists suggested that they, 
too, were designed for ‘sectional’ ap- 
peal, aimed more at pleasing rural 
audiences. Nelson Olmstead's injec. 
tion of a tale of two marines, intend- 
ed as the dramatic highlight of the 
program, seemed to miss fire com- 
pletely. The entire pattern of the 
program was such that at no time 
was there a semblance of continuity, 


Ray Olson did a better-than-aver- 
age job on the announcing, with the 
railroad plugs built along the war- 
themed lines of ‘moving products 
from farm and factory to hasten the 
victory.’ 

Broadcast originates from WOW, 
the NBC affiliate in Omaha. Rose. 





‘ATLANTIC SPOTLIGHT’ 

Cast: Philip Merivale, Anna Neagle, 
Irving Berlin, Red Skelton, Har- 
riett Hilliard, Ozzie Nelson, Bud 
Flanagan, Chesney Allen, Brig. 
Gen. William R. Arnold, Capt. 
Glenn Miller and Army Air Forces 
Training Command orch, London 
Fire Forces Dance orch 

Writer: Gerald Holland 

Director: Joe Mansfield 

30 Mins.; Sat., 12:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


Another exchange series, short- 
waved between England and the 
U. S. by BBC, ‘Atlantic Spotlight’ is 
presented in cooperation with WEAF- 
NBC, which broadcasts it via the 
regular network Saturdays. The 
prime idea of this show is enter- 
tainment, with the added prospect 
that familiarity with each other’s 
music, comedy and show biz pet- 
sonalities should strengthen’ the 
friendship between the two coun- 
tries. On that basis, the initial in- 
stallment, Jan. 1, seemed only mod- 
erately successful. 


The pattern of this series calls for 
a different name m.c. from each end 
for each broadcast. On the opener, 
Philip Merivale had the assignment 
from New York, with Anna Neagle 
handling it from London. With cer- 
tain obvious exceptions, they did 
well enough, but the idea of a dif- 
ferent m.c. pair each week seems 
a mistake, as it can’t establish any 
particular personalities for the lis- 
teners to tune to regularly. If names 
are used to draw an audience, it 
might be wiser to have them as 
guests, but to keep the same m.c. at 
each end week after week. 


Another thing, although one idea 
of the program apparently is to 
acquaint the people of each country 
with the theatrical figures of the 
other, care must be taken (partic- 
ularly in the case of comedians, most 
especially dialect comedians) that 
their stuff is comprehensible to the 
foreign portion of the audience. 
Comedy is apt to be extremely ho- 


mogenious, so what may convulse 
one nationality may merely puzzle 
another. 


That went for the comics on the 
premiere broadcast—Bud Flanagan 
and Chesney Allen, and Red Skelton, 
Harriett Hilliard and Ozzie Nelson. 
Seemingly the British audience 
thought the Flanagan-Allen hokum 
was a scream, but to U. S. ears it 
was rather ripe. Similarly, Skelton- 


Hilliard-Nelson panicked their Hol- 
lywood studio audience, apparently 
due partly to visual mugging, but the 
artificial speech of Skelton’s brat 
(Continued on page 48) 
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...you pick tt-he plays it! 


tT is a fellow named Johnny Salb. He’s a 


human jukebox. 

Back in the days of silent movies, Johnny piloted 
a pipe organ for one of Washington’s big theaters. 
His job was to set the proper mood for the picture 
on the screen, from Elks’ parades to train wrecks 
to romances in the park. 

Talkies ended his musical scene-setting. So Salb 
started playing anything and everything that Wash- 
ingtonians requested at their favorite night spots. 
He entertained for White House social affairs. His 
memorized repertoire became a formidable ware- 
house of melody. Today, it’s a rare event when he 
can’t play—without a second’s pause—any tune 
you mention. 

That’s why we've put Johnny Salb on WTOP 
five days a week in a lively ten-minute music-quiz 
called Stump Us. 

Here’s how it works: Listeners are dared to mail 
in the name of any number they think he can’t play 
from memory. He never sees the titles until the 
program actually goes on the air. Then m.c. Lee 
Vickers reads off the requests—and, if Salb is 
stumped, a cash prize goes to the listener who 


stumped him. 


Stump Us is now at work three days a week sell- 
ing the products of a nationally-known drug manu- 
facturer. But there’s no reason why some other 
enterprising sponsor can’t come along (at a brisk 
trot) and sign up the Tuesday and Thursday shows 
(5:35 to 5:45 PM.). They’re still available. 

_ If you have a selling problem in Washington 
that’s stumping you, better ask us or Radio Sales. 
You'll find that—like Johnny Salb—we’re pretty 


certain to have the answer. 


Represented by 
Radio Sales, the 
SPOT Broadcasting 
Division of CBS 





WASHINGTON’S 
50,000 watt Station 


COLUMBIA OWNED 
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anes 


JOIN COMPTON AGCY. Mutual is endeavoring to clear net- 

1 Vitzger: roemerly ra.| Work time for sponsorship of 15 min- | 
it John D. F itzgerald, Dasts wine ly bbe utes of the ‘Luncheon with Lopez’ ee a 0eS 
ress on erence e D or ue e dio director of the National Assn.| (ce broadcasts by Van Camp, Inc. | 


a | 














lof Manufacturers and before that) makers of Tenderoni, spaghetti con- | 
tt General Carl A. Spaatz, com- 4 |sales promotion manager of Pitts- | diment, on Wedne sdays and I riday. 
} 1 1j P } t An ican lburgh Plate Glass, has joined the; Bruce Hayes and Karol Singers are ross é 0 | 
nNanding general ot he Americat : : : itn eh 
i ‘ : ae NBC Sta. Adv. Group {Compton agency as an executive on | vocalists with the Lopez crew. 
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and Aeting Aly Wearenet Bik mene Elects Morency Chmn. Hallas Kenyon, formerly with) are currently heard over the. web nneapolis, Jan, 11, 
Hallem Peck, assistant chief of the cseiieare _, |Paris & Peart, has joined Compton | sustaining on a remote : from the . The Prison Mirror,’ recently cited 
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‘Philly Columnist Blasts 
Off-Celor Air Gags As 


Burley Invading Homes 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11 


== 
ee 


MORE MONEY TO SELL 





Recent trend toward off-colo 





) pags 
DV adio comics wa nauied over the 
i | coals by Charles Fisher, Philadelphia 
i R ‘cord columnpist, last week 
| | Fisher declared ‘it was odd’ that 
MERCHANDISE TO | Esquire should be censored by the 
iH Postmaster General at the same time 
i 








| radio entertainment ‘is making some 


Interesting experiments in the wav 


| | of bringing the burlesque ha nte 
4 | the home.’ 
| The columnist, who is syndicated 
i to a small number of mid-west 
| PEO PLE © N papers, said that people who bought ; 
¥ Esquire ‘knew what they were get- 
era 


ting, namely, a vulgar magazine full 
} of pretentious bad taste and mildly 


i dirty pictures.’ 

; ‘ , 

i The consumer of radio programs, 

/ on the other hand, permits them to i 
be piped into the parlor on. the un- 

| THAN ON ANY derstanding that while they might | 

be dull they will at least be clean. 


When his offspring and nice old lady 
} | relatives direct their ears at the loud 
Speaker he does not expect them to 
be perplexed by bedroom - skits, 
poiniless profanity, biological chit- 
chat and barroom jokes only lightly 
sponsed off. 
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OTHER RADIO STATION | 


———_—_—__—__-— i 


‘Pick-Pat Time’ Title 
Of New Helbros Show 


‘Pick and Pat Time’ is title of new 


once-weekly show starting over 12 
IN TH E WORLD L 4 4 ; Mutual stations next Tuesday (18), 
8:30-9 p.m. Program which will 
emanate in New York but will not 
be heard locally, will be available to 
rest of network on a_- sustaining 

L basis. 
Besides Pick and Pat, blackface 
comedy team, show will feature 
songsiress Mary Small and Vincent 


| Lopez's orch, with Tiny Ruffner as 
m.c. Helbros Watch Co. will spon- 
| SO William H. Weintraub agency 
| handles the account. 
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DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


THE NATION’S MOST MERCHANDISE-ABLE STATION 





M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and « Sailer’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 pm, EWT 
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Queer sort of a sleigh ride isn’t it when the more on board, 
the easier the going? But that’s the way it is withusat WGAN. 
For as more of you famous C.B.S. artists join us, the great- 
er our success. More and more the people of Maine tune in 
to us to hear Kate Smith, Harry James, Fred Allen, Burns 
and Allen, Nelson Eddy, Amos ’n Andy, Gladys Swarthout, 
Gene Autry, Cecil B. DeMille, Ginny Sims and you other 
great C.B.S. stars. 

And there are no people more enthusiastic about you 
artists than these same ‘“‘Down-Easters.”” We at WGAN 


never miss an opportunity to keep them aware of @@ 










; ° » we ~ ae = 
AS oe SDP mere s 
see angen 

















how good you really are. We're glad to back you with the 
best advertising we can give you—the most advertising any 
Maine radio station has ever given to its stars. (2 column 
spreads in nine daily, evening and Sunday newspapers with 
virtually statewide coverage—for 28 consecutive days. Com- 
bined with this we ran over 200 radio announcements as 
well as a mammoth poster campaign featuring C.B.S. stars). 
We figure it’s the least we can do for you whose 
personality, charm, and ability have brought us our 

great listening audience in the State of Maine. 


Our sincere thanks to you! 


PORTLAND 


MAINE 


National Sales Representatives: PAUL H. RAYMER COMPANY 








yan 





— ws 


ae A a AN 


ot ee 














Patines med femee 


omnes many 





























44 RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 12, 1944 





Commerce Dept. Sees Slim Chance 
Of Receiving Net Production in 44 





Washington, Ja 11 . 

U. S. Dept. of Commerce sees ‘freedom’ Program 
RAG. GEOG Ha Pele reer On Entire Mutual Net 
sets for civilian use will be pro- Originally scheduled for 80 Mu- 
duced at all during 1944, but says ial stations. new ‘Freedom of Op- 
the output of musical instruments porty tv’ progran sponsored ry 

rt again. \Vlutual Benefit Health and Accident 

D ¢ 1944." says a Statement \ * Omaha ooveratio vith 
‘ ‘ dustry a ¢ ) . S.J Cha C1 Con 
: msumel a i a e i ove t ( 

t , I VIB l st ons | ) 
ih, . \ ia 14) 8:30-9 p 

i icdLO ect 

) fo 

N44 because of the . WARING TO TELEVIZE 

cal instrument pr UNIT FOR CHESTERFIELD 

1944. Consumers she d exvect to e Fred Waring musical organ 
ind new pianos for sale in 1944 4ion, currently airing for Chester- 
Ss e it takes manv months to com- | field over NBC five nights a week, is 
rte ’ strument after the manu- eadving a television show for the 
’ ng process is begu Othe ame sponsor, with debut date still 
limiting factors are the short suv- | unset over Dumont facilities in N.Y. 


plies of seasoned lumber, othe instead of 


broadcasts 


half-hour 


na- Stanza will be 
15 minutes as on regular 


terials, and labor. 


The band instrument industry Waring plans to reduce his orc! 
at present very busy with wa yr- | and chorus combos to conform to 
However, some capaci 5 tele restrictions, but at last report 
available fo ument pro ad not fully decided just at form 
and output can gradually be ex television combo will adopt for 
yanded as the materials situatio! -| the preem program 
rove Dumont’s new tele studios, accord- 
—_—— : 1g to latest reports, should be ready 
Schenectady Lester Cassidy, of for use first week in February, 
Brooklyn, formerly with WFAS 
White Plains, has joined the sales Pellegrin in No. Africa 


formerly in 
Advertising for 
North Africa. 


WSNY, Schenectad: Hilde- 
Brown is another WSNY 
newcomer, working on promotion 


stalft of 
Pal de 


Maj. Frank Pellegrin, 
charge of Broadcast 
NAB, is now in 


























VENUTA 


DUFFY'S TAVERN 


THE BLUE NETWORK 
Tuesdays, 8:30 P.M., E.W.T. 


Thanks to ED GARDNER 


Personal Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

















Educ’ 1 Boom | 


aa CONtinued from page 37 








nassive cycle of inter-related liter- 
ary works. It was disclosed this week 
{that more than 100 colleges will rec- 
e MacLeish series as part of | 
itheir regular curricula, with the | 
broadcast series virtually an integral 
part of the classroom lecture. In ad- | 
| dition, the N. Y. Board of Education 


i will recognize the program as accept- | 


as been commissioned to produce ay 


ognize t 


able for teachers in the school sys- 


tem who are required to take re- 
reshne courses (one each semester al 
i O college ) O le » Ov 
ta yea Y pay increlnie I 
{ | KS a . il t ai Vv 
1] * t iker DOV a board 
‘American Sto mal the t \ 
) ent serie of the VBC I 
of the A vith the otne 
Lands of the Free ana Music 
of the New World’—all designed as 


adult education on the college and 
also in use In ma! 

throughout the nation In 
addition to writing Mac- | 


proace- 


university level 
college S 
the scripts, 
Leish will be narrator on all 
cast 
Many Endorsements 

CBS's ambitious ‘School of the Air’ 
laily series, piped 


throughout the count 


into countless 
Cl oolroon S 


na attained unprecedented populal 


vith endorsements b state 
chool boards and top educato 
Mutual. already represented by its 


‘Human Ad- 


will utilize the net- 


| University of 


venture’ 


Chicago 


series, 


facilities for a new 
‘Education fo. 


work program 
Free om,’ 
lich preems in the next couple o! 


veeks New 


educational series will 
| be conducted by Mark Van Doren 
: 4 individual station 
ship of the educational 
ticular interest is being manifested in 
the seri@® which bowed in Jan. 2 on 
WHAM. Rochester, N. Y., in which 
the University of Rochester and Time 
agazine have also joined forces fo 
the weekly 


gned to present a ‘: 


the sponsor- 


series, par- | 


series, Program is de-| 
ealistic’ view of 
the effect of scientific d 


life, with Dr. 


iscoveries on 


everyday Gerald Went, 


teur radio production in high 
via the Mutual net’s 
day-through-Friday series, sponsored 
by Kellogg. Radio classes and work- 
shops of all high schools will be pro- 
vided with a complete episodic half- 
hour script for amateur production, | 
vith technicians of local Mutual out- 
lets cooperating with advice and con- 
crete production info. Presentations 
are to be judged by radic®editors and 
boards of education of each regional] | 
clistrict. Idea was inspired by many | 
‘queries on radio production from 
high school workshops. 


| 
CORONET ADDS SAT. | 
TO NEW BLUE STRIP 


schools, 
‘Superman’ Mon- 


; Coronet Magazine has added the 
Saturday night spot from 9:55 to 10 
| p.m., EWT, to the Monday through | 
Friday strip already ordered on'| 
lineup of 73 Blue network 
starting January 24. 
through 


Chicago, Jan. 11. | 


stations 
Contract went 
Schwimmer & Stott last 


week, 

Monday through Friday time will 
be used for a series sf short, short 
stories, tentatively titled ‘Out of This 
World’ and the Saturday night spot 
will be used for the ‘Coronet Quick | 
Quiz’ said to be new quiz 
programs. 


idea it 


Sponsor’s Repeater On 
‘Bleachers’ Sets Record 


Minneapolis, Jan, 11. 

Continental Oil again signed Stu 
Mann’s ‘In the Bleachers’ to set a 
jnew record here of a national ac- 
count maintaining a sports program 
for three years on the same station 
at the same time-—-WDGY, 5:45 p.m. 

Mann’s daily stint nabs its share of 
sports personalities and has become 
a must for all visiting firemen in the 
sports world. 

The former 
turned sports 
thought ‘the 


| 


credit manager who 
gabber because he | 
guys in the bleachers 


veren't getting the dope,’ has also | 
turned author. 
JOACHIM’S WJZ PACT 
Maurice Joachim has joined WJZ 


(N. Y.) as that outlet’s first exclusive 
writer and producer. 

In radio since 1926, Joachim has 
and produced 23 package 
shows which have been sponsored on 


: +4 
written 








| several stations and networks. 


Time science editor, directing the : 

t Ze group, and the Philharmonic dra- 
broadcasts, : ; i 

my | matic spot for U. S. Rubber, both on 

The closer radio-schoolroom rela- |... 
tions also get a hypo from the na- | CBS. ’ : +03 
‘ a] test 4 ; + i Brian Aherne plays lead in Fri- 
w0Onal contes o promote better ama- > . : 

day’s (14) show with Marlene 


| Franklin Doolittle, WDRC, Hartford; | 


| prepared by Arthur Hull Hayes, gen- | 


) CBS ON THIRD ‘DIARY’ 
SURVEY OF LISTENING 


CBS 
‘diary’ 
measuring 


WHIP (Chi) Awaits 
Okay to Resume 


embarked on its third 
a technique aimed at 
habits of radio 


has 
survey, 
listening 








families which never before had | oe 

been surveyed. The most intensive Chicago, Jan. 11. 

penetration into listening habits | Rebirth of WHIP is expected by 
which has yet been devised for the | its reorganized operators Calumes 
industry as a whole, the CBS ‘diary’ Broadcasting Corp sometin "7 
survey is based on an examination . , ietime in 


January. Application for license as 
made to FCC. 

Station was ill-fated WIWC 
Chi Sun, 


report cards collected 
families. It takes | 
homes in 
tracking down 


of listening 
from thousands of 


in non-telephone areas owned 
ually not explored, by the Marshall Fie! 


i } 
1 same fam es’ lialing actiy ities paper. who purchased it aa he ay 
for a full week Thus the material | * ° ihe ; om 
ympiled from these cards gives an | * irtually the present owne Trat 
y to the listening habits of | mitt is located in Hammo O a 
T amily a ach quarter-hour Of | jnal call was WHIP ,e 
e dav for seven consecutive days. used when station reove 
As in the case of the two previous : 
’ ence-measurement surveys, the Doris Keane, one ot ) rs 
etwork findings will be made avail- before Field took it oO inag- 
able to anv CBS affiliate. The new | "5 directot of the proposed station 
study will cover areas of an entire | Miss Keane also holds offices of vice- 


president and treasurer the on. 
erating corporation, insecnediiie 
1943, in Indiana 

Keane said that 


station previously untapped, 


and every 


includ | 
county é 
station’s signal. | Sept., 


report the pre- | Miss 


ing the home cits 


falling within the 


‘ 1 SOULE I 
Program managers time 


vious findings have proven of in- | has already been sold, including a 

| valuable aid, since the various chart- | ¥ eekly Sunday church hour which 
ings provide them with a thorough | mishop Noll will conduct 

diagnosis of extent and reasons for Pha man Marshall Field surrendered 

switching of audience from station | %'S franchise on WJWC, he sold the 

- atia | speech equipment to a new Cleve. 

| land station, but. accordin to a 

| statement made by Mi Keane, the 


| Calumet corporation made its bid in 
| time to allow the Field 
recall the sale. 


Biow to Switch Format 


Of Philip Morris Show 


interests to 


Biow agency will change format 
of its curre) t Phi ip Morris Play- | Joins Spieler Ranks 
house show heard on CBS Fridays | Cincinnati. Jan. 11 
9-9:30 p.m. (EWT) A comedy-| Ed Halloran, vet rewrite man on 


nusical 
talent 
formal 


program is planned with the Cincy Post, started last week on 
hiring going on and | the WLW-WSAI news staff, 
announcement of entire new | Bill Dowdell, 
setup will be announced within the city editor of the Post before sw 
Ber- | ing to radio several years agi 
show +f 


now, rejoining 


news editor, who was 


tch- 
two weeks, according to 
nard Proctor, who handles the 
for the agency. 


Meanw hile, 


next 





Brown bows out as 
director of the program with Earle 
McGill replacing Friday (14). 
McGill continues to direct ‘Report to 
the Nation’ for a_ public utilities 


this 


Dietrict 

following 

CBS Affiliates Board To |: 
Meet in N.Y. Jan. 24, 25) 


Fifth annual meeting of CBS| 
Affiliates Advisory Board, comprised | 
of nine station owners and five net- | 


KEEP UP 
work officials, will be held at CBS | . 
headeneiiaes hy N. Y. hee: "04 and | WITH THE 


2 will include post- j / 1M 


pencilled in for broadcast 





25. Discussions 
war radio plans and problems facing 
all web affiliates. 


Among those who make up the 
board, and who will be present at 


the sessions, are: C. T. Lucy, WRVA, 
Richmond, Va., chairman; Arthur B. 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City, Mo.; 


Leo Fitzpatrick, WJR, Detroit; I. R. 
Lounsberry, WKBW, Buffalo: C. W. 
Myers, KOIN, Portland, Ore.; Clyde 
W. Rembert, KRLD, Dallas: John M. 
Rivers, WCSC, Charleston, S. C., and 
Hoyt B. Wooten, WREC, Memphis. 


Also, Paul W. Kesten, CBS exec- 
utive v. Ps Joseph H. Ream, v.p. and 
secretary; Frank Stanton, v.p.; Frank J 
K, White. v.p. and 


and 
in charge 


treasurer, 
Herbert V. Akerberg, v.p. 
of station relations. 


CBS’ 28%, Increase 


A 28% 


AND e rae 


increase in clients last 
month over Dec., 1942, was reported 
by WABC, N. Y>. key station of CBS, 
Five new campaigns and 14 renewals | 
were listed in the month's report | 














MAN BIDES NOD 


Seripter with honorab'e discharge 
Army, seeks staff or spee radio writ- 
ing slot. Extensive newspaper, Pp. 


. | “k . I 

eral manager. \f background, and radia; experiences 

c ag |f playwriting, ghosting, script doetor- 
New campaigns included Interna- ing. Don’t you need another writer 


‘Variety’ Box 
sy. te we. ee 
7-9 100, 


tional Salt, Ward Baking, R. C. Wil- | S07, dae Wet ner 


7 46th St.. 
liams Co., Warner Bros. and Repub- or phone (NYC) 
lic Pies |f room 306, 


TRafalgar 











MAN WANTED! 


An old established New York organization has an important open- 
ing for a seasoned, experienced Radio Executive who knows Pro- 
gramming, Production and Talent; Who can evaluate the sales power 
of a program idea; Who knows something about network facilities: 
Who is a “self-starter” and can produce under his own power; Who 
is creative and sparks ideas and has the ability to present those 
ideas convincingly to others. We are prepared to PAY such a man 
WHAT HE IS WORTH! If you feel YOU are that man, tell us about 
yourself in a letter. The way you tell your OWN story will give 
us some idea of how you might tell OURS! 


Address 5151, VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19, 








N. ¥. 
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WHOLL BUY WHAT... 
FROM WHOM? 


O it’s going to be a platinum-lined, plastic- 
coated, helicopter-flying Post-War World? 

Maybe it is. . 

But this much we know now. 


. when things get settled down. 


Comparing pre-war competition to post-war 
competition is like comparing muted violins to a 
brass band. 

The Manufacturing Plant of America will be 
tremendous. Competition will be keener than ever 
before. Vastly expanded war plants will cast 
about into other industries for new outlets and 
markets. 


New methods, new products, new materials, new 
packages and new names will come into being. The 


- American consumer will have a greater choice, 


greater variety, better quality and eventually lower 
costs than ever before. 
Nobody can hold back the hands of the clock of 


Progress. 


Just as new and greater products and trade marks 
came out of World War I, they will come out of 
World War II. 

Just as older, solidly-established companies and 
products were outrun after 1919, so they may be 
outrun after this war. 


Who’ll buy what, from whom? 


Wartime scarcities of consumer goods, by bringing 
on an artificial seller’s market, have lulled many a 





NEW YORK 


DETROIT -« 


HOLLYWOOD + SANFRANCISCO’ - 


ST. LOUIS . 


manufacturer into a blissful dream. 

Where once people weighed, sifted, compared 
and shopped, now they must take almost anything 
they can get in many lines. 


But after the war? Competition will turn the pic- 
ture upside-down. Post-war competition will put 
the buyer in the saddle, with the whip of supply- 
and-demand in his hand. 

And the manufacturer whose advertising fails to 
get out and dig (no matter how good the product) 
may well starve in the midst of plenty. 


When the going was tough 


The progress of Ruthrauff & Ryan was greatest dur- 
ing the “depression years.” Against all economic 
trends and business conditions, the billings of this 
agency climbed from 1929 (when we already had 
been in business 17 years) through 1943. 

Today our business is five times the 1929 figure 
... and our own progress is the reflection of our 
clients’ progress. 


In the successes of our clients, as well as in the 
factual, down-to-earth Ruthrauff & Ryan story, you 
may see new light on your own post-war problems 
... how your own advertising may be geared to your 
production, to meet the post-war brass-band com- 
petition. 

We would welcome the opportunity of telling 
you this story. 


Kidhnaufé Keyan ne. 


ADVERTISING 


CHICAGO 


CINCINNATI 


SEATTLE +¢ HOUSTON’ -; 


TORONTO 





Clients of 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 


Acousticon Hearing Aids 
Allen Edmonds Shoes 
Alligator Raincoats 
Allstate Insurance 
American Airlines 
Auto-Lite Batteries 
Auto-Lite Spark Plugs 
Autopoint and Realite Pencils 
Bay Manufacturing Co. 
Bild-A-Set Toys 
Binyon Optical Co. 
‘blue coal’ 

Blue-Jay Foot Products 
Bozeman Cgnning Company 
Bromo-Seitzer 
Brown-Forman 
Distillers Corporation: 
Old Forester, King Black Label 
and Early Times Whiskies 
Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 
Chrysler Corp. (Dodge Div.) 
Dodge Passenger Cars 
Chrysler Corporation (Institutional) 
Dictograph Interior 
Communication Systems 
H. Fendrich, Inc. 
Florence Stoves 
French Lick Springs 
G. Washington’s Instant Coffee 
and Cafémelo 

The Gilmore Oil Co. 

The Globe- Wernicke Co. 
Goodall Fabrics 
Griesedieck Bros, Beer 
Interstate Brewery Co. 
Ken-L-Ration Products 
Krim-Ko 

’ La Corona Ci 
Lever Brothers Co.: Rinso, Spry, 
Lifebuoy Health Soap, 
Lifebuoy Shaving Cream, Covo 
Lever Brothers’Ltd. (Canada): 
Rinso, Lifebuoy, Lifebuoy Shaving 
Cream, Sunlight 
Marcus Campbell Co., 
Publishers 
Arthur Murray School of Dancing 
Noxzema 
Oshkosh B’Gosh Overalls 
Pall Mall Cigarettes 
Palm Beach Suits 
Prest-O-Lite Batteries 
The Quaker Oats Company: 
; Q uaker Oats = 
other’s Oats 
Quaker Oaties and 
other cereal products 
Radio Corporation of America 
Radios, Phonographs, 
Television Instruments 
Red Arrow Proprietaries 
Reliance Mfg. Co. 
Rhythm Step Shoes 
Robt. Reis and Co. 
Ruppert Beer and Ale 
Savings Banks Association 
of State of N.Y. 

S. A. Schonbrunn & Co., Ine. 
Southern Select Beer 
Sterling Beer and Ale 

Toledo Steel Products Co, 
U. S. School of Music 

Universal Zonolite Insulation 
Virginia Dare Wines 

Wadsworth Watch Case Co. 

Wheeler-Osgood Lumber Products 

Wolverine Work Gloves and 

Work Shoes 
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co. 
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FOR 


Their splendid 


collaboration on 





the material I 


used on “The 


| Hall of 


Fame” 


last Sunday— 


My 


Thanks to— 


‘HOWARD 
HARRIS 


VD. 
TELINKA 


May we long continue 
working, writing and 
fighting together on 


our regular 


FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
CAMEL 











grams in connection with the forth- 
Fourth War Loan drive. All 
available top talent in 12 of the Ke) 
the country will be recruitec 


comings 


cities Oo! 


Rubicam, which handles the Amer!- 
can Hotel Assn. account, and Treas 
ury Dept. officials. As the progran 
shapes up, CBS is assigning its pro- 


: i ‘ 
CBS. in cooperation with the 

American Hotel Assn., last week 

evolved an unusual series of pro- GE to Put on Tele 


CBS, American Hotel Assn. Team 
In 12 Key Cities on Fourth War Loan 


|in a plane crash ‘somewhere outside 





Show for Publishers 


Albany, Jan. 11. 


for a dozen 12:30-1 a.m. network General Electric Co. will entertai: 
ll tee off next Tues-]| New York State Publishers Ass'n 
le t (18), the opening day oO nembers at a luncheon and tele- 
ampaign, from the ballroom ol ion show in Schenectady Jan. 19 
e Statle otel, Boston C. D. Wagoner, head of the GE New 
N : ase of the Boston kickoff Bureau, has charge of the affair. 
“a Wloee vat Publishers will hold their annual 
iffai all the shows will emanate | i was vi i tule 
' tel ballroon with the 12:30-| meeting in Albany January 17-18 
( i i OT] ~ 
. ve rk stanza in each of the | Fred I Archibald, publisher of 
> sta ( , king lr it Hearst’ Albany rimes-Unio is 
of a dinner tribute to the Nairman oO} e committee on ar- 
1 sitia ncrement 
bond salesmen in the various citi | g t 
Det vere worked out Frida) WGY will broadcast addresses by 
eialls vere VOrkec aay - sg 
“a aoe Y , a | Bob Considine, INS war correspond- 
(7) between CBS execs, oung ¢ 


and 
Pacific 
the 
Clin- 
will 


ent on Italian and African fronts, 
J. Norman Lodge, AP South 
correspondent. at a luncheon of 
NSPA Jan. 18 in the De Witt 
ton Hotel. Governor Dewey 





in the Coast area, with William Rob- 
Robert Shayon anda 
Zachary, recently resigned as 
radio production head of the OWI to 


son, 


} 
Who 


enter the Navy, whipping up the 
other shows. 

Schedule for the bond shows and | 
the hotels in which they will take 
| place, follow: 

Tuesday (18), Statler, Boston; Wed- 
nesday (19), Philadelphian, Phila- 
delphia; Jan. 24, Commodore, N. Y.; 
Jan. 25, Adolphus, Dallas; Jan. 26, 


| Book-Cadillac, Detroit; Jan. 31, Cos- 
| mopolitan, Denver; Feb, 2, Sherman, 
| Chicago; Feb. 7, Jefferson, St. Louis; 
| Feb. 9, Gibson, Cincinnati; Feb. 10, 
| Los Angeles, (hotel still to be set); 


| Feb. 15, Mayflower, Washington. 
Call Off Tour of Air Shows 
Hollywood, Jan, 11. 
A plan to route top radio shows 
to key cities around the country as 
a bond sale stimulant during the 
|Fourth War Loan drive has 
| called off, when no funds were found 
lavailable to pay traveling expenses. 
| Many stars were willing to make 
|two-week tours, but didn’t care to 
| dig into their own pockets for their 
| full troupe. 
| In withdrawing from the project, 
| OWI in Washington declared it im- 


| When Red Skelton asked for $2,000 
to cover expenses for a fortnight’s 
| stand in the Chicago area, and was 


tee that it could not underwrite such 
/an undertaking, cancellation of the 
entire project resulted 

Individual stars will be asked to 
make such tours between broadcasts. 


WJIW’s Daily Hour Show 
Cleveland, Jan. 11. 


As a promotion for the Fourth 
War Loan, WJW, Blue outlet here, 
will stage a one-hour show daily 
before an audience in the Union 


Terminal Tower starting Tuesday 


hand, Show, from noon to 1 p.m. 








| 
{ 
| 
i 


CIGARETTE 


PROGRAM 





GARRY 
MOORE 


| each day during the drive, will be 
aired from 12:30 to 1 p.m., using 
Cleveland artists as well as visiting 
celebrities and theatre and night 
club talent. 
| Program produced and 
| directed by Arden Gifford, WJW 
| production manager, and will be 
| m.¢c.’d by Earl Harper, the station’s 
| special events director. 


will be 


WABC’s Night Club Idea 
WABC’'s (N.Y.) ‘Night Clubs for 
Victory’ series, credited with rais- 
ing $85,000,000 during the last drive, 
will be repeated over CBS, with the 
opening program set for the 21 Club, 
N. Y., Jan. 20, Journal-American 
night at the 52nd street boite. Bugs 
Baer and Bill Corum will 
emcee duties. during the half-hour 
air stanza from 12:30 to 1 a.m. 
In all 16 niteries will take part 
in the WABC campaign with four 
'other metropolitan newspapers as 
tieups. Already set are PM night 
'at Cafe Society Upiown, Feb. 4; 
|Herald Trib night, Feb. 5, at EI 
| Morocco, and N. Y. Post night, Feb. 
9, at Copacabana. 


Byron Back From S.W. Pacific 

Capt. Ed Byron, formerly of the 
!*Mr. District Attorney’ program, is 
back in this country from the south- 
| west Pacific, where he worked with 























}a radio reconnaisance commission, 


ducers to the various cities, where 
they will work several days 1 ad- | 
vance in setting the shows, made up 
of talent from niteries, vaude, legit 

radio, etc Norman Corwin anda 
William Spier will handle the shows 


George | 


| Feb. 14, Roosevelt, New Orleans, and | 


been } 


| practical and too difficult to handle. | 


told by the War Activities Commit- | 


(18) with a corps of bond sellers on | 


share | 


speak at dinner. 


™ | 


District Huddles 
— Skedded By 


NAB 
Washington, Ja 11 
Series of important committee and 
| district meetings, scheduled thus fai 
| by NAB, was announced last week. | 
| Sessions of the even numbered dis- 
| tricts will include the election of | 


district directors for two-year terms. 
| Neville Miller. president: Lewis H 
Avery, director of broadcast 
Willard D. Egolf, 
ant to the president, are to 


all sessions. 


adver- 
| tising, and 


assisi- 


attend 


Dates are as follows: 


| Jan. 14—Board sub-committees on 
; convention site and program. Palmei 
i House, Chicago. 

Jan, 18-19—Sales managers execu- 
tive committee. Roosevelt Hotel, 
a. ae 2 

Jan. 20-21—Public relations execu- 

tive committee. Roosevelt Hotel, 
a ¢ 


| Feb. 1 — 8th District 
(Michigan, Indiana). 
geo Indianapolis. 


meeting 


Columbia 


Feb. 4-5—10th District meeting 
| (Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri). Hotel 
| Fontenelle, Omaha. 
| Feb. 7-8—14th District meeting 
| (Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Utah, 
| Wyoming). Cosmopolitan Hotel, 


Denver. 

Feb. 11—16th District meeting 
(Arizona, Southern California, New 
Mexico). Los Angeles. 

Feb. 14-15-16—Canadian Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. Quebec, with 
NAB represented officially by sev- 
eral board members. 





Feb. 17—13th District meeting 
(Texas). Baker Hotel, Dallas. 

Feb. 21—12th District meeting 
(Kansas, Oklahoma). Topeka, | 
|} Feb, 24-25—6th District meeting 
| (Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
| Tennessee). Peabody Hotel, Mem- 
phis. 

Feb. 28-29—3rd District meeting 


| (Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland). 
| Pittsburgh. 

March 1-2—2nd District meeting 
(New York. New Jersey). Place pot 
determined. 

March 8-9—NAB Board of Direc- 
| tors, Statler Hotel, Washington. 


March 15-16—Radio News Commit- | 


tee. Roosevelt Hotel, New York. 





Mary Mason’s Air Forum 


Wins WPB, D.C., Citation 


Washington, Jan. 11. 
Mary Mason, director of the WRC 
Home Forum. has been given a cita- 





tion from WPB and the District of 
'Columbia Salvage Committee for | 
| ‘contributing unsparingly of your 


| time and energy’ in the salvage cam- 
}paigns. Miss Mason has plugged the 
drives regularly in her programs 
over the local outlet for NBC. 


} 


Sears, Roebuck Returns 
To WMPS, Memphis 


Memphis, Jan. 11. 

Sears, Roebuck has returned to 
WMPS, having purchased the 7:45 
a.m. quarter hour for general mer- 
| chandising promotion. The mail- 
order house was a former time- 
buyer over that station. All major 
department stores here are now air- 
ing on WMPS. 





Lt. Ryan, Son of R.&R. 
Prexy, Dies in Air Crash 


Lt. Bruce FE. Ryan, 28, radio pro- 
ducer and son of Frederick B. Ryan, 
president of Ruthrauff & Ryan, died 


the U. S. on Dee. 29. Nine other air 


| corpsmen were killed in the crash. 


Ryan left the firm two years ago 


when he joined the Army Air Forces. | 


He was pilot of the plane. 
Survived by widow, father, 
and two brothers. 


mother 


Central States B’ casting 


To Retain KFAB, Drops 


2 Others Under FCC Rule! 


a, Ja 1 


Ordered to pose of two of it 
three stations (KOIL, Omaha, and 
KFOR, KFAB, Lincoln) inder the 
FCC ruling that no station owners 
may hold more than one = station 
serving the same primary area, Cen- 
tral Siates Broadcasting Co. has 
elected to keep KFAB, Lincoln, ac- 


cording to Charles L. Carper, presi- | 
dent. 

KOIL will be taken over by 
Charles and James Stuart, of Lin- 
coln, who were steckholde! the 
S es Co (hol gf a interest in 
Central States) until last October. 
A proposed contract between the} 
Central States Co. and the Stuarts 
was submitted to the FCC for ap- 
proval, | 

Under the primary area service 
rule, KFAB and KFOR conflict. This 
however, is not true of KOIL and 
KFOR as the latter is a local 250- 
watt = station. KFAB is Central 


| States’ largest station and is known } 


as the ‘farm 
Plans are 
its power 


station’ of the 
made to 


the war to 50 


being 
after 
watts. 


KPO, FRISCO, IN BID 


| 


FOR PEABODY PALMS 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

KPO, San Francisco's NBC 
tion, has submitted three of its top 
programs for competition in the 1943 
George Foster Peabody Awards con- 
i test. 

Included are Advertis- 
ing,’ which takes all of its material 
from national magazine advertising, 
originated by Don Martin and writ- 
ten by Ina Shippey; ‘Woman's Maga- 
|zine of the Air,’ five-days-a-week 
| program, featuring Jane Lee and 
Larry Smith, former Far Eastern 
| correspondent for INS, doing a five- 


‘News in 


| days-a-week commentary on the 
| Pacific war. 
} -_————— 
Young's Camp Tour 
Cleveland, Jan. 11. 


| Murray Young, WHK news com- 
| mentator, left on a radio reporting 
| tour of military areas in tie south- 


| east coastal states. He will send 
recorded dispatches back for his 
regular 11 p.m. nightly broadcast 





Joe Black pinchhitting for him. 


area, | 
increase 


kilo- 


Sta- | 


WHK (CLEVE.) PACTS — 
RKO PALACE ACTS 


Cleveland. Jan. 11. 
‘Mutual ’ 
half-hour program. 
j tracted with RKO Palace to li; 
the headline 


WHK's 
daily 


Goes 





Calling,’ a 
has 


e up 


Stars apveari 
« } aring 


| stage. 
Agreement 


| was reached between 
| Walter Davis, daytime studio man- 
j}ager and director of special 
at WHK-WCLE, and Louis EF 
Palace manager. 

Also 
Milt 


events 


Ma 


arranged is agreement 


Krantz, manager of the Ha 





legit theatre, for personal apnea 
ance of leading actors and actreccec 


appearing there 


Sez FCC Cues. WCLE 
Switch, Not Drop in Biz 
Cleveland, Jan. 11 
United Broadcasting Co.'s 
ed transfer of WCLE from 
| to Akron 


request. 
Cleveland 


is not due to any drop 


| business but is in keeping with the 
| FCC deadline of May 31, 1944. fo 
| the unloading of one. statio yy 
|}owners in multiple situatio 

Three months ago WJW moved 
|} to Cleveland from Akron and took 
;over the Blue NBC from WHkK- 
| WCLE, leaving the latter with Mu- 
} tual. 

‘Pinky’ Hunter said no loss in busi- 
| nes has been suffered by eithe 
| WHK or* WCLE because of WJW 
; 
j}and requested transfer is in keep- 
| 


ing with FCC ruling 








D'ARTEGA 


AND HIS 

GIRL ORCHESTRA 
OPENING JAN. 14 

| ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Currently Tower, Kansas City 
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| Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: Willlam Morris Agey. 
| 

for an offer 


+ ’ ; 

WRITER OF COMEDY 
FREE! DRAMA AND GAGS 
ACTOR, comedian, ANNOUNCER 
Write, Wire er Phone Liberty 0351 
ROBERT J. CULLER 
Oukford Ave., Balto. 15, 


4207 Ma. 














S uccessful 


ingers Use COACHING 
AND ARRANGEMENTS 


By FLORRIK JAVE 


ments for Dance 


false 
Acis) Wi » care 
|] Talent Promotion Cerp.. 67 W. 44th 
St., N. ¥.. Murray Hill 2-1635. 


arrange- 
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mere opening barra 





ments of each indiv 
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OPERATION 





definite plan of merchandising coopera- 
tion, custom-tailored to the require- 


constantly supervised by a group of the 
best merchandising brains in the country 
- +. continuously maintained thraughout 
the life of every WSAI contract. 


5000 WATTS — DAY AND NIGHT 
BASIC BLUE NETWORK STATION 
CROSLEY OWNED AND OPERATED 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
SPOT SALES, Inc. New YORK 
CHICAGO © SAN FRANCISCO 


ONTINUOUS sMeERCHAY, 


WSAI Merchandising Cooperation is no 


ge. It consists of a 


idual advertiser... 
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BROKE 


THE STRAND, NEW YORK, AND HELD OVER! 





LLA MAE MORSE 


SHOO SHOO BABY—Nation’s No. 1 Best Seller NO LOVE NO NOTHIN’—Coming Up Fast 


+ Horace Greeley In Reverse: | ai 


| 
“The Sensation Of The West— ‘| 
Is A Bigger Hit In The East” 











THE ALL-TIME RECORD AT 























TS mes IRBHEN WR rn 
} eNO cape 





= 














poor 


¢ ESET 
Sle a Se 
mene 


ee 
ee PRES 








America’s No. 1 Song Stylist 


| MO CER a, Bh idee ol 











On a Personal Appearance Tour of 1 
The Nation’s Leading Theatres | i] 


CAPITOL RECORDING ARTIST 
COW COW BOOGIE—Capitol’s Biggest Seller 
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Ingenuity Stamps GI's Adaptations 


Of Comm'l Radio Scripts for Own Use 


by GI's in¢ 


Resourcefulness shown 
adapting commercial radio scripts 
for use among troops abroad is re- 
garded in industry circles as virtual- 
ly on a par with that exercised with- 





-KSTP, Twin Cities, Moves: 


To New Studios March 2 


‘Variety Hall’ Com’! 
Show Set for 35 Sta. 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11. 
Crosley staffers are originating a 
| series of Tuesday evening half-hour 
shows for the Peter Fox Brewing 
Co., Chicago, that are aired by 35 
midwest and southern stations which 




















the trade. Thus radio, through it St. Paul. Jan. 11. | do not include either Crosley’s rie 
in the trade. us radlo, sh us - e 1 Thea scien os deci 
sould" sration with the Radio Keeping up with its expansion) OF WSAI, Phe programs, lageec 
ee ae Wa STP Twin Cities’ NBC af-|‘Variety Hall,’ started four weeks 
ER f the Writers Wa plans, KSTP, Twin Cities’ I a ‘ a 
ae S a : filiate. has taken over tl second | ago on a 17-station hookup. Account 
oar ; rr ding he basis r de- bitial Me Lan l VCl , I : ; t ; “18 soe : 
B ard ae ie va “e ee a;{| floor of the former Minnesota thea-| '5 handled by the Schwimmer & 
“opment oO Writers, adapiors. é : . sii alae a . eas “ity 
i] technicians and actors, Whl tre, Minneapolis, now named the} Scott agency, Chicago, In which city 
well as technicians an ors, WHI : ENT co s outletting 
mene = ble t al ‘h afte le Radio City theatre, WENR does the outletti 5. : 
t may be able to absorb alter ¢ KSTP will move lock. stock and Talent lineup has Grandpappy 
mobilization. : jae “gp Re ng ‘ . lane (V: ) as 
mob gee a barrel to the new location March 2 Doolittle and Nanette Vallon) as 
The Radio Commities a which also marks the reopening of} '"* featured comedy team, Ralph 
Mrs Dorothy Rodge has vee te Station ; a ' a Moody and Rav Shannon in dra- 
strumental in getting the coope! own studio, seating 350 matic sketches, Norman Ruvel, bari- 
tion of the industry whic & > s ; | tone, Doris Day, swing warbler, and 
the committee scripts fro lead- ‘ Mary, Jeane & Betty, close harmony 
ee } 1aAcA . > jeletion yt ; P . . ; 
ing shows. These, after deletion ol L D FI F : ort vith Joe Lugar di- 
ea ssoypason ye Wnonage “te ea enies aces trio, on vocals, wit ; ug 
ee ee ae pga cttien, eMnstiit e recting a 14-piece staff orch. 
cial Services to GI's in foreign wai S t R t Hi 
theatres, who are using them in sup- cru Iny on epor e 
plving their own entertainment. h H ° | Cc ent 
Many foreign bases operate low ug t ooper sting 0 Ow- p omm 
* ; ( 
wa\ ‘oadecasiing stations which ; oat? 
wave broade: te ; Washington, Jan. 11. ———  (ontinued from page 40 joe 
generate only enough power to cove! Rep. Clarence F. Lea. of Cali- ‘ 
a limited area. Operation of these iain. dhibiviein of the toomae Con lrang the keynote in Saturday's (8) 
stations has given many s®ficient) 2.” tt . t y 10) : opener with a well-written speech. 
experience to qualify them for post- Commiurvee, yesverday~ (20) denied | a his talk, singularly devoid of prop 
: ~ : (gaa, newspaper reports that he was plan- 


war jobs in the commercial field. 

Since scripts are sent out virtually 
as obtained off the air, troops have 
quite a problem in adapting them to 
conform with conditions under 
which they work. Foremost among 
them is the problem of eliminating 
or getting around femme parts. They 
must do so without destroying the 
intent or purpose of the original in 
order to achieve its purpose. 

Also Musical Bridges 

Again they must be sufficiently in- 
genious to get around = musical 
bridges. This is often done through 
recordings or rewritings. 

In all cases, soldier-radiomen have 
come through with sufficient inge- 
nuity to provide satisfactory pro- 
gramming. In areas where there is 
no station, entertainment is 
through a loudspeaker 


Cl 


mirct he 


system or 


adaptations are made to fit an im-| 


provised stage. 

They have had singular 
with comedy programs, which are 
favorites with the boys. However, 
those in charge of station operation 


success 


are wise enough to provide variety. | 


They consequently get a sprinkling 
of mysteries and serious attempts 
such as put out by the ‘CBS Work- 
shop.’ 

As a result of this type of work, 
radio execs see a new crop versed 
in all fields of station operation. 
Whether they. will be able to use all 
of them depends upon post-war con- 
ditions. Nevertheless they envision 
a better grade of program because of 
skills developed by fresh talent. 

However, if more talent is to be 
developed, the Radio Committee 
feels that it will have to get an in- 
creased supply of volunteer workers 
to help edit and rewrite scripts. In 
addition to off-the-air shows, it has 
processed around 300 shows selected 
out of 1,100 sent in. 


PHILLY NEWSMEN 





PACTED AS SPIELERS) butting Recently Kirby took un-| 


|}der his wing the radio section of | 
headed | 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
Two well-known Philly newsmen 


have been signed for microphone! 


chores, 

They are Alexander R. Griffin, as- 
sistant managing editor of the Phil- 
adelphia Record, and Ivan (Cy) 
Peterman, Philadelphia Inquirer war 


correspondent. 
Griffin, who recently authored 
‘Ship to Remember,’ best-selling 


saga of the Hornet, and ‘Here Come 
the Marines,’ is airing his stuff over 
a Mutual hookup with a repeat show 
locally via WIP bankrolled by the 
Sun Shipbuilding Co. 

Petérman’s stint is over WCAU 
under the aegis of the Food Fair 
supermarket chain and the Jack 
Korn advertising agency. Plans are 
being mulled for a series of on-the- 
scenes transcriptions when Peter- 
man returns to the battlefronts next 
month. . 





Dr. Angell Named Head 
Of N.Y.U. Hall of Fame 


Dr. James Rowland Angell, edu- 


cational director of NBC and former | 


Yale University president, has been 
appointed director of New York 
University’s Hall of Fame fcr Great 
Americans. He will continue to 
serve in the public service division 
of the network. 

Dr. Angell succeeds the late Prof. 
William Lyon Phelps in the Hall of 
Fame post. 


sent | 


ning to ‘summon’ FCC chairman 
James L. Fly to answer charges 
| that he pressured the ousting of 
|; Rear Admiral Stanford C. Hooper. } 


Hooper, now 
radio intelligence 
FCC when he was 
communications. 
Lea said that the charges were 
made and put into the record of 
| committee hearings and that he ‘as- 


criticized 
done by 
of naval 


had 
work 
chief 


retired, 


sumes’ Fly will want to answer them ! 


when the FCC chairman appears as 
a voluntary witness to give the com- 
mission’s side of the allegations 
| which tiave been put into the rec- 
| ord. , 
| ‘Of course,” added Lea, ‘I assume 
that some members of the 
mittee will ask Mr. Fly 
and several of these may be on the 
Hooper matter.’ 

The Lea committee will probably 
| resume its hearings next week. At 
that time the door will be wide open 
to FCC. The commission will be 
given all the opportunity it desires 
|to present evidence refuting any 
and all charges made against it dur- 
ing the lengtiy sessions to date. 


‘RADIO ‘ARMY HOUR’ 





| MARKS ITS 4TH ANNI, 


Washington, Jan. 11. 
Fourth anniversary of the radio 
‘Army Hour’ is celebrated this 
| week. 


It was originated in 1940 by Col. 
Edward Kirby, Chief of the Radio 
Bureau of Army Public Relations, 
and has been under his direction 
ever since.’ Show, biggest of its 
kind, has run without a break and 
has originated from every corner of 
the world. Today it rates as one of 
the country’s top air features. 

Kirby left NAB to join the Army 
in 1939 at a time when Army Pub- 
lic Relations here had only 10 peo- 
ple. Today there are 390 working 
on public relations in the Pentagon 





the Army Services Forces, 
| by Lt. Col. William Slater. 


Free Radio Service— 





| Washington, Jan. 11. 
Nips are so anxious to have the 
native populations hear propaganda 
broadcasts over the Singapore radio 
that they are inviting owners of de- 
fective sets to send them to the Sho- 
nan (Singapore) Broadcasting Co. 
for free repairs. 
| Those who take the service are re- 
| quired to promise they will place 
| their sets so that their neighbors can 
' also hear the progranis. 





U. of Cal. Accepts 2 


accepted two scholarships offered 
| by NBC, an outgrowth of the NBC- 


| UCLA Radio Institute hela last sum-| 


mer. 
Free tuition will be available to 
any student who finishes the first | 


year with high scholastic records and 
who wishes to prepare for some 
phase of radio. 





New Orleans—New additions to 
WDSU here are Don Bell, Roy Hill 
and Bill Diilner, announcers, and 
Jeanne Arnold and Mabel Thomp- 
son, continuity department. 


com- | 
questions | 


With Strings Attached 


NBC Radio Scholarships | 


| The University of California has 


aganda Johnstone pleaded for propei 


In South, Midwest |. 





| favorable. 

















characterization must have been 
largely unintelligible to British dial- 


ers. Even some Americans wight 
have regarded it askance, 
In much the same way, the first 


selection played by the London Fire 
Forces Dance orchestra, ‘Holiday for 
Strings,’ was ill-suited to shortwave 
transmission, though the atmos- 
pherics at the moment were rather 
All this merely means 
that while the ingredients are there 


for a listenable, valuable series, more 


| his 


intelligent thought is needed in put- 
ting them into actual program form. 

There were several genuinely 
worthwhile moments on the opener. 
One was Irving Berlin's singing of 
‘My British Buddy’ tune from 


Bristol Che’s touring England with 


| his ‘This Is the Army’ show), with 


| to the show. 


| Gen. 


handling of the problem of providing | 


employment to returning servicemen 
He asked for decisive action instead 
of complacent indifference. Industry 


+} sets its are 2s } 2 | ° " 2.2 
still gets its share of plugs on the| With Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Rich- 


program 

Musical portion is highly listen- 
able, with Samuel Banavie directing 
the orch and chorus through musi- 
comedy and semi-classic tunes, 


| H. Leopold Spitalny’s orchestra 
played the new Soviet national an- 
them on the Friday (7) broadcast of 
ithe ‘Serenade to America’ program 
on WEAF-NBC. To_ non-specialist 
ears, the piece sounded reasonably 
impressive in the traditional man- 
ner of U.S.S.R. inspirational songs, 
| but the fact that the lyrics were not 
sung limited interest in the presenta- 
tion. As a whole the program was 
reasonably pleasfnt by  sustainer 
standards, with Nora Stirling’s m.c. 
| contribution an ingratiating ingre- 
dient. 


Paginas 
| Shirley Booth did a nifty job of 
character-comedy 
night (9) on the Jerry 
tainer on WABC-CBS. Pretending 
to give Lester a lesscn in serious 
emoting, she first offered a jape of a 
bratty moppet to rival Fanny Brice’s 
Snooks, then spoofed the same char- 
acter as a teen-ager and finally as 
a crone. They clicked in descend- 
ing order, but all were okay. 
American Medical Assn., begin- 
ning its second year of broadcasting 
on Sat. (8) over NBC, starts its ‘Doc- 
tors at War’ series with a glorifica- 
tion of the air evacuation service. It 
was a well written and compact bit 
on the modus operandi of the aerial 
ambulances, describing how in six 
hours patients, wounded in Italy, rest 
comfortably in a North African hos- 
pital. However, the major surprise 
of the opening session was the fact 
that it eschewed all propaganda for 
free medical enterprise. This is 
doubly surprising since the AMA is 
now engaged in fighting a bill before 
Congress which would broaden free 
medical care. Guest speaker, Maj. 
Gen. Norman T. Kirk, surgeon gen- 
eral, paid tribute to the air evacua- 
tion service, calling it a vital factor 
in saving lives that would otherwise 
be lost. 


Lester sus- 








Replacing Jim McWilliams as quiz- 
master on Columbia’s ‘Correction. 
Please,” heard Saturday nights, Pat 
| Barnes on Jan. 1 failed to give the 
half-hour show the spark to hold an 
audienee on a night when competi- 
tion all around the dial is tough. 
Show brings together five servicemen 
|'and women as contestants. Entrants 
| receive $10 each with which to bid 
| for right to pick out misstatements 
by Barnes. 
double the bid, and with correction 
of false statement. winnings are 
trebled. Bonus prize of $100 open to 
all contestants is offered to wind up 
the show. 

Nat Shilkret’s 15-piece orch gives 
out with substantial divertissement 
between contestants. while Ken Rob- 
erts does the announcing. Kirby 
Ayres directs. 





‘The Open Door,’ daytime serial, 
| which switched to CBS after a 
{lengthy run on NBC, is still a well- 
built affair backed by Sandra Mi- 
chaei’s script, direction by Paul 
Stewart and enacted by an able cast 
headed by Dr. Alfred Dorf. Story 
| on session caught (Jan. 4) concerned 
| itself with the romance of a college 
dean’s secretary, who finds herself 
enamored of a gent whom the dean 
suspects of being out for no good. 


| Willie Howard really let his Yid- 
| dishisms go on the ‘Star for a Nite‘ 
| program over the Blue last Wednes- 
| day, as comedy participant in the 
‘Jane Eyre’ travesty. The dialectic 
;comedian seemingly forgot that he 
wasn't playing strictly to a Lindy’s 
circle audience, 





| 


playing Sunday | 


Each right guess wins | 





the orchestral accompaniment from 
London and Miss Neagle joining in 
the final chorus. Merivale and Nea- 
gle, once they had finished their 
overlong introductions and greetings, 
gave a warm and intimate quality 
The London orchestra 
was acceptable and Capt. Glenn 
Miller’s crew turned in one sizzling 
number. But a straight spiel by Brig. 
William R. Arnold, chief of 
chaplains, was out of mood 
the rest of the stanza. 

In general, ‘Atlantic 
rates better on intention 
actual performance. 


Ariny 
with 


than 


Hobe. 


‘STATE DEPARTMENT SPEAKS’ 


ard C. Harkness, Michael J. Mc- 
Dermott, James C. Dunn, Dr. Leo 
Pasvolsky 
Director: Ross Filion 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
U. S. State Dept. officials inau- 
gurated a series of four weekly half- 
hour broadcasts, object of which is 


to explain to the public the role of | 


the department in carrying into ef- 
fect the nation’s diplomacy as deter- 
mined by Congress and President 
Roosevelt, on Saturday (8) from 7 to 
7:30 p.m. (EWT) over NBC. 

Tee-off program was an eye-opener 
in many respects. From the intro- 
duction by Under-Secretary of State 
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., to closing 
comments by Michael J. McDermott, 
chief of the division of current in- 
formation for the agency, those tak- 
ing part did their best to dissolve 
any ideas in the mind of the listeners 
that the State Dept. hid its activ- 
ities from the U.S. public arbitrarily. 
On the other hand, James C. Dunn, 
adviser to Secretary of State Hull on 
political arrangements in the Euro- 
pean area, another who took part in 
the broadcast, stated emphatically, 
‘In formulating its policy, the depart- 
ment must have the cooperation of 
everyone in this country, which is a 
safe and sane procedure.’ 

Richard C. Harkness, NBC news 
commentator in Washington, repre- 
sented the public in asking questions 
of the Government officials. His at- 
titude was one of unabashed inquis- 
itiveness, and he refused to be 
brushed-off with answers that were 
not clear to the average person. 
However. much of the effect of sin- 
cerity both by Harkness and the four 
officials on the program was some- 
What obscured by the fact that they 
sounded as if they were reading a 
script which most of them had not 
seen before. Continuity was dimmed 
throughout by hesitations while they 
seemed to be finding their lines in 
the script. 

Dunn described arrangements made 
for the Hull-Molotoy conference in 
Moscow on Oct. 19. He pointed out 
that four weeks were required to 
make arrangements and set plans for 
the confab. even before the Secre- 


| tary left Washington. 


Future broadcasts will bring to the 
microphone practically the entire 
key personnel of the State depart- 
ment, including all four under secre- 
taries of State and many of the divi- 
sion chiefs; Congressional leaders 
and several ambassadors. Program 
next Saturday (15) will include U.S. 
Minister Robert D. Murphy, Ambas- 
sador to England John G. Winant, 
Assistant Secretary of State G. How- 
land Shaw. Stettinius and Harkness. 
George Putnam is announcer. 


Sten. 





‘ON STAGE EVERYBODY’ 

With Johnny Olesen, Fred Cole, De 
Marco Sis, Barbara Bennett, Har- 
monettes, Tommy Hayward, Bob 
Russell, Rita DuBois, Joe Rines 
Orch. 

Director: Ray Knight 

30 Mins.; Sat., 11-11:30 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


Show must be a fulfillment of the 
Blue’s New Year resolution to give 
better breaks to new talent during 
the ensuing annum. Ray Knight has 
rounded up a batch of talent that’s 
been around for some time without 
making any headway in this medium 
and gave them what amounted to a 
public audition. Performers selected 


are not amateurs and consequently 
have more than a nodding acquaint- 
ance with the mike. 

Layout’s preerm matched its laud- 
able objectives, adding up to a lis- 
tenable session although lacking va- 


Spotlight’ | 
On | 


Radio Reviews 


———a aie Continued from page 40 

















riety. Initial program had a profw- 
sion of singers, including the he 
Marco Sisters, Harmonettes, Rita Di). 
Bois, Tommy Russell and Tommy 
Hayward. All these, after a few in- 
troductory remarks about them. 
selves, gave out with nice songsell- 
ing. 

With this kind of lineup, it was 
incumbent upon Johnny Olesen, e; 
cee, and Fred Cole, announcer, to 
gloss over the overabundance of 
warblers. This they did handily 
sprightly script and brief intervie 
with selectees. 


lie 
i 
< 


Show also gives an initial plugging 
to a song which they think will make 


the sheets. Entire company joined 
is on ‘Cheerio’ to wind up the pro. 
ceedings. Joe Rines’ orch did a cred. 


itable job of musical backing. J 


‘GRIFFIN REPORTING’ 
With Alexander R. Griffin 
15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8 p. m. 
SUN SHIPBUILDING CO. 
WIP-Mutual, Philly 

Alexander R. Griffin. vet newsman 
and author of current best-seller, 
‘Ship to Remember,’ has brought to 
the mike the same punch and color 
that is found in his writings. Al. 
though a comparative stranger to the 
air waves (he did a short stint on a 
local station some years ago), Grit 
has discovered he has a voice almost 
tailored for radio, and with a litile 
more experience and some coaching 
should rate high as a commentator. 
He presents the news in the vivid vet 
dispassionate fashion of an exper)- 
enced newspaperman. His factunl 
reporting is a refreshing contrast to 
the hysterical know-it-allness of some 
so-called commentators. Script is ex. 
ceptionally well put together. Com- 
mercials, plugging need for workers 
for Sun Shipyard, are blended 
neatly with rest of program. Show 
is sponsored locally by shipyard: 
sustaining thus far on other stations 
of Mutual on which carried, Sha! 


j 
Ba 


‘BYLINES ON THE SIDELINES’ 
With Rip Collins and Gren Rand 
Sports—Local 

15 Mins. 

SHELL OIL CoO. 

6:30 p.m., Tues and Fri. 

WOKO, Albany 


Potent are the names of the bvy- 


liners here, teaming for the first time 
the popular, successful manager of 
the Albany Eastern League club 
with the broadcaster of its games. 


Yet Rip Collins and Gren Rand do 
not always pack the radio punch 
expected. Biggest sock is when Col- 
lins, member of the original St. Louis 
Cardinals ‘Gas House Gang’ and a 
chap with wide speaking experience, 


is spinning humorous tales of his 
long, colorful career in_ baseball. 
Definitely one of the better story 


tellers among sportscasters, he ap- 
parently ad libs on it. The feeling 
persists, however, that Collins (well 
known in New York and Hollywood 
show circles) can do a better all- 
around broadcasting job. More care- 
ful preparation would help. More 
expert analysis-comment should be 
forthcoming. Collins possesses an 
easy, likeable radio personality, al- 
though by orthodox standards his 
voice is a bit throaty and his diction 
is sometimes a little cloudy. 


Program is divided into four pe- 


riods. Area sports hews and inter- 
views with local coaches are in- 
cluded. In_ spots, the two-man 


format is awkward. Rand, without 
Collins’ background, wit and color, 
is a seasoned miker, crisp and 
articulate. Like Collins, he should 
watch the joshing. Rudy Gruen, 2a 
youthful voice, spiels and pleads for 
Blood Bank donations. Jaco. 





DRAFT STATUS OF 
SPIELER CHALLENGED 


Springfield, Mass., Jan. 11. 


An appeal to the state selective 
service board has been taken by 
Springfield College to get a defer- 
ment for Prof. Hubert Krege!oh, 
WSPR news commentator. Accora- 
ing to Dr. Ernest V. Best, head of the 
college, Kregeloh is vital to the ci''s 
riculum of the college which is train- 
ing air cadets. 

Kregeloh, who is married, nas keen 
placed in 1-A by his West Spring- 
field draft board, following denial of 
an appeal from that board’s decision 
by the county appeals board. Kresc- 
loh, who has not yet taken his phys'- 
cal exam, said he doesn’t expect to 
be called until the state board acts. 
A former commercial traveler in Fu- 
rope, he’s now on the air daily for 
Steiger’s local department store, and 
he formerly did air stints for the 
A. H. Phillips grocery chain aud the 
Chicopee Provision Co. 





‘Mooseheart’ Off Air 
‘Mooseheart,’ program sponsored 
by Loyal Order of Moose emanating 
from Chicago and heard over Mu- 
tual 5-5:30 (EWT) Sundays, wound 
up last Sunday (9), with Mutual 
undecided as to a replacement. 
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Added: Attractions 


Strained relations between bandleaders and some musicians since 


the shortage of musicians has put 


the latter in the driver's seat has 


been responsible for many outbreaks of bad feeling during the past 
few months, but lately disputes have actually broken out during per- 


formances. 
Tommy Dorsey, for one, got into 


an argument with sax player Ernie 


Caceres on the stage of the Paramount theatre, N. Y., New Year’s Eve 


and the musician left the stage during the show. 


Dorsey stopped the 


band in the middle of a number to inform the audience of what was 


going on and publicly fired the musician, 


his horn and stalked off. 


who promptly picked up 


Several weeks before Benny Goodman and alto-sax Hymie Schertzer 


engaged in a dispute during a 


performance at the Earle theatre, Phila- 


delphia, and when the show was over Schertzer packed up and left 


the theatre without giving Goodman notice. 
aware of his absence until Schertzer 


periormance, 

Dorsey parted with his vocalist, 
last week, due to contractual di: 
show last Wednesday (5) 
sien a five-year contract. 
who is under contract to him. 


Teddy Walters, for 
putes. Wa 
after his 
Dorsey substituted again with Jimmy Cook, 


Goodman says he wasn't 
failed to show up for the next 


the second time 
lters left after the final 
manager, Jack Gale, refused to 








ARM Maestro-Manager Contract Form 
On Fire Following Petrillo Huddle: 


American Federation of Musicians ¢ 


called a meeting of band personal 
anagers at its N. Y. offices Monday 
(10) afternoon for the purpose of 
drafting an AFM form contract for 
use between leaders and 
Such agreements now existing be- 
tween those parties are written in 
terms that vary in individual cases 
because the AFM never has offered a 
contract blank of its own. 


Managers who attended, Arthur 
Michaud, Bill Burton, Moe Gale, | 
Milton Ebbins and Jack Philbin 


(others were invited, but were out 
of town), agreed to meet next week 
and outline a form which will be 
forwarded to James C. Petrillo for 
his guidance, 


Decca, AFM In 





Scale Settlement 


Dispute between N. Y. Local 802 
of the AFM, Decca Records and the 
AFM’s national office itself 
musicians’ pay for Decca’s recording 
of pop dises and transcriptions at the 
same time has been settled. Ac- 


cording to all parties, there will be 
no dual recording henceforth; re- 


over 


cordings and transcriptions are to be | 


made at separate sessions for which 
the regular scale of $30 per man for 
three hours of recording and $18 
per man for one hour of transcrib- | 
ing will apply. 

Becca had beén making both types 
of recordings at one time, paying a 
special scale set up by the AFM. To 


this 802. objected because the total | 


salary. accruing to the 
ings if the discing was done sepa- 
rately. 





Tony Pastor Stricken 
By Strep Throat in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11 
Tough luck pursued the Tony Pas- 


tor band opening day (Friday) of its , 


engagement at Stanley. Pastor him- 
self arrived in town with a high tem- 
perature, unable to talk above a 
whisper, and talled a doctor couple 
of hours before first show. Medico 
diagnosed it as a strep throat and 
had maestro removed to Eye and Ear 
hospital, where he was still bedded 
over weekend. May be that he'll be 
unable to show at all this week. 

In Pastor's absence, outfit 
taken over by Charles Trotta, 
peter, but he was in for 
opening show. Right after curtain, 
Trotta received a phone call that his 
wife was ill in New York and 
hopped a plane immediately. to be at 
her bedside. 

That emergency sent Stubby Pas- 
tor, Tony’s kid brother and als» a 
trumpet player, out in front, where 
he'll stay until either Trotta_or the 
older Pastor returns. 


was 
trum- 





General Amus. Corp. took addi- 
tional office space in Radio City last 
week to house its cocktail depart- 
rent. Unable to get adjacent offices, | 
expansion move spilled the cocktail 
froup onto the RKO _ Building’s 
fourth floor, while the main office 
is On the 23rd. 


managers. | 


musicians | 
was not equal to their rightful earn- | 


only the | 





Chicago Jant Sessions 


Jan. 11. 

sessions will debut 
from Kimball Hall on Saturday aft- 
ernoons beginning Jan. 15, 

the direction of Joe Sherman, 
tor of the Downbeat Room in the 
Loop, known here as the ‘Carnegie 
| Hall of Swing’ talent nucleus of the 
initial shows will come from that 
spot and consist of Red Allen, J. C. 
Higginbotham, ‘Stuff’ Smith, Alberta 
Hunter, Don Stovall, Danna Darnell 
and the orchestras of Pete Brown, 
Pancho Villa and Sonny Thompson. 
Other local name musicians will be 
‘added each week. 

| A full hour of each concert will be 
| aired over CBS, to be sponsored by 
| one of three companies now bidding 


| for the show. 


Chicago, 


Series of jam 


Under 


opera- 


CBS executive, is expected to close 
sale of sponsorship this week. 





| 

You Need a Philadelphia 
‘Bookkeeper AND a Lawyer 
‘To Figure This Mess Out’ 


| Some employers of name _ bands | 


are, by their methods of collecting 
' 20°, withholding and social security | 
|taxes from musicians’ salaries, leav- 
|ing themselves wide open to future 


|legal action by the Government, ac- | 
/cording to accountants familiar with | 


| orchestra finances. 


It’s cited that many employers are 
still making deductions the wrong 
way, to avoid too much bookkeeping. 
They take the simplest method of | 
| extracting taxes on the basis of scale, 
not on the salary actually paid a 
| sideman, 
| It’s assumed by this type of buyer 
| that the tax differences between scale 


and the actual salary paid a musician | 


will @¢ome out of the amount left 
over for the maestro, from which 
20‘. is also deducted. They prob- 


ably figure it’s six of one and half 
{dozen of another—the Treasury gets 
) its proper tax whether it comes out 
| of the leader's cash or the sidemen’s 
salaries. (When the 20°, law first 
went into effect all buyers began 
deducting on scale basis, which drew 
a loud wail from maestros since they 
were being forced to partially as- 
sume obligations of their men). 
When tax time rolls around re- 
j}turns are filed which list the over- 
|amounts of 20¢; deductions the leader 
has paid for his men in cases where 
deductions are based on scale (most 


name bands have accountants on sal- | 


jary and they get down to the fine 
| points), and -sooner or later, it’s said, 
jthe Government is going to begin 
| checking up and there'll be plenty of 
headaches due to improper tax ex- 
tractions. 

It’s also pointed out by accountants 
that. though the law is clear enough, 
some spots still don’t know what to 
do with collected tax amounts. One | 
| spot in the midwest has been 
ing tax cash in escrow since the start 
of the 20°, setup. 


Shainir Joins Phillips 
Shirley Shainin 
the Anthony 
booker after 
with General 
assistant to 


last week joined 
Phillips agency as a 
previous association 
Amusement Corp. as 
Harry Kilby and the 


j Dora Maugham office. 


Debut This Saturday | 


Jack Van Volkenburg, | 


hold- ! 


Spivak’s Balk At Disc 
Swap Held Key to Snag 
On Victor-Columbia Deal 


Charlie Spivak claims that the 
swap of maestros worked out several 
weeks ago between RCA-Victor and 
Columbia Records, for which he 
formerly recorded, did not go through 
because he had certain objections. 
Columbia and Victor were 
| ating -a deal whereby six 
| masters by 
Columbia, 
Victor 





negoti- 
unreleased 
Spivak’s 
would be 
in exchange for 
Benny Goodman and Frank 
Sinatra sides the latter company 
holds. These artists formerly were 
with Victor, but now are Columbia 
| property. 


band, held by 


some Xavier 
1C ugat, 


| 
i 
} 


| Spivak asserts the swap didn’t go 
| through because he pointed out to 
Victor the masters held by Columbia 
were made a year and a half ago and 
|couldn’t be representative of his 
| present band. He says he'd rather 

have no discs on the market. Co- 
umbia, during the negotiations, had 
| turned down the Cugat and all but 
| two of the Goodman sides Victor of- 
|fered in the exchange and was in- 

sisting on two Sinatra masters to 
| complete the deal. 


— 


Columbia executives 
| reached for 
| negotiations. 


couldn't be 
comment on the final 


‘Tommy Dorsey's 


1246 Plus % In 
2 Theatre Dates 


Tommy Dorsey is being booked for 
theatres in the east at coin that prob- 
ably no other 
gotten, with the exception of Kay 
Kyser, who is looked upon now more 
|as a radio personality than as a pop 
|; bandleader. Dorsey already has two 
weeks booked and may play six 
more before returning to Hollywood, 
bookings having been made to fill 
in the time left open by the can- 
cellation of his Ford radio commit- 
ment, 

Dorsey is drawing guarantees of 
| $12,500 weekly at the Stanley the- 
atre, Pittsburgh (Jan. 28), and Earle 
| theatre, Philadelphia, against a per- 








| figure and then an additional privi- 
|lege of a 50-50 split above another 
figure. As it works out he'll be | 
drawing what amounts to a 50-50 | 
split from the first dollar. 

Between the time Dorsey finishes 
jhis current stay at the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y., and th@® Stanley. open- 
ing he will take an eight-day vaca- 
| tion, for which he has turned down | 
one-nighter and narty bids amount- 
ing to $25,000. Leader was ill part 
of last week, Gene Krupa directing 
the band in his absence. 


COUNT BASIE DUE 
FOR LINCOLN RETURN 








Count Basie’s orchestra probably 
will return to the Lincoln Hotel, 
N. Y.. in April as a result of the 


| run that ended New Year's Day. Basie 
is booked for the Roxy, N. Y., some- 
time in February or March and on} 
this date depends his return to the 
hostelry. It’s figured for 
April 8. 
signed, 

Basie drew 
recent stay at the Lincoln, 
Maria Kramer. operator, 
charges and taxes. His 
it’s understood, calls for a 
crease, 


Mrs. 
paying wire 
next 
salary in- 


Sacks, ‘Wallerstein To 
Coast on Post-War Plans 


Manie Sacks, head 
| Recording’s N. Y. 
Wallerstein, president of the com- 
pany. leave for California Friday 
(14) to formulate post-war plans for 
Coast 

Among the things being considered 
is a physical expans ion of the Coast 


plant. 


of Columbia 
office, and Ted 


production. 


Vincent  Ochaesky, 
a quick return to 
Pittsburgh. He was there three 
weeks ago with Jan Savitt in the 
Frank Sinatra show, and back again 
j last week with Benny Goodman. 


- 


made 
theatre, 


drummer, 
Stanley 


turned over to} 


name band has ever | 


centage of the gross up to a certain | 


i strong biz it encountered during the | 


around , 
Contracts are not yet! 


$2.250 weekly for his | 


| Hurt in Auto Mishap. 


date. | 


Feb. 1 Answer By 


Treasury Seen 


On ‘Independent Contractor’ Status 





Shaw Goes 1 Way, Band 
Another Via Navy Orders 


Artie Shaw may have been sep- 
arated permanently from the naval 
band he took through a long tour of 
| South Pacific fighting fronts last sum- 
}mer and fall. Shaw is still in San 
| Francisco, where he was assigned 
after the expiration of the outfit’s 





| 30-day leave, which was granted the 
| outfit’s personnel after returning to 
this country late in November. 


Bandsmen were given orders to re- 
port to Lido Beach, L. I., where they 
have been for several weeks. 
nothing definite to 
| cate a splitup of the leader and his 
organization beyond the fact that 
post-leave orders took the men in 
one direction and Shaw in another. 


There's indi- 


Dick Stabile Builds 
All-Reed Band For 
Coast Guard; on WNEW 


Dick Stabile. ex-bandleader, now 
|in charge of all music in the N. Y. 
|area for the U. S. Coast Guard, 1s 
| currently building a CG orchestra 
patterned after Shep Fields’ all-} 
reed combination. Stabile will use 
| four rhythm and nine reeds, instru- 
jmentation identical with 
| Fields, and begins a weekly radio 
pete am this Sunday (16) on 
| W NEW, N. Y., 1-1:30 p.m. 

Ri. get ihe Stabile outfit 

Ids has loaned the 
ei of arrangements tailored for 
his band, now playing at Frank | 
, Dailey’s Terrace Room, Newark. In 
| addition to the CG outfit, the WNEW 
program will include Sidney Caesar, 
| comedian; Harry Rosenthal, 
harmonica quartet led by 
Smith. Stabile will direct 


started | 
former a 


jand a 
Homer 
and m.c. 


BILLY BISHOP HAS 
AN ALL 4-F BAND 


that 





Billy Bishop has arrived at 
enviable stage for 
he has an all 4F crew. 

Band bows out of the Belvedere, 
| meattlenens,.¥ Jan. 18, and heads for the 
|Highland Casino, Quincy, Ill, the 
2\st, 
ment at the Schroeder 
waukee. 





hotel, 





Hold Off Regular + Policy 
At 2 Pennsy Danceries 


Valencia Ballroom, York, Pa., 
Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pa.. both of which 


and 
Pottstown, 
resumed name- 


band operation over the holidays as | 


| tests to determine future policy, did 
| well at the b.o., but won't return to 
regular operation at the present. 
| Jan Garber, who played the Valencia 
New Year's night,. went $300 
his percentage privilege for owner 
Sadie Tassia, and Bob Allen, at Ray 
i Hartenstein’s Sunnybrook, is said to 
| have done well, too, 

Sunnybrook, off the beaten 
and difficult for patrons to reach 
with little gasoline, will operate oc- 
casionally with local bands and play 
big names whenever they can be 
bought. Valencia’s immediate future 
ditto. 


track 





‘ 


3 in Goodman Band 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Three members of the Benny 
Goodman band, playing the Stanley 
| theatre last week, were injured 
when their automobile skidded and 
overturned on the 
Pike. 

Charles Frankhouser, 
Was ington, 
Hospital with head lacerations, and 
while improving was unable to 
leave town with the orch when its 
Stanley engagement ended. 
horn-tooters from Local 60 replaced 
him for the remainder of the week. 
The other two musicians. Albert 
Klink, and Edward Rosa. escaped 
with only minor bruises. Toey were 
treated at the hospital and 
to their hotels shortly 


trumpeter, 


after. 


Dave Aliyn, vocalist yan with 
Paul Mariel, replaces service-bound 
Charlie Karrol!] with Henry Jerome's 
orchestra at Pelham 


| N. Y., tonight ‘Wednesday ), 


that of | 


singer, | 


a band leader— | 


to be followed by an engage- | 
Mil- | 


into | 


icy Stubenville | 


was removed to Mercy | 


Various | 


sent back 


Heath Inn, 


Treasury Department last week as- 
sured band agency executives that 
'an answer to last summer’s applica- 
|tion for ‘independent contractor’ 
| ; 

; status for name bandleaders could be 
| expected before Feb. 1. Since some- 
time last August the Treasury has 
been mulling a plan fathered by a 


7% 
? 
! 

' 


committee of agency men by which 
; bandleaders using more than eight 
sidemen could be cited as inde- 


pendent contractors, henceforth li- 
| able for social security payments for 
their men, but not subject to 20°; 
individual 


who 


tax aedcuctions as 
ployees of those 
} ban ds 

| Soon after the Treasury 
ithe application by the 
| the- American 
sicians filed a 
mer’s 


em- 
hire their 


received 
agency men 
Federation of Mu- 
rebuttal to the for- 
argument. AFM has consis- 
tently fought any attempts to side- 
track its Form B contract, which 
cites all musicians, leaders and side- 
men as emplovees of 
their music, 


anyone buying 
as a means of protecting 


the less affluent leader who can ill 
afford to pay social security taxes 
for his musicians. Agency commit- 
tee’s plan, as outlined, does not at- 
tempt to disturd the small leader's 
present status under Form B. It 


seeks only to single out a 100 or so 
| better-earning maestros who can af- 
|ford these payments and mark them 
as independent contractors, 


Lyman’s USO Trip 
Off Agin, On Agin 


Abe Lyman 
Shows, Ine., 
week over 
| er’s 


and 
were 


USO - Camp 
arguing all last 
cancellation of the lead- 
projected trip overseas, which 
was to have begun soon. Lyman and 
| the USO cancelled plans for the trip 
last week for the second time after 
ithe leader insisted that his men be 
paid for the time they would lay off 
between the closing at°the Essex 

House, N. Y., Jan. 6, and the start 
of the trip. USO answered Lyman’s 
demand by asserting it would ac- 
|cept no salary obligations until the 
| band actually left the U. S. 

USO stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the trip had been revived and 
plans may be consummated by to- 
day. If all goes well Lyman may 
b2 given a new starting dae for a 
five-week tour. This will be the 
| third scheduled take-off time as- 
signed to him since he and the USO 
—_ negotiations last summer, 


| 


Lyman’s band has not worked 
| since closing at the Essex House 
| Jan. 6, and has no immediate book- 


ings. It has rone, until it returns to 
the Essex House early in April. 


GRACIE BARRIE GIVES UP 
BAND FOR SOLO WORK 


Barrie will disband her 
following a date at the 
Palace theatre, 
week 


into 





Gracie 
orchestra 
Youngstown, O., next 
(18-20) and intends going back 
circulation as a soloist. She 
was partially influenced into giving 
up the band by several radio offers 
for herself alone and is said to be 
dickering for a N. Y. nitery spot. 


Barrie took over her hus- 
band’s (Dick Stabile) orchestra early 
last year when he went into the 
Coust Guard and has been on the 
road in theatres, on one-nighters and 
ever since. She has had 
trouble keeping the band together 
lately due to the musician shortage, 
|the major reason for giving it up. 


Miss 


locations 





Osborne Resumes 


Will Osborne resumes work Fri- 
day (14) at the State theatre. Hart- 
ford, after a rest prescribed by his 
physician, and has been booked with 
his reorganized band into the Capitol 
theatre, N. ~Y., following Lionel 
Hampton. Latter date is indefinite 
‘s figured about mid-February. 

Osborne got into N. Y. last weck 
from Fiorida, He put his band, con- 
sisting of virtuaily the same men be- 
fore it temporarily disbanded, into 
rehearsal Monday (9). Mary Ann, 
vpcalist with the band prior to Mari- 
jiyn Duke, is back with the leader, 


but i 


a 
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Mclntyre Nice $25,000, Chi; Pastor 


Hot 216, Pitt; Monroe Big 24G, Nwark 





(Estimates for This Week) 
Charlie Barnet, New York A ld Se N y 
2.756: 35-$1.10)—With Ella Mi ae | Au t in 
Morse, others, on stage, and “Destina- | 


: reorgie : s orchestra goes into 
tion Tokyo’ (WB). Mighty combina- Georgie Auld’s © ™ 8 


, 

tion of stageshow and feature bring- | the Commodore hotel, nN. Y., Feb. 3, 

ing sensational business, with first | following the current Enric Madri- 

holdover session appearing $62,000 or | suera Auld’s stay will be for six 

near. Over New Year's week an] ang he may be followed vy 

all-time high of $77,000 was chalked Vaue Jonroe, who is a bi-annual! 

up iX ¢ € OSU S$ Ce Lil 
Gracie Barrie, Indianapolis (Circle: | Roo 

2.800; 40-65) With So’s You U Auld plavea the Commodore be- 

(U) and Three Stooges, othe! re wit! e band e lea betore 

stave. Band is clincher for this s nine i agenetin However, at that 

whi will do a nice $15,500, brea! ' my e was orking relief for Mor 

ing new, higher seaie tfit. which haa a raqaio com- 
Jimmy Dorsey, Ne York (R 

5 886: 55-$1.10)—With Bill Robi 

on stage and “G ng All Here’ (20 ) 

“inished third veek last night J t St B d B k 

a iesday ) at strong $72,000 a d gor US in one an rea S 


another New Year's stanza wa 
$116.000, big 


| Up After Roosevelt, Wash. 


Tommy Dorsey, New York (Pa tin Stone’s orchestra broke up 
amount 3.664: 35-$1.10 )—Wilt “Ric 1 last eek upon the con ple tion ota 
ng High’ (Pat Substantial $58,000 te at the Roosevelt hotel, Wash- 
.: nabbed for the thira I! e end ) - £ Stone only organized 
ast night (Tuesd H 1 couple 1 a debuting at the 

Ta ee I aing Ne Ye ct € N | fol ) 

to sock $100,000. ‘ tel { t Roo 

Glen Gray, Boston (RKO Boston; | both operated by Mrs. Maria 


~ 


200: 44-99)—Plus 
Ladd and Bob Lyon, 


Helen Barret, | » 
Ames and Arno 


ramefr, 


Breakup may be temporary, ho‘ 


tage, and ‘Son of Dracula’ (U).| ever, as Stone is supposed to be set 
Casa Loma band name still okay! for a spring date at Frank Dailey’s 
} bouts. but film is considered Terrace Room, Newark. 

strong contribution to good $25,000 


Lionel Hampton, Providence | 


ropolitan: 3,200; 36-59 )—With This Ie Irving Berlin Awarded 


poe te Good $6,000 12 | Medal as Morale Builder 


: , ‘ ‘ Irving Berlin, now abroad with 
Richard Himber, New York (Cap- Th . Is the Army.’ has been award- 
itol: 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn get geee en cb ‘ “oh 

’ ’ . > ha 5A ve > want i Ags " 
Grayson, Lou Holtz and ‘Rags’ Rag- ed the American Hebi Magazine | 


promotion of 
between 


: = ’ .' gold medal for 
land in person and ‘Guy Named Joe’ ° 


pgs 5 understanding Christians 
(M-G) Current 


(3d) = looks and Jews in America. Award was 
big $68,000 New Year's week got | based on his ‘tremendous theatrical 
terrific $84,000. contributions to the morale of the 

Johnny Long, Chicago (Chicago; | nation’ because his songs are an ex- 
4.000; 50-85)—With ‘Young Ideas’ | pression of bettér unders 


tanding for 
races, creeds and religions. 

Medal, last year, 

| Wer dell Willkie, 


(M-G). 
band. 


Neat $40,000, mainly on the | al] 
was given to 


Clyde Lucas, and in 1941 to Sec- 


3,000; 


Omaha 
20-65 )\—Plus 


(Orpheum: 





15 Top Music Sellers 
in 1943 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Army Air Corpé.....i..: Fischer 


As Time Goes By........Harms 
Comin’ Wing Prayer....Robbins 
Cried Last Night... . .CPiy 
For Me and Gal........ .Mills 
I Heard Song Before....Mayfair 
In My Arms . Pacific 
Johnny Zero.............Santly 
PGES TO ibs cn aamesees Marks 
Pistol Packin’ Mama..... Morris 


Put Arms Around Me. Broadway 


Star Spangled Banner .Miller 
Sun., Mon., Always . Mayfair 
There Are Such Things Embassy 
You'll Never Know BVC 








quired 
} of the Old 97’ 
and RCA-Victo 
the melody 
cdispute Sey 
vid George 


ship 


11 


months ahead of 
due to its fiscal 


better | 


pov er 


ager of Raymond Scott, 
Music Co., 
ager 
with 
| backer of 

summer by 


Shapiro-Bernstein Gets 


Copyright o on Old a7 


1e pee t to The 
Fred W 


r, who jointly 


from 


since the 
eral years 
Graves claimed 
Henry Witter, Charles W 


and Fred J. Lewey were 


Victor’s Royalty Divyy 
RCA-Victor last 
ithe of the" 


ctors aduistribution is 


year ending in No- | 
vember, 
Payments, of course, were lower 


than normal due to the inability of 
Victor to keep up with the demands | 
of the disc 


varket. All other 
faced with the sar 


p! oblen 


es are 


Best Joins Noble Music 
Allen Best, former 
i oe, 
last week. 
Victor 


general 


Abrahams, 
the firm 


Best split with Scott the week be- 


| fore, 
{ 


Wreck 
Hager 
owned 
settlement of a 
ago when Da- 
author- 
Pow- 
adjudged 


week ¢ ed 
checks for six 
’42-'43 fiscal period. | 
always aj 
the other companies, | 


com- 
ne man- | 


| picked off 3,600 payees last trip. 


personal man- | 
joined Noble | 
man- | 
Deal was arranged 
financial 
organized last | 
songwriter Buck Ram 
and in which Ram is a partner. 


| around 4,800 last week. 








‘Tartu’ (M-G). retary of State Cordell Hull. 

Fairish $14,000 with small help from shit nichneshcnctapacisatiiicaagiae 
picture. nee 

Hal McIntyre, Chicago (Oriental: | Bonny Maskett, ex-NBC house 
3.200: 33-69)—Plus ‘She’s for Me’ (U) | °°" netist, has joined Dixieland band 
and Smiley Burnette on stave. Ex- | for road tour of Katherine Dunham's 
cellent $25,000. oe ee ‘Tropical Revue. 

Carlos Molina, Washington (Cap- | ——— 
itol; 3,434; 30-66 )—Plus ‘True to Life’ 
(Par) 


Nice $23,000 with not 


much 
help from picture 


1,950; 35-99)-— With ‘Deerslayer’ 
(Rep) and three vaude acts. Terrific 
$24,000 or thereabouts, band account- 
ing for most of haul. 

Tony Pastor, Pittsburgh (Stanley: 


the director, Dr. John G. Peatman. 


listed below.] 


3.800; 30-75 )—With ‘Whistling Brook- | 

lyn’ (M-G), Band is leaderless this people Will Say We're In Love...... 

week, with Pastor in local hospital | You'll Never | SN etait eral 

with strep throat. But strong $21.000 | Brazil ................ SE Pee 5 

is in prospect. That Old Black Magic ...... 
Tommy Tucker, Philadelpnia’ As Time Goes By 


(Farle; 2,768; 35-85) — Affected by 
slight dip in trade around town but 
okay $23,500 with only slight 
from ‘Pistol Packin’ Mamma’ 
Hal Le Roy, Frank Gaby, 


Sunday, Monday or Always ...... 
I've Heard That Song Before 
Don't Get Around Much 
‘an’'t Be Wrong. 


assist 
(Rep). 


eancamnin e 
others, on, It ¢ 


Stage, |Comin’ In on a Wing and a “Pr ayer 
— PE SEE 46 SES hea nee eoeae ed cir awe ae 
Put Your Arms Around Me, Hon ey 


‘Frankie Carle began rehearsing Taking a Chance on Love 
his new band in N. Y. yesterday | In the Blue of Evening 
(Tuesday), preparing it for its debut My Heart Tells Me 





at the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y.. in; i caer ea Get GR ik. cee th ie ea 
February. Warren Pear] managing! Pistol Packin’ Mama . 
band. (I Heard You Cried Last Night ea 
- How Sweet You Are ...... 





| Index over national radio network. 
Begin the Beguine . 
Blue Skies 
Star Dust ... 
Night and Day 

| Embraceable You 

y Loves Me .... 

{ Smoke Gets In Your Eyes 

| All the Things You Are 

Tea for TWO ....eseececeees 

| Hallelujah 
PTO: osc cv twccberssvtawae 

| Just One of Those Things 
Oh, Lady Be Good 
Where or When ... 
{I Know That You Know 


4 STAR SENSATION 





MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 


LS MUS Oe 


JEKN RUBINI 














| Army Air Corps 


(The above 


Theatre, Seattle: then Caunda, |issue of ‘Variety.’) 











You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To. 


re ee ee ee 


se eee 


World Famous Anchors Aweigh Aiea SAT 
VIOLINIST AND CONDUCTOR Staring! MURR, <5sducctsscavnaess 
Just returned from entertaining dart) 0 ayn. 
fighting bove in the South fncitie. | Over There coe erercesreoereenseeses 
New at Salt Lake City; Ely, Nevada; | | Semper POTEAU 2 ccvivesvece 
Spokane, Wash. Dec. 27, Palomar 


= one a sn | Top Tunes of 1943 


{From the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index report of Jan. 5, 1944, | 
by the Office of Research-Radio Division and reproduced by permission of | 


The top 20 song hits, as determined by 
audience coverage over national radio networks fay the year 


POPULAR 


. Crawford 
.BVC 
Southern 
.Famous 

.. Harms 

... Mayfair 

. Chappell 

..Mayfair 
Robbins 
.Harms - 

. Robbins 
.Marks 

.. Broadway 

..Feist 

. oD 

..BVC 

ee Paramount 
..-Mayfair 

biisae 4s 06 ole 

ee es er er Remick 


TOP STANDARDS OF 1943 
| The favorite 15 standards of 1943, as determined by Audience Coverage 


..Harms 
...Berlin 
Ley eg SC Mills 
ae nak nee Harms 
b swede eakbuce kates New World 

(viata tone 

een Ae Harms 
ever Chappell 


MWigane-ets eeaiaewns om Harms 
Linvvernchs vekudeneethie Harms 
Per errr: Tere. Chappell 
Se errs Pee eee Harms 


Harms 
Harms 
(beee sas vbcns Gee 


errr ee Fischer 


sececBeccconeeeeoseses Robbins 
Litebeanseteede eS eNAes USMC 


Te 
pal Sam Fox 


verified listings corrects some of the listing in the Jan. 5 


Bands at Hotel B.O.s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by wame bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel. give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Vast Covers 
Band lotel Played Week On Daio 
Ray Heatherton. Bitimere: (400; $1-$1.50). iagsgenen ae 1,150 42.050 
Lani MeclIntire*.. Lexington (300; 715c-$1.50 Vee 100 1,925 179.925 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) Siksnad a 2,175 8,625 
Charlie Spivak...Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)...... <. -s 3,425 = 11,225 
Mavier Cuget ... Weir’ CGB0: GE) .cikiccccsccarcnes 9 2 800 7.350 
Jan Garber.. . asetiOOIm (B7Ge Bi-G1 BO). 20. .ccccccce 1 1,100 1,100 
\Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)....... ios 2a 2 300 33 995 
| Enric Madriguera Commodore (400: $1-$1.50)...... . § 900 10.495 
* Aste? ] ! licate a s pporting floor show New Yorker and Biltn ore 
ve ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoritc/ 
Chicago 
Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Roon 


Blac e hotel: 400: $2.50 n ). Bo 


shu an Marco hovering around 


i Renee De 


very good 3,600 
Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Calloway hittin’ the high spots here with excellent 7,300. 


Duke Ellington (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 750: 


$3.50-$4 min.). 
Newest night spot needs time to catch on, but Ellington did okay 3,500 
Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Joy holding up business here with fine 


5,000. 


Eddie Oliver (Marine Edgewater 


cover charge, plu 


Room, 


Beach hotel: 
S $] 95 mit ) 


1,100: 50¢ and 75e 


nin Oliver did big 7,900 last week 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Wil- 
d é g end of long run, pulled aro | 7,400 
Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Post-holiday letdown not 
too noticeable and count won't be far off 4,000 covers. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900: $1-$1.50) Solid here and optioned 


another six weeks Held pre-holiday pace at 3.850 covers last week. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). Harry James’ 
'slick crew On the stand and they added up a brisk 28,000 admishes last 
week. Sammy Kaye on deck Feb. 8 

Frankie Masters (Trianon B, Southgate, sixth week). Rocking along 


for a smart count of 

his band in Jan. 12. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy 

the floor good for 
Alvino Rey ‘(C 


6,700 tabs. Horace Heidt, owner of the spot, brings 


Maxie’s N, Los Angeles, 10t} 
smacko 5,200 customers 


asa Manana N, Culver City). Back for 


week). Harris and 
show 


the weekends and 


(Chicago) 


Lou Breese 650: $3-$3.50 min.). 


(Chez Paree; 


Joe E. Lewis and Breese 
continue to turn ’em away. Capacity 5,800. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.), Courtney building; did 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebovres 
throughout the country as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 








1943, are 
| 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Beautiful Morning (23) (Crawford). { Frank Sinatra . Columbia 


wef Be SOME oc cctcescs Decca 
a . ” - { Glen Gray Per 
2. My Heart Tells Me (7) (BVC).......... Fn REO kis cc coees cues Hit 


{ Andrews Sisters 
{ Ella Mae Morse.. 
{ Jimmy Dorsey 


3. Shoo-Shoo Baby (3) ee | 


..-Capitol 


(Leeds) 


4. Besame Mucho (1) (Melodylane).. ooscee- Decca 


eee Re BOM. xtnccanss 30 
5. Pistol Packin’ Mama (23) (Morris)..... ae iene ae 
6. For First Time (7) (Shapiro)........ ere we. ee Decca 
7. ll Say (17 eo { Bing Crosby ieascan Decca 
7. People Will Say (17) (Crawford)....... | Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 
8. Victory Polka (9) (Chappell).............Andrews-Crosby .Decca 
9. How Sweet You Are (2) (Remick)....... mee BENG  scccasices Decca 
10. Sunday, Monday, Always (21) (Mayfair). { Bing Crosby ......... wares 


{Frank Sinatra ...C 
OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 
Paper Doll (30) (Marks) 


olumbia 


{hemes + ed gOeARO eR EAD Mills Bros. ...........Decca 

ne ne , ae { Jimmy Dorsey, ....... Decca 
They're Either Too Young (5) (Witmark).. (Jan Garber ..”... oe Hit 
Put Arms Around Me (21) (Broadway)... ) Dick Kuhn ......... - Decca 


“** (| Dick Haymes ........Decca 


RE SRAMOAE. Vase di sh dan terdstadnesaaiee Guy Lombardo ,......Decca 


, Easy 








No Love, No Nothin’ (BVC)................. Jan Garber ..... eneeacsceees 
Boogie-Woogie ............. Te vee ..TOmmy Dorsey ......Victor 
Holiday For Strings (BVC)....... .Dave Rose . Victor 
peak LGW (Chappell). . wsescaseessedsses sone Guy Lombardo ..Decca 
we Dee SEU) iwi du deua wets ccanveses Jimmy Dorsey . Decca 

+ ~ 

Musicraft Extends | eS eeeeaea 
Musicraft, recording company 


which has done very little pop work | 
beyond occasional releases of hits | 
turned out during the ban period, 
like ‘Der Feuhrer’s Face,’ is aiming | 
for a roster of pop artists in band, ! 


In the Music 
The Mo 


Business 


e VALUABLE 


TUNE-DEX 


song field, etc. It signed Phil Brito 
to a three-year contract last week, 


| 
and the singer will cut his first four | Can Be to You 
sides tomorrow (Thursday) at Mu-| 
zak’s N. Y. studios, accompanied by 


w Available 
Paul Lavalle’s orchestra. 








Musicraft at various times has| 
been in the classical, hill-billy and | 
party records end of recording. 
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ROBBINS MUSIC 
CORPORATION 


MURRAY BAKER, 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


HARRY LINK, 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


MILLER MUSIC 
+ CORPORATION 


LON MOONEY, 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Favorable WLB Report Seen Soon 
By Columbia, Victor in Disc Case 


Decision of the War Labor Board 


P { 
on the attempt by Columbia Records | 


and RCA-Victor to alleviate the disc! 


controversy which still exists be-| 
tween those companies and the AFM}! 


was not delivered as expected last 
Thursday (6), Findings of the WLB 


are expected momentarily, howeve 


There is a feeling of optimis! 


among executives of the two com- 


ies. There is 


pat 10 apparent reason 
for the feeling that the WLB decis 
will favor them, however. 


This optimism is apparent in talk 


these executives have had lately with 
bandleaders under contract to them 
who are becoming more impatient 


daily because they afe being kept| 
from the all-important record mar-| 
ket while rivals working for Decca, | 
which settled with the AFM last No- 
vember, and Hit and Capitol are re-| 
cording. Some of these leaders are 
now thinking of doing single dates 
for independent outfits if the WLB 
decision doesn’t remedy the Colum- 
bia-Victor situation, regardless of 
whether they can obtain permissio: 

for such moves. 


Another situation looming, if the) 
WLB’'s report is negative and 
two disc outfits don’t settle, is the 
expiration of contracts between radio 
stations and the AFM. These pacts 
expire Feb. 1 and radio men have 
felt all along that Petrillo would 
refuse to negotiate new agreements} 
and might possibly pull all music off! 
the air if the controversy isn’t settled 
by then. Columbia is affiliated with 
Columbia Broadcasting and Victor is 
ditto with NBC. 

Disc companies got their expected | 
break in shellac allotments last week. | 
Government informed the industry | 
that henceforth an extra 30% of its 
pre-war consumption would be allo-| 
cated to supplement the 20% hereto- 
fore allowed. This extra 30° can 
not, however, be drawn from stocks 
each outfit has on hand. It must be} 
bought from an over-supply now in| 
Government hands. This increase in| 
shellac will not increase production. | 
It will simply allow the companies to} 
produce a more durable and better- 
playing disc than they have since the 
war started. 


IRWIN DASH FOLLOWS 
CONNELLY TO ENGLAND 


After several attempts to get back 
to England, Irwin Dash is now set 
to resume as head of his music pub- 
lishing interests in London—the 
Dash Co., Connelly-Dash & Co., etc. 

Both he and Reg Connelly, for a 
time, sought to keep active in the 
U. S. with similarly named outfits, 
but the Petrillo situation had 
stymied tie ambitions of most small 
or newly-starting publishers. And so 
Dash sold his catalogs to divers mu- 
sic firms, including ‘Silver Wings in 
the Moonlight,’ which has gone 
365,000 copies in England, and which 
Miller Music has taken over. 

Connelly returned to London 
some months ago, also after a num- 
ber of delays in getting passage. It 
was tougher for Dasn to do so as 
he, unlike his partner, is an Ameri- 
can although long domiciled abroad. 


the 




















Skylar Recovers ‘Cry’ 
Tn Liew of Royalties 


we) Se ee ..Marks 
My Heart Tells Me........ BVC 
Beautiful Morning..... Crawford 
Shoo Shoo Baby..........Leeds 
For Firet Tene... disses Shapiro 
My SRORiias cs 5:d4520 Paramount 
My Shining Hour........ Morris 





j 
| 


Sonny Skylar, songwriter and | 
singer, has recovered the copyright 
» ‘Don't Cry,’ which he wrote and| 
\ ( \ origl al y pu lished DY | 
Walton Goldman, Inc., N. Y., which 
ided last summer Skylar was 


owed approximately $4,000 in royal- 


ties by Goldman when the company | 


j ++ ¢ esct . 
issea out Ol existence, a 


‘ 


f payment Skylar accepted the 1 
ir! f the tune 

While in the Goldman catalc 
‘Don't Cry’ BMI-license 


through that firm’s affiliation with 
Broadcast Music. Since its return to 
Skylar, who is now an ASCAP mem- 
ber, the melody is no longer playable 
by stations licensed only by BMI. 


Johnny Black, Sr., Dies 
Broke Amidst Fight For 





Royalties to Son’s ‘Doll 


Hamilton, O., Jan. 11. 


| 
| 


- Small Pubs Seek 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 8) 


Say Prayer............Southern 
Victory Polka..........Chappell 


People Will Say.......Crawford 


Either Too Young......Witmark 
How Sweet You Are....Remick | 
Pistol Mama Mayfair 
No Love, Nothin’......Triangle 
Put Arms, Honey......... B’way 











Tremendous biz now being done by | 
both big and small publishers has | 


| caused unusual dickerings for —) 


| logs in Tin Pan Alley. 


| catalogs, but smaller publishers, with 


| 


John L. Black, 84-year-old retired | 


nusician and vaudevillian, who, al- 
though mentally and physically inca- 
pacitated, stood to receive or partic- 


ipate in royalties from sheet music, 


re ds and other sales of ‘Paper 
Doll,’ composed in 1915 by his now 
deceased son, Johnny Black, Jr., died 
Jan. 4 in a local boarding house, 


where, through income from an old- 


age pension, he had lived since the} 
1936. | 


death of his composer-son in 

Payment of accrued and future 
royalties, which will run well into 
five figures, is being withheld pend- 
ing clarification of the legal status 
of the heirs of Johnny Black’s estate, 
which at the time of his death 
amounted to only $100, despite his 
composition of the earlier success, 
‘Dardanella,’ in which Black collab- 
orated with Felix Bernard. Clinton 
Egbert, attorney and guardian of the 
elder Black, filed suit in common 
pleas court here a fortnight ago 
seeking to determine which of two 
women, if either, was the composer's 
lawful wife. 

Shortly after death of the elder 
Black, Harry Wonnell, local attorney 
and administrator of the composer’s 
estate, signified his intention of ap- 
pearing before the U. S. district 
court for southern district of New 
York, to force an accounting with 
Marks, whose contract with Johnny 
Black is said to have expired last 
Dec. 8, but who, the administrator 
claims, has failed to file an account- 
ing or make remittances, despite re- 
peated claims, Marks. is reported 
to have entered into a contract last 
spring with the elder Black, who 
had up to the time of his death re- 
ceived less than $1,000 in small sums. 
He left no immediate relatives. 


Although ‘Dardanella’ made song- 
writing history, its author sold it, 
too, for only $25. The song has been 
credited with earning $1,000,000. 
After bringing suit against the pub- 
lisher, Fred Fisher, Black reportedly 
realized $12,000 as his share. 


IT ee 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| the 

















| 
Most unusual, however, is the fact} 
| 


that in some cases it’s not large pub-| 


lishers who are dickering for smaller 


plenty of cash reserve, wanting to 
buy into larger houses. 





Shapiro-Bernstein Asks 
U.S. Supreme Court To 
Review ‘Caissons’ Case 


Shapiro-Bernstein has _ instructed 
its attorneys to apply for a writ of 
certiorari to have the U. S. Supreme 
court review the recent decision of 
Massachusetts circuit court of 
appeals against S-B re ‘Caissons Go 
Rolling Along.’ 

Circuit court recently ruled against 
S-B, which had begun suit against 
E. C. Schirmer, Boston music pub- 
lisher, in an effort to force Schirmer 
to stop publishing the tune on the 
theory that Brig, Gen. Edmund L. 
Gruber, its composer, had assigned 
the copyright to Frederick C. Mayer 
and Phillip Egner, who used it in a 
compilation of West Point songs pub- 
lished by S-B. 

Circuit court ruled that Gruber 
had given Mayer and Egner per- 
missi6n only to use the martial mel- 
ody in their folio, which did not con- 
stitute an assignment of copyright. 


E. C. MILLS, RESIGNED 
FROM SPA, GOES H’ WOOD 


Resignation of E. Claude Mills as 
general manager of the Songwriters 
Protective Association became of- 
ficial Jan. 5, when the SPA coun- 
cil met and accepted. It is under- 
stood Mills leaves office Jan. 31. 
Council plans to leave the office un- 
occupied in the future, with the 
members of the ceuncil and SPA’s 
members running the organization. 

Mills has left for Hollywood for a 
combined rest and business trip. 











Crescendo Music Corp. chartered 
to conduct music publishing business 
in New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. 





|My Shining Hour—?7‘Sky’s the Limit’ 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs — 


Following list of the most played popular tunes 


the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Jan. 3-9 from § 
p.m. to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents the 


first approximately 24 leaders in alphabetical order 


are ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains 
the ‘also rans,’ but notated in arithmetical erder. The compilations em. 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by 
WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by 
Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the music pub- 


lishing industry. 
TITLE 

SME EIEN ins sine 26 K9. 8.04 Wea SER Mbw es wee tke 
er eee eek ceed e sake ae ewes aed wk 
Candlelight and Wine—j‘Around the World’... 
Don't Sweetheart Me 
ee aoe Gi hdaise dee kas eKE DESEO KE ROS 
Have I Stayed Away Too Long? 
Holiday for Strings TTTrtTe er Seer er 
How Sweet You Are—j‘Thank Lucky Stars’ ....... 
I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink—?‘Higher and Higher’.... 
Is My Baby Blue Tonight 


I’ve Had This Feeling Before—j‘Show Business’. tie sie 


eT rr re ere err ree ree 
My Heart Tells Me—j‘Rosie O’Grady’ . 
Bee SOON < vars tivecc ates ama a eee tans Gow xOnneeren 
No Love No Nothin’—7‘Gang’s All Here’ 
Oh, What a Beautiful Morning—*‘Oklahoma’ 
Old Acquaintance—?‘Old Acquaintance’ ......... 
People Will Say We’re In Love—*‘Oklahoma’........ 
Shoo Shoo Baby—?‘Three Cheers For Boys’... 
Speak Low—*‘One Touch of Venus’ 
MS ee ON | er er rere 
Surrey With Fringe on Top—*‘Oklahoma’....... 
Waen THO) AOE BROUL TOU: biciis sc oo00000 009000 beo 
You're the Rainbow—?‘Riding High’ 


ee eee eee een eee 


on the networks for 


(in some cases there 


PUBLISHER 
...Melodylane 
. »shapiro 
Miller 
..Advance 
Shapiro 
Famous i 
BVC f 
. .Remick 
T. B. Harms 
Broadway i 
.Santly 
Lincoln 
sea Ve 
Tree Paramount 
a teed Morris 
eet Triangle 
Se Crawford 
ee Witmark 
re ee Crawford 
.. Leeds 
. Chappell 
$saeer Feist 
. Crawford 





a Berlin 


..Paramount 


MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 


In a Friendly Little Harbor 

Take It Easy—7‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ .............. 
Lovety Way to Spend Evening—7‘Higher and Higher’, 
Can't You Do Friend Favor?—*‘Connecticut Yankee’ 
The Same Little Words .................. 

Music Stopped—t‘Higher and Higher’ 
A gs ee ce ee 
Pistol Packin’ Mama 
Sea GREE Re ee etre ee ee er omen bi a 
OO CO -RMIUO 45. 6:06095594049 46100 ka as eRe es 
Put Your Arms Around Me—?‘Coney Island’........ 
Say a Prayer for Boys Over There—j;‘Hers to Hold’.. 
These Empty Arms of Mine .. rer 
Victory Polka 
You’re the Dream, I’m.the Dreamer 
Home 


a 


Honey Song 


...Campbell 
. santly 

.Crawford 
oy Fee Harnis 
.. Paull 
.Robbins 

.++e++ Dorsey 
geet Morris | 
[ae Marks j 
ieee Block 

erry Broadway ; 
see QOUuthern 

.. southern | 


. 4 .. Chappell 


sc eueoes ABC 


ce wks Morris 


pene rer Am. Academy 











So Goodnight—t+‘Hi Ya Sailor ..... ere BMI . 
I) EEN 5 vg wake 056, 876:8 gre. eetd aid rehab «sees ee eee ’ 
WON, hink ee odbc oh kara weaind Fas Owe we aR a Morris 
Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me................. e008: Robbins 
I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter............ deen Shapiro 
I Love You—*‘Mexican Hayride’ ...............c0ccueeeees Chappell 
Mairzy Doats and Doazy Doats ................. gssveee Miller 
Mississippi Dreamboat—t‘Swing Fever’ ...........00e008 Feist 
Paducah—t‘'Gang’s All Here’ .....cccccccccccsscscccetsrees Triangle 
WE BEE. 666s O8h bh ob vtnee Ved ievad ees atesUeachs ..Marks 
Suddenly It’s Spring—t‘Lady In the Dark’........ .. Famous 
Stormy Weather—j‘Stormy Weather’ ...............555 . Mills 
You’re a Wonderful Baby ......... sends hs (abdiaar ti ae World 
+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 
* * 

Inside Stuf—Music 

Am-Rus Music is slated to handle the U. S. distribution rights for the 
new ‘Anthem of U. S. S. R.,’ which recently replaced the old ‘Inter- | 
nationale.’ Work was done by three Russians, each getting 100,000 roubles 
for their trouble. Although there is no authorized English lyric, Am-Rus 
is also skedded to provide English verbiage. March of Time preemed the 
song last week. 

‘Leave Us Face It, We're In Love,’ gag song cooked up by Ed (‘Duffy's S 
Tavern’) Gardner, Frank Loesser (pro songsmith), and Abe Burrows, Gard: | 
ner’s scripter, has been published this week by Famous Music, having 
caught on when first sung by Dinah Shore on the ‘Duffy’ stanza and 
repeated as a gag by Herbert Marshall and Hedda Hopper in the following | 
weeks on the same program, Hildegarde waxed it for Decca last week. 





Numerous rumors have circulated recently 


said the firm has been sold to Southern. 











A A a A - —_ 


Archie Says: — “This is the greatest love song in the history of captivity” 


LEAVE US FACE IT 








(not 
Tommy Dorsey is disposing of his Embassy Music Co. 


None of the reports is true. 


in ‘Variety’) that 
Last week it was 














(WE’RE IN LOVE) 





THE HIT SONG OF “DUFFY'S TAVERN" 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
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a - gin- ing that 
IM - a-gin-ing a co - zy 
IMm- a-gin-ing a 


fam-i- ly tree,_ 
dog—_ and cat, — 
fork and a_knife;_ 


Sa I ree ones 
tree; — The ma-ma is you and 


cat — And we will have wel - come 
knife ;_ How ritz-y we'll be for 


And start-ing on ‘a 
Com-plete with run ning 
Well go and buy 4 





fam-i - ly 
dog — and 
fork and a 

on 


—1F t 
al ri} t rn 


heart goes bump - et-y IT’S 


throatcomes up_ with a lump; 


> 


” LO? 


knock, ITS LOVE-LOVE - LOVE! __ 


1. —_ » 


« 2 a rJ- 


é »LOVE -LOVE - LOVE! 


~ 





x0 Jl 2: 





Y 
> 


LOVE 





LIWE - LOVE - 


Vv 


5 


you love me 


es 


i = 
mun and 


Im- a 
Im- a 
Im- a - 


gine start-ing on a 
gine hav-ing run-ning 
gine eat-ing with a 





sRecpriee = Se 


the pa - pa is 
all o- ver the 
the rest of our 


me.— 
mat._ If your 
life. 


LOVE! — 


« “ ; ae 


IT’S LOVE-LOVE - LOVE! — If your knees go knock-et-y-— «¢ 


a 


oe 


; 


If you're coo-koo like thecoo-koo in theclock ITS 


Im- a- gine 
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AGVA to Rep Wirtz-Henie ‘Stars ; 
Defeats PISGA in SLRB Election 


The American Guild, of Variety, the identity of the entire cast as * 
Artists. in an election heid yesterday | * ngle unit be maintained, citing the 
, fact that no show is ever divided into 
(11), by the State Labor Relation at principals and chorus for bargaining | 
Board. was named the bargainin | purpos Ses. 
agent for the cast of ‘Stars on Ice AGVA contended that the Henie- 
blade-show current at the Cente Wirtz agreeme gned in August, } 
theatre. N. Y. AGVA defeated the | W495 4" © f the pact it for-| 
; ind 1 expired May, | 
Profe L( il Iee Skaters Guile ol 194] Accord ; Mortimer S 
Ameri by a vote of 40 to 29. T Pocenthal. AGVA associate counsel 
votes were challenged and two ot! W , of originai pact, 
didn’t want representation by eithe va the sta! on Ice cast and | 
tu ited the AGVA ma- 
outfit The election results are . Gubceauently Wirts refused 
j a to SLRB appro\ al an PIS \ t e put ite opened negotl 
ha ve days to file a protest ( e had difficulty in get- 
Election was ordered last week 05 ting skate ym ranks of the Screen 
seep : ati ' Actor Guild for the Sonja Henle 
the New York State Labor Relations | «yoj1ywood Ice Revue.’ He then en-| 
Board after protracted hearings.} tered into the pact with AGVA, | 
Board stepped into the picture afte! In the event of a PISGA victory, 
Professional Ice Skaters Guild Of | show's continuation would have been | 
America, an independent = uni | doubtful as the AFL, of which AGVA 
forme d last September by the chorus! .. gn affiliate, might have ordered 
members of the show, protested that! the stagehands and musicians to | 
contract signed with AGVA by! way out. It is also probable th: + | 
Arthur Wirtz and Sonja Henie, own-' io 4A’s would have extended the 
er of the show, was illegal since) ary, stand by forbidding PISG A | 
AGVA didn't represent a majority) tajent from working any fields under | 
of the cast 


iis control. 
SLRB upheld this claim, but threw | ene ee | 
out PISGA’s plea that chorus hold | 


separate elections since PISGA acted iW D OPP NG AUDE 
on line’s behalf only. Board uphe Id | B R I V 
AGVA's contention on this score that | AT CENTRAL, PASSAIC 











Warner Bros. is dropping stage | 

“4 
A #B B O R D E shows from its recently acquired | 
PRESENTS Central theatre, Passaic, N. J., Jan. 





20. Tommy Tucker’s orchestra and 
a group of acts will close the 


policy, 


stage 
opening Jan. 
Charlie Barnet’s band (Feb. 4) and, 
Blue Barron’s orchestra with Tommy | 


Ryan (11) have been cancelled. 
Theatre will continue with films 
only. 


‘Draper & Adler Draw 
| Sock $1,500 in Pitt 








Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
Larry Adler and Paul Draper 


hung up a new and attend- 
j}ance record for YMHA pgs series 
their 
| torium last week. Fey interest | 
| in the concert, 


money 


BENNY MEROFF 


IN HIS 


*““FUNZAFIRE” be 





one-nighter 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 
FOURTH WEEK 

COLISIMO’S, CHICAGO 


management refused | 
| to tilt prices, and kept tickets priced | 


} 
| from 60 cents to $1.10. Pair attract- | 
|}ed around $1,500 and drew raves | 
| from the critics. 
Adler-Draper had previously been 
offered to the May Beegle Con- 
, certs, which play at stiffer scales in 
| the 3,800-seat Syria Mosque, but was 
‘turned down, subsequently taking 
the ‘Y’ booking. They'll probably be 
a cinch for the Beegle card next 
season on strength of last week’s 
|; showing. Previous record was held 
by Marian Anderson, who was like- 
| wise taken over by the late Miss 
zen News. | Beegle after sepia singer scored sen- 
HELD OVER 11th WEEK sationally at the ‘Y.’ 
Featured in “YOURS FOR FUN” ae 


| AL Dexter Repiaces 














“The top hit of the night 
is executed by the famous 
Broadway duo 


CAPPELLA sPATRICIA 


and the audience responded 
enthusiastically to their 
grace and rhythm.”’—L. E. 
Redelings, Hollywood Citi- 











| that 


| ever, to 
| drinks in all spots, 


14 for one week. ; | 


‘Icecapades’ Team 
Split By Army Call 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 
With induction of Robert Dench 
sd the Army here over the weekend, 
ecapades’ skating team of Dench 


= Stewart has been dissolved for 
the duration and Miss Stewart, who 


| is Mrs. Dench in private life, will do 


no more figure stuff until her hus- 
band returns from the war. She'll 
remain with ‘Icecapades,’ however, 
as an instructress charge of the 
line and ballet. 

Miss Stewart will replace Mary 
Simpson, who remained behind in 
Boston when [cecapades’ 
there to resume her teaching in the 
Hub. Bobby Specht, who 
in the army for almost a 
given a medical 
because of a heart 
expected 


has been 


to reio the 


ganza in weep when it reaches 
there in Marc 


HUB PLUGS WINE 
TO SAVE HOOCH 


Boston 
While pre-holiday est 


Jan. 11 
imators stated 
Boston’s nitery 


liquor supply 


fol- 
con- 


would be in a grave condition 
the New 
sumption, 


lowing Year’s eve 


no niteries appeared to 
have retrenched appreciably so far. 


Brand whiskies continue to be vir- 


tually impossible to obtain, but bar 
ryes of varying quality are still on 
hand. There is a steady shift. how- 
champagnes, gin and,rum 
and most of them 
plugging house’ concoctions 
based on gins, rums, wines, etc., as 
the main ingredients. 


are 





iment from Royal, now 
losed | 


year, Was} 
discharge recently 


condition and is | 





Scotch is to be had at rare inter-| over very big.’ 


vals in the better spots. but the num- 
ber of squawks about either 
tity or quality are remarkably low. 
The public appears to take the obvi- 
ously tightening situation with good 
grace. Some spots have gone back 
to a policy which 
to bring their own liquor on pay- 
ment of a ‘cork’ charge. Plenty of 
customer-owned bottles were ob- 
served New Year’s eve, and in some 
cases customers hauled out their 
pre-repeal flasks and polished them 
up for atersnenetan service. 


“CARROLL $ SUBMITS T0 
IA DEMANDS AT CAFE 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 

Earl Carroll has submitted to de- 
mands of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees for 
overtime and scotched a threatened 
strike of stagehands at his nitery 
here. 

Unions, which are working on a 
week-to-week basis, are drafting a 
yearly contract for discussion with 
Carroll. 


allows customers 





Nerrett Replaces Senna 


quan- | Rooney 





Fred Nerrett, 
tive in 


national representa- 
the Boston area for the 

















Al Dexter, writer of ‘Pistol Pack- | 
'in’ Mama,’ replaced the western | 
| singer group that accompanied him | 
on a string of theatre dates recently 
with another outfit called the ‘Lone | 
S.ar Switch 
Monday when 


Special Material 


LYRICS....MONOLOGUES 
COMEDY. ...DRAMATIC 


For Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COl, 5-8340—Room 723 


Buckaroos.’ 
(10), 
| at the Bowery, Detroit nitery. 
| Dexter recently parted with Carlos 
| Gastel, his manager, and the switch 
in accompanists was due to the 
change in handlers. Gastel and Dex- 
ter paried amicably, despite conflict- 
ing talk, when the former was forced 


to return to California by other in- 
' terests. 


NICK LUCAS 


| NOW 885 CLUB 


CHICAGO 


occurred | 
Dexter opened | 












































Management: GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 


| American Federation 


American Guild of Variety Artists, 
took over complete charge of the 
AGVA local there Monday (10), suc- 
‘ceeding Tom Senna, who was re- 
lieved of his duties by Matt Shelvey, 

AGVA's national administrator. 


Shelvey wired Senna last week 
that he was being ousted as head 
of the Boston office, charging him 
with failure to adequately organize 
the jurisdiction and allowing sub- 
standard wage-scales and working 
conditions to prevail in that ter- 
ritory. 

Local recently voted to dissolve 
and go under control of the national 
office. Senna, a holdover from the 
of Actors, dis- 
solved in 1939 by the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, is 
expected to fight the ouster. 

. 


Ray Eberle for Vaude | 


Ray Eberle, former singer with 
|Glenn Miller’s band who has been 


on the Coast with Universal Films, 
is being submitted for vaude dates 
after March 1, 

Charles Allen is peddling him out 











As Boston AGVA Chief 


| similar 





| 
| 








Reporting the Acts ; 


SHFHHeoee 


Reports from John S. Royal, 
then managing director of 
105th Street Theatre, Cleve- 
land, during the last World 
War, as culled from the 
United Booking Office of the 
defunct Keith Circutt. Com- 
pliments, complaints and com- 
v. p. of 
NBC, cover a period of more 
than two years starting in 
spring of 1917. 


Charles T. Aldrich—‘Cut his is 
personation of the Kaiser.’ 

Sophie Tucker (the rap went 
often)—‘It’s unfortunate that a wo- 


jon of her talents should stoop to 
fron a low type of songs; all her new 
numbers have a _ suggestive 
unless eliminated.’ 
‘Exhibition of a Naval torpedo to 
| stimulate recruiting. It cost $7,000 
(peanut money compared to war 
implements in the present conflict). 


‘Motion picture of Gen. Pershing 
landing in Paris, July, 1917, went} 
over very big.’ 


Dave Manley—‘A lot of talk on 
income tax, J. P. Morgan, John D. 
Rockefeller. Cuts were ordered on 
the feeling no criticism should be 
made of the Government or leading 
financiers.’ 

(Royal was death on the 
the word ‘hell. Jimmy Hussey 
and two other acts on the bill at 
a Monday opening used the word 
and it was ordered out. ‘Gesuntheit’ 
also cut). 

Eddie 


use of 


Dowling — ‘Very clever 
comedian with excellent future.’ 
Savoy and Brennan—‘Only occa- 
sional humor, but ‘these ladies’ went 
Nat C. Goodwin—‘Went 
and Marion 
‘did Frances Kenney,’ 


into Pat 
Bent’s act, as 


German retreat pictures (Sept., 
‘17) held audience in great shape.’ 
Imhoff, Conn and Coreene— 


‘Changed from sixth to third spot, 
because Eva Tanguay refused to fol- 
low the act.’ 

James J. Morton—Introduced the 
various acts. Audience didn’t un- 
derstand the idea and he died with 
the rest of the bill.’ 

Madame Bernhardt — ‘Applauded 
and cheered.’ 

Stewart and Donahue (Jack)— 
‘Had hard going following Mc- 
Intyre and Heath, so switched from 
next-to-closing to No. 2.’ 

Van and Schenck—‘While it is a 
fine act, it isn’t worth the price; 
wr one new song in five years; 


Fire-Eater Told 
To Face Real Thing 


Buffalo, Jan. 11. 

John T. Horn, 38, formerly of Cin- 
cinnati is being held for failure to 
notify his draft board of change of 
address. Horn, known professionally 
as the Great Roberto, has been ap- 
pearing at niteries as a fire eater and 
consumer of nails, razor blades and 
objects. U. S. Commissioner 
Butterfield stated that the charge 
would be dismissed if Horn consents 
to jnduction. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 11. 

Bonnie Clare Richardson checked 
into her new home, the Schreiners 
Haven. A house-warming wag given 
with Mathea Merryfield and Tony 
De Bono acting as hostess and m.c. 
Colony was well represented at the 
blow-out. 

Alora Gooding, who did her night- 
ly routine at the Copacabana before 
recent breakdown, cheered plenty by 
surprise visit from her mother. 

Goody Holmes and Dick Puff have 
been added to the staff of the Rogers 
monthly, ‘We the Patients.” Next 
guest columnist will be ‘Senator’ 
Ford with plenty of ‘Can You Top 
This’s?’ laughs. 

Jerry Rosenburg and Matty Pa- 
gana (3 Kings) going from floor to 
floor flashing good reports. 

Hal (Warner Bros.) Webster back 
to the Rogers after a 10-day furlough 
in N. Y. 

Bill Scherl (Gus Gas), 
back in circulation after a serious 
operation and enjoying slight exer- 








| Clse. 


Thanks to Weaver Bros. & Elviry. 


Mannie Lowy, Danny Murphy, James 

|of New York. Lee, Joseph Vaughey, Joseph Mc- 

a) eee Carthy, Max Pfeffer, Len Grotte. 

| Arthur and Tootsie Holmes, Nate 

| Sheila Barrett se into the Troika, Mulroy, and Tommy Vicks for gifts 
| Washington, Feb. 3. by Music Corp. | to this colony 
| of America. ' 








Write to those who are ill. 


punch, | 


columnistv 





| 





the | 


| with Cuddle: 





POSH oeses 


big but not startling.” Duo returned 


in a few months with a new act, 
Royal then reporting ‘best routine 
they ever had; would like them 
back later in the season.’ They re- 
peated in a few weeks. 

Fred Allen—On No. 2—big.’ 


Nan Halperin—‘Best act she ever 
had.’ 

Lillian Russell—‘Went rather dull 
until her Marines came oo! the 
act picked up and she went b 

U. S. Naval jazz band—‘Big H 


Gus Edwards—‘A frequent 


(Lila Lee) 


and Geors 


Price Same for Hugh Herbert, 
| Belle Baker and Rae Samu : 

Bob Hall—Was stopped fro 
ing audiences to take sides on t 
wet and dry question 

Phil Baker, using plant (Sid 
Silvers) in box—'Going to develop 
much bigger; a hit next to closing.’ 

Olsen and Johnson—‘Great with 
nut stuff, next to closing.’ 

Victor Moore—Vaudeville seems 
to have grown away ahead of this 
act.’ 

Blanche Ring—‘About 90° of her 
songs are about the war. Got over 


good, but lot of comment about how 
weak she is this season.’ 

May Wirth—Wonderful act.’ 

Red Cross picture—‘Good, but now 


that peace is about to be declared, 
people don’t want to see any more 
horrors of war.’ Theatre was closed 
from Oct. 14 through Nov. 11, 1918, 


because of the influenza epidemic. 











Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 




















A NEW SINGING STAR 





JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 














KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 
Break All Records 
In History of Famous 
GLASS HAT 
24 Weeks in 1943 


HAL BRAUDIS 
New York 


Personal Manager: 
Belmont Viaza 














CY REEVES 


CURRENTLY 
LOEW’S STATE 
NEW YORK 


Personal Management 


JOHNNY SINGER 

















ALWAYS WORKING 


‘Whitey’ Roberts 


dust Fievished 3 Successful Weeks 
Trocadero Cafe, Reno, Nev. 

Now (Starting dan. 16th) for 2 Wks. 
“100” Club, Des Moines, la. 
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National Agents Assn. Seen Organized: 
Local Units Drawing Pacts With AGVA 





Formation of a national] agents’* 
association. which will eventually 
cover all vaude and nitery offices N. y. Cafe Loyale To 


in the country is seen by the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, which 
late last week: received word that 


Chicago and Cleveland bookers met} 


with view to dickering with AGVA. 


The Chicago org has announced it 
vill send a committee to New York 
io draw up an agreement. with 


AGVA along the lines of the pact it 


recently signed with the Artists 
Representatives Assn., which is situ- 
ated in N : € 

\t the same time a group of 
Cleveland agents met for purposes of 


dickering with the union. 
Matt Shelvey, AGVA’s national 
administrator, said that eventually | 


agents’ organizations will find it ex- 


pedient to merge into one national | 
group. He said he would welcome 
such a step, as AGVA would be able 


to get national coverage by 


negotiation meeting. Pact recently 
concluded with ARA will serve as a 

dstick for pacts wit other book- 
ing office With al] agent group 
getting s I al pact a t mav be nec- 
esSa! for them to mect in order to 
get the best common terms. 

Chi Agents Seek Change 
Chicago, Jan. 1], 


Impracticality of the contemplated 


commission pact between the Artists’ 
Representative Association, N. Y., 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, in its application to local 
conditions, came in for hot 
special meeting 
week by the Entertainment Man- 
agers’ Association of Chicago. So 
serious Is the situation that Dave P. 
O'Malley, representing the EMA, and 
Jack Irving, AGVA local executive 
secretary, have gone to New York to 
take up the matter with ARA and 
AGVA. 

Local bookers and agents feel they 
cannot do business profitably on the 


« } tf | 

: NL al Lne€ 
) ; 
Lai dt 


basis of 10°; for agents and 5% for 
bookers outlined by ARA and the 
rates should be reversed giving 
agents 5° and bookers 10% for cafe 


bookings on 

A joint board is being 
comprising members of the EMA and 
AGVA to meet whenever necessary 
to iron out any differences between 
the two organizations, their decisions 
to be final on all cases. 


higher-salaried acts. 


a single | 


discus- | 
called | 


formed | 














OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 





GEORGE FREEMS 











Be Operated As Nitery 


Moss has taken over the Cafe 


Nat 
years a straight Fifth 


| Loyale, for 


ave., N. Y., restaurant, for operation 
as a nitery. Opening date has been 
set for Jan. 20. Moss will use two 


Mo- 


rhumba 


bands anda 


floorshow. Carlos 
lina has been signed for the 


chores, while deal with orch leader | 
Sonny Kendis is pending. Deal 
also on the fire for Mario & Floria 
aance 

Vioss. brother of Joe Moss, one- | + 


time operator of the Hollywood Res- | 


taurant in N. Y., has assigned the 


$25,000 NUT FOR CLEVE. 


ieCveiandad 


\ y 1D act are eines added to 
follywood Cover Girls Revue,’ 
hic MCA is penciling into civic 
auditorium’s Music Hall Saturday 
| (Jar 15) for eight days to raist 
funds for Cleveland policemen’s pen- 
sion fund. 
King Sisters are coming in from | 
i} the Coast and Walter O'Keefe from 
New York to guest in unit, which 
| will have a $3.30 top and a two-a- 
day sked. Stanley Kramer's marion- 
ettes will come in after playing 
Loew's State, N. Y 

Other acts being sandwiched into 


bill by George Young, Roxy’s owner 

coordinator, are Moro and 
Dolores Evers, 
Ford & Whitey, 


acting as 
Novello. 


Twins, Ed Bobby 


| 

| Vernon & Jesse -Draper, Tommy 

| Riley & Al Norman, Helen Leslie, | 
| Byron Kay & Louise Glen. O’Keefe 

| ond Bebby Vernon will emcee al- 

ternately. 

| Nut for entire show, the first two- 

|a-day vaude venture to hit Cleveland 


$25,000 
putting on an 
turning 
and 


in years, is estimated at 
Sponsoring coppers are 
} intensive campaign, 
salesmen themselves 
80°. of seats sold 

Figuring 16 benefit performances 
in the 3.000-seated Public Music Hall, 
police hope to garner $35,000 for 
their pension fund out of a potential 
$60.000 gross. Although super-vaude 
revue will cut into their own at- 
| tendances, loca] exhibs are co-opin 
by running trailers plugging it in 3 
key theatres. 


‘ 


ticket 
expect to 


have in advance. 


o 
a 
9] 


Como Into Versailles 


Como goes into the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y., Feb. 3 for an indefinite 
| period. Length of his stay depends 
lon an expected call from Hollywood 
|to start work on his first film for 


Perry 


| 20th-Fox, which must give the singer | 


30-days notice. 

Como’s initial nitery date in N. Y. 
was at the Copacabana, which he 
'has played twice. 
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BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





OFFICES 





booking to Dave ‘Taps’ Schorenstein. | 


POLICE PENSION SHOW. 


Martell | 


May Rest New Yorker’s 
Ice Show Pending Repairs 


Yorker hotel, N. Y., may 
shortly close its ice show for a few 
weeks. and adjustments 
hav2 to be made on the rink and the 
indecision is based on whether or not 
the materials can be obtained. 

If the blade show is temporarily 
eliminated a regular floor show will 
be substituted. 


New 


Repairs 


MPLS. OPS SEEK 
JUVE TICKETS 


Viinneapolis, Jan. 11 
In an effort to eli 





inate juvenile 
rade, Mi: club own- 
voluntary 
under 25 
reaching 21 
which would 

holders to purchase 
liquor at their 


neapolis night 
the 
persons 


ers are proposing 
registration of all 


years with all 


I 


those 


receiving credentials 


entitle the 


der the pl persons 


| register ‘voluntarily’ and not having 
ithe necessary edentials might be 
elusec a 
ine pro} i a made at a COn- 
ference 1 Vi J Dillon, count, 
attorney, after two loop nitery own- 


ers had been indicted by the 


jury for selling 


grand 
liquor to minors and 
afte Dillon and local newspaper 
sale of 

one of the 
{ { 


tributing factors Oa 


DOOZe 
to youngstel con- 
present wave 
of juvenile delinquency. 

Night club 
|selling liquor to 
| their licenses. 
Dillon charged 


fring 


LE 


convicted of 
face loss of 
County Attorney 
that a 10% outlaw 
is generally responsible fo 
sales to juves 

One operator, Nate Shapiro, co- 
owner of Curly’s, says he has a po- 
licewoman on the door to keep juve- 
and the plan is working 


owners 


minors 


E. G. Haskins, 
missioner, has 
ij revoke 


state liquor com- 
announced that he’d 
identification cards, 
needed for legal purchase of liquors 
from wholesalers, in cases where a 
convicted of selling 
operating gambling 
The state attorney-general, 

declared that Haskins 


the 


liquor dealer is 


to minors or 
Lames 
however, 


‘ 


lic step. 


Ops Must Warn Emcee 
On Blue Gags Before 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 
| A cafe operator cannot 
i'm.c. for lewdness unless he first 
| warns the man to clean up his ma- 
terial. 

That is the ruling of the board of 


directors of the Philly unit of the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 
| arrived at last week in the case of 


Russell, 
| Joseph DeLucca operator of the Red 
Hill Inn. Moorestown, N. J. 
DeLucca bounced Russell after the 
| first performance of alleged ‘dirty 
| gags.” Russell appealed to AGVA. 
DeLucca claimed that his liquoi 
endangered by the 


lice: 


Gene 


se Was 
‘lewd performance 

| The AGVA board, however, 
said that DeLucca_ should 
ordered Russell to clean up and if 
the latte the prop would 
then have the right to terminate 
the contract. To allow a cafe owner 
to fire a man summarily, the board 
said. would set a bad precedent. Any 
cabaret prop could fire a performer, 
regardless of contract merely by in- 
terpreting any act or word as ‘dirty.’ 
| DeLucca was ordered to pay Russell 
| for the week 


have 


refused, 





establishments. Un- | 
refusing to | 


Firing, Philly AGVA Says 


who was bounced by | 





4A’s to Consider AGVA’s Proposal 
To Tax Cafe ‘Celebrity Nights 


> 





Capitol, N. Y., Show To 


Stay 5th, Mebbe 6th Wk. 


Current Capitol, N. Y., layout with | 


Lou Holtz, June Allyson, Rags Rag- 
land, Maureen Cannon and Richard 
Himber’s band will go weeks 
possibly a sixth. Decision on 
week will be 


ive 

’ 
and 
the sixth 


made after 


OnIZNUS 


(12) receipts are counted 
Extension moves back the next 
bill consisting of Lionel Hampton, 
Viills Brothers, Buck & Bubbles 
Po & Louie and ‘Heavenly Body 
M-G) 


EVERYBODY LOVES ONE 
ANOTHER IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11 
Cut-throat competition among 
Ost e} owner apparent 
aoe t extenc oO Pit D 
( ne } | € t f { 
ce € iK€ i 
Dorothy Le ce ) ¢ 
( vuple ol postponemée DEC: e ol 
failure of rink to arrive n 1 ri 
to have opened last Wednesday 


Room of William 


at Terrace 


Penn hotel, so spot naturally let it 

other talent go the night before 
Came Wednesday. however. and 

the ice surface hadn't hardened suf- 


ficiently to permit the skaters to 


|perform with any degree of safety 
}Terrace Room was well filled and 
management had no show to give 
them Tony Conforti ownel of 
Nixen cafe, just across the street 
|from the William Penn, heard about 
the difficulty and sent over his en- 





lacks the power to take such a dras- | 


fire an | 


tire show to put on 30 
entertainment at 


minutes of 
Terrace Room, 


* The ‘celebrity nights’ problem in 


| New York niteries and elsewhere 
| will again be tackled by the Amerie 
can Guild of Variety Artists. Situa- 
tion was discussed at a N. Y. meeting 


of Theatre Authority Thursday (6) 


when it was decided that since 
hamMme-¢ ffo appcarances couls n't ne 
defined as benefits, TA had no con- 
trol over the 
Problem was ibsequent thre 1 
nto AGVA’s lap, and Matt Shelve 
tional exe Y I the latter, } - 
sed that cafe < el Yi cad a 
Hat annual fee fol celel rity’ affairs 
Plan is subject to okay of the board 
of Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, which will meet Friday 
‘ 4 ’ oe ; 
Four A’s several vea ago for- 
Dade performers in all fields from 
eing feied celebrity nights. How- 
evel ruling could not be enforced 
! periorme ieared ep 
( { apne rec 
( 1 ] r er She r 
on Cie rity 
} CM 0 er It ) a 
Oo pe t re i] m of the etup 
and % e 1i@ time ould be pro- 
Cc oO! ( nic oul be 
iSlae { AGVA t ( ( - 
velf e func 


/MOKE & POKE JAMMED 
ON REEFER CHARGES 


N. Y., Jan. 11. 

sepia dancers play- 
ing a engagement at the 
RKO Temple here, missed the Sun- 


day shows (9) 


a iestel 
Moke & 


Poke, 


three-day 


when they were 
arrested on vagrancy charges in 


nection with a 


cone 


even going so far as to delay his f probe of marijuana 
own performance by 10 or 15 min- | ‘“@affic by federal and state narcotic 
utes. | agents from Buffalo. Arrests were 
Acts went on without any re- |); made at their hotel. 

hearsal with Maurice’ Spitalnvy’s Moke offstage is Fletchie Rivers, 
band and customers went away sat- | 27, and Poke is Leon James, 27. De- 
isfied. tective Shay, who arrested them, 

— — said the vagrancy charge probably 


3d Op for Ada Dufor 


Ada Dufor, 


| 


outdoor show-woman, | 


a} 


ose hip was fractured when a} 
chair collapsed in her Kansas City 
hotel room last spring, must be op- 


erated on again for the injury. It 
will be the third time Mrs. Dufor has 
gone under the knife since the acci- 
dent. She was kept in a K. C. hos- 
pital until recently, when she wa 
brought back to New York by her 
husband, Lew Dufor. She will enter 
St. Luke's hospital today (Wed.). 
Dufor and Rogers operated half a 
dozen concessions at the New York's 
World’s Fair, and Mrs. Dufor aided 
them there. Rogers quit show busi- 
ness and is operating Rogers Corner, 
formerly Jack Dempsey’s, on Eighth 
avenue, opposite Madison 


| Garden. 


| 
| 





| The annual AGVA meeting with 
| nominations for new officers will be 
held Jan. 25 at the Hote] Com- | 


modore 


Det. Judge Orders Refund 
On Liquor Sales to Clubs 


Detroit, Jan. 11. 
In a significant ruling which opens 
the wav for a kickback to all niteries 


| 
| 


which operate as clubs, Circuit Judge | 


| Chester P. O'Hara roundly criticized 


for failure to allow 


, discount normally grant- 


mission sucn 


clubs a 15‘ 


] 

The judge ordered the commission 
o ‘disgorge’ more than $65,000 it had 
wrongfully, unfairly and _ illegally’ 

from two Detroit club 


obtained 
to the high 
paving the way 
to the De- 
the Detroit 


which carried the fight 
ourt The refund 
| for si ilar rebi 
troit Athletic Club and 


| Club. 


ile goes 


the Michigan Liquor Control Com- | 


Square | 


would be dismissed and they would 
be turned over to the  narcotie 
agents 

They are with 
band unit. 


Cootie Williams’ 








NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BROVS IN SCOTLAND 














WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 
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York 
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Engagement 





ARNELL 


HELD OVER! 
.AMARTINIOUE 


NEW 


YORK 


Thanks to Dario and Vernon 


Personal Management 


PHIL 


BLOOM 


M.C.A. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 12. 1944 








a cet 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JANUARY 14 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 




















Loew 





} 




















NEW YORK CITY) Heckle & Jive 
Capitol (138) Harris & Hunter 
Dick Himber Ore PITTSBURGH 
Lou Holtz Stanley (13) 
Kathryn Gri on Louis Prima Or 
June Allyso Virginia W | 
Nancy Walker Walt Dare Wa 
Rags Ragland WASHINGTON 
Fay & Gordo Capitol (13) 
Maureen Cannon Welles 
State (13) Cookie Bowers 
Don Redman Ore Hickor Nuts 
Una Mae Carlisle Patricia Morison 
Holmes & Jeanne Harrison & Fishe 
NEW YORK CITY! MIAMI . 
Paramount (13) | - io nig ag het 
Tommy Dorse Orc Wally Rand 
— » } Dolly Dawn 
Peal Regan Charles Stua or 
Edwards Sis Niatto Tr 
CHICAGO TOLEDO 
>. q 
Chieago (13) a eopennees A 13) 
Andrews Sis Ames & Arno 
Mitchell Ayres Bd Ladd Lyon 
Eleanor Teaman Helen Barrett 
Gene Baylos Anita Bover 
BOSTON Susan Miller 
RKO (138) Paul Sydell 


Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Dorothy Weller 
Murphy Sis 
Gil Maison Co 
(6) 
Glen Gray Orc 
Anita Boye! 
Helen Barret 
Ames & Arno 
Ladd Lyon 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (14) 
4 Ink Spots 
Cootie Williams Ore 
Ella FitzGerald 
Eddie Vinson 
Ralph Brown 
Moke & Poke 


(7) 
Latin Quarter Rev 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (14) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Mills Bros 
West & Page 
Ben Dover 
(7) 


Ritz Bros 





4 Franks 


Georgia Sothern 
Bobby Hopkins 


| Earl ¢ 





(1 to fill) 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (11-13) 


irroll's Co 
HARRISBULRGH 
State (17-19) 


HARTFORD 
State (14-16) 


| Will Osborne Bd 


M ) Hu n 
iad . 


ix & Gang 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Cirele (14) 
Ra Hut n On 
IK Loo Sis 
Hienny Youngman 
Samuels 
NEWARK 
Adams (14) 
Count Basie Orc 
i} Clark Bros 
Shorty Davis 
Apus & Estrilita 
) Thelma Carpenter 
PATERSON 
Majestic (13-16) 
Lrmand Delmar 
Kell & Hayes 
i Th Houghtons 
3 Walton Co 
Trumpet 2 
(13-19) 
Nestor & Rollins 
| Foolish, Wise & R 
leonard & Lew 
Robert Sis & White 


PHILADELPHIA 


Carman (14) 
Conn & Connie 
lL.ee Ross | 
4 t ion Co i 
P I rr & Bro 


iu ' i t 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (14-16) 
ya Carroll Co 


SPRINGFIELD 


Court Sq. (13-16) 
Todd & Amsterdam 
liermine'’s Midgets 


WASHINGTON 


Howard (14) 
i 1 W 
Budd j nson Bd 
Derby Wilson & F 


rhe Kemmys 


WATERBURY 
Poli’s (12-13) 
Elaine Seidler Gis 
‘ Burns 
Cabin Gis 
Edwards 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (14-16) 
Hat nica Rascals 
Roberta & Mack 


Stanl Ku 


Stanley 


Beverly Page 
WORCESTER 
Pivmouth (10-12) 





( re Auld Ore 
Pat a Morson 
Winik & Mae 
Seed & White 





Cabaret Bills | 





\ NEW YORK CITY 


Algiers 
Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 
Mollie Towne 
Jane Owen 
Roger Bowen 
Arthur Benson 


Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
C. Cedolban Ore 





| Juan 


Carl 


Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 


Ei Chico 
Dorita & Velero 
Sarita Herrera 


Alejandro Vilalta 
Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
F de Thomas Ore 
Kl Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charlies Inwaidé 
Greenwit-h Villege 
inn 
Benny Fields 
Floria Vestoff 
‘armilita & Lee 


Orr 


Mildred Ray 
Ned Harvey 


ils 
Orc 


| Los Rhumboleros 


Havanu-Madrid 
Diosa Co 
I’ uy Dar 


Jimi Sutton 


tello 


| Rolando 


Hilda Salazar Ore 
Maya Or« 

s Varelas Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Aster Roof) 
(Columbian Koom) 
7 m rucker Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 

Cecktail Lounge 
Dick Kuhop 

Hote! Betmont 

Plaza 
(Glass 

Mickey Alpert 
Dick Buckley 
Fioria Vestoff 
Pat Abbott 
Maria 
Nino Rhumba Bd 

Hotel Biltmore 
Joan Hyldof 


hue 


Ray He 
fiotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Snric Madriguera O 

Fernando Alva 

Nita Rosa 

fob Lido 

) 


The Graysons 
Dorothy Keller 
Ray Arnett 
Mische!l Gomer 3 
Stanley & Marti 
Dorothy Keller 
Mishel Gorner Orch 
Hote] Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 
Hotel Edison 
Ryan-Barron Ore 














BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG 


HILLS, CAL. 














COLUMBUS 
Palace (18-20) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
(11-13) 
4 Ink Spots 
Cootie Williams Ore 
Ella FitzGerald 
Eddie Vinson 
Ralph Brown 
Moke & Poke 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Lowe, Hite & S 
Ella Mae Morse 

Bunny Briggs 


(7) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Lowe, Hite & S 
Ella Mae Morse 
Bunny Brigs 
PASSAIC 
Central (14) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
(i) 

Dante Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (14) 

Ritz Bros 
George Auld Ore 
Bill Bailey 
Susan Miller 


(7) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 


Frank Gaby 
Hal Le Roy 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (14) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Virginia Weidler 
Walter Dare Wah! 
Jeanne Blanche 
(7) 


Tony Pastor Orc 
Berry Bros 
Tim Herbert 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (14) 
Roxyettes 
Tim Herbert 
Olsen & Shirley 
Whitson Bros 
(7) 
Roxyettes 
Sibyl Bowan 
Carr Bros 
Eileen Ritter 
Ted & Flo Vallett 





Aquarium Rest. 
M Powell Maniacs 
Jerry Montanna Bd 
Angie Bond 3 


Armando’s 
Francine 
Bal Tabarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gis 
Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Ore 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Lill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoff 
Rernie Grauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 


Ann 


Cerutti’s 
Garland Wiison 
Eddie Steele 
Mae Barnes 
Maxine Johnson 

Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Joe Frisco 
Hal Hickson 
Gaye Dixon 
Althea 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Hazel McNulty 
Gordon Andrews O 

Club 51 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 

Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsley 

Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildre,) Law 
Mann & Knott 























Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 

Music Hall (14) 
‘The Nativity 
Geod Cheer 

Roxy (13) 

Jimmy Dorses 
Kitty Kallen 
Rey English 
Paul Curley 
Bill Robinson 

Academy (10-12) 
Max & Gang 
Robert Sis & White 
“Harmonica Rascals 
Anita O'Day 
Lee Davis 

Crotona (11) 
Roy Douglas 
Jack De Leon 
Ross & Hamilton 
Donnelly & Betty 
(4 to fill) 

LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (19-12) 
Hal Malvey & Reba 

Marion Powers 
Bee Henderson 

Tommy Dowd 
Catherine Harris 
Dobas Duo 
R Feilder & Harriet 
Mack Sis 
Dowling Gis 

(13-16) 
Ted Leary 
Warner & Cole 


Ore 


Mathews 
y Dee 

(3 to fill 
Sunnyside (15-16) 
Elaine Seidler Gis 
Peter Chan 

Benito Bros & Rita 
Suzanne ~ 


AKRON 
Palace (14) 
3 Stooges 
Gracie Barrie Orc 
Wally Boag 
Ormay Diamond 
ALLENTOWN 
State (17-19) 
Jr Buckwalter 
Ted Leary 
6 Marvelettes 
BYLTIMORE 
Hippodrome (14) 
Bob & M Clayton 
Ross & Bennett 
3 Norton Sis 
Al Ferguson 
Ethel Smith 
State (13-15) 
Nestor & Rollins 
Hal Malvey & Reba 
Kramer & McKee 
416-19) 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Bobby Bernard 
Morris & Ryan 
4 Creedons 
BOSTON 
Bradford Hotel (13) 
Phil Brito 
Artie Dann 
Deval, Merle & L 
Jerry & J Brandow 
CAMDEN 
(14-16) 
Alvin & Wayne 
Johnny Lee 
Lee & Lee °‘ 
Beatrice Howell 
Ted & Art Miller 
Jr Buckwalter Co 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (13-16) 
Marion Powers 
Catherine Harris 
Dubos Duo 


Co 





Cy Reeves 


Verdi & Raymon 


Hotei Kssex Houses 
(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Rose Blane 
Frankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaties Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilr 1 
Mokihana 
Al Meclntire 
Harold Aloma 
Momi Kai 
Kuulei Young 


Hotel Lincoln 
(Blue Room) 
Count Basie Orc 


Hotel MceAlipin 

(Marine Grill) 
Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hetel New Yorker 

(Terrace Room) 
Sonny Dunham Orc 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 
Jerry Mapes 
Mary Jane lawson 
Billy Peterson 


Yeo 








ATTRA 


3’ WELL 
3 RAYS 


——— 





BILLY GREEDON 


3 HEARTS 

3 WILSON 

3 SMITH SISTERS 
STEP SISTERS 
WOODSONS SISTERS 
CHARLOTTE KING 

4 CREEDONS 

3 BELLES 

4 KAYES 


} Mgt.: EDDIE SMITH 
1501 B'way, New York 


CTIONS 


Es 














Charlies Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
Nina Tarasova 
The Bernards 
evelyn Knight 
Ellis Larkins Trio 
Stuart Ross 
Bunty Pendleton 
Cafe 68 
Vincent Catanese Or 
Sotero San Miguel 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Jimmy Savo 
flazel Scott 
Kenneth Spencer 
John Sebastian 
Eugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 
Pear] Primus 
Mary Lou Williams 
Phyllis Stewart 
Josh White 
Eddie Heywood Ore 
Casbah 


Lee Kuhn 3 





Danny Yates Ore 


Los Andrini 
Satibu sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
rrank Marti Ore 
Cou Kluge 
EBEiaine .éarret’, 
Dick Wilson Orch 
Bela LBizony 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Victory Boys & Giri 
Air Lane 3 
Don Baker 
Barbary Coast Boys 
Diamond Horseshee 
Bob tall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
larry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
our Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Billy Banks 
Sobby Davis 
Irances Henderson 
Chin Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwyer's 
Elaine Vincent 
Marsha Fields 


| Art Paulson Orch 
| Peter Kent Orch 
| Hotel 
| (Cocoanut Greve) 
| Shep Fields Ore 
G & G Bernard 
(Royal Vaim> 
| Ragtime Smitty 
| Flo Hart 
Frank Rosat! 
Linda Carroll 
Hote! 
(Cafe Rouge) 
| Charlie Spivak Ore 
| Hotes 
(Cotillion 
| Irwin Corey 
Kay & Gordon 
Margaret Scott 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melle Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Flien Mitchell 
| Stanley Melba Ore 
Hote! Plaza 
(Persian Reom) 
John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hote! Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 


Pierre 
Room) 


Hotel Savoy Plaza 

(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 


Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Satire Room) 

Duncan Sis 

Rer-mar 

Tino Valents 

Pat Cameron 

Jerry Vanni 

King Johnson Ore 
Hotel St Moritz 

Dolores Del Carmen 

Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regi« 

Ann Robinson 

B & Peggy Whight 

Pau! Castle 

Marsaret Parry 

Marcia M Tuhl 

Sharlee Munster 

Helen Thompson 

yeraldine de Lys 

Freddy Miller Ore 

Theodora Prooks 








Brock & Dean 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


‘herton Ore | 


Park Centra. 


Vennsylvania 


Hotel Waldert- 
Asto 
Annarmary Dickey 
Roudenko & Zoritch 
Lina Ron 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 

Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De 
Paul White 
Teddy 
Bebe 
Charles Whittier 
June Kkdwards 
iceland Kestsurant 
Joey Nash 
Danny White 
Rigoletto Bros 
Marilyn & Martinez 
Dners (6) 
Eddy's Ore 
Angelo Ore 

Jimmy Kelly’s 
Glenda Hope 

int Lynne 

» Ann Ci 


Rock w 


a; 


20is 


Cocktail 


Ted 


vod 





J 

I 

] 

I 
iI 
| Renee 
| 
|} Roi o & Rosita 

Carter & Koss 
Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 

Kelly's Stable 

Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 3 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsed 
Lu Conga 
‘ Aimaya 


| Lorna 


Cari 


ria Lo q ‘ 

La Martinique 
’ Mi 

Mu ; 

Martiniqueens 

Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 

| Latin Quarter 
Biliv Vine 
Cardir 





Shea & Raymond 
(Christiar ar 
Henry Th en 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Coope 
Adele Vuarrish 
Don McGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Katherine L. Chang 
Roberta & Alicia 
iAllen & Reve) 
Jack Mann 
Sherry Britton 
Marvin Sis 
| Jane Johnstone 
Emilee Adreot 
Lou Mariin Ore 
| Monte Carle Casino 
| Dick Gasparre Ure 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosati 
Playne Hume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Bd 


Old Reamantas 
Henny Nadell 
Fanchon 
Leo Fuld 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard Elliot 
Irma Jurist 

Queen s:ary 
Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Retunda Ba 

Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt Orc 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quariet 
Harold Green 
Ross MacLean 
Phil D’Arey 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 

Ruban Bleu 
Bernie West 
Peters Sis 
Maxine Sullivan 
1! -] Bois 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 


| Mazzone & Abbott 





Spivy’s Reof 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Walter Liberace 


Rodger Vaughan 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tony’s Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Rita Molina 
Alex Giralde 
Harry Le Roy 
Way 
Bus Davis 
Ubangi Club 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 
Versuilles 
Joe Washington 
Cook & Brown 
Claudia Wheeler 
Socassas Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Val Olman Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Lu-Cellia 
Criss Cross 
Corday & Triano 
David Brooks 
Trene Hawthorne 
Dale Belmont 
Marion Niles 
Village Taco 
Dick Thomas 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Gerri Gale 
Eddie Ashman Ore 
Village Vangunrd 
Albinny Jones 
R Dyer-Bennett 
Gwen Tyne 
Joe Thomas 3 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Carmen Montoya 
Tomm) ttayden 
Mile. Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 
The Paulens 
Harry Horton Orc 


Zanzibar 
Buck and bubbles 
Bill Bailey 
Ada Brown 
Patterson & Jacks'n 
Tops & Wilda 
Don Redman Ore 
Canay’s Bd 

















a Television 


Continued from page 5 


ever known by the film business | 


consequently is apparent, and the 
‘television theatre’ idea looms as the 
logical peg on which to hang the 
entire development. As one exhibi- 
tor leader observed this week: ‘there 
are plenty of theatres that need to be 
replaced by modernized 


many of the so-called deluxe houses 


ing galleries’ in comparison.’ 


Streamlined houses will have 


fancy heating, fluorescent lighting, 
special wide-screens especially de- 
signed for television and innumer- 
lable other modern conveniences, 
many stemming from technical de- 
velopmenis during the present war 
period. Technical authorities claim 





ble 


that the performances in these the- 
atres will be the closest approach to 
actual lifelike performance ever ob- 
tained in a film theatre, with illusion 
of depth and all dimensions achieved. 

The idea of ore control outlet for 
a string of theatres in many of the 
principal key cities intrigues picture 
showmen because it will make possi- 
the televizing of the entire the- 
perform including all fea- 
It would give these 
theatres television equipment to tune 
in on every principal public event or 
sports meet, but at the same 
furnish a steady flow of regular en- 
teriainment features, Understood 


tre ince 


tures and shorts 


| that only an electrician familiar with 





television equipment and operation 
would be needed in the theatre 
booth under such arrangement. 
‘Wiring’ Stage Shows 

Television setup also would enable 
picture companies with theaire af- 
filiates to cash in on strong stage 
shows, playing in big houses such as 
the N. Y. Paramount, Music Hall, 
Strand and Roxy by televizing the 
actual performance for broadcasting 
elsewhere. Thus Paramount might 
pick up its stage show and ‘wire’ it 
via televizing to ‘other houses in the 
Par chain. This is a probability that 
has been under discussion by film 
company tcppers for some months. 

Unless all technical signs prove 
erroneous, exhibitor executives with 
major circuits look on the television 
theatre idea as a real boon to sus- 
tained attendance. It will be re- 
called that the picture industry 
bucked the depression for three or 
four years after it started early in 
1929, because it was able to offer the 
public talking pictures. Television 
theatres and performances may well 
fill the void after the present war, 
officials claim. 


aeieneeeeennemen 


Child Labor 


Continued from page 5 




















girls without employment certifi- 
cates (issued through schools to 
minors under 18 years of age), 
working 14 and 15-year-olds after 6 
p.m., more than 44 hours a week or 
six days a week, or working 16 and 
17-year-olds more than 48 hours a 
week or more than six days a week. 
The youngsters, according 
Labor Department official, are em- 
ployed as ushers, ticket sellers, 
candy sellers, and sometimes in the 
projection booth. 
— 
Normally, 16 and 17-year-olds can- 
not be employed after 10 p. m. if 
they are girls and after 12 p. m. if 
they are boys. 
exempts theatres and bowling al- 
leys. 
employed as ushers, for instance, 
after 10 p. m., if an employment 
certificate is filed and other provi- 
sions are observed. Violations are 
said to be far worse in bowling 





cinemas. | 
|The new television theatre will make 


|} even on Broadway look like ‘shoot- | 





re 


Colony Club, Chicago, 
Padlocked By Govt. 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Government. cracked down on the 
Colony Club on New Year's Eve, 
padlocking the place before it could 
cash in on its biggest night of the 
year. Failure to pay certain in- 
ternal revenue obligatiors precipi- 
tated the move. 


Mickey Becker, operator of the 
club, was given until six o'clock 
New Year’s Eve to pay approxi- 
mately $5,500 the had failed to pay 


the Government covering salary 
withholding and_ social security 
taxes When the amount didn't 
come through Government agents 


padlocked the doors and seized all 
liquor on the premises. 








New Decree 


Continued from page 5 


|pictures where average rentals 
|ranges up to $100, 10% on rentals 


time | 


; now 


averaging up to $200, and 5% can- 
cellation on pictures with over $200 
average rental. 

Tom C. Clark, U. S. assistant at- 
torney general, from all indications 
will discuss proposals made by the 
consent decree cOmpanies with ex- 
hibitor leaders before any further 
suggestions are made by the Depart- 
ment of Justice. He meets 
tribs in N. Y., Monday (17). 

In general, consent companies are 
inclined to fall in line with the 
Department of Justice demands for 
strict limitation of chain expansion 
through purchase or construction of 
theatres. Some exception, of course, 
is expected in case of replacement 
of circuit houses by rebuilding. 


with dis- 


In regard to cancellations it is con- 


| sidered likely, according to insiders, 





that if the reported scale of can- 
cellation is incorporated into a new 
decree, or even if the figures are 
brought down, that decree distribu- 
tors will be automatically forced to 
selling larger blocks, such as Metro 
is now doing. By scheduling blocks 
a. large as 12, Metro has been giving 
a cancellation privilege. None of the 
others under the decree is selling 
more than five to a package. 

Meantime, a moot question has de- 
veloped within the industry and in 
legal circles with respect to pools 
where independent operators are 
concerned, Should the Dept. of Jus- 
tice insist on its demand for a ces- 
sation of pooling operations, the pre- 
sumption is that the distribs will 
wipe out pools where it’s only be- 
tween two or more decree com- 
panies. Since contracts are involved 
with independent operators in many 
instances and the indies are not a 
part of the decree, such pools cannot 
be wound up, from accounts, until 
present contracts come up for ree 
newal. Very often the pools have 
been negotiated on a long-term basis, 
in some cases running five years and 
more. 

Arbitration to cover some run, 
designating it, together with the 
clearance to apply, plus definition 
under the decree as to what consti- 
tutes an independent exhibitor, are 
also reported slated for inclusion in 


; | the new decree under negotiation. 
Oo al 


Exhibs going to arbitration have 
long complained of the inability of 
arbitrators and the Appeal Board to 


specify a run, though they have won 
' awards under which distributors are 


However, the law | 


Thus, giris of this age can be, 


alleys than in smaller film houses. | 


Hotels and restaurants are also fre- 
quent violators. 

Acknowledging that ‘the war is 
largely responsible’ for the increase 
in child labor law violations, and ‘in 
some degree mitigates it,” Commis- 
sioner Corsi said that ‘We cannot 
tolerate it...the child labor stand- 
ards of New York state must be 
maintained.’ If a child is injured 
while illegally employed in a mo- 
tion picture house or any other es- 
tablishment, his employer is subject 
to a financial penalty equal to the 
compensation award made to the 
injured minor or double indemnity. 





Soph’s Copa Date 

Sophie Tucker's starting date at 
the Copacabana, N. Y., has been 
set for March 9 to follow Jimmy 
Durante. 

She precedes her N. Y. engagement 
with a stay at the Bowery, Detroit, 
Feb. 21, to replace Harry Richman. 


obligated to furnish them product 
under some run. The old decree pro- 
vided no power on rulings except 
that the distribs must grant a run 
upon terms and conditions not cal- 
culated to defeat the purposes of the 
some run section. 

In connection with some run, no 
exhibitor could bring a complaint if 
operating more than five theatres, 
and then only if the theatre or the- 
atres involved were in existence 
prior to the date of the old decree, 
or a theatre which replaced that 


' house. New proposal is to raise this 


| 
| 





classification to six theatres in clas- 
sifying an indie under this clause and 
to remove the other provision as to 
prior existence or replacement. 











Soldier Vote 


Continued from page 1 


of the music publishing houses and 
film companies. 

Deems Taylor, Oscar Hammerstein 
2d, as well as other top flight people 
in the industry, have gone on record 
as disapproving jhe soldier vote 
question, expressing dissatisfaction 
with any idea that takes away a 
serviceman’'s franchise. A group of 
people led by Joan Alexander, a 
radio actress, took an ad in the 
N. Y. Times last Monday (10), 
and there is talk of organizing 








groups to take trips to Washington. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Latin Quarter 
(MIAMI BEACH) 
Miami Beach, Jan. 9. 

Radio Aces, Hibbert Byrd & La- 
Rue, Roliy Rolls, Lili St. Cyr, Har- 
old & Lola, Cecile Joy, Doctor 
Marcus, Latin Quarter’ Beauties 
416), Joe Candullo Orch (12), Juan 
Tineda Orch (5); $3 minimum. 





Shuttered last season because of 
as restrictions, this Palm Island 

ranch of Lou Walters’ click Broad- 
way nitery gets off to its “44 start 
with the ropes up and a backlog of 
reservations. 

As usual Walters is relying on 
visual appeal and breakneck pacing 
to supply the come-on, but this year 
jn addition is making a strong play 
for the military by building his 
revue around Lili St. Cyr, a long- 
stemmed stripper who is one of the 
hottest items to appear in a local 
class room. Gal is as streamlined as 
a P-38 and equipped with almost as 
much fire-power, but is almost cer- 
tain to offend many as routine car- 
ries beyond the border-line of good 
taste. She leaves nothing to the 
imagination. 

Supporting turns are solidly es- 
tablished standards and they score 
strongly, with the Radio Aces (3) 
hitting a takeoff pace that lifts din- 
ers off their stools. Boys are in rare 
form with set of timely routines 
which take them completely out of 
mimic classification. 

Adagio team of Hibbert, Byrd and 
LaRue are sock attraction. LaRue’s 
always convincing drunk interrup- 
tion causing customers to beef for a 
bouncer, with few getting wise until 
the roughhouse breaks loose. 

Impressionistic cobra dance by 
Harold and Lola is another eye- 
opener. Highlights ‘Pagan Love 
Song’ production number with line 
on in fluorescent flimsies for spec- 
tacular effect. 

Since his click at Jack Dempsey’s 
here, Doc Marcus has developed into 
a suave performer and is now giving 
with line of gab that keeps custom- 
ers howling. The rotund Doc has 
given up his legit magico pitch al- 
most entirely, and chief asset is his 
flair for working cuffo talent for 
boffo results. Under his tutelage, 
corny old hat-passing parlor game 
has become a guffaw producer that 
reduces the house to shambles. 

Wally Wanger has assembled a line 
of gorgeously costumed lookers for 
the hoofing chores, but gives them 
little to do by way of taxing their 
tootsies. Solo stepping spot is filled 
by Cecile Joy, a fresh-looking young 
ballerina who earns generous plaud- 
its with her sprightly spins. 

Finale, ‘Carnival Time,’ brings out 
the entire company including Miss 
St. Cyr for a parting peek, and winds 
up show with a colorful wallop. 

Joe Candullo’s orch plays a 
punchy accompaniment for the 
show, with Juan Tineda alternating 
at the rhumba romps. Leslie. 


Persian Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) 

Gomez & Beatrice, John Hoysradt, 
Bob Grant’s & Mark Monte’s Bands; 
$3 dinner minimum; $3 and $3.50 
supper cover. 





Heading the current layout with 
Gomez and Beatrice (New Acts) is 
John Hoysradt, mimic, who has been 
at the Plaza’s Persian Room before. 
The satirist introduces nothing new, 
his stuff retaining the takeoffs on 
newscasters Swing, Heatter and Kal- 
tenborn, plus the football nonsense 
and the Hildegarde impression. It’s 
stuff he’s been doing for years and, 
seemingly, it has been durable for 
years, but for so important an en- 

agement as the Persian Room, at 
east a couple new numbers are well 
in order. 

Speaking of Hildegarde, who just 
closed a three-month stay here, the 
contrast in business is remarkable. 
‘But,’ as maitre d’hotel Fred says, 
*maybe it’s just as well; we all need 
a rest from that abnormal rush of 
customers.’ 

Bob Grant holds over, ditto the 
equally expert Mark Monte Conti- 
nentals (relief band), but that $1 and 
$1.50 dinner cover charge, for guests 
remaining after 9 p.m., is not cricket 
for the present show setup. Maybe, 
when the attraction is socko, that’s 
all right, although in the pre-war- 
time boom days the Plaza’s $3- 
and-up selective dinner was a good 
buy, with the $1.50-$2.50 couvert ob- 
taining @hly for supper. Now the 
latter tariff is $3 and $3.50. Abel. 


La Cenga, N. Y. 


Carmen Amaya, Antonia & Leonor 


Amaya, Gloria Belmonte, Paco 
Amaya, Sabicas, Geronimo Villarino, 
Marta Dominquez, Enoch Light 


Orch, Machito Rhumba Kings; $2.50 
minimum, $3.50 Saturdays. 





Jack Harris has brought the Amaya 
troupe back to his Broadway nitery, 
with result that La Conga has again 

come the magnet for devotees of 
the flamenco dance. Headed by the 
fiery Carmen Amaya, who was in 
rare form when caught, the ensemble 
Put on a satisfying 40-minute show 
that also features Sabicas, the con- 
cert guitarist, and Marta Dominquez, 
Havana charmer, making her initial 
nitery engagement in this country. 
Singer, possessing a deep, low- 





| 
| 


} 





| 
! 


pitched voice, is reviewed under 
New Acts. 

The dancers in the Amaya troupe, 
her sisters, Antonia and Leonor, as 
well as Gloria Belmonte, although 
both able and well trained in the 
flamenco routines, are dimmed to 
background status, however, when 
the turbulent, diminutive Carmen 
takes the floor. Her feet beat out 
the rhythms with an amazing in- 
tensity. The lithe twistings of her 
wiry body complement the sure, 
swift foot work, which at times was 
further emphasized by the clicking 
of the castinets. 





| 
! 


Standout, as usual, | 


is Miss Amaya’s solo garbed in the} 


white, tight-fitting suit as she as- 
sumes the male part in stamping out 
a terrific rhythm of fiery power. 

A closing ensemble number fea- 
tures the guitar playing of Sabicas 
and Paco Amaya, and the beating 
out of the complex rhythm by hand 


clapping, with an occasional vocal 
assist by Geronimo Villarino. Miss 
Belmonte, both attractive and well 


able to hold her own, is featured in 
the opening dance, with Miss 
Amaya’s sisters spotted as a team and 
together with the headliner, 

Sabicas gets a big hand with his 
skillful manipulating of the guitar, 
pulling forth, as usual, notes of un- 
usual beauty in his two short num- 
bers. His soloing, however, is just 
a teaser, preventing full presenta- 
tion of his talents. He could easily 
have stayed on. 

Alternating on the bandstand and 
both doing an effective job are 
Enoch Light and his orch and 
Machito and his Rhumba Kings. 

Rose. 


La Martinique, N. Y. 

Sheila Bond, Murtah Sisters (3), 
Zero Mostel, Maximilian Bergere’s 
Orch (8), Socasas Orch (8); $2.50 
weekdays, $3.50 Sat. and holidays. 





What La Martinique has done for 
Danny Kaye, Jackie Miles and Danny 
Thomas in spotlighting their nifty 
comedic talents should also be ap- 
plicable for Zero Mostel, making his 
first p.a. since his recent medical 
discharge from the Army. 

The Army hasn’t dulled Mostel’s 
sense of mimicry. And the peak to 
which he was rapidly soaring when 
his induction came along is some- 
thing that seems inevitably near now 
that he’s in a spot where he can be 
seen to excellent advantage by the 
usual show-wise mob that frequents 
this spot. 

Some of Mostel’s stuff seems new, 
while some is by now standard with 
him. It’s a question, though, of more 
proper pacing and routining stuff, 
which is notably strong at the very 
start with his Hitler and Durante 
takeoffs, but then tapers off. It isn’t 
that the rest of his material isn’t 
good; it’s just that his first two bits 
are tough to follow. But, withal, one 
of the hottest comics around. 

Of the other two acts on the bill, 
one is the comedy jive trio of the 
Murtah Sisters, always boff and 
seemingly more so at this catching. 
They’re fetching lookers, with the 
tall, middle one the fulcrum for the 
zanies with her grotesqueries. Their 
material is mostly all good, original, 
and they never let up for a moment. 

Sheila Bond is a cute little hoofer 
who opens the bill with standard 
taps. ine was out at this catching 
because several of the girls were ill, 

Maximilian Bergere’s eight-piece 
band remains a solid combo for 
playing a show and also for the cus- 


tomer dansapation. Ditto the So- 
casas Latin combo for the hoof. 
Kahn. 


Glass Hat. N. Y. 
(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 
Pat Abbott, Floria Vestoff, Roy 
Davis, Dick Buckley, Mickey Alpert 
Orch (10) with Grace Reilley, Nino 
Morales Rhumba Band; $2-$2.50 
minimum, 





New revue at this well patronized 
East Side room has the ingredients 
for good entertainment but as staged 
opening night (7) was hodge-podgy 
and poorly timed. After customary 
greetings from Mickey Alpert, nifty 
tapper Floria Vestoff comes on for 
clicko routine of whirls and fancy 
stepping. She should have been 
spotted later in the show. 

Roy Davis, a hard working mug- 
ger, follows with freak act in which 
he goes through exaggerated mo- 
tions of singing while record-player 
planted at side mike gives out vocals. 

Davis, off to nice hand, paves way 
for tiny Pat Abbott, firecracker 
comedienne, with special] lyric trim- 
mings for ‘Semebody Loves Me,’ 
‘McNamara’s Band,’ ‘Hep Cat in My 
Heart’ and ‘You Made Me Love 
You. Alpert does stooge bit for 
last named which moved in familiar 
Judy Garland groove. Singer has 
looks, oodles of pep and personality 
which brought customers into fold 
at start and kept them there. (New 
Acts.) 

Dick Buckley, let them get away, 
however, with one of the slowest 
moving floorshow turns ever on ex- 


| hibit hereabouts. 


Tall, well set-up comic sporting a 
Colonna like moustache is familiar 
to theatre audiences with his mass 
ventriloquist turn using volunteer 
stooges to simulate conversation 
while he gives out with Amos and 


Andy voices from a crouching posi- 
tion behind the foils. The act didn’t 
move in these intimate surroundings 
and shows need of revamping for 
nitery presentation. 

Funny bit at finish with Buckley 
and one of four stooges in fast hat- 
changing routine fared better and 
would have been smart closer. He 
continued, nowever, with unpromis- 
ing imitation of doddering oldster 
which was abandoned midway when 
comic pleaded voice trouble and 
Alpert followed with explanation he 
was exhausted after plane trip from 
Chi. Buckley displayed plenty of 
self assurance but little in the way 
of laugh-getting material. 

Phil Romano, band’s ‘concert mas- 
ter,’ batons for show while Alpert 
takes over for dance portion. Latter 
emcees agreeably without too much 


chatter and gets the principals on 
and off in nice style. The Morales 
| maracas combo rates a nod along 
with Alpert combo. Donn. 











Cafe Society Uptown 

Jimmy Savo, Hazel Scott, Kenneth 
Spencer, John Sebastian, Teddy Wil- 
son Band (6), Eugene Fields Trio; 
$2.50-$3.50 minimum. 

Jimmy Savo has returned to this 
east 58th street spot, for what looks 
like another long run. He held the 
spotlight here for more than six 
months not long ago, and this time 
comes back to round out a 65-min- 


ute show which leaves the custom- 
ers satisfied. 

Rest of the performers in this 
divertissement have also proved 
their drawing power on numerous 
occasions. Hazel Scott, sepia jive} 


pianist, never lets anybody down, be 
it in a nightclub, stage show or on 
screen. John Sebastian is truly a 
virtuoso of the harmonica. Kenneth 
Spencer, Negro basso who portrayed 
roles in ‘Cabih in the Sky’ and 
‘Bataan’ on the screen, held the 
audience during his rendition of 
several spirituals and marching 
songs when caught, while the Teddy 
Wilson band, featuring drummer 
Sidney Catlett, rounds out the show 
capably. Savo is the only new- 
comer to layout, all others being 
holdovers. Wilson emcees the setup 
in a personable manner. 

Savo has been doing the same act 
for a number of years, and like all 
good things, he improves with age. 
His imaginary juggling act is stand- 
ard by now, but the singing of 
‘Dancing in the Dark,’ ‘Old Black 
Magic,’ ‘Road to Mandalay’ and 
‘This Is Worth Fighting For,’ with 
original lyrics and business, kept the 
crowded room filled with laughter. 
He had to beg off. 

Wilson’s crew and the Eugene 
Fields trio alternate for dancing. 
Biz terrif despite storm (3). Sten. 


Bowery, Detroit 
Detroit, Jan. 8. 

Dr. Giovanni, Hylton Sisters (3), 
Helen Lane, Jimmy Ray, Cheena De 
Simone Dancers (5), Burton’s Birds, 
Charlie Carlisle, Lee Mason, Victory 
Girls (8), Benny Resh Orch (8). 
Admission $1 week days, $1.50 Fri- 
day, Saturday and Sunday. 





This sprawling nitery in Detroit's 
suburb of Hamtramck which 
charges more than theatre admis- 
sions, has dressing rooms classier 
than the club itself and easily picks 
up a nut at the gate for $7,000 and 
$8,000 shows weekly continues to be 
a phenomenon in show biz. Al- 
thougi the current show lacks the 
big name Fank Barbaro usually has, 
it provides a good example of the 
Bowery formula where acts don’t 
make two appearances, but are 
lucky to get a crack for their full 
routine somewhere between 9:30 
p.m. and 2 a.m. in the continuous 
show. 

Out of the Army, Carlisle, as m.c., 
knits the whole proceedings to- 
gether with his plenty blue gags 
with his new material consisting of 
a comic routine on his experiences 
as a buck private. He still intro- 
duces everybody in tie house, cadg- 
ing for cigars; orders the waitresses 
to ‘break it up. Everytime two 
start whispering we got another 
strike,’ pans the boss and throws in 
such honest self-appraisal about acts 
as ‘They're like me—no talent, just 
guts. But that’s the stuff that has 
made the Bowery what it is, a spot 
that holds more than 1,000 and turns 
them away nightly. 

Everybody works hard and long 
in the floor show including amateurs 
who are worked in casually—good 
or awful. The line of 8 Victory 
Girls is nicely costumed and open 
with a Russian number bolstered by 
the De Simone dancers, two boys 
and three girls, in conventional, 
posturing routines. 

Miss Lane works through five 
numbers on the steel guitar, mixing 
pop and classical melodies; Burton 
puts his love birds through their cir- 
cus stunts for a different type of 
nitery turn; the Hylton Sisters get 
big appreciation on their five songs 
including ‘In My Arms,’ ‘I'd Rather 
Be a Colonel,’ ‘Seventeen’ and their 
pat ‘Miss Georgia, Miss Alabam and 
Miss Tennessee’; the line and dance 
troupe worked together in a nifty 
‘Bells of St. Mary’s’ number again 
dressed in taste; Jimmy Ray does 
his soft shoe work ranging from a 
‘whispering Samba’ to impersona- 
tions ef Frisco, Pat Rooney, Eddie 
Leonard, etc., until the crowd had 
exhausted him; Lee Mason was held 
out on the floor to lend his pleas- 
ant baritone to eight numbers which 
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New Aets 


MARTA DOMINQUEZ 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
La Conga, N. Y. ’ 
New Latin importation possesses 


MARIE CORD 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Rio Casino, Boston 
Having cast a quizzical eye in the 


vocal qualities and sufficient eye ap- | direction of Ann Corio, Margie Hart 
peal to indicate that she may have and other burlesque queens who've 


unusual possibilities. She has a low 
throaty quality that’s not often 
heard and she knows how to use it. 

Miss Dominquez was caught at the 
opening performance here, marking 
her initial appearance in this coun- 
try (she had only arrived from Ha- 
vana three days earlier). Though 
suffering from laryngitis, she demon- 
strated a fluent voice with its mel- 
low contralto qualities. 

Senorita Dominquez’s songs are 
strictly in the Latin idiom, enhanced 
by an effective manner of presenta- 
tion. Oddly enough,’ neither her 
features nor her mannerisms sug- 
gest the senorita type as known to 
U. S. niteries. Rose. 


ROY DOUGLAS 
Ventriloquism 
10 Mins. 
Gay Continental, N. Y. 
Like many talking acts, Roy Doug- 
las lacks sufficient material to put 


my is carved with enough personali- 
ty to have audiences take to it. 

He indulges in long stretches of 
dialog that fail to excite the crowd’s 
risibilities. Editing of his present 
script and addition of new lines 
would aid him appreciably. He does 
have some good bits that could form 
nucleus of a better act. 
topper, wrestling with the dummy 
in order to get him into the packing 


case, is a well-contrived piece of 
business. More novelty of similar 
calibre is needed here. Jose. 
LENNY.LANE 

Songs 

5 Mins, 


Gay Continental, N. Y. 

Lenny Lane’s two semi-classical of- 
ferings at this spot are sufficient to 
stamp him as a performer to be reck- 
oned with. While his delivery is 
somewhat overdone, his robust 
tenor, careful diction and fine phras- 
ing more than compensate for the 
exaggerations on the side of senti- 
ment. 


He is equally proficient at emcee- | 


ing. He knows how to give an act a 
proper buildup and help his col- 
leagues collect applause without giv- 
ing the appearance of milking. 

Jose. 





ILSE BOIS 

Diseuse 

12 Mins. 

Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

Ilse Bois is from the Continent, in 
this country and in retirement for 
some years. She's a sister of Curt 
Bois, Hollywood character actor. On 
her own she manifests a seasoned 

ir but in her cafe stint at this 
‘continental’ boite she comes off only 
fairly. 

She is given to bizarre getups, Rus- 
sian double-talk, French pig-Latin, 
and the like, and it’s funny in spots, 
adequate for the course, but nothing 
socko. Abel. 





took in about everything on the hit 
parade. 

Giovanni is a great closer with his 
pickpocketry which now includes 
putting back of a vest after taking 
it off from under a coat and lifting 
wristwatches and wallets endlessly 
from the eight audience volunteers. 
There doesn’t have to be any com- 
ment on the Resh’s band’s dance- 
ability. Dances would only inter- 
fere with all-night floor show—and 
the drinking. Pool. 


Gay Continental, N. Y. 
Lenny Lane, Ruth Webb, Roy 
Douglas, Six Mamselles, Nick Ro- 
mano’s Orch (5), Fred Fassler’s 
String Ensemble (4). Saturday and 
holiday minimum $2.50. 





Site on which this latest addition 
to the local entertainment scene, is 
rich in theatrical lore being housed 
on the premises previously occupied 
by the old NVA. William Cantor, a 
restaurant operator, has taken the 
basement of the building, giving it 
a tasteful decor in the continental 
manner and opened just before the 
New Year’s eve splash. 

Highpoint of entertainment is pro- 
vided by Fred Fassler’s string en- 
semble which in a brief moment as 
part of the floorshow, gives out with 
Viennese melodies that fall delight- 
fully on the ear. Fassier plays a 
scimaltzy violin and also shows 
proficiency at baritoning. Combo 
goes over nicely. 

Rest of the bill is made up of 
newcomers. Lenny Lane (New 
Acts) emcees and sings in a robust 
tenor, while Ruth Webb (New Acts) 
with nice arrangements and capable 
delivery makes a nice impression. 
Roy Douglas (New Acts) ventrilo- 
quist completes the line-up with his 
skillful dummy operation. 

Nick Romano's orch provides 
competent showbacking. Jose. 

Tony Pastor bringing a new singer, 
Virginia Maxey, succeeding Patti 
Powers, to the Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
with him on Friday (7). Miss Maxey 
was formerly with Charlie Barnet. 


‘graduated’ into legit, films and mu- 
sicals, Marie Cord is embarking on 
the same path via the nitery route 
with a song and semi-strip routine. 
Has possibilities. 

Former burlesquer has a good 
routine of special material written 
for her by Lee Morris, and while 
she’s not quite ready to switch onto 
the main track, chances are she'll 


| get the stride of it pretty quick as 


| or style for classier places. 


His | 





him into the bigtime, although ven- | ent, 


triloquy technique is good and dum-| Strip routine to point up the lyries 


burlesque assurance and stage pres- 
ence will see her through until she 
catches on to the subtleties of mikes 
and bands. 

Her voice, a little bit hard at the 
moment, is basically okay, and she 
phrases well and punchily. She sings 
‘How I Became a Varga Girl’ (to 
tune of ‘I Said No’), ‘Take Me Back 
to Minsky’s’ and ‘Pistol Packin’ 
Mama,’ all with special gaggy lyrics. 
Only pop tune is ‘People Will Say,’ 
which she does pretty well. Natur- 
ally, she plays up the figure depart- 
and does a suggestion of a 


of the ‘Minsky’ tune. Still hasn’t 
got quite the right costume, hair-do 
She’s a 
good draw here, though, and should 
do well in othe: places catering to 
similar trade. At any rate, she’s off to 
a good start, and so as her 
material is right, she should come 
along nicely. Elie. 


long 


GOMEZ & BEATRICE 
With William Bender 
Dancers, Songs 
15 Mins. 
Hotel Plaza, New York 

Luis Gomez (formerly & Winona) 
has a new partner in Beatrice, a per- 
sonality vis-a-vis, and both should 
go far, especially with their new set- 
up. They have refined the Mary 
Raye & Naldi trick of audible poetic 
‘production’ dramatizations to accom- 
pany their terps. Where Raye & 
Naldi merely accented the ‘Sylvia’ 
number vocally, Gomez & Beatrice 
now do the whole book. They give 
William Bender billing as he visibly 


| chirps all the songs, thus forming a 


vocal background for their dances, on 
top of the usual musical support 
from the expert Bob Grant band. 
Gomez, a veteran of the wars, has 
trained down some 30 pounds and 
looks at least 10 years younger for 
it. He does the standard routines 
from ‘Right Guy’ and ‘Black Magic’ 
to the bolero, paso doble and rhumba 
(‘Babalu’) For the latter he also 
borrows from the ‘champagne hour’ 
idea, but his trick is shorter and 
suaver, as both pick up audience 
partners for ad lib participants. They 
then shunt off the audience dancers 
on each other, and the team finishes 
professionally, rather than in ama- 
teur contest fashion. Abel. 


PAT 
Songs 
10 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 

Diminutive Pat Abbott puts heavy 
accent on pep and gymnastics to sell 
her stuff but has plenty of vocal 
stock in trade to go along. She has 
good range, and mike knowledge 
helps a lot. 

Opening recitation-song calls at- 
tention to her lack of height and fea- 
tures self-kidding along lines of 
what customers are saying about her. 
Then into ‘Somebody Loves Me’ for 
good impresh. ‘McNamara’s Band’ 
only wenk spot when caught (7), 
with audience failing to join in as 
requested. ‘Hep Cat in My Heart’ 
features so-so Hildegarde imitation 
but rest of song is well sold. Miss 
Abbott closes with Judy Garlandish 
‘You Made Me Love You,’ using 
Mickey Alpert, m.c., as heart-throb 


ABBOTT 


stooge. This strong finisher is good 
for a return but gal chose to leave 
them wanting more. » Donn, 
KEMMYS 

Comedy-Adagio 

8 Mins. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Idea behind the comedy-adagio 
routines of this mixed white pair, in 
an otherwise all-sepia bill, is essen- 
tially funny, but needs further de- 
velopment before they can graduate 
to downtown houses. 

Routine starts out in a serious vein, 
with the gal doing a solo garbed in 
evening dress, but male’s appearance 
in regulation street clothes, come 
plete to a fedora, starts off the com- 
edy, which eventually winds up to 
the point where the guy is more in- 
terested in the position of the hat 
than keeping up with the femme. 

Kemmys deliver some laugh-pro- 
voking stunts, but, as seen at this 
house, fail to live up to their full 
potentialities. Jose. 


RUTH WEBB 

Singing 

6 Mins. 

Gay Continental, N. Y. 

Miss Webb makes a favorable im- 
pression with strong pipes and classy 
arrangements. 

Best of her numbers is a lament on 
the speedup of the classics, in which 
she brings in quite a few standards 
in regulation and syncopated style. 
Other tune she does is a good ar- 
rangement of ‘Loch Lomond.’ Jose, 
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LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 12, 1944 





Plays on Broadway 


Plays Out of Town 


Wallflower 








Dream Street Beat 


(Broadway Legit Lowdown) 











Margie Hart spurning burlesk bids while taking acting lessons from Jay 


| Adler...Laird Cregar unhapyy out loud at Sardi’s because he stil! hasn't 
| found that certain script...Marie Louise Elkins returns to New York next 


week to begin launching ‘Shoemaker’s House,’ which Joe Calleia may 
stage...Jack DeShay, understudy in ‘Othello,’ is the first to hon onto 
Equity’s okay on library theatre productions. Is producing Ibsen's ‘Wild 
| Duck’ at the 125th...The grapevine says DeLiagre mav have Miriam 
| Hopkins and Franchot Tone for leads in the Chi edition of ‘Turtle’. As 
for Chi co of ‘Over 21,, Ben Boyar says not for six weeks Half the nite- 
clubs and shows had representatives at the party tendered Canada Lee. 
Saturcay (8), celebrating his first big film role CLifeboat’) 

They put Renee Carroll on as a quiz kid at ‘Double or Nothing’ ana 
she walked out with $80 Despite the enormous bankroll Mark Warnow 
blitzed in ‘What's Up,’ he is now scrutinizing five plays, all musicals 


Over 21 , Value it has must be traced to the sii. tanta Wimington, Jan. 6. 
Afax Gardon production of comed » | eccentric comedy mannerisms of the | 7 87*h ot, SEL tet Smee. ine ieee 
acts by Ruth Gordon. Stars Ruth Gordon, | star. Without her there would be no | ieginala Denham * ate at 
staged by George S. Kaufman, sett vy |show. It can’t hope for much of a) setting, Samuel Leve. At Playhouse, Wil- 
Rartmand Save At Music box, N Y stay. , mington Jan. #-7-S, it . “1 top 
te pty sen as —— ssieat ta ‘Ramshackte Inn’ clatters all over | - os ng ; eee nanan Ree 
Roy Lupten forms | the stage in its too-frequently dull. | Warren James... . ss... ; Murs 
Ponta Whar Ruth ¢ obvious script, and it’s only in the} a Hennicut........ Ann Dere 
\! Wharton. ......ccc ees i s third act that there is some measure | Andrew Linnet......-. \\ Gireauza | 
! rt pore | ng = } aes ' 1 hk Linnet ree av ih 
Gh a of laughs, and these are engende1 sei le nage yr 6 Rolfe 
\ Xn Bn by the star in an old piece of busi- | jie. | ee WE he ee ot i Mahot 
‘ 1 ( \ u ness, ( \l ' In 
we : e 4 Miss Pitts plays a spinster who , Wardw Jat 
~ ree a eee Ya Gee with her meager savings buy a + =a damaoge ' 
downtrodden rural hotel. After she! 5 ‘bie ' : 
\ eY ct : , take 0 31071 1 couple of my) h FY , o 
I ‘ ice ¢ ne i) 
al ig wy : il¢ 
‘ ' R ( il Listill In ‘Wallflower’ Mey Da ha 
i pl oO »] , Cella y UF iicked a comedy ' Ost { 
ev Oo In | employ¢ MI P ingredients otf offi 
f ; t c in} t i B cial bow as a pro ! It fa 
‘ R ( And ! ) ib] tre inny, and a g1 A t ch I 
] ' : \ pw he Mary Orr and R ld De in 
’ B aucy dialog with telling effect At 
Co ilso R el A O , ! resent the main dra a fra 
a oress Ruth Gord la ’ Sp a ap cian eee tae vile and always obvio plot but a 
ny ‘cen rok 7 R re ~ le oe the play Jor Dow! : hard-working cast give it freshness, 
Gordo ne of these ( ‘ » plays the gangster with his usual! and co-author Denhan staging 
: sadiege é venom, and Harlan Briggs is amu keeps things moving at a fast pace 
Over 21 is short on plot and long | ingly hammy as the constable. Ruth ienitil aida ng en sise. eaiail 
on la is. Its principal characte Holden, third of the trio to be fea- — with ag = hapa a a 
are reat ily identifiable as loose por- tured. looks a little too chic to be a de vot 1 two Set — ers ove : the | 
te of familiar personalities, which |G-woman. though she does credita- | tiful and ee ee ae _ | 
mak the play that much funnier.} bly. But this is Miss Pitts show. | othe attractive Out 2 HOM Bs lOve. | 
particularly to New York audiences ‘ Kahn. [The setting Is a smal Ohio town 
The n character. more or les where the gal fathe: assistant 
represet 1 Dorothv Parke s mal — ° nm district attorney and \ Oo hobby 1: | 
( Armv Air Force (Vice Publicist Replies lo finding a cure for juvenile delin- | 
cal ate ) ( epres« , . ; ° auency. Nothing much happens until | 
italy Gemctenk. fanuute deltior ar te Hopkins’ Aid Proposal Aci 2. when the police raid a noto 
ne per PM. There's also a char- New York Ous roadhou e ana the vallflowei 
act¢ nore o1 representing Mar- Editoi ‘Varietv’: rl and her chicnood pl Age —_ 
shall Field, publisher of PM and the Saale. a "ie misihiit ada ee found sharing the sam b¢ | avery - 
Chicago Sun. and there are a hilari 7 eee a ere . body is pretty much upset. including | 
ous spoot of Orson Welles and a cari- Writing six-page daily releases make the authors, but everything wo ks | 
cature of a Hollywood produce you feel that wa) out happily in time for the final cur- | 
The play’s locale is Miami, where In bygone years, if I had read | tain. A funny sidelight is the sud- | 
the novelist-scenarist has gone to be | Edwin Hopkins’ ‘Variety’ article sug- | den popularity of the wallfl wel gal 
with her officer candidate-husband. | gesting that producers create funds |“ ith the men after it becomes known | 
The sketchy story deals with such | to aid young authors, all authors, I | She doesn't always sleep alone. | 
topical matters as housing shortages would have reacted enthusiastically, However, it’s the bright. brittle | 
near Army camps, the comparative sent letters to all producers. call ,@|lnes, amusing situations. and the | 
difficulty of men absorbing knowl- |), , we | competent cast which hold audience | 
edec after they're over 21 (hence the atte won o the article, and then Say.) interest. Mary Rolfe is a happy se- | 
title), the vagaries of Hollywood, the ‘Well, fellows, come and get me. I'll | lection for the title role. and Sunni 
exigencies of newspaper publishing | take some of those funds, gladly.’ O'Dea, heretofore identified with 
in wartime, the incomprehensibility But this letter is a sneer. Where, musicals, does well as the flashy 
of Army officer tests and various | does Hopkins get the pipe’ sister. 
other :. sual a ag hek . The action I have read such wishful thinkings Walter N. Greaza teals every | 
starts slowly..builds to a dizzy scene Peer , ; , ‘ scene in which he appea as the | 
of solo stage business by Miss Gor- before. Ten years ago I heard that | ¢ ilv . 10 finds } juvenile | 
don at the first-act curtai h} Broadway was planning such ven- | ‘#%% head who finds his juvenile 
eee ee act’ curtain, ebbs : om Mega ee | delinquency program endangered by 
slightly in the second act, and pyra- | tures. But the circle insidious must his daughter's escapade. The mother 
mids to a crack-brained final act. have begun before that. I am too) jg capably played by Kathryn Giv- 
Not only is the dialog crammed | young to have too many memories | ney, and Joel Marston. after a slow 
with sparkling comedy lines, but|of Broadway of the Roaring|start, builds up to a good comedy | 
probably not since ‘Arsenic and Old | Twenties, but.... performance as the Princeton lad | 
Lace’ has a Broadway play contained I : seciaiaies laid saad ; who causes all the commotion. 
as much goofy stage business. As the do remember that only three pre-/ Vilma Kurer, as the Austrian maid | 
authoress, Miss Gordon may owe |W! years ago I sent letters to the! who has trouble with the English | 
something to her husband, Army Lt. | story chiefs of Warners, Columbia language, adds to the general gaiety. | 


Garson Kanin, and possibly to stager 
George S. Kaufman. The latter may 
also rate some of the credit for the 
performance, including Miss Gor- 
don’s own. But in a show as skillful 
and amusing as ‘Over 21, there’s 
plenty of credit to spare. 

Miss Gordon's playing is. of course, 
spirited and versatile and incisive. 
one of the genuinely standout com- 
edy performances of the season. 
Loring Smith is excellent as the dy- 
namic publisher. Harvey Stephens is 
believable and likable in the straight 
part of the officer candidate, and 
Philip Loeb’s clear and deft playing 
of the Hollywood produeer adds im- 
measurably to the third-act mirth. 


b 


Jessie Busley and Dennie Moore click | 


as the colonel’s dimwit ladies and 
Carrol] Ashburn is properly dense as 
the colonel. Kay Aldridge and Ed- 
die Hodge are acceptable in bit parts. 
but Beatrice Pearson and Tom Sei- 
del fail to extricate themselves from 
the slow opnening scene. 

Kaufman's artful. inventive stag- 
ing, except for that same openine 
scene, adds cnormously to the play's 
effectiveness, and Raymond Sovey’s 
single setting. although it looks 
somewhat oversize, admirably cre- 
ates an atmosphere of tawdry Florida 
splendor. 

The click of ‘Over 21° gives Max 
Gordon two concurrent Broadwav 
hits. The other is ‘Doughgirls,” which 
also has two companies on tour. In 
addition, there are currentiv road 
companies of two other Gordon pro- 


dictions of previous seasons. ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ and ‘Junior Miss.’ 
Hobe. 
Ramshackle Inn 

Triste Reud production of meledramat 
f e n three ac (A seenes) tye George 
Visi tseor Sturs Zasu Pitts: features le 
Ths ng Harlan Brice Reeth  tholden 
siaged by Arthur Sircom: setting, Freder : 
ho costumes, Pere Clark Ononed at 
Vic mM» © Jan. 5, "46: S580 ton (Shite 
(+) t rit ’ 
A ven LERREREOCL UCIT ETT Tre Mai ncu 
Je Be eee eoeces Ruth Holder 
& oe e Toe Downir 
Nl ! ORs i Gaabescatvv een Ruth Gia 
Co ils Small Harlan Brie 
Lelinda Pryde,. ZAasu 
Conmmodeor Luciu Pon re. Ralph Therck 
Gail Ruse ; I ne 
Al Misher ...-Maurine Alexon 
Ir FRUssell. . ccs Richard Role 
y: Phillipe... eeeece. William Plee 
M Temple Terre re TT eee Reval Dona Tr 
Mat Teniple coece . Mar i helimes 
Ciilhoates 06306050062 a Robert Ton 
red Porte: Piesecnees John Lorenz 








{radio show. is joining Universal to 
| handle special assignments. 


‘Max Finn’s Daughter in Opera Bow 


Here it is a week after ‘Ramshackle | 


Inn’ opened at the Royale on Broad- 
way, and the play, despite those no- 
tices, is managing to keep its head 


above water. The answer lies in| 
ZaSu Pitts. The Hollywood film 
comedienne is making her first 
Broadway legit appearance in this 


so-called farce, and whatever b.0o. | Seville.’ 


| the dead turkey. 


and Metro, suggesting that this pro- 


lific 


industry needs nourishment, 


needs to be fed as much newness as 


possible 


that it could do that easily, 


economically, by establishing a| 
junior-writer chore in New York} 
which would be attached to the | 
Broadway theatre, a combination | 


stock company-Pasadena Playhouse- | 


Yale 47 Workshop. Not even replies 


did 


| this district, working out of the local 


I get. I knew it 


dream. 


was a pipe 


Mr. Hopkins, my sympathy is for | 
you. Just think how all those guys | 
whe. had the same idea I have had | 
must be chuckling at you, and writ- | 
ing letters to the editor saying, I had 
that idea many years ago, and no one | 
listened to me. but the editor gives 
you a column and a half to resurrect 


George Lewis. 











| Exchanges 


Continued from page 30 





tion at Sampson, N. Y., where he’s 


| stationed. 


Gene Gaudette, transferred by 
RKO from Cleveland, will be in} 
charge of company’s exploitation in 


exchange. 


| reelected president of Filmrow Ex- 


| were: 
j - . * , 
}arms; Celia Stumpf. Rose Ventrone 


| Drew. 


ter of Max Finn, 


change Emplovees Union, Local B-11. 
Sara Kells, RKO, vice-pres.; Mildred | 
Kindlin, Warners, secretary. and Al- | 


fred Kuhn, Warners, treasurer, also | 
reclected. Other officers named | 
Haroid Stein, sergeant-at- | 


and Hilda Alvin, trustees: and execu- 
tive board: Mary Hughes. Gertrude | 
3ovle, Anthony Weyrauch, Harold | 
Tinker, Marie Eckerman and Bob | 


Keller With Universal 

Harry Keller, free-lance p.a. iden- | 
tified with William Morris office and 
also with Colgate - Palmolive - Pect 


Keller will work under the super- 
vision of Al Horowitz. 





Springtield, Mass., Jan. 11. 
Rebecca Finn, 17-year-old daugh- 
general manager | 


for the E. M. Loew company of Bos- 
;ton, made her pro operatic debut 


Wednesday (5) with the San Carlo | 
Opera Co.. at the Court Square the- | 
atre, local Loew house. She was 
heard as Rosina in ‘Barber of 


| 
| 
F 
| 


Ted Tolley, head shipper at Metro, | 
| 


| the 


Minor roles are well handled by Ann 
Dere, Leona Powers. Kurt Richards, 
Charles Laffin and Fred I. Lewis. 
Co-author Mary Orr makes a brief 
but effective appearance as a sophis- 


| ticated New York magazine editor. 


Samuel Leve's single set of a base- 
ment rumpus room is excellent. 
Klep. 


Cherry Orchard 
New Haven, Jan. 6. 


Carly Wharton and Margaret Webster 
production of Chelhoy cowed in four acts, 
translated by Irma Skariatina, Stars Kea 
Le Gallienne and Joseph  Schildkruaut: 
staged by Muss Le Gallieune: designed b 
Motley. Opened at Shubert, New llaven, 
Jan. 6, "44; $2.75 top. 

CMI 4645604544554 bs Stefan Sehnabel 
PP 0 64406666546 eke es Klizabeth Eustis 
MPIMOAOV oc cccccscesecoce oR ( Malley 
PUB. 2 vives Cocccccccccece A. G. Andrews 

ANYR. cove TESELEERELT TTT Lois Vall 
pds 5 FEUTULTERTCTEER ETT Katherine Mmery 
Lyubov Andrereyvna -. Nva Le Gallienne 
Leonid Andreyeviteh....doseph Schildkraut 
Charlotta Ivanovna,.........ie0na Roberts 
Semyomoyv-Pitschik...... Carl Benton Reid 
nt” PPT PETE ee CT eee ee Siunley Phillips 
Petya Troflmov...... Cecescces Mluard Zranz 
mS SOOM. .28c60 eocses Kivu Aditos 
Phe Station Master eeecccces Michael Gray 
\ Post-Officee Clerk........ .<mee Tey nds 
Servants and Cnests—Loui Hhelies iho- 

atrice Manley, Annette Sorel 2 nine 

It looks like someone rubbed the 
wrong Ouija board on this one. This 


newest revival of the Chekhov com- 
edy will probably be received polite- 
ly, but it will hardly create the the- 
atrical stir that might have been ex- 
pected in view of its present sponsors 
and delineators. 

Here is the paradox of a glove-fit- 


| ting cast, sterling direction, a script 


of international repute. and a hand- 


;}some physical production all being 


tossed into the hopper at one end of 
diversion mill and, yet. what 
comes out at the other end does not 
sum up as Satisfying entertainment. 
The answer probably lies in the fact 
that this particular script, while re- 


gar’ -d among the toppers some 40 
yea’. ago, today shapes up as mild 


fodcer to assuage a modern audience. 
Translation by Irma Skariatina flows 


smoothly and seems to give lines 
their full significance. but in the last 
analysis, thread of play is pretty 
slim. 

Viewing ‘Cherry Orchard’ once 
again revives earlier wonder as to 


just why the play is classified as 


comedy. If there is anything funny 
about a woman:losing her small son 
through drowning. becoming the 


mistress of a man who is dying, and 


finally having her estate sold out 
from under her, this play-catcher 
has never been able to appreciate 


that type of bellylaugh. If this script 
is accurate as a picture of the Rus- 
sian sense of humor. no doubt the 


| siege of Stalingrad will one of these 





| missable. 


; to the March 


|is right 





Lynn Riggs has finished the first act of ‘The Valley,’ comedy, and exvects 


to be penned by 


open together 


the last curtain 
spouse, Spivy: they 


Feb. 1 
at Spivy’s rool, nexi Wed 


Fred Keating has rejoined his 


Clare Tree 


Major has been fighting a losing battle with the truck drivers of her tour- 


ing children’s shows 
one quilt the show 

wood 
of singing girls. 


by 


} 


(They also play small parts in the show.) 
abandoning the car and 
‘Rosalinda’ and ‘Aliah Be Praised’ are vying for the town’s quota 


The last 
vanishing towards Holly- 


‘Awake and Sing’ is on the boards again, in Cedarhurst The 
Roxy theatre let 14 of its chorus boys out last weel Tired of 
waiting for a script, Whitford Kane has written one himself, ‘Sweet 
Auburn’ Richard Rodgers trying to find a tasty title for his 
new comedy, due in the spring Frederick Fow tells friends his 
last year was so good, he has to work extra this year to pay up that 
income taa Max Gordon's ‘Great Waltz is of} agai 1 bar- 
rage of leg publicity fro Se Goldwyn has begun hitting the N. ¥ 
pre on Constance Dowiliid., tho was pu ked up from he Pro e 
tou tryout of ‘Playboy from Newark, 


They expect Hi Kraft will direct his own ‘Thank You, 


Svoboda.’ 


which Sam Jaile is casting now Bonfils and Somnes are back 

in the B’way news with ‘Signal to Mars, a melo Margaret Hewes 

whose husband reputedly ‘owns haif of Bernuda, returning to 

New York this mouth to resume her career of play productio 

Six actresses met backstage a few days ago, compared notes o cert 

producer fresh from Hollywood, discovered he'd used *B’ dialog, 

exactly the same, on all of them,.and are spreading the fable all ove 

‘Dream Street’... 

The Theatre Guild now tops all others with its list of prospective € t 
scripts on deck. A few months ago it was Jed Harri 

They say Piscator has been dickering to put on ‘Winter Soidiers’ at the 
City Center...David Lowe already has a new play In ‘Mexican Hayride’ 
even the lowliest extra’s costume has $90 worth of ornamentation on it, 


days serve as a fine libretto for some | 


comic opera, 


Admirers of the Le Gallienne- | 
Schildkraut acting duo will find] 
here a radical change from their last 


vehicle, ‘Uncle Harry. The change, 
however, merely serves to display 
versatility by these capable perform- 
ers: it adds little, if anything, to their 
stature. Of the two, Miss Le Gal- 
lienne fares the better in the role of 
Lyubov Andreyevna, around whom 
the story revolves. She gives to the 
part a polish that rates her perform- 
ance ace-high. As the billiard-play- 
ing brother. Schildkraut has drawn 
an innocuous role that is hardly a 
challenge to the skill that made 
‘Liliom’ a standout among histrionic 
interpretations. He does, however, 
turn in a good job with the material 
at hand. 

Consistently good support is of- 
fered by a cast of topnotchers who 
are sometimes submerged by incon- 
sequential roles. Stefan Schnabel is 
adroitly boorish as the ex-peasant 
who. finally buys the Cherry Or- 
chard; A. G. Andrews does well as 
the venerable valet; Eduard Franz 
makes much of the role of Petya, the 
expostulative student: Carl Benton 
Reid overcomes the handicap of a 
minor character with a sound per- 
formance; Katherine Emery plays 
Varya with sincerity; Lois Hall adds 
youthful charm as daughter Anya; 
Rex O'Malley handles competently a 
‘stupid’ characterization; Leona Rob- 
erts brightens up a small part: Eliz- 
abeth Eustis and Stanley Phillips fit 
as servants. 

Miss Le Gallienne’s staging is ad- 
Her skill in this direction 
has been used to combine fine acting 
with good-looking sets and costumes 
to produce some very attractive stage 
pictures. But when the final returns 
are in, perhaps audience reaction 
will ask more for its money than just 
this. Bone. 























| March of Dimes 


Continued from 





— pase 4 Qo 
of Dimes campaign. 
‘Don’t be afraid of audience collec-| 
tions,’ said Skouras. ‘when the cause} 
your public welcomes a} 
chance to contribute.’ 

Nicholas M. Schenck, national! 
chairman of the NM.O.D. drive, has 
wired all Loew theatres to support 
the Fourth War Loan and M.O.D. 
campaigns fully. 





Coast Unions’ Own Drive 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
American Federation of Labor 





studio unions and “uilds will not 
participate in the national March of | 
Dimes campaign, but instead will | 
put on their own drive for J.os An- 
geles polio sufferers. 

Under the previous agreement, | 
the local paralysis fund received | 
only 50° of collections, but now will! 
receive all 


| play 





Legit Follow-Up 





‘OUR TOWN 
(City Center, N. Y.) 
Nothing that has happened in 


Lhe 


six years since ‘Our Town’ was firsi 


presented in New York has dated 
the Thornton Wilder drama, or tar- 
nished its beauty. Offered now as 
the third production at the New 
York City Center of Music and 
Drama, the play is just as simple 
and compassionate and moving as 
ever, 


Whatever the present production 
may lack is in the physical defects of 
the City Center, not in the play it- 
self. For ‘Our Town’ is an intimate 
drama best suited to a small theatre 
and clear acoustics. Some of its 
personal quality tends to be dissi- 
pated in a large house, and the quiet- 
of its performance demands 
close contact between players and 
audience. Despite these limitations, 
in its most luminous scenes, Wilder's 
work is invariably overpowering. 

For this special engagement, Mare 
Connelly is playing the part of the 
narrator-stage manager created by 
Frank Craven. A former Pulitzer 
Prize winner, Connelly is one of the 
eminent dramatists - directors - pro- 
ducers of the American theatre, and 
considering the difficulties of the as- 
signment, he does surprisingly well 
in his acting debut. He is natural 
and likeable and reasonably clear. 
But he is no Frank Craven. It takes 
genuine acting skill to project the 
sense and subtle humor of the part 
and still retain its informality. Con- 
nelly gets through the stint credit- 
ably enough, but Craven made it a 
triumph. 


Martha Scott, returned from Hol- 
lywood for the engagement, recreates 
the: character of Emily. Wilder’s 
lovely, fated heroine. seeming even 
more haunting and tender and touch- 
ing in the part than when she first 
played it so successfully. Evelyn 
Varden, also from the original cast, 
clicks again as Mrs. Gibbs, the doc- 
tor’s wife. while Arthur Allen and 
Doro Merande likewise impress in 
their former roles. Montgomery Clift 
is excellent as George Gibbs, the 
juvenile, and Parker Fennelly gives 
Mr. Webb, the local editor, an amus- 
ingly dry quality. 

Always something of a problem. 
the City Center acoustics are still 
not right. The sound system has been 
perceptibly improved, but in a quiet 
like ‘Our Town’ some of the 
lines tend to be only partly inaudible 
throughout the house. Hobe. 


. 
ness 


Emmet Lavery’s drama, ‘Murder 
in a Nunnery, will be published 
next month by Samuel French and 
is already available for non-profes- 


sional performances everywhere. 
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Dear Public’ Backers Sue Lee Shubert 
For 1256, Say Sabotage Forced Fold 





Lee Shubert and the Select Up-+ 
erating Corp., a Shubert company, 
owners of the 46th St. theatre, N. Y., 
were charged with ‘sabotaging’ the 
musical comedy, ‘My Dear Public?’ 
according to a $125,000 damage ac- 
tion filed le st week in N. Y. supreme 
court. Sut was filed by William 
Seligson, attorney for Irving Caesar, 
the producer, and his associates, 
Daniel G. Arnstein, William Heller, 
Louis Lazare and Ellis Arnoff. 





The musical opened last Sept. 
9 and was forced to close Oct. 17, 
the complaint alleges, because of a 
conspiracy by the defendants in serv- 
ing unlawful notices on them to va- 
cate the theatre. 

Under an agreement for lease of 
the house made last Aug. 12, the de- 
fendants were to receive 30% of the 
first $20,000 weekly gross and 25% of 
all gross in excess, the suit reveals. 
If the amount of $20,000 was not 
reached in any one week, defendants 
were to get 35° plaintiffs allege. 

Contract also provided that in the 
event the gross fell below $20,000 in 
two consecutive weeks, either of the 


parties, by one week’s notice,. had 
the right to terminate the contract. 
The complaint further states that 


the defendants unlawfully served no- 
that ‘Public’ would have to va- 
cate the theatre on Oct. 2, .plaintiffs 
advising that this was a violation of 
the contract. The defendants later | 
withdrew the notice, but the damage | 


LICcé€ 








was already done, the producer 
charges, having the effect of under-| 
mining the cast’s morale. Shubert 
then started a plan and conspiracy to} 
discredit the play, it is claimed, so} 
that it finally grossed below the re-| 
quired $20,000 for two consecutive 
weeks. 


The accusations state that: Shubert | 
and his employees offered poor seats 
to prospective patrons at the box-| 
office though better were available: | 
two persons attempting to purchase]! 
tickets were told wrongly that the 
theatre was sold out; persons were| 
deliberately kept waiting for tickets; | 
certain brokers with whom Shubert] 
was in close contact were induced | 
not to offer tickets; tickets for the} 
following week were not printed and 
made available for advance sale. 


St. Paul Publisher Passes 
Up Ads on Mpls. Shows 
If They Pass Up His City 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 


Replying to a protest of Leo Mur- 
ray, manager of the local Lyceum, 
legit house, B. H. Ridder, publisher 
of the two St. Paul daily newspapers, 
the Pioneer Press and Dispatch, has 
announced that no attraction play- 
ing Minneapolis and passing up St. 
Paul ever will be permitted to ad- 
vertise its Minneapolis appearance in 
his sheets. Ridder apparently con- 
siders it an affront to St. Paul when 
a show appearing in Minneapolis 
does not include the neighboring city 
in its itinerary. 

Murray’s pxotest was provoked by 
the action of Ridder in throwing out 
the ‘Corn Is Green’ ads after they 
had been accepted by one of his 
representatives. The Ethel Barry- 
more, show appeared here for a re- 
turn engagement, but gave St. Paul 
the go-by after playing there last 
season. 

In a letter to Ridder, Murray 
wanted to know if the Ridder action 
was ‘just another of those petty 
small-town affairs designed to make 
this section of the country a laugh- 
ing stock.’ He also declared that 
‘Minneapolis, evidently being the 
Northwest’s metropolitan center, is| 
attempting te act its age in line with 
its dignity as a big city, while St. 
Paul still sets its tempo to the days 
of the oxcart and the early steam- 
boat on the river.’ 

‘It's a good thing for St. Paul’s 
theatre-loving people, whose news- 
papers have failed them in this, that 
there is a Minneapolis Star-Journal 
which circulates in your city and 
radio stations that can keep them in- 
formed,’ concluded Murray in his 
letter to Ridder. 

Ridder recently took deep umbrage 
at, and bitterly resented, a claim 
published in ‘Variety’ that St. Paul is 
considered ‘a poor show town.’ He 
charged John J. Friedl, Paramount 
theatre circuit president, with its! 
responsibility. In his reply to Mur-| 
ray, he played on the same theme 
and declared that ‘St. Paul will dem- 
onstrate that: it’s one of the best) 
show towns.’ } 














Cornelia Skinner’s Play, 
Marg Webster Associated 


Cornelia Otis Skinner is readying 
production of an untitled play by 
Elizabeth Ginty, probably for spring 


presentation. Her husband, Alden 
Blodgett, is to be the producer and 


| Margaret Webster is a probability to 


direct. Miss Skinner would star in 
the role of Queen Elizabeth. 
Besides appearing in her own 
‘William and Mary’ comedy sketches 
with Roland Young on the Dinah 
Shore program Thursday nights cn 


| CBS for General Foods, Miss Skinner 


makes her screen“Gebut in the forth- 
coming Paramount filmization of 
hers and Emily Kimbrough’s ‘Our 
Hearts Were Young and Gay’ book 
of reminiscences. 





Moss Issues Tix 
Agency Licenses 


After personal 
Paul Moss in his office, most of 
Broadway's ticket 
given licenses last week, it being the 


interviews with 


agencies were 
first time for such procedure since 
the license commissioner assumed 
control. He’s usually okayed them 
some time before the first of the 
year. Known, however, that at least 
half a dozen brokers failed to get 
the go signal from Moss, who is ex- 


;pected to make up his mind about 


deferred cases during the week. In- 
timated that several will not be 
granted licenses because of violation 
of the 75c premium law. Annual fee 
is $200. 

Agency people against whom there 
were complaints of overcharging, 
either to the commissioner’s office or 
to the legit code enforcement board, 
are those whose licenses have been 
withheld. In instances where the 
enforcement board disciplined or 
fined brokers, Moss contacted the 
board to verify alleged violations. 
Commissioner took occasion to re- 
mind most brokers that irregularities 
will call for punishment, but while 
the better-known agency heads were 
not lectured, it was necessary for all 
to call at Moss’ office to obtain the 
licenses. 


State law’s provisions include one 
which calls for all agency employees 
to be fingerprinted, which opens the 
way for more probing methods. In 
checking up on the prints, a girl 
agency clerk was found to have been 
mixed up in a minor police case. It 
appears she was arrested for accept- 
ing a race bet, in the absence of her 
husband, a bookie. Commissioner 
ordered the broker to dismiss the 
girl. 


HARRY KAUFMAN SUED 
BY KIN FOR $79,656 


Harry A. Kaufman, associated with 
Lee Shubert in musical production, 


has been named defendant in two 
suits totaling $79,656, it was disclosed 
last week in N. Y. Supreme Court. 
Suits were filed by Blanche and 
George Boochever, sister and broth- 
er-in-law of the defendant. 


Actions are based on moneys al- 
legedly due from their interest in 
the Greater Manhattan Knitting 
Mills, Inc., of which Kaufman ‘was 
president, and have been due, it’s 
claimed, for the past 17 years. Kauf- 
man’s attorneys last week moved for 
dismissal of the complaints on the 
grounds that they were outlawed by 
the statute of limitations. 


George Boochever asks for $50,- 
956, while his wife seeks $28,700 due 
from their stock interest in the busi- 
ness, from which they withdrew in 
1926. 








Corio’s Coast Play 
Detroit, Jan. 11. 


Ann Corio left here last week for 
the Coast, where she will start re- 
hearsals for the star role in ‘Sleep It 
Off,’ a three-act comedy by Lyford 
Moore and Capt. Harlan Thompson. 


Show opens Feb. 6 at the Geary | 


theatre, San Francisco, with Harry 
Joe Brown and Ralph Murphy pro- 
ducing. Murphy also will direct. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Jacobowsky and the Colonel’— 
Theatre Guild. 
‘Decision’—Edward Choate. 


‘Youmans Revue’—Vincent You- 
mans. 

‘The House In Paris’—Harry Clay 
Blaney. 

‘The Duke _ in * Darkness’—Alex 


Cohen, Jos. Kipness. 


Post-War Boom 





For L. A. Legit 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 


that 


Indications are Los Angeles 
& 


will continue to be a showman’s bo- 


nanza in the post-war period, guess | 
being based on theory that many 
war workers now swelling the pop- 
ulation to the straining point will 
continue to seek mild climate and 
work in factories in Southern Cali- 
fornia. ‘ 

Current population influx, ready 
money and good shows gave the Los 
Angeles-Hollywood legit sector one 
of its best years since 1928. Year 
was marked by several tremendous 
grossers in short stays, plus the ever- 
lasting ‘Blackouts’ at the El Capitan, | 
now in its 18th month of pleasing 
the public. 





PRODUCER-CRITIC PANS | 


OWN SHOW BUT IT’S B.0. 


By PHIL DUNNING 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, Dec. 10. 

Just returned from the hinterland 
a two-day train 1ide from Sao Paulo 
where some of the large and small 
coffee fayerillas were visited. Many 
of the coffee trees were killed by 
frost this year. This coffee business 
is as big a risk as show business. 

Jean Cocquelin is the producer of 
‘Casa das Tres Meninas’ at the Boa 
Vista theatre. Sr. Cocquelin is also 
the drama critic for the newspaper 
A Noite, but he didn’t give his at- 
traction a very good notice. How- 
ever, it’s doing,a fine business in 
spite of him. Sr. Cocquelin is really 
quite a guy. 

Some 57 picture theatres advertise 
American films. 

‘O.K.” is the name of the leading 
night club. The floor show hardly 
lives up to the name. 

Eva Tudor is the star of ‘Maria 
Fumaca,’ by Ladislau Keketis, trans- 
lated by Luiy Inglesias, playing at 
the Santana theatre. 


Shuberts Get Title To 
Harris, Selwyn in Chi 


Chicago Jan. 11. 

Harris & Selwyn Theatres, Inc., 
new corporation owned by the Shu- 
berts, took title to the twin theatres 
last week at a reported purchase 
price of $500,000. Shuberts have had 
a lease on the two theatres since 1935 
under their subsidiary, Select Lake 
City Theatre Operating Co. 

Sellers ware Cornelia De Koven 
Douglas and the Hugh T. Dickey es- 
tate through the trustee, the United 
States Trust Co. of New York. 








Robeson Stirs Union Controversy 
By Membership in Both CIO, AFL 





Report Lee Shubert, Todd 
Interested in Rialto, Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 11. 
That the Rialto theatre, burlesque 
for several years, may switch to 
legit, loomed as a possibility follow- 
ing Lee Shubert’s apparent interest 
in the property last week during 
his visit here. Michael Todd is also 

said to be interested in the house. 


Theatre, located on State street in| 
| the 


south end of the Loop, has a 


+ Actors Equity Assn. has refused to 


take any action in the case of Paul 
Robeson, whose resignation from 
honorary membership in several CIO 
unions was demanded by the Central 
Trades and Labor Council of Greater 
New York and Vicinity, AFL. In a 
letter sent yesterday (Tuesday) to 
James Quinn, CTLC secretary, the 
Equity council explained that be- 
cause Robeson is ‘not employed in 
any other field of activity’ besides 
acting and singing, ‘there is no ac- 
power we can properly take in the 
| matter.” The letter concluded that 





capacity of 1,600, with 1.100 seats on |‘many members of both the AFL and 


the main floor and a 30-passenger 
elevator to the _ balconies. Nate 
‘Jack’ Berger, whose lease still has 
several years to run, is not adverse 
at this time to retiring from the 
burley picture and is listening to 
offers. 


‘Marianne, Fileen’ 


Taken Off the Road 


Two attractions on the road 
slated to be withdrawn 
day (15), ‘Marianne,’ a new musical, 
and ‘My Sister Eileen.’ Latter was 
recently sent on tour again but found 
too little business in small 
t scored a long Broadway run and 
fared well on the road originally, but 
repeat dates looked doubtful 
‘Marianne’ 
by B. P. Schulberg and Marion Ger- 


are 


stands 


ing. It tried out raggedly, and last 
week’s business in Baltimore was 


disappointing, around $10,000. Show 
is faring better in Washington this 
week but unless there is a change 
in plans, will come back for re- 
visions. 


‘OTHELLO’ B’WAY CLICK 
AMAZES SHOWMEN 


‘Othello, one of the season’s stand- | 
out boxoffice clicks on Broadway, | 
continues to amaze showmen. It} 
has already doubled the previous | 
‘Othello’ run record of 57 perform- 
ances in N. Y. and may remain at 
the Shubert through the season. Ad- 
vance sale extends for three months. 
Show is getting close to $24,000} 
weekly, all the house will hold at 
the $3.50 scale. 

Paul Robeson is starred in ‘Othello,’ 
being the first colored lead to be 
presented in the play over here. In 
the summer of 1942 he appeared at 
Cambridge, Mass., and Princeton, 
N. J., in the drama, and its chances 
on Broadway were immediately rec- 
ognized. Robeson, however, had 
concert dates which held the presen- 
tation over until this season. 

‘Othello’ is a ‘must’ in some schools. 
It was discovered that 23 tickets 
sold to one school] for last Satur- 
day’s (8) matinee had been stolen 
from the mails. Locations were held 
up at the door, after several were 
found to have been bought on the 
street near the Shubert, and the 
rightful owners seated. One kid ad- 
mitted having bought four tickets 
from another youngster at the 
school. 








Road Bookings Seen Hit Hard 


By Increase in Admission Taxes 


Should the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee again decline to consider 
amelioration of the 20% admissions 
tax provision in the revenue act, it’s 
virtually assured that the issue will 
be discussed on the floor. That be- 
came known before a delegation of 
showmen went to Washington Mon- 


day (10) in a further attempt at 
freezing the tax at 10%, its present 
figure. 


League of New York Theatres and 
the National Assn. of the Legitimate 
Theatre were active last week in ef- 
forts to have appeals made from all 
localities, from which managers and 
theatre groups are expected to ask 
their senators to reconsider doubling 
the tax. League sent telegrams to 
some 460 theatre groups, to the 
Finance Committee and letters to 
every senator, protesting the increase 





of the admissions levy. 

Letters set forth the reputed fact 
that for several years road shows 
have been confined to 18 states, and 
that 30 states have not seen stage 


plays during that period. Rezoras 
were secured from the United Book- 
ing Office and were surprising to 
showmen because of the upbeat on 


this Satur- | 


is a musical produced | 


CIO look forward to the day when 
the interests of both will find a com- 
mon meeting ground and the house 
of labor will be united.’ 

It’s not known what, if any, action 
the CTLC may now attempt in Robe- 
son's case. It might carry the issue 
to the AFL executive council, but 
its questionable if the latter could 
interfere in the jurisdiction of one of 
its own internationals. Equity, as 
an affiliate of the Associated Actors 
& Artists of America, has autonomy 
n the legit field, so the council’s 
presumably final. Robeson 
s currently starred in ‘Othello,’ at 
the Shubert, N. Y. 

Robeson belongs to Equity, AFL, 
|and were he suspended from the 
jactors union he would not be able 

the stage or in the 


iand is 


| to appear on 
amusement field because of an inter- 
locking agreement among theatrical 
| unions. 

Robeson Honorary ClO Member 

Recently Robeson was named an 
honorary member of the State, 
County and Municipal Workers 
Union, a CIO affiliate. He has been 
}an honorary member of the long- 
|shoremen’s and maritime unions, 
|}both CIO. While the council will 
;} consider the argument of the Cen- 
tral Trades body, around Equity it 
}is questioned whether honorary 
;membership could be regarded as 
jan active participation in the CIO 
unions, even if the actors union had 
a prohibitory rule. 

Alfred Harding, publicist for 
Equity, when reached by a reporter 
for the Herald Tribune, N. Y., was 
quoted saying that if Robeson had 
violated the bylaws of Equity or 
the AFL the actor would have to 
desist or be suspended. Harding 
later denied making the statements. 

Robeson, is quoted saying that 
CIO is the ‘most progressive sec- 
tion of the labor movement. It 
goes on record as giving Negroes 
equal opportunity for jobs and up- 
grading ...I have no. grievance 
with Equity and Equity has none 
with me. I believe this is the time 
for unity in the labor movement .. .’ 

Letter of complaint made in a let- 
ter to Thomas Murtha of Central 
Trades objected to Robeson ‘lending 
assistance and prestige’ to a CIO 
union which is competing in the 
field of organizing Government em- 
ployees. Murtha was requested to 
make ‘necessary representations’ to 
Equity and other stage unions. 


‘Follies’ Switching To 
Imperial, N. Y.; ‘Hayride’ 
Goes to Winter Garden 


Booking switches slated early 
this week. will put ‘Mexican Hay- 
ride’ into the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
week of Jan. 24, instead of the Im- 
periai, which currently has ‘One 
Touch of Venus,’ latter moving to 
ithe 46th Street as announced, ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ changing from the Gar- 
den to the Imperial. Michael Todd 
has a contract to spot his ‘Hayride’ 
in the Imperial, but is said to have 
readily assented to the Garden book- 
ing instead, because of its large 


} 
| 
| 
| 








the road last season and currently. 
In the letters it was ventured to say 
that even fewer states would receive 
attractions because the boosted levy 
would decrease patronage. 

In addition to the League and the- 
atre association efforts, individual 
appeals were made, among these 
known to have contacted Washing- 
ton were John Golden and Eddie 
Dowling. Former’s letter to Sen. 
Robert Wagner received prominent 
mention in the capital press. Golden 
also wrote Sen. James J. Davis, who, 
as a member of the Finance Commit- 
tee, favored the theatres but was out- 
voted by the committee. Davis said 
it would be discussed on the Senate 
floor and concluded with: “There is 
so little left of the theatre, so far as 
the spoken word is concerned, that I 


am in full sympathy with your re- | 


quest.’ 


lower floor capacity. House shortage 
is definitely over, ‘Rosalinda’ leaving 
\the 46th Street after another week, 
| Boston being the first stand out. 


| Advance sale for ‘Venus’ is pro- 
; ceeding at the Impev‘al but all tick- 
ets after next week are for the 46th 
Street. That musical has tie dis- 
tinction of being the first show iv 
change theatres after playing 17% 
weeks during which every ticket 
was sold. 


Equity Buys 756 Bonds 


Actors Equity Assn. will invest 
$50,000 of its funds, plus $25,000 from 
| the treasury of its affiliate, Chorus 

Equity, in the Fourth War Loan 
| bonds. 

, The association council voted that 
} action yesterday (Tuesday). 
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Court Upholds Fawcett Title , policies or practices he is one-man 
Mag title Crime Confessions, owned sagreement 
. _ ‘ ‘ hy . A) ‘Om. 
by Hillman Periodicals, was held to Papers anc mags have been com 
, ; ’ , ‘nting ed it luring the past 
be ‘confusing and interfering’ with, Me™Uing ealtoria curing a 
Fawcett's True Confession n a de-| ¥ eek upon the decision Walket 
aweetis rl } Ss S In <¢ - 


cision by the U. S. Court of Customs 


and Patent Appeals, which upheld 
an earlier decision by the Com- 
missioner of Patents 

Of significance On tne ights o 
generic titles, he ruling ha { 
ao 3) Judge Bland stated is 
ha clea Lnere re i t 
te Con.essio) — r 
gests nmMediate , ‘ ) i 
ing public that e lite ‘ 

a ’ concerning ( ‘ 
t alliy 1 » the ame ca 
Unquestionab! mite 
s101} l 1e ( ita 
is the part of each mart : ( in- 
dicat ‘Ss the characte Crt t e co tents 
of the magazine and, for that reason, 


would be that portion of the mark 
vhich would have most te ao in 
indicating origin. 

‘The terms ‘True’ and ‘Crime’ 
have different meanings, dierent 
sounds, and different appearances, 
but, as pointed out above, a crime 
confession may be embraced in a 
true contession, ana vyne Ve @X- 
amine the marks as a whole, which 
ve must do unde. the settled law, it 
would seem that the words ‘True’ | 
and ‘Crime’ in the respective marks | 


the 
two 


are not calcula‘ed to eliminate 
likelihood of that 
marks are concurrently 
literature of the kind described.’ 

Fawcett complaint previously also 
directed against another Hillman 
mag, Real Confessions, but that 
tit] since been scrapped, 


the 


confusion 


used upon 


title has 
Scully’s ‘Rogues Gallery’ 
‘Rogues Gallery,’ by Frank Scully, 


V.M.E. (Variety’ Mugg Emeritus), 
has just gained the distinction of be- 
ing first book published on the west 


Book-of-the-Month 
Book, out six weeks, 
went into second edition a few 
days before receiving Book Club 
recommendation. 

Pitched on principle that it 
a rogue to catch a rogue, book is a 
tough tapestry of profiles of eminent 
contemporaries, written as if all of 
them were dead a hundred years. 

Gallery such obvious 
rogues as Horn, Jim Tully, 
Will James, Heywood Broun, Up- 
ton Sinclair, Harry Bridges, Theo- 
core Dreiser and Frank Harris, and 
others like Wendell Willkie, Somer- 
set Maugham, Bernard Shaw, John 
S.einbeck and Thomas Mann, whose | 
roguery takes quite a chunk of doc- 
umentation, 

‘Variety’ weaves in and out of} 
the eminent company, and fares well, | 


gain 


Club citation. 


coast to 


its 


+n le 
Lakes 


contains 
Trader 


considering how badly the others 
come off. Its late editor is rated 
one of America’s greatest. Book is 
loaded with show biz bits. Holly- 


wood funeral of F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
which closes the gallery, is a gem. 


1943 Theatre Annual 


The 1943 edition of the Theatre’ 
Annual, published by the Theatre 
Library Assn., appeared last week. 


It contains an article on ‘Wartime 
Drama in China,’ by George Taylor: 


‘ ‘ 4 

A Defense of the Professional Re- 
viewer, by Joseph Wood Krutch: 
Notes on Jason,’ by Samson Ras 


phaelson; ‘How the Theatre Is Rep- 
resented in the Negro Collection at 
Yale” by Carl Van Vechten: 
Adolphe Appia’s ‘Living Art or Stil] 
Life,’ translated by S. A. Rhodes: 
‘The School Theatre of the Jesuits.’ 
by Henry Schnitzler, and ‘The Me- 


dieval Pageant Wagons of Louvain,’ | 


by George R. Kernodle. 

The Theatre Library Assn. board 
includes George Freediey, Sarah 
Chokla Gross, Elizabeth P. Barrett. 


Robert B. Ball, Barrett H. Clark. | 
Rosamond Gilder, May Davenport 


Seymour, Garrison P. Sherwood and 
A. J. Wall. with Richard 
chairman of publications, 
See Danger to Press in Esquire Ban 
Over-all newspapers ; 
througheric the country is that they 
look with trepidation on the danger 
involved to freedom of the press in 
Postmaster General Frank C. 
Walker's closing the mails to Esquire 
or any other publication with whose 


emipion of 


| 














SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 830 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Sireet, New York } 
Sil West jth Sireet, Los Angeles | 
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| to songs of yesteryear, w! 


| informative. 


Ceough | 


| on-spot sales, has 


j from plates flown 


to halt Esquire’s second-class mailing 
privilege, virtually putting out ol 
business whe the ruling goes into 


effect late in February. 
Fact that Wa cer’s mecree is 


n ible »\ he courts o slightly 
; a i yhare eurt yil- 
( l ona aniee ee- 
tne ) -cdILOria 
) cI ) 
‘Bucky’ Taylor's Sequel 
W Buchanan Bucky’ Taylor 
I ao Vie a 1 
‘ i yuel ! 0 ‘Shake 
Bott!e.’ which he wrote last yea 


There will be a diversity of opinion 


as to whether the second opus, “Shake 


It Again,’ will stand comparison with 
his first effort. 
The original book contains more 


than its 
It is an encyclopoedia of 
statistical information told interest- 

sly, Newspapermen will much 


ingi 
imusement entertainment in its 


theatrical reminiscences 


successor. 


find 
ana 
puges, 
According to the author, motion 
ks shows 


The 


pictures killed the waxwo 
n England 1910. 
known advertisement of trained seals 
had them billed 

He refers to 
York as be- 
42d Street. 
Shades ol 
which ad- 


about first 
exhibited in England 
as ‘performing fish.’ 
Huber’s Museum in New 
ing located in West 
(Where it is now). 
Luchow’'s on 14th Street, 
joined Huber’s! 

An interesting chapter is devoted 
ich is very 





Among the other comments are 
that fat women are funnier than fat 
men. | 

i see | 
Bueno Joins Whittlesey 


Martin Foss, 
Hill, announces that J. 


president of McGraw- 
R. de la Torre 


Bueno will join Whittlesey House 
as an editor on Jan. 15, and that 
William Poole will become editor- 


in-chief. 

Clinton Simpson of Whittlesey re- 
signs Jan. 1. 

Schriftgiesser Joins Newsweek 

Kar! Schriftgiesser is leaving The | 
N. Y. Times, where he has been act- 
drama editor for months, 
and is due to ysweek as 
literary editor. over the 
Times desk some time after Lewis 
Nichols became drama critic, latter 
post being vacated for the duration 
by Brooks Atkinson. Latter is now 
a war correspondent in China for | 
the daily. 

Schriftgiesser is author of a book 
on President Roosevelt and another | 
on Oscar of the Waldorf. Not definite 
whether he will be replaced on the 


ing some 


Ne 


took 


join 


He 


Times. If not, Nichols, who actually 
heads the drama department, may 
{again take over in addition to his 


| play coverage. 





Lolly the Litterateur 

Some years ago one of Louella O. 
Parsons’ legmen wrote a piece for 
| the Satevepost which was fixed up 
by Nunnally Johnson, the film pro- 
ducer and playwright, and who, in 
refurbishing it, tacked ‘The Gay IIl- 
literate’ on the ‘profile’ of Hearst's 
favorite film chatterer. Lolly has 
| taken that tag and good-humoredly 


| adopted it as the title of her auto-'! 


| biog (Doubleday, Doran; $2), mark- 
|ing her second book scrivening in 
, more than a quarter-of-a-century. In 
1915, when she 
and not.a high-powered, Hearst-syn- 
| dicated Hollywood Boswell, she did 
'a book on ‘How to Write for the 
| Movies,’ 


With a somewhat elsiedinsmore 
approach, Lolly Parsons breezes 
| through her career, bandying big 


names—big in cinematic values, any-| 


way—at will and letting ’em fall 
| where they may. 
‘Gay Illiterate’ is a pretty good 


approximation of the sum total: any- 
way it’s gay. 
like it for ics 


The show .bunech will 
easy reading and its 


}own very private reactions to Lolly 


as the Litterateur. Abel. 


Time Mag Plans L.A. Edition 

Time mag, going in more and more 
for regional printing for immediate 
arranged to print 
125,000 copies of the mag in Los An- 
geles. Plant of the Los Angeles 
Downtown Shopping News will print 
64 pages of current news section 


irom main print- 


jing plant in Chi. Starts with first 
February issue, 

Step necessitated by slowdown of 
!shipping facilities, which caused 


Century to 


| signed with Houghton Mifflin to do 


| of chain. 


! . 
Dente murder case to the Hillman 


Was a story editor} 


Time to go on sale in California and 
| vicinity 


spots, 
in- 


later than in other 
News angle made the condition 
tolerable for the weekly. 


Luce Counters Antis With Sancton 


Possibly as answer to critics that 
Life mag is anti-labor and anti- 
British, Henry Luce, its owner, has | 
weaned Thomas Sancton away from 
the editorshio of New Republic to 
serve Life as a special writer. pono 
ton, with liberal views, may do some 
of pie weekly’s editorials and special | 
pieces originating at home office. 


Sancion is a former newspaper- 


—— 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Under his holiday greetings at which Oscar 
| ‘Variety's’ 38th anniversary number last week, 
| flops for which he wrote the words. 
| 


of weeks each played were set forth 


‘Ball at the Savoy,’ five weeks at the Drury Lane, and ‘Three Sisters’ 


wecks at the same house. 


The Broadway disappointments: ‘Sunny Rive 
St. James, six weeks; ‘Very Warm For May.’ Alvin, seven weeks: 


Hammerstein. II, had i, 
the lyricist included five 
The theatres and the short number 
Two shows were done in London: 
SIX 
Fr.” 


‘Fi ce 


For All,” Manhattan (formerly Hammerstein's, now a CBS radio theatre: 


three weeks. Under that listing was 


| I can do it again.’ 
Not mentioned, of course, are Hammerstein's sock successes: 


the legend: ‘I've done it before and 


‘Oklahoma.’ 


man. having been with AP and New St. James, and ‘Carmen Jones, Broadway, both on Broadway's current 
Orleans Times-Picayune before join- | list. nor his earlier collaborative smashes; ‘Show Boat.’ ‘Rose-Marie’ 
ing New Republic. He's mtribbed | ‘Sunny ' ‘Desert Song,’ ‘The New Moon. Otto Harbach was collaborato; 
y many mags besides his work on! in the first two shows mentioned, while Frank Mandel and Larry Schwab 
Ne Republi ere his immates in the latter pair. Varied name composers figurs 
thea: ecoras 

Norman Named to WPB Post 

Allen KE. Norman is the ne chief ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ on tour with Boris Karloff as star, will pla 
of the magazine and p il se Asheville. N. C., Feb. 19, although the play was recently performed there 
a4 Printia ind Publishing | by an amateur group in a charity affair that drew capacity It is not the 
division o the WPB. succeeding | first time that ‘Arsenic’ professional and amateur presentations have co 
Walter J Rislev Ii resigned. | flicted. Last season, when Warners planned to release the film versio 
Latier reiurns to the Curtis mags, | amateur rights were disposed of with the picture still on the shelves. The 
after holding down the post since | Karloff company has successfully toured regardless. 
the dav after Pearl Harbor. | On one visit to Seattle, ‘Arsenic’ went on day-and-date with a local 
New appointee is regularly an! amateur company playing another theatre, and both cleaned up. It ap- 
official of the Faweett pubs, and| pears that people who saw the ams then attended the professional show 
has been serving as consultant to); to see the difference with Karloff in action. 


the magazine and periodical section 


for five months Director of the 
J ‘inting | Publishing i- 

WPB Printing and Publishin div: | 
ion is Arthur A. Treano vho made | 

the Norman appointment, 
| 

CHATTER j 

| 


Former Ensign Sam Byrd is now a 
Lieutenant. 

Vanya Oakes is a distant 
of the late Sir Harry. 


relative 


Anya Seton is the daughter of | 
Ernest Thompson Seton. 
George Shively left Appleton-| 


join Doubleday Doran. 


John S. Daly in N. Y. from Maine] 


for conferences with his publisher | 
on a new book. 

H. Allen Smith's third book for 
Doubleday Doran will be ‘Like Ele- 


phants Remembe: 
Knopf to publish 
novel about A.M.G 
for Adano,’ Jan. 17. 
Margolies 
cently-assumed 


John Hersey’s | 


in Italy, ‘A Bell} 


his 


sales 


re- 
man- 


. } 
Joe resigned 


post ot 


ager tor Heritage Press. 

Phil Baker typing away on auto-| 
biog titled ‘Take It or Leave It,’ 
after radio show he m.c.’s 

Viking will publish Royal Arch | 
Gunnison’s ‘So Sorry: No Peace,’ | 

| which is nearing completion. 

George J. Shiveley has shifted | 
from the Appletcn-Century editorial | 
staff to a similar. post with Double- | 
day. 

William Cotton. head of Ideal | 
magazines, in Hollywood to huddle | 
on s.ory properties with studio | 
execs. 

Before leaving his desk at Time! 


mag for a trip to Sweden, John Scott 


a book. 

Karl Placht will manage new) 
Brentano book-store branch in L.A. 
opening March 1. This will be 16th 


Justin Gilbert, of the N. Y. Mirror 
editorial staff, has sold a piece on a 


, 
men’s mags. | 
A. Fleming MacLiesh, whose | 
first name is Archibald, is not to be | 
confused with the poet and Librarian | 
of Congress. } 
Pete Martin of the Satevepost is; 
' doing a yarn about Dave Chasen and | 
his Hollywood eatery, hangout of | 
film biggies. 
| Maritta Wolff. who authored | 
‘Whistle Shop’ and ‘Night Shift.’ wed 
to an Army man, and now living at} 
Fort Meyer, Va. 

Houghton Mifflin Co. will publish 
early this Spring a history of Canada | 
written by Prof. Donald Creighton, 
of the U. of Toronto. 

King Features will syndieate a new 
full page daily release of Hollywood | 
pictures snapped by Nat Dollinger, 
freelance photographer. 

Everett Haley, film writer, who! 
died in a South Pacifie battle, will) 

i posthumously | 


be remembered in a 
published book, *A Here's Life,’ 
Lester Markel, of the New York} 
Times, looking over the Holly wood | 
studios for a month, vacationing and 


getting ideas for future writing. 
J. R. de la Torra Bueno, Jr., has| 
moved his desk from Knopf to) 


Whittlesey House, presaging addition | 

of a fiction line to that company’s 

list. 
Dorothy L 


used to do 
editorial for Good Housekeep- 
ing mag. member of the 
Catherine Blondin publicity organi- 
zation. 


ndner, who 
work 


nov a 


That H. W. Roden, whose first 
whodunit, “You Only Hang Once,’ | 
comes out this week, is regularly 


head of the Clapp baby food manu- 
Lactu 

Philip Wylie, mag 
lives*in Mian 


ers. 
fictioneer, who| 


now doing a weekly | 


| Balanchine's Ballet Imperial. 


Two Broadway theatres have increased their seating 


capacities without 


violation of the fire laws. There was one row of 22 seats added to the 
front of the Music Box, which has the click ‘Over 21, while 36 seats were 
added at the 44th Street, which houses ‘Winged Victory,’ the Army Ai 
Force smash. Latter house now has a capacity of 1,501, while the Box 


seats 1,001. 


That was the former capacity of the theatre, but the orchestra 


pit was enlarged for musicals. Box is slated to have an Irving Berlin 
‘Music Box Revue, possibly next summer. At that time the new front 
row will be removed to accommodate the pit orchestra 

‘A Lady Comes Home,’ a melodrama in which Ruth Chatterton, Ralp!} 


| Forbes and Frank Conroy tried out, and which was slated to 
| Playhouse, N. Y., last week, was abandoned at the last minute. 
; out for two weeks but a third week’s salary was paid in lieu of notice. 


open at the 
Show was 


George W. Brandt was the billed presenter, though J. J. Leventhal signed 


the actors 
an investment of 
named, 


$27.500, seven 


contracts as he did on other Brandt tries of ‘Lady’ represented 
backers 


unknown on Broadway being 


Critics in covering and commenting on ‘Over 21.’ at the Music Box, 
N. Y., guessed that the character of a publisher in the play could be 
Marshall Field. Understood that when she wrote the play Ruth Gordon 


had in mind Herbert Bayard Swope, editor of the former Morning World 
: pe, ¥ 


Miss Gordon, who stars in her 


play, and 


Swope, head of New York’s 


Racing Commission, have long been friends. 


Lt. Col. Warren Munsell, general 


leave), and his wife, celebrated their : 


(7) but he was in 


England with the armed forces and she in 


manager of the Theatre Guild (o 
3lst wedding anniversary last Frida) 


New York. 


Mrs. Munsell dined alone at Sardi’s, N. Y.. sipping a couple of champagne 


cocktails as per his suggestion upon 


son, Warren Jr., also in the Army, w 


in Sicily. 


Major Clark Robinson, former 


of placing machineguns in 
the idea was developed and is now in 


Tyson's ticket agency has added a 


taken over the ticket privileges at the Pierre, N. Y. 
| largest distributor of theatre tickets 


Broadway 
among those killed in a plane crash in India recently, 
plane wings 10 or 
plane was built but cre.ned, and Robinson's project was shelved. 


a recent visit to New York. Thei 
as recently released from a hospital 


scenic designer, who was 


conceived the idea 
more years ago Such a 
Later 


general air combat use. 





new hotel stand to its list. having 
Tyson has been the 
in the fleld for vears, and with the 


latest addition now has 31 spots in metropolitan hotels. Picrre stand was 
formerly operated by the Union News Co. 


Comedy-drama, ‘Lamb Is My Body, 


’ by Francis Key, an Army private, 


is reported in demand by a Broadway author-producer and a film exec. 


Play is said to lampoon 
Dorothy Thompson. 


Clare 


Boothe Luce, 
Haila Stoddard 
' when the show is produced. 


and 
and 


the 
is mentioned 


magazine Time 
for the lead, if 





Buffalo had its first legit midnight show in 20 years New Years Eve 
when the touring ‘Student Prince’ staged a special performance at $3.30 


top. 


Experiment proved successful, gross running to around $2,500, bring- 


ing the week’s figure well over $21,000, second largest legit gross of the 


season, 


column for the Miami Daily 
under title of ‘OlY My Chest.’ 
eral topics. 

Due from England are two books: 
‘A Haunted House,’ containing Vir- 
ginia Woolf's short stories, and one 
on Jane Austen by G. B. Stern and 
Sheila Kaye-Smith. 

Robert Goffin, whom Esquire mag 
calls its ‘jazz expert,’ has done a 
book ‘Jazz: From the Congo to the 
Metropolitan,” which Doubleday is 
publishing. It’s a history and devel- 
opment of American jazz. 

Major V. M. Culver, formerly of 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal and 
Honolulu Advertiser, has undergone 
a series of operations, including amp- 
utation of the left leg, at Walter 
Reed hospital, in Washington, as a 
result of war injuries. 

Edwina Seaver, 16-year-old daugh- 
ter of Edwin Seaver, of the Book of 
the Month Club, signed as dancer 
for new Vincent Youmans musical. 
At 14 she danced in the New Opera 
Co. ballet, and last year in George 


News 
Gen- 





Sylvia Dannett in collaboration 
with Cpl. Edwin Bennett, has writ- 
ten ‘Defy the Tempest’ to be pub- | 
lished by Julian Messner in the Fall. 
Miss Dennett's unproduced play, 
‘Murder Knows No Season,’ has just | 
been sold to Republic Pictures. 

Martin Flavin, author of Harper's | 
$10.000 prize novel, ‘Journey in the 
Dark,’ gets publicity because 60 years | 
old. William De Morgan; British | 








novelist, wrote three best sellers be- 
ginning at the age of 66. All were as 
long as those of Charles Dickens. 
The following Houghton Mifflin 
books have been sold for filming to 


RKO: ‘The Robe,’ by Lloyd C. 
Douglas: to Warners, ‘Forgive Us 
Our’ Trespasses. by Lloyd C. 


Douglas: Metro, ‘Time of Peace.’ by 
Ben Ames Williams, and ‘The Suzy- 
Q, by Priscilla Hardison; to 20th- 
Fox, ‘Dragonwyck,’ by Anya Seton, 
and ‘Laura,’ by Vera Caspary; and 
to Columbia, ‘U-Boat Prisoner, by 
Archie Gibbs. 


LaGallienne-Schildkraut 
In ‘Orchard’ Neat $8,000 


New Haven, Jan. 11 
Premiere of ‘Cherry Orchard’ re 
vival at Shubert last weekend (6-8! 
grossed an approximate $8,000, wit 
nice advance hetping out, at $2.75 
top. 
Current is ‘Doughgirls’ (10-15) and 
next week has ‘Student Prince’ se! 
for a last half (20-22). 


‘Janie’ Slides To 


wT) 7 

$8,100 in Cleveland 

Cleveland, Jan. 11 

Brock Pemberton’s ‘Janie’ wi 
Edith Fellowes in lead. at the Hanna 
last week fell nearly 40°, 
pectations. 
Comedy 


; ; 
below ex- 


$8.100 for 


got estimated 


nine performances at $2.75 top. 
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‘Sons’ Tops Chi At 


$37,000, SRO 306 


For ‘Okla. ‘Kiss 146, ‘Tomorrow’ 12! 


2 





Chicago, Jan. 11. 

Most attractions hit an after-the- 
holiday slide last week. ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun’ management claims $37,000 on 
its first week at the Civic Opera 
House and ‘Oklahoma’ continues a 
sellout at the Erlanger with $30,000. 
Business is on the upgrade with ‘Un- 
expected Honeymoon’ at the Great 
Northern with two-for-ones and 
large advertising space responsible 
for the increase. Other houses are 
all down. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Studebaker (2nd 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Closed two- 
week engagement Saturday (8) to 
$10,500. 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(91st week) (1,200; $2.75). May soon 


leave. Hit $10,500. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Harris (35th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dropped to $14,000. 

‘Oklahoma,’ Erlanger (8th week) 
(1,400: $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

‘8 Is a Family,’ Civic (2nd week) 
(900; $2.75). About $7,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Civic Opera House 
(ist week) (3,600; $3.30). Top 
grosser of town, management claim- 
ing $37,000. : 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ 
(9th week) (1,000; 
to around $12,500. 

‘Unexpected Honeymoon,’ Great 
Northern (7th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Building up. Did close to $10,000. 


‘Blossom Time’ 216 
In 22d Philly Booking; 
‘Doughgirls’ Okay 146 


Philadelphia, Jan. 11. 


Selwyn 
2.75). Holding 





Philly’s legit trade held up re- 
markably well last week, the only 
real skid from previous holiday 


week being found in the boosted 
scale employed by all local attrac- 
tions both New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day. 

For example, ‘Blossom’ Time,’ 
perennial operetta, at the Forrest for 
what was claimed to be its 22nd local 
engagement, collected $21,000 last 
week as against about $22,500 during 
the previous stanza. Romberg musi- 


cal could easily have stayed as it was} 


clicking at (8) 
when it left. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ which had faltered 
considerably prior to the holidays, 
came back with a bang for its final 
two weeks of its eight-week stay at 
the Locust. Getaway session last 
week found $13,500 grossed as op- 
posed to $18,000 New Year’s week. 

‘The Doughgirls’ has been hitting a 
fast clip since the start of its return 
visit (different company, however) 
at the Walnut on Dec. 27, Last weck 
the Max Gordon comedy production 
breezed through to better than $14,- 
00Q as opposed to $20,000 with the 
tilted scale New Year's week. 

This week brought two openings. 
One—a tryout—is ‘Wallflower,’ pro- 
duced by Meyer Davis and listed at 
the Locust for two weeks. Other is 
‘Something for the Boys’ with Ethel 
Merman and Broadway production, 
which is in at the Forrest for three 
weeks. Latter is trying stiffest scale 
of the season to date with regular 
$3.99 top and $4.56 top Saturdays. 
Sale was good for last night’s (10) 
opening. 


Dunham Dance Troupe 
Sellout $20,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 11. 

With business a sellout for latter 
half of the engagement, Katherine 
Dunham’s ‘Tropical Revue’ dance 
troupe did a terrific $20,000 week at 
the Royal Alexandra, with 1,525- 
Seater scaled at $2.50 top. 

Manager Ernest M. Rawley is dick- 
one with S. Hurok for a return 
ate. 


capacit. Saturday 





Boston Opera Co. Duds 
In Cincy At $10,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11. 


Boston Comic Opera Co. hit a dud 
last week in the 1,300-seat Cox, 
grossing a reported $10,000 for eight 

erformances of seven Gilbert & 

ullivan operas at $2.75 top. It was 
the first visit here by a G&S troupe 
since 1936. 

Previous week also was a disap- 

inter in the Cox for ‘Tobacco 

oad,’ with John Barton, which lost 
for the show and house by an ap- 
roximate $6,000 take at $1.65 top. 
t was a case of once too often for 
the vehicle and means iis final ‘fare- 
well’ visit to Cincy. 

‘This week the Cox has ‘Blossom 
Time’ and, for the week of Jan. 17, 
Walter Hampden in ‘Patriots.’ Both 
$2.75 top. 


‘MEET NAVY’ 18G, MONT’L 
Montreal, Jan. 11. 
“Meet the Navy,’ at $2.50 top in 
seven nights and two matinees at 
1,565-seat His Majesty's last week 


came out at terrif estimated $18,000 
gross, 





bf 


‘Arsenic’ $15,700 ' 
In 3d St. Loo Visit 


St. Louis, Jan. 11. 

Boris Karloff in ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ was another b.o. winner and 
wound up a one-week stand Satur- 
day (8). This was the third time the 
piece was presented here in the past 
!two seasons, The 1,700-seat house, 
|scaled to $2, in eight performances 
igrabbed swell $15,700. Crix were 
| generous with their raves. 
| 
| 


‘Hayride’ Sellout 








Boston, Jan. 11. 

The Hub’s mid-winter season of 
legit is now well under way, paced 
iby the terrif biz ‘Mexican Hayride’ 
lis clocking at the Shubert. The 
houses have gotten over the shock 
of the building laws which went into 
, effect Jan. 1, and while all of them 
have been hit, all are flourishing and 
making, meantime, the necessary 
constructural changes. 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ ‘Doughgirls’ 
and ‘Suds in Your Eye’ finished out 
on Saturday (8), the first two after 
substantial eight-week runs, the last 
after a middling fortnight at the 
Wilbur. ‘Cherry Orchard’ lit up 
Monday (10) at the Wilbur; ‘Peep- 
, show’ debuts at the Plymouth to- 
|night (11). Premiere of Saroyan’s 
i‘Decent Birth and Happy Funeral’ 
takes place by Tributary (semi-pro) 
Theatre on Friday (14). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Plymouth (1,- 
424; $2.75). Old timer finished 8- 
week stand here on Saturday (8) for 
a pleasant estimated $8,000. Had its 
ups and downs here, but generally 
very profitable. ‘Peepshow’ current 
here now. 

‘Doughgirls,’ Colonial (1,437; $2.75). 
Finished 8-week run here on Satur- 
day (8) at tasty $9,500, estimated. 
Starting pace close to $20,000 and had 
uneven biz all tnrough, but no re- 
grets. Show traveling prior to Balto 
stand. House forced to close second 
balcony as of Jan. 1, but necessary 
building adjustments under way. 
Dark this week. 

‘Mexican Hayride,’ Shubert (1,500; 
$3.85-$4.40 Sats.). Sellout with great 
advance, doing capacity $31,000 es- 
timated. Here through Jan. 22. 

‘Suds in Your Eye,’ Wilbur (1,300; 
$2.75). Finished two-week stand 
here on Saturday (8) with estimated 
$9,000 and moved out for N. Y. de- 
but. ‘Cherry Orchard’ opened big 
here Monday (10). 

‘Student Prince,’ Onera House (3,- 
500; $2.75). Neat estimated $12,000 
for old fave, first week. 


Kiss’ 126, ‘Chatterley’ 
$8,000, L.A. Back to Norm 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Legit locally has returned to aver- 
age weekly takes following holiday 
flurries with no new lightings sched- 
uled for next few weeks. Down- 
town sector has ‘Kiss and Tell’ at 
the Biltmore pulling estimated $12,- 
000 for second week after same on 
first seven days. ‘Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover’ at the Belasco geared for 
$8,000 on second week, with same 
figure for first. Show opens at the 
Geary, San Francisco, Jan. 16. 

Ken Murray’s ‘Blackouts of °44’ 
settled back to its customary $14,500 
for the 8lst week after going sky- 
high for just under $20,000 for New 
Year’s Eve week. ‘Yours for Fun’ 
has: $8,500 coming up on llth week 
after solid $13.800 over last holiday 
week, ‘New Meet the People’ at the 
Assistance League, also. bettering 
$4.200 current week after whopping 
$5,700 for last stanza, its 23rd. 


‘Eileen’ NSG $7,500 
In 3d Pittsburgh Date 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. 

Coming back to town for its third 
engagement, ‘My Sister Eileen’ was 
just so-so last week at Nixon. 

At $2.20 top, it played to around 
$7,500, not too bad considering fact 
that comedy had been here on two 
other occasions and the screen ver- 
sion had such a long and profitable 
run. 

Cast got its notice opening night 
at the Nixon and show will end its 
travels in Toronto Saturday (15) 
after being out less than three 
weeks. Before coming here, it split 
a few nights among Trenton. where 
show opened, Reading and Allen- 
tewn. 


San Carlo 10G. Buffalo 
Buffalo, Jan. 11. 
San Carlo Opera. in six shows at 
the Erlanger last part of past week 
at $2.20 top. rang up resounding tally 
estimated at over $10,000. 








} 

















$31,000 in Boston 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan, 12-22) 





‘Abie’s Irish Rose’—New Park, 
Woonsocket, R. I. (12); Mun. Aud., 
Worcester, Mass. (14-15); Lyric, 
Bridgeport (17-19); Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (20-22). 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (2d Co.)—Ly- 
ceum. Minneapolis (12); Parway, 
Madison, Wis. (14-15); Davidson, 
Milwaukee (17-22). 

‘Aldrich Family’ (‘What a Life’ )— 
Lafayette, Detroit (12-22). 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace (2d Co.)— 





Aud., St. Paul (12); Lyceum Min- 
neapolis (13-15); Orpheum, Cedar | 
Rapids (17); Orpheum, Davenport | 


(18); Shrine Aud., Des Moines (19); | 
Music Hall, Kansas City (20-22). 

‘Blackouts of 1943’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (12-22). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (12-15); American, St. Louis 
(17-22). | 

‘Blossom Time’—Drake, Oil City, 
Pa. (12); Ceramic, East Liverpool, O. | 
(13); Park, Youngstown (14-15); | 
Colonial, Akron (17); Palace, Canton | 
(18); High School Aud., Steubenville 
(19): Aud., Newark, O. (20); Hippo- 
drome, Marietta, O. (21); Virginia, 
Wheeling, W. Va. (22). 

‘Blossom Time’ (2d Co.)—Cox, Cin- | 


cinnati (12-15); Cass Detroit (16-22). 
‘Cherry Orchard’ — Wilbur, Boston | 


(12-22). 
‘Corn Is Green’ — Metropolitan, | 
Seattle (12-15); Strand, Vancouver 


(17-19); Temple, Tacoma (20); Aud., | 
Portland, Ore. (21-22). | 

‘Curtain Time’ (vaude) — Curran, | 
San Francisco (12-22). 


| 

‘Decision’—Playhouse, Wilmington | 

(21-22) (premiere). 

‘Doughgirls’ (2d Co.) « Shubert, | 

New Haven (12-15); Ford’s, Balti- | 
more (17-22). 

‘Doughgirls’ (3d Co.) — Walnut, | 

| 


Philadelphia (12-22). 

Gilbert and Sullivan—Studebaker, 
Chicago (12-22). 

‘Good Night Ladies’ — Blackstone, 
Chicago (12-22). 

‘House in Paris’—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (17-22) (premiere). 

‘Jane Eyre’—Hanna, Cleveland (12- 
15); Aud., Rochester, N. Y. (17-18); 
Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. (19); Erlanger, 
Buffalo (20-22). 

‘Janie’—Nixon, Pittsburgh (12-15). | 

‘Junior Miss’ — Geary, San Fran-) 
cisco (12-15): Civic Aud., San Jose, | 
Cal. (16); Aud., Oakland (17); Senter | 
High School, Sacramento (18);| 
White, Fresno (19); Concert Hall, | 
Long Beach, Cal. (20); Russ Aud., | 
San Diego (21-22). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (12-22). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (3d Co.)—Ford’s, 
Baltimore (12-15); National, Wash- 
ington (17-22). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (4th Co.) —Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (12-22). 

‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’—Belas- 
co, Los Angeles (12-15); Geary, San 
Francisco (16-22). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Cg.)—Hart- 
man, Columbus, O. (12-15); Hanna, 
Cleveland (17-22). 

‘Maid of the Ozarks’—Wilson, De- 
troit (12-22). 

‘Marianne’ — National, Washington 
(12-15). 

‘Mexican Hayride’ — Shubert, Bos- 
ton (12-22). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto (12-15). 

‘New Meet the People’—Assistance | 
League Playhouse, Hollywood (12-| 
22). 

‘Oklahoma’ (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (12-22). 

‘Patriots’ — Cass, Detroit (12-15); 
Cox, Cincinnati (17-22). 

‘Peep Show’—Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (13-15) (premiere); Plymouth, 
Boston (17-22). 

‘Porgy and Bess’— Temple, Sag- 
inaw Mich. (12); Michigan, Lansing 
(13): Keith’s, Grand Rapids (14-15); 








Erlanger, Buffalo (17-19); Shea’s, 
Erie, Pa. (20); Park, Youngstown 
(21-22). 


‘Something for the Boys’—Forrest, 
Philadelphia (12-22). 

‘Sons o’ Fun’—Civic, Chicago (12- 
22). 

‘Student Prince’ — Opera House, 
Boston (12-15); Metropolitan, Provi- 
dence (17); Bushnell] Aud., Hartford 





(18); Court Square, Springfield, 
Mass. (19); Shubert, New Haven 
(20-22). 


apolis (12-15); Hartman. Columbus, | 
O. (17-22). 
‘Tomorrow the World’ (24 Co.)—) 
Selwyn, Chicago (12-22). 
‘Unexpected Honeymoon’ 
Northern, Chicago (12-22) 
‘Vincent Youmans’ Revue’ — 
Mosque, Newark (21-22) (premiere). 
‘Wall Flower’ — Locust, Philadel- 
phia (12-22). 
‘Without Love’ 
Louis (12-15). 
‘Yours for Fun’—Music Box, Holly- 


— Great 


St. 


American, 








wood (12-22). 


| week) 
| nounced to close last Saturday (8), 


| ful 


B'way Leaders Stand Up Strongly; 
‘Over 21’ Sock $17,300 in Ist Week 


‘Inn 1G 5 

There was a natural reaction in 
Broadway business after New Year's 
week but the leaders stood up ex- 


cellently. Several sudden withdraw- 
als were not unexpected. Three 


new attractions open this week, one | 


| having been postponed from last 
week. 
‘Over 21’ appears to be the newest 


comedy hit on the list while ‘Voice 
of the Turtle.’ another fresh laugh 
show, is definitely the most solid new 
straight play of the season. ‘Ram- 
shackle Inn,’ which opened last week, 
appears to have a fair chance. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ Beck (8th 
week) (M-1,214: $4.40). After soar- 


|ing during New Year’s week, busi- 


ness dropped sharply to around $18,- 
000, fairly good at that level. 


‘A Lady Comes Home,’ Playhouse. 


Was supposed to have opened last | 
| week but date cancelled: ‘The Duke 


of Darkness’ due here Jan. 24. 
‘Angel Street,’ Golden 
week) (D-789: $3.30). 
well last week and approached $8.,- 
500; was only show on block which 
played Sunday (9) and drew okay 

business. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Hudson 
(157th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Has 
completed three-year stay and may 
go along through winter; turned 
some profit last week at approxi- 
mately $7,500. 

‘Carmen Jones,’ Broadway (6th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Best grosser 
on Broadway and aimed for cleanup: 
quoted over $41,500 last week; five 
parties at slight concession. 

‘Doctors Disagree,’ Bijou (CD-608: 
$3.30). In final and third week; had 
fair first week, then tapered to 
around $5,500. 

‘Early to Bed,’ Broadhurst (30th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Has made 
goodly run though off considerably 
except during holiday week; rated 
around $18,000. 

‘Harriet,’ Miller (37th week) (D- 
940; $3.85). Has always been up 
with the better grossers and last 
week went well over $14,000; strong 
for straight play, giving three mati- 
nees and five nights. 

‘Jackpot,’ Alvin (M-1,327: $4.40). 
Presented by Vinton Freedley: musi- 
cal with book by Guy Bolton, Sidney 
Sheldon, Ben Roberts; score by How- 
ard Dietz and Vernon Duke; very 
well liked out of town; opens Thurs- 
day (13). 

‘Janie,’ Mansfield (69th week) (C- 
1,001; $3.30). Holding up profitably 
and may extend “into spring; last 
week estimated around $8,500. 

‘Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (42d 
week) (C-920; $3.30). While not get- 
ting strong grosses of autumn, is 
still making money, and so are road 
companies; $12,000 estimated. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (215th 
week) (D-1,082; $3.30). eaction at 
boxoffice after excellent holiday 
week expected but takings last week 
very good, gross bettering $12,500. 

‘Listen, Professor,’ Forrest (3rd 
(CD-1,060; $3.30). Was an- 


then management decided to con- 
tinue; got bit over $4,000, half of 
that on Saturday; three theatre par- 
ties this week. 

‘Lovers and Friends,’ Plymouth 
(6th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Got 
$19,000 or slightly more last week; 
while that its under previous capac- 
ity gait. figure plenty big. 

‘Oklahoma,’ St. James (4lst week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40). Is still the favorite 
among visitors and continues to sell 
out all times; $30,600 with standees. 

‘One Touch of Venus,’ Imperial 
(14th week) (M-1,327; $4.40). Heavy 
demand for tickets also applies here 
and this musical, too, plays to 
standees; $3,500. 

‘Outrageous Fortune,’ 48th Street. 
Was taken off last Saturday after 10 
weeks; started fairly well. 

‘Over 21,’ Music Box (1st week) 
(C-1,001; $3.30). Distinctly favorable 
press with one exception and climbed 


to capacity before end of week; 
quoted over $17,300. 
‘Ramshackle Inn,’ Royale (ist 


week) (CD-996; $3.30). Drew doubt- 
press but did fairly well with 
around $7,000 in first five perform- 
ances. 

‘Rosalinda,’ 46th Street (63d week) 
(O-1.347; $3.30). Leaving for road 


| Jan. 15; did fairly well last week at | 
; approximately $18,000: ‘One Touch of Lali 
‘Tobacco Road’ — English, Indian-| Venus’ will aeue over from Im-| down to $7,200 in the post-holiday 


perial. 

‘Suds in Your Eyes,’ Cort (C-1,064: 
$3.30). Presented by Katherine 
Brown and J. H. Del Bondio; written 
by Jack Kirkland; opens tonight 
(Wed.). 

‘Seuth Pacific,’ Cort. Was yanked 
Jan. 1 after five performances. 

‘Stars on Ice.’ Center (75th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3.000; $1.65). Under- 
estimated for New Year's week. 
when in 12 performances the takings 
were quoted around $46.000; around 
$23.000 last week. okav. 

‘Storm Operation,’ Belasco (D-1.- 
097; $3.30). Postponed from last 


(109th | 
Held up very | 


Shows, Turtle’ 216 


week because of illness of a lead; 
opened last night (Tuesday), 


‘The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (54th 
week) (C-997; $3.30). There’s a line 
at boxoffice right along despite long 
stay and should extend into warm 
| weather; off but very good at $14,- 
000 last week. 

‘The Voice of the Turtle.’ Morosco 
(Sth week) (CD-995: $3.30). Sock 
comedy topped $21,000; standees at 
$2.20 per; has advance sale of 
$129,000. 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ Barrymore 
(39th week) (D-1,064: $3.30). One of 
list’s good things: not as big as 
earlier this season but turning week- 
ly profit; $12,500 estimated. 

‘The Two Mrs. Carrclls,’ 
, (23d week) (R-712: $3.30). 
| back strongly, with gross 
$14,000, not much 
pace. 


‘3 Is a Family,’ Longacre (35th 
| week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Getting mod- 
erate money, with last week's tak- 
ings around $7,000. about even break 
| but expected to stick. 

‘Victory Belles,’ Ambassador (9th 

week) (C-1,105; $3.30). With cutrates, 
| weekly count puny at estimated $2,- 
| 500. 
‘Winged Victory,’ 44th Street (7th 
| week) (D-1,509; $4.40). Only ‘Carmen 
| Jones’ getting more; advance sale 
; seems to be getting stronger; gross 
| quoted over $36,500. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies, Winter Garden 
(4lst week) (R-1,523;: $4.40). Has 
varied somewhat, with last week’s 
| gross estimated at around $30,000; 
| costly to operate: may move to Im- 
| perial; ‘Mexican Hayride’ likely suc- 

cessor. 





Booth 
Came 
around 
under autumn 


Revivals 
‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (23d 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). One of the 


season’s winners which is likely to 
play well into spring; rated around 
$25,000 last week. 

‘Othello,’ Shubert (11th week) (D- 
1,325; $3.30). Tickets on sale into 
early spring; great business for 
Shakespearean drama; close to $24,- 
000, capacity. 

Extra 

‘Our Town,’ N. Y. City Center (D- 
2,693; $1.65). Revived for city-oper- 
ated house by Jed Harris; in for 
two weeks, with Marc Connelly playe 
ing lead; opened Monday (10). 


‘JACKPOT’ $26,000 
IN WASH. TRYOUT 


Washington, Jan. 11. 

‘Jackpot,’ the new Vinton Freedley 
musical comedy, gathered estimated 
$26,000 in eight performances at the 
National theatre last week. Sold out 
every performance, except matinee, 
after uesday. ‘Marianne,’ which 
opened Monday, came in with an ad- 
vance sale of $9,000. 


‘Kiss and Tell’ comes in Jan. 17 
for two weeks. Theatre has contrib- 
uted house to President's Birthday 
Ball for the ‘Command Perform- 
ance’ and the comedy will suspend 
on Sunday, Jan. 23, to let ‘Voice of 
the Turle’ entertain a $5.50 audience. 
It will be followed by ‘Student 
Prince’ for two weeks, after which 
comes ‘Life With Father’ for a fort- 
night. 


Marianne’ Poor $6,000 
In Baltimore Tryout 


Baltimore, Jan. 11. 
‘Marianne,’ new musical produced 
by B. P. Schulberg and Marion 
Gering, came into Ford's last week 
for poor take of less than $6,000. 
Drew generally poor press. 


— 











‘Patriots’ $14,500 
In ist Week, Det. 


Detroit, Jan. 11. 
Following after Olsen and John- 
son’s ‘Sons o’ Fun,” which clicked up 
$44,000, a new house record, in its 
second week at the Cass. “The 
Patriots’ emerged with $14,500 in its 


| first week at the house. It con- 
tinues for a second week. 
‘The Aldrich Family’ ‘ex-‘What a 





Life’), in its second week at the 
Lafayette with a $1.65 top, settled 


week after the first week’s 10 per- 
formances produced a great $17,000. 


’ 
‘Eyre’ 10G, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 
In three nights and a matinee last 
week at the 2,100-seat Lyceum here, 
‘Jane Eyre,’ scaled at $2.75 top, 
grabbed a good $10,000. Critics 
praised the performances of Sylvia 
Sidney and Luther Adler, but panned 
the play. 
Previously the same show grossed 
a fine $2,500 for a one-nighter at the 
| St. Paul Auditorium. 
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OBITUARIES 


HAP WARD 
Hap Ward, 76, died at his apart- 


ment in New York Jan. 3 after a 
lingering illness. 
Ward actually started in show 


business when he and a chap named 
Earl teamed. Ward, then O'Donnell, 
adopted the name of Earl’s partner, 
whom he replaced. The partner's 
name was Ward. In his early days 
in show business he worked at! 
Captain Putnam's variety theatre in 

Richmond, Va., and a meeting late 

with Harry Vokes began a friend- 

ship that resulted in the two team- 

ing for a blackface act. Shortly | 
thereafter they discarded the black- 

face and became a tramp act, which 

became a spectacular success. 

Ward, whose real name was John 
O'Donnell, began his stage career 
in the 1880's, when he was of the 
team of Ward and Vokes, tumbling 
tramp comic combination. The late 
George M. Cohan in his early pro- | 
fessional years was Ward’s protegee | 
and their close friendship endured 
thereafter. Last July 4, when the} 
first anniversary mass of the Four | 
Cohans was held, Ward insisted on 
attending, though illness had pre- 
vented him for months from leav- 
ing his home. 

Ward and Vokes scored first as | 
‘Harold and Percy’ at Tony Pastor's | 
vaude theatre on 14th street, N. Y., 
and topped one of the variety road 
outfits toured by the showman. 
Team then expanded and starred in 
‘The Floor Walkers’ and ‘A Pair of 
Pinks. They were pop-priced mu- 
sicals not shown on Broadway but | 
piesented at the Grand Opera House 
at $1 top. Ed D. Stair presented the 
comics in the musicals and Ward be- 
came a partner in midwestern the- 
atres with Stair, who later formed 
the Stair and Haviland circuit, play- 
ing pop-priced legiters. 

Ward's last stage appearance was | 
in a Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ about 20 years | 
ago. At that time he was part| 
owner of the Majestic, Brooklyn; | 
Great Northern, Chicago, and the- | 
atres in Detroit, Cleveland and Pitts- | 
burgh. Upon retirement he opened | 
a road house near Boston but closed | 
it when prohibition came. He en- | 
tered the agency field and supplied 
casts for shows produced by Cohan, | 
A. H. Woods and Sam H. Harris. At 
one time it was said that Ward was 
worth nearly $1,000,000, which in- 
cluded theatre interests, but he died 
virtually broke. 

He is survived by his widow, 
former Lucy Daly, to whom he was 
wed for 47 years. She was a Broad- 
way musical comedy name on her 
own, appearing in shows at 
former Casino. One of her brothers 
was Dan Daly, comic in ‘The Belle 
of of New York. 





| Kearney, died early 


| Was 
| ‘School for Scandal,’ also with Miss| 


the | 


| West 72nd Street today (Wednesday ) 


| 
+ 9 T 
Ward was one of the founders of | 4t 12 Noon. 


the Catholic Actors Guild, a mem- | 


ber of the NVA and a Lamb. A 
requiem mass was celebrated in the 
Actors Chapel of St. Malachy’s. In- 
terment was in Malden, Mass. 


CHARLES E. KING 

Charles E. King, 52, veteran vaude, 
musical comedy and film star, died 
yesterday at the U. S. hospital 
London, of pneumonia which devel- 
oped from a cold which he con- 
tracted while on the high seas. He 
was to have played army and navy 


in|} 


bases under USO-Camp Shows, Inc. | 


auspices. 

A native New Yorker, born in 1889, 
King went into vaudeville and musi- 
cal comedy around 1915 when he 
teamed with Elizabeth Brice in a 
song and dance act. At the peak of 
their career, this partnership earned 
33.500 weekly. They starred in the 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and many Dilling- 
ham productions. While still at the 
top the pair split and King married 
Lila Rhodes, niece of the late George 
M. Cohan who 
Josephine Cohan, of the 
Cohans. He subsequently appeared 
in many Geo. M. Cohan musicals. 

He reached the climax of his ca- 
reer with appearances in talking pics | 
tures, notably the (first edition of 
‘Broadway Melody’ in 1928. Since 


understudied | 
Four | 





BIDE DUDLEY 


Bide Dudley, 66, veteran drama | 
critic and author, died at Polyclinic | 
hospital, New York, Jan. 5 after a| 
prolonged illness, 

Dudley had been reviewing plays 
over station WOR, New York, when 
stricken. He had also done a col- 
umn for the N. Y. Sunday Inquirer, 
and had recently aligned with Ber- 
MacFadden’s Physical Culture 


nari 
mag 
Dudley originally came to New 
York Denver and landed on} 
stafY of the then Morning Telegraph. 
In addition to reportorial chores he 
column, ‘Smoke Wreaths,’ | 
ch atiracted Fred Chapin, manag- 
ing editor of N. Y. Evening World, 
who brought him over to that sheet 
in 1914 as drama editor and theatri- | 
cal columnist. He remained there! 
until latter merged with the Tele-| 
gram in 1931. | 
In addition to his newspaper work 
Dudley had authored and co-au-} 
thored a number of legit produc-| 
tions, including ‘Odds and Ends,’ re- | 
vue starring Jack Norworth; ‘The} 
Little Whopper,’ ‘Sue Dear,’ ‘Oh, 
Henry’ ‘Borrowed Love.’ 
Surviving are his daughter, Doris 
Dudley Leahy, stage and screen ac-| 
tress; a son, Bronson Dudley, a dan- | 
cer, and a grandson, Jack Jenkins, | 
who played an important child role 
in the Metro film ‘The Human Com- 
edy.’ Latter is son of his daughter | 
by an earlier marriage. 


from 


did a 


ana 





ANITA ROTHE 
Rothe, retired legit; 
and of James 
Jan. 9 in the! 
Home for Incurables in the Bronx. 
She made her first stage appearance 
in the production of ‘Nero’ at Niblo’s 
Garden, N. Y. She later played in 
‘The Rivals’ and ‘The Road to Ruin.’ 
Following this she appeared in ‘The 
Husbands of Leontine’ at the Madi- 


Anita 
actress, 


ae 
(i, 


widow 


much-needed cash. Later Rickard 
reciprocated by making League a 
bartender in the best Alaskan saloon. 





JOHN E. COCHRANE 


John E. Cochrane, vaude actor and 
one time partner of Charles Mack in 
the Moran and Mack vaude act, The 
‘Two Black Crows,’ died at Veteran’s 
hospital, Jefferson, Mo., Jan. 8. 

Cochrane was one of several part- 
ners who appeared in the Moran and 
Mack act after Mack's original part- 
ner, George Moran, walked out in 
dispute over salary split. Charles E. 
Mack who was killed in auto acci- 
dent in 1934 had owned the act out- 
right and never split salary with any 
of his partners, they being in on a 
salary basis. 

Since retiring from show business 
some years ago, Cochrane became a 
traveling salesman. 


EDWARD McGOLDRICK 
Edward McGoldrick, 69, 
of Philadelphia's famous 
mont’s minstrels, died last week in 
that city after a short illness. He 
started in the theatre at the age of 


member 
old Du- 


14 and was known as the ‘Boy Basso’ | 


when he sang with Frank Dumont’s 
troupe. 

After leaving the minstrels in 1917, 
McGoldrick traveled Keith's circuit 
with a vaudeville skit. Recently he 


operated a nitery the Minstrel Tav-| 


ern in Philly with his son, Edward, 
Jr. 





JOHN H. YOUNG 
John H. Young, 86, retired scenic 
artist, died at his home in North 


Pelham, N. Y., Jan. 5. 
A native of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
he began his career as scenic artist 


|} in Chicago and later came to New 


York. Prior to retirement he had 
designed sets for many legit produc- 
tions, including those of Florenz 
Ziegfeld, Earl Carroll, George White, 
David Belasco and George M. Cohan. 

Survived by widow, two sons and 
an adopted daughter. 


MADGE TEMPLE 
Madge Temple, 





former musical 


son Square theatre, and was in the |Comedy star, who appeared in ‘Floro- 


original cast of ‘Captain Jinks of the | 
Horse Marines’ with Ethel Barry- 
more at the Garrick theatre, and 
continued as a member of her com- 
pany for a number of years, appear- 
ing in ‘Cousin Kate,’ ‘Lady Fred- 
erick,’ ‘Her Sister,’ ‘Mrs. McChesney,’ 
‘The Kingdom of God,’ and ‘Scarlet 
Sister. Mary.’ Her last appearance 
in a revival of Sheridan's 





Barrymore 
atre. 

Retiring from the stage in 1940, she 
became a guest at the Actors’ Fund 
Home in Englewood, N. J. 

Funeral services under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund will be held 
at Walter B. Cooke’s Chapel, 117) 


at the Barrymore the- 





FRANK J. HOWARD 
Frank J. Howard, 85, pioneer mo- 
tion picture exhibitor, died in Bos- 
ton Jan. 10. For a number of years 
he had made his home in Brookline, 





Mass. 

Howard was one of the first to 
show moving pictures in this country 
for admission fees when in 1897 he! 


j 


flashed 42-feet of film of ‘The Great | 
Corbett Fight’ on a bedsheet 


using | , 
an Edison Kinetoscope. This was | 
said to have been the first public 


presentation of movies in New Eng-| 
land. Later he founded a film ex- 
change and in 1903 he rented films| 
to vaude houses as added attractions. | 

He entered the theatre end of the 
business with Nathan Gordon, and | 
was president of the company which | 
built theatres in Boston, Lynn, | 
Glouces.er and New Haven. 

Although he had retired from ac- 
tive business for some time, he held 
until his death, the presidency of 
the Princess Theatre Company, 
which conducted theatres in Wake- | 
field and Middleton. 

He leaves a widow, daughter and | 


|! an adopted son, 


ARCHIE LEAGUE | 
Archie League, 77, veteran trouper | 


| studio film library, died Jan. 3, 


dora’ and other successful shows, 
died in Sheffield, Eng., Dec. 8. Sur- 
vived by husband, Herman Darew- 
ski, musical conductor, and two 
sons, 


PATRICK COLLINS 
Patrick Collins, 83, 
the Showman’s Guild of Great 
Britain for 20 years, died at Walsall, 
Staffordshire, Eng., Dec. 8. He was a 
member of Parliament for Walsall 
from 1922-24, 

William Reed, 50, for 18 years as- 
sistant director at Major Studios, 
died Jan. 7 at Veteran Hospital, West 
Los Angeles, of illness contracted 
while making Signal Corps training 
film at Astoria. 

Leaves widow and two daughters, 





Harry H. Schoneman, 70, former 
orchestra leader, died Jan. 6 in Los 
Angeles after a short illness. His 
band was well known in Southern 
California beach resorts from 1893 
to 1918. 





Edward Hannan, 46, head of Metro 

in 
Be- 
fore he joined Metro, 10 years ago, 


Hollywood, of a heart ailment. 


he had been film editor at the Uni- 
versal and Hal Roach studios. 





John L. Black, 80, father of Johnny 
Black, wiiter of ‘Dardanella’ and 


| ‘Paper Doll,’ died Jan. 4 in Hamil- 


ton, O. 
Further details in Music section, 
Frederick Dwight Raymond, 48, 
sound engineer at Metro for 13 
years, died Jan. 2, in Hollywood, 
following a heart attack. 








E. J. Maier, 49, former Coast dis- 


| tributor for Monogram, died Dec. 30 


in Los Angeles. He had retired from 

show business three years ago. 
Mrs. Edith Wagner, 81, mother of 

Jack, Max, Blake and Robert Wag- 


then, he was seen in the musical ‘Sea! who once grubstaked Tex Rickard ; ner, all in the picture business, died 
Legs’ in which he co-starred with) im the Klondike, died in Memphis, | Jan. 3 in Hollywood. 
Collins and Stone, and later in ‘Fab-/ Jan. 3. 


ulous Invalid.’ 


Born in Winchester, Tenn., League | 


For a while, his career went into| had already trouped over most of the 
an eclipse and he bobbed up twe! Uniied States in vaude and _ stock 


years ago in Billy Rose’s Diamond 


when the Alaskan gold rush caught 


Horseshoe in the John Murray An-| him in Seattle. He worked in the- 


derson production ‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet 
Horse. He also toured with the 


try for some time. 

His widow, a son and two daugh- 
ters survive. He will be «'ven a mil- 
itary funeral Saturday (16). 


later played USO shows in this coun- | tages when the latter was a soda pop | monia. 
' 





atres at Skagway and Dawson City, 





L. I. Burns, 61, wardrobe head at 
Warners for 11 years, died Jah, 7 in 
Hollywood after a short illness. 





August Goupil, 32, composer and 
director of South Sea Island dancé 


became a theatre manager in Nome, |numbers, died Jan. 1 in Santa Monica, 
vaude version of this show which befriended the late Alexander Pan-|Cal., following an attack of pneu- 


peddler in a far north op’ry house. 
It was on a long trip down the 
Yukon that he met Rickard, then a 





Mrs. Robert North, 56, wife of the 
Republic producer, died Jan. 11 in 


gambler and broke, let him have} Hollywood after a long illness. 


president of | 


Continued from page 1 


ous that it is absolutely fascinating. 
It is one of the best entertainments 
available on Broadway (and there 
are a lot of good shows available 
this season).’ Reviewer had started 
the ndtice by saying it was a ‘bad’ 
play. 

After the first editions of Jast 
Thursday's (6) World-Telly, the no- 
tice was toned down, evidently by 
editorial order. In the original ver- 
sion of the review, critic referred to 
one actor ‘as the corniest, mugginest 
ham in the business,’ with the pos- 
sible exception of another actor 
(whose name was mentioned) in ‘21.’ 





|Latter otherwise drew  favorabdle 
|mention. As the first editions go out 
| of town, it is reported that drama 


by several ‘notices’ referring to ‘2! 
as opposed to the balance of the New 


York press. 
Directly adjacent to the Rascoe 
notice on ‘Inn,’ Max Gordon, who |} 


produced ‘21,’ inserted an extra-space 
jad, using hit quotes from other crit- 
ics. On top of the insertion was the 
line: ‘All Out of Step But Jimmy 
Rascoe.’ 

Followup comment on shows in 
Saturday's (8) World-Telly was 
headed ‘Ghostly Ramshackle Inn De- 
lightfully Ghostly,’ Rascoe referring 
to the show as a ‘humdinger of a 
play’...which I found as utterly de- 
lightful as ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’.’ 
Latter has just passed the three-year 


run mark on Broadway (Hudson). 
There was no further reference to 
| ‘21’ in that article. 
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desks outside the city were confused | 


MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Lincoln to Joe Freeman, 
'Greensburg, Pa., Dec. 24. He's a 
WB manager in_Johnstown, Pa. 

Lucille Manners to Lt. William J, 
Walker, Jan,. 6, -Short Hills, N. J, 
Bride is concert and radio soprano, 

Ge Ge Pearson to Hal Gerard, Jan. 
1, Las Vegas, Nev. Both are in Coast 
radio, teaming as ‘Uncle Ge and 
Aunt Ge Ge.’ 
| Iva Belle Asbury to Leon (Zeke) 
Canova, Upland, Cal., Dec. 31. Groom 
is a film actor and brother of Judy 
Canova. 

Elizabeth Evans to Don Kaye, San 
Francisco, Jan, 4. Groom is band- 
| leader. 
| Mary Treen to Pvt. Herbert Pier- 
|son, Jan. 10, Hollywood. Bride is film 
comedienne. 


BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. Mack Martin, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 31. Father is a 
night club comic; mother is Shirley 
| Ray of the films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Yarbrough, 
|} daughter, Los Angeles, Jan. 3. Father 
| is an associate producer-director at 
| Universal. 











Mr. and Mrs. John Flinn, Jr., 
| daughter. Hollywood, Jan. 7. Father, 


son of John C. Fiinn, is 
publicity staff. 


on Warners 


Mr. and Mrs. Lon Johnson, daugh- 


ter, Detroit, Jan. 2. Father is man- 
ager of Lancaster theatre, River 
Rouge, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Goldberg, 


daughter, Detroit, Jan. 3. Father is 
| partner in Schram & Goldberg Cir- 
cuit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Geiler, son, 
New York, Dec. 29. Father, formerly 
| with the William Morris Agency in 
'New York, is now in the Army. 











——-— 


[ 

} a | 
streets at 9 or 10 p.m. and whether 
16 or 18 year-old kids will come 
under the regulation. 

At this Jan. 4 meet, one spokes- 
man, unofficially representing the- 
atres, recommended that police per- 
mit a red-light district so that vice 
elements could be drained away 
from the stem and where it could be 
more easily regulated. Some sections 
of the police department were in- 
clined to agree with this view, but 





Continued from page 1 


ity of asking Army and Navy au- 
thorities to double present comple- 
ment of military police and shore 
patrols and have them report for 
duty on Broadway earlier in the 
evening instead of around 10 a.m. 
This is likely to be adopted along 
with a suggestion that MP and SP 
equivalent for WACS, WAVES and 
SPARS also be formed for Stem 
duty. 

Broadway theatres have had their 
hands full with juve delinquency 
problem for some time. Many man- 
agements reported cases of erotic be- 
havior in their houses, but hestitated 
to hand cases over to the police fear- 
ing scandalous repercussions, 

Showmen queried said that curfew 
would have no appreciable effect on 
attendance, as most kid trade comes 
at matinees or early evening. They 
said they would be glad to cooper- 
ate in enforcing regulations as cur- 
few would also end a vexing situa- 
tion with them. 


NSG New Year’s 


Continued from page 1 























through any double-header version 
when the real Dec. 31 came around; 
and (2), it proved that the spending 
is consistent, not sporadic. 

Thus, the former pre-war bunch 
who saved up for the big whoopee 
have really been on a_ consistent 
binge all through the fall and winter, 
so another night out meant nothing 
unusual. And, of course, the con- 
servative bunch stayed away more 
| so than ever before. 

But on top of this, the bistro boni- 
faces soon learned that»even amidst 
abnormally good times, the bubble 
can burst—but fast. It did for many 
|a spot New Year's Eve. 

Possible end of the ‘golden era’ 
was pointed up by failure of two 
N. Y. niteries to resume after the 
holiday. The Folies Bergere folded 
Jan, 3 after five days’ operation, and 
the Cotton Club shuttered the fol- 
lowing day. Latter may be reopened 
by Artie Jawitz, operator of the late 
Riobamba, but American Guild of 
Variety Artists insists that he’ll have 
to pay $1,120 owed performers, be- 
fore it will okay the move. 





Bob Chester's orch to Salt Lake 
City for three weeks at the Rainbow 
Ballroom, followed by picture com- 
mitments in Hollywood. 





idea was howled down by the clergy. | 
Committee also discussed feasibil- | 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Brewster, 
| daughter, Dec. 29, Paterson, N. J. 
|Father is with the Glenn Miller 
Singers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sinatra, 


son, 


Jersey City, Jan. 10. Father is 
screen and radio singer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Enric Madriguera, 


daughter, N. Y., Jan. 5. 
the bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Manning, son, 
New Rochelle, N. Y., Jan. 6. Father 
is theatrical attorney. 


Father is 





, ee 


Pix Bond Bally 
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in connection with the Fourth War 
Loan campaign. Purpose of short is 
to show just what the price in men 


and material is in capturing one 
small island. 

Complete story of battlefield 
actualities including dead U..S. 


fighters, surgeons operating near the 
battle zone and even closeups of 
casualties is given, according to pre- 
view witnesses. 


’Frisco ‘Jamboree’ 


San Francisco, Jan. 11. 

‘The Greatest show in San Fran- 
cisco’s history’ is the slogan of the 
city’s motion picture theatres for the 
‘Victory Jamboree’ which will open 
the Fourth War Loan drive here 
Jan. 17. 

Cliff Giesseman, RKO district 
manager, chairman of the entertain- 
ment committee, says that the Jam- 
boree will last for more than three 
wiours. Martha Raye and Chico 
Marx are already signed for the 
;review with other Hollywood 
celebrities expected. The city’s 
night clubs, which will include Ben 
Blue from Slapsie Maxies’ and 
Romo Vincent from the Bal Tabarin, 
will co-operate. 

Admission will be by the purchase 
of bonds only, and ticket sale has 
already started at all downtown and 
neighborhood theatres. 





D. C. Drive 
Washington, Jan. 11. 

D. C. film theatres have set a goal 
for the Fourth War Loan at 20%. 
more bonds than were sold in the 
last drive, and the town has been 
blocked out into zones by A. J. 
Brylawski, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners here, to 
nelp the work. 

Showmen are backing a War Loan 
bond matinee of Ice-Capades of 
1944 on Jan. 29. Matinee is the par- 
ticular baby of the Variety Club and 
Radio Station WRC, the NBC outlet, 
which is plugging the bond sale 
over the air. Carter Barron, Loews 
division manager, heads the com- 
mittee. 





Herb Miller, bandleader brother of 
Glenn Miller, goes into the Army at 
Greeley, Colo., next week. His band 
has been taken over by Frank 
Schenck, pianist. 
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Broadway 


Max Lief back to the Coast and pix 
writing. 

Louise (Mrs. Bugs) Baer out and 
about again. 

Bill Rodgers, Metro v.p., to Florida 
for a rest soon. 

Bill ‘(Gay 90s) 
still bothering him. 


Hardey’s sinuses 


Anne Grosvenor Ayres, ill at Ashe- : 


ville, N. C., now improved. 
Decca making dise album of ‘Car- 
men Jones’ with the original cast. 
Leland Hayward back to the 
Coast; still suffering from laryngitis. 
Mitchef Leisen, Par director, re- 
turns to the Coast next Saturday 


(15). 

Milton Diamond, theatrical attor- 
ney, to Hollywood for two weeks on 
pusiness. 

Walter Reade. circuit-realty ty- 


coon, to Florida to spend the rest of 
the winter. 

Rex Stout 
Writers War 
weeks’ illness. 

Allen Meltzer, WB publicity head 
in N. Y.. on the Coast to huddle with 
Charlie Einfeld. 

Lt. Richard Carlson, USN, around 
town on leave. He’s the former stage 
and screen juvenile. 

Gardner Wilson is ahead of ‘Some- 
thing for the Boys,’ Lou Epstein be- 
ing company manager. 

Herbert J. Yates off to Hollywood 
following conclusion of Republic 
sales confab in Chicago. 


back at 
Boal d 


work with 
after several 


Cynthia White’s 25th annual Green- | tr 


wich Village ball will be held at 
Webster Hall Saturday (15) 

Ed Sniderman, recently upped to 
RKO division manager. takes his 
Army physical today (12). 

Pat Allen’s theatrical 
agency, recently burned out of its 
offices, moved to new quarters. 

Kathleen McQueeney, secretary to 
Rocco Vocco for past 10 years, leaves 
end of February to be married. 

Cliff Smith, president of St. Cloud 
circuit in Jersey, consulting N. Y. 
doctors over a stomach ailment. 

Nicholas Napoli, prexy of Artkino 


Pictures, to the Coast in connection | 


with distribution of Soviet films. 
Margaret Lindsay, who closed Sat- 
urday (8) in ‘Another Love Story,’ 
will remain east for another play. 
E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, back home 
from hospitalization for pneumonia, 


coming along nicely despite strep 
throat. 
Arthur Simon, WPEN (Philly) 


g.m., and Jack Robbins joining Al 
Jolson at the Surrey hostelry, Miami 
Beach. 

Boxing Writers’ Association will 
hold annual dinner in tap room at 


Ruppert’s Brewery next Wednes- | 
day (19). 
Chucho Martinez goes into the 


Havana-Madrid, after having started 
at La Conga where he first came to 
attention. 

Dan Parker profiled Jimmy Du- 
rante in last week's Collier’s, anent 
his show business comeback, which 
is ‘colossal.’ 

The Nat Kahns (‘Variety’) parents 
for a second time; ditto the Don 
Walshes, also of the home-office edi- 
torial staff. 

Jake Wilk, WB eastern production 
exec, wintering in town for a couple 
of months until the Westchester 
winds relax. 

Johnny Carroll, radio singer now 
in ‘One Touch of Venus,’ understudy- 
ing Kenny Baker, in anticipation of 
latter’s induction. 

Arthur S. Lyons left for the Coast 
Friday (7). While here he expressed 
interest in film rights to several legit 
and book properties. 

Mrs. Marjorie Wilton, Station 
KMOX, St. Louis, visiting brother 
Arnold Stoltz, director of exploita- 
tion for United Artists. 

Storm last week obliterated 24-sheet 
show business service flag in Times 
Square. It was restored on perma- 
nent plywood foundation. 

Joseph Feldman. assistant zone 
manager for the Warner circuit in 
Pittsburgh, was in town last week 
negotiating booking deals. 

R. J. (Bob) O'Donnell, v.p. and 
general manager of the Interstate 
circuit, back to Dallas after N. Y. 
homeoffice Par conferences. 

Paramount Pep Club starts a series 
of calisthenics and swimming for 
girl members next Tuesday (18) at 
the Henry Hudson hotel, N. Y. 

Al Knight will be in charge of the 
legit casting department being added 
to the General Amusement Co. 
agency, headed by Tommy O'Keefe. 

Capt. Dick Fishell, WHN sports- 
caster and ‘Variety’ football prog- 
nosticator, a _ holiday furlougher 
catching up with the Gotham scene. 

Sol Jacobson, of Richmond Maney 
legit publicity office, inducted Mon- 
day (10) in the Army at Allentown, 
Pa. He’s now on a three-week fur- 
lough. 

New autograph-hound fad at the 
major broadcasts is to ask for dis- 
carded scripts, rather than signa- 
tures of the celebrities participating 
therein. 

Delmer Daves took advantage of 
a D. C. to N. Y. weekend to catch 
up with ‘Oklahoma’ and other s:ows 
before going back to Warner Bros. 
studios. 

Tm glad to have done a part not 
Villianous,’ is the way Laird Cregar 
20th-Fox player, expressed himself 
after a Radio Hall of Fame broad- 
cast Sunday night. 

Jerry Cady, 20th-Fox scripter, will 
record the entire acting version of 
Winged Victory,’ while  0.0.ing 


model 


Broadway. 20th is filming the Moss 
Hart Air Corps show. 

Local press agents are sending a 
regular supply of cigars to Cpl. Paul 
Benson, former Stem press agent 
now in India. Recent letters com- 
plained of the shortage. 

Zero Mostel has leased the West 
46th street apartment long occupied 
by Irving Berlin in his bachelor days, 
‘later by Moss Hart and others. Build- 
{ing is still owned by Berlin, 

Newton, Mass., Savings Bank seek- 
ing Hector Dion, actor, with an un- 
;claimed account there. Last known 
address was Screen Club, Broadway, 
‘now out of existence. His heirs will 





| do. 
| 
} 


Cagney productions in the east, doing 
research on pirates at the Public Li- 
brary ins connection with | ‘Port 
| Royal,’ forthcoming starrer for Jim- 
my Cagney. 

Morris Kinzler named advertising 
counsellor for the trade relations di- 
vision of the Fourth War Loan com- 
mittee of the film industry. He is on 
loan from the Kayton-Spiero adver- 
tising agency. 

Margaret Becker, formerly with 
the George Abbott office, and her sis- 
ter Roberta Becker, formerly with the 
Maurice Evans-Margaret Webster of- 
fice, now doing nursing with the Red 
Cross in Alaska. 

Helen Walker. under contract to 

Par, has returned to the Coast after 
four weeks east with her husband, 
Robert Blumofe. of the Par legal de- 
partment, prior to his induction into 
the Army in December. 
Maj. Alexander MacWilliam, Aus- 
alian bomber pilot who was deco- 
rated by King George, hosted by the 
Wirth family at their Forrest Hills 
home. 


Aussie hero, sole survivor of 
a squad of 60, on way home. 

Sarah Rollitts is back in New York, 
having spent the holidays with her 
family in Portland, Ore. Before go- 
ing to Portland she spent three 
weeks on business with her Holly- 
wood office, the Salkow Agency. 

Herman Goldfarb, partner in Gold- 
farb, Miremberg & Vallon. Woody 
Herman's managers, is scheduled for 
an induction physical the last week 
in January. Mike Vallon has already 
been in the Army several months. 
| Leon Schiesinger, producer of car- 
toons for Warners, was in Washing- 
ton over the weekend to confer with 
the Bureau of Aeronautics on a fifth 
short subject he is to make for the 
bureau. He returned to N. Y. Mon- 
day (10). 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


St. Paul has Don Cossack Chorus 
for one-night stand. 





Norman Pyle handling ‘March of 
Dimes’ publicity here. 

Columbia promoted Byron Shapiro 
from booker to salesman. 

Hal McIntyre into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter this week. 

Roy, the magician, back at Curly’s 
|nitery headlining floor show. 

Northwest Variety club held New 
Year’s Eve party for members. 

Beverly Kirk added to Hotei Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace floor show. 

‘Ice-Capades of 1944’ into St. Paul 
Auditorium for six days. Feb. 22-27. 

Andy’s nitery has Coley Bay, 
trained horse, for ‘Gay Nineties’ re- 
vue, 

March 21-April 9 date for annual 
‘Ice Follies’ engagement at Arena 
here. 

Eleanor Murman 
Paramount office 
bride. 

John Fritcher, Paramount booker 
manager, in Abbott hospital for 
check-up. 

Marjorie Garretson back into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room with Dr. Gio- 
vanni, ‘pickpocket, and Joe Por- 
reta’s orchestra. 

Victory show at Auditorium Jan. 
22-27 will display Twin City war 
products and captured Nazi and Jap 
fighting equipment. 

Charlie Jackson, Warner Brothers’ 
salesman, staging gin rummy tourna- 
ment at Northwest Variety club with 
$100 and $50 war bonds for prizes. 

J. L. Stern, ‘Bank Night’ distribu- 
tor, Majestic exchange owner and 
exhibitor, has acquired Independent 
Poster exchange from Donald Gutt- 
man and Paul Mans, 

Record turnout of exhibitors, sales- 
men, etc., at luncheon to discuss in- 
dustry’s part in Fourth War Loan 
drive, with J. J. Friedl, War Activi- 
ties committee chairman, making 
stirring appeal. 


Washington 


Manor Club is newest ntiery. It’s 
in a remodeled mansion. 

Musicians Union, 161, gave a sta- 
tion wagon to the D. C. chapter of 
the American Red Cross. 

‘Ice-Capades’ will give a_ special 
bond performance, sponsored by Va- 
riety Club and radio station WRC. 

Hays office giving a luncheon to 
Francis S. Harmon of War Activities 
committee, with all critics invited. 

Musicians have been officially 
warned by union to watch their in- 
struments. Ten have been stolen re- 
cently. 

Variety Club swore in its new offi- 
cers at Monday Willard luncheon. 
John Allen of Metro is new Chief 
Barker. 

Gloria Lee Brandt, semi-pro ac- 
tress at Catholic University, caught 
by Paramount talent scout and will 
be given screen test, 


resigned from 
staff to become 








o 
Joe Shea, representing William | 





London 


Phil Hyams is latest flu victim. 

Mrs. Les Allen out of hospital after 
major operation. 

Noel Scott has finished new play, 
‘Malta Fever.’ Henry Kendall set for 
lead. 


for production of ‘Half Angel’ some 
time in February. 

William Watt signed Edward Stir- 
ling to produce stage version of ‘Hat- 
ter’s Castle’ in March. 

Moss Empires declared a 
interim dividend of 5°, 
stock for the past year. 

Jack Tracy quit cast of ‘Something 


second 
on ordinary 





for the Boys’ due to differences with 
Frank Adey, stager of piece. 
An American canteen for office 
opened at Grosvenor House, where 
| 1,600 can be fed at 50c a throw. 


Freddie Crump has quit the Nor- 
man Thomas act and joins Maurice 
Winnick vaudeville unit early next 
year. 

Despite the demand fo 
ment in England. 
selling in any greater quantity than 
usual. 


* entertain- 


Stuart Levy, former sales manager 
of International Film Renters. has 
resigned and may align with Renown 
Films. 

George Robey’s daughter is doing 
canteen work for the American Red 
Cross, where she is training to be- 
come a supervisor 





Sir Albert Clavering’s Polytechnic | 


|picture theatre, 700 seater, be 

| taken over by the American army to 
ibe used as rest club, 

| When Hyam Bros. rebuild the 


| Canterbury, damaged 
don’s 1940 blitzes, 
into a massive vaudeville house 
Firth Shephard’s original company 
iof ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
had to curtail its ENSA run due to 
| outbreak of chicken pox in the com- 
| pany. ‘ 


during Lon- 


| theatrical costumer, missing since 


| British Italian invasion and reported | 


| dead, is listed as 

Germany. 

Don Marino Barreto rhumba band. 
regular attraction at the Embassy 
| Club. after six broadcasts by the 
| British Broadcasting Corp., has been 
| given another eight airings, one per 
fortnight. 

Stephen Palos. George Parish an@e 
E. Carrearas have formed new film 
company, Keys Distributors, to dis- 
tribute old films made by Sir Alex- 


now prisoner in 


London Films. 

A threatened strike in London's 
West End theatres was averted by an 
agreement between Association of 
| Theatrical and Kine Employees and 
| Society of West End Managers. Stage 
| staffs are to get a $2 increase. 
| A Naval Officer, Peter Powell. won 
| $500 prize for a best play competition 
| offered by the Arts Theatre Club. 
| Show is titled ‘The Two Children.’ 
j}and was among 600 submitted. It 
will be produced there early in the 
new year, 





tion revue, produced by Flying Offi- 
cer Cecil Landau, to tour the prov- 
inces headed by Frank Formby, 
brother of George Formby. with 25°; 
of profits going to the RAF Benevo- 
lent Fund. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Joanne Holmes, sepia singer. has 
replaced Betty St. Clair at the Music 
Bar. 

Marion Diggans is the new singer 
with Bill LeRoy-Jacques LaBelle 
orch. 

‘Blind Alley’ will 
‘Petticoat Fever’ at the Playhouse, 
opening Feb. 1. 

Jimmy Balmer celebrating 35 vears 
of theatrical association with Harris 
family this week. 

Ida Rose is doing the numbers now 
at Casino, replacing Russell LaValle 
as dance director. 

Burton Holmes opens his annual 
series here at Carnegie Music Hall 
next Tuesday (18). 

Burns Mantle will speak before 
the Pittsburgh Drama League next 
Tuesday night (18). 

Mary Ward in ahead of ‘Marianne’ 
and Gertrude Bromberg here drum- 
beating ‘The Patriots.’ 

Tom Troy, manager of William 
Penn hoted, all right again after a 
tussle with pneumonia. 

Martha Errolle, although widely 
advertised, didn’t show up with Sig- 
mund Romberg here for his concert. 

Marian Abdou is the new secretary 
in KDKA’s sales promotion and ad- 
vertising department, replacing Mae- 
beth Mock. 

Janey Knight new singer with 
Marty Schramm at Hotel Henry, re- 
placing Arlene Day. who has gone 
with Tommy Carlyn band. 

Among bequests by May Beegle, 
concert impresario who died here 
last month, was a trust fund of $2,500 
to Carnegie Tech, to aid students 
seeking a musical education. It'll be 


ship. To her brother, Thomas P. 
Beegle, she left her concert business 
as well as $5.000 in cash. 

Mary Martha Briney. local singer 
and a KDKaA artist for last several 
years, won recent operatic audition 
at City Center. New York, and will 
have leading roles in couple of op- 
eras to be presented during ‘Opera 





E. C. Norman signed Mary Morris | 


records are not} 


they will turn it! 


ander Korda when he was head of | 


‘This Is the Gen,’ RAF Fighter Sta- | 


follow current | 


known as the May Beegle Scholar- | 


Week’ at the New York civic project 
late in February. She'll sing the title 
role in ‘Martha’ and Micaela in ‘Car- 


Chicago 


Chick Kardale is the new local 
' manager for Mills Music Co. 


Al Borde reported negotiating for 








the Colony Club, recently padlocked | 


iby the Government. 

| Will Baker, Republic 
| branch manager, is back at his desk 
| after siege of illness. 

Peter Shayne, former president of 
Moving Picture Operators Union, 
local 110, is in St. Elizabeth’s hos- 
pital with pneumonia. 


Dan Goldberg, co-lessee of thi 
Great Northern theatre, has been 
ducted into the army, and report 
Fort Sheridan the end of the month 

Maf. Wayne King, former banc 
leader, is now deputy director of 


publie relations in the Sixth Service 
Command under Lt.-Col. Yank T: 
lor. erstwhile Chicago Time radio 
eaitor 


Clearance complaint of the C 


| theatre, McHenry, IIl., against the 
|Great States Circuit’s Elgin houses 
the Miller theatre, Woodstock. I] 
and the El Tovar theatre. Crvsial 


Lake. Ill., has been withdrawn by) 
| complainant. 


By Ted Friend 
Harold's 


Club boast adi 
billboards smack up against the At- 
lantic ocean in Florida 

Town quieted down since Duke 


divorce letdown. All gamblers ha 
1a field day as to its outcome 

Club Inferno carries on w-th show 
policy of continuous entertainment 
Features Joy Davis and Dedira 
dancers. plus singer Margie 

The Town House is featuring it 
jf od and the quiet music of Sam 


| Koki and his islanders, with Napua | 
| Stanley Dubens, son of A. Dubens. | 


Wood, island comedian. 
'at the piano organ. 
Rubinoff’s opening at the Troca- 
dero has manager Bob Miller with 
the hottest thing in town on h 
hands. The violinist will have the 
honor of having all schools dismiss 


| children so they can hear him at a | 


|} concert in the State Auditorium. Al) 
civic clubs are after him for appear- 
| ances, 


Berlin ( Gets SOS 


Continued from page 1 = 























that Bornstein had okayed only two 
weeks. 

The business head of the firm took | 
the attitude (1), that Berlin’s ab- 
sence from the country automatically 
ruled him out as an active director, 
in which legal position he is correct 
technically; and (2), that the com- 
pany’s fiscal year ends in June. 
Hence, it is discretionary if Berlin, 
Inc., can pay on the next six months’ 
earnings expectarcy, as had been the 
custom heretofore, when, at Xmas, | 





Pictures | 


Joe Mazzeo | 





Hollywood 


Shirley Ross divorced Ken Dolan. 
Ann Sheridan aired to Mexice City 
}on vacation. 
| John Carradine’s 
Nevada for divorce. 

William Brighton joined the Zeppo 
Marx agency as associate. 

Ken Maynard haled into court to 
de‘end $3.000 alimony suit. 

Charles Barton, film director, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 

Mary Astor's divorce decree from 
Manuel Del Campo became final. 

Joan Blondell announced — she 
would sue Dick Powell for divorce. 

Harry Friedman checked into War- 
ners to handle trade-paner relations 

Liberty Ship Carole Lombard will 
be launched Saturday (15) at San 
Pec QO, 

Lieut. Col. 
full coloneley 
Ingion 
Bob Hope 
al of Profe 
Cle oO 

Capt. Louis Hayward of the 

ines hospitalized with 
trouble, 

Andrews Sisters ‘ off on 
month theatre tour 
chestra. 

Errol Flynn and Martha O'Driscoll 
returned from a camp tour of the 
Aleutians 

Robert Benchley checked in from 

New York for a player role in War- 


wife going te 


Frank Capra upped to 
with quarters in Wash- 


elected to ad 
Golfer 


visory 


ASso- 


b 10Nnal 
Ma- 
bronchial 


three- 
with Mitch Ayres 


ty?! 


ners ‘Janie. 

Franz Werfel, author of ‘The Song 
of Bernadette, improving after sev- 
eral heart attacks 

Aki Tamiroff was elected chief of 
L s Angeles sector of Moscow Art 


iheatre graduates, 
| Edward Small arranged group in- 
' surance for all his employees. to be 
paid for by the company. — 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
advertising director fer 
town for studio huddles. 

Kenneth Thomson returned from 
| Mexico City to assume his new post 


publicity- 
RKO, in 


| with William Morris agency. 

George Lait, war scribe and son 
of Jack Lait, paused in Hollywodd 
on his way to the South Pacific 

Lou Smith, Metro’s New York pub- 
licity chief, in town for studio hud- 
dles after a siege of pneumonia. 

Jackson Parks resigned as Mary 
Pickford’s press agent to join Lester 
Cowan as chief of publicity and ad- 
vertising. 

_ Doris Dudley to Leavenworth, 
Kas., for the funeral of her father, 
Bide Dudley, who died last week in 
New York. 

Fred S. Meyer, of 20th-Fox, named 
by Joseph M. Schenck as active 
chairman of film industry's Infantile 
Paralysis Drive. 

Edward J. Mannix donated $2.250 
to build a bungalow after the war 
at Motion Picture Relief Fund's 
Country House. 

Lois Andrews Jessel, former wife 
of George Jessel. filed a petition to 
restore her maiden name, Kathleen 
Lossaine Gourley. 

William Hopkins, regional director 
of War Manpower Commission, left 
for Washington after huddles with 
labor and studio execs. 

Major Frank Lloyd, former diree- . 


‘the heads of the firm guessed the} tor, awarded the Air Medal for his 


i potentials until the ensuing 


work with the 13th Combat Camera 


June 30. Legalists Gilbert & Gilbert | U%it in the South Pacific. 


{and T. N. Lawler of O’Brien, Dris- 
jeoll & Raftery, respectively, for 


' 





Martha Raye was paged for $18.- 
313, Eddie LeBaron for $3,918. and 
Lewis S. Stone for $1.261 by Uncle 


Bornstein and Berlin, thus had to! Sam for back income taxes. 


| face certain issues. In addition to | 
| Lawler, Berlin also has Hollywood | 
| attorney George Cohen looking after | 
| his interes's. 

Settling Tillie Winslow 


Meantime, Eugene Berger, Holly- | 
wood attorney for Mrs. Tillie Wins- 


low, widow of Max Winslow, who | 
was the third partner in Berlin, Inc.,| floor show at Los Pinos, Guadalajara. 
is finally coming to terms with Born- 


stein for the sale of her remaining 
one-sixth ownership. Berlin had al- 
ready paid her $122,000 for her 
162, %, and Bornstein has to buy up 
the o‘her half of her 3344‘. owner- 
ship before he and Berlin can split 
up the firm. Once both are estab- 
lished as owning 50% outright, they 


of their copyright holdings. This, 
too, is a complicated auditing and ap- 
praising process and will not be set- 
tled for many months. 

Berlin, in order to status quo his 
interests during his ‘Army’ tour, 
merely had arranged for his attor- 
neys, plus Dave Dreyer, professional 
head of the firm, to-OK any new 
publications; or, if in doub*, not to do 
anything unless consulted by cable, 
which has been the custom in all the 
time that Berlin has been abroad. 

The group loyal to Berlin in the 





better rush back to the States is to 
preserve his manpower, especially 
in a period when desirable 
power is at a premium. Dick Arnold, 


and since shifted over to Robbins 


stein on a contract which, it is 
claimed, had been promised him by 
Berlin. The contract having not 
been forihcoming, Arnold made a 
new deal with a competitive pub- 
lisher. Other instances, now er im- 
minent, are cited. 





can start negotiations for the schism | 


firm also aver that the reason he had} 


man- 
former Hollywood head for Berlin’s, | 


Music Corp., is cited as an illustra- | 
tion of having been ‘stalled’ by Born-| 


Will of Gaylord Lloyd, former pro- 
ducer and brother of Harold Lloyd, 
left a claim of $5.360 for the loss of 
one eye in a studio accident as his 
only asset. 


ern 
Mexico City 
Manuel! Gil and Elvira Lodi joined 


Dolores Del Rio, adjudged best 
Mexican actress for 1943, honored at 
| Sans Souci club. 

Chema Davila, pic actress, planed 
| to Los Angeles because of the death 
|; of her mother there. 
| Waikiki night spot reopened. Using 
five acts and orchestra. Four Cords, 
American act, heads current bill. 

Cinematographic arts and sciences 
institute rated ‘Dona Barbara,’ Mex- 
|made pic. as the biggest drawing 
card of 1943. 

Dolores ‘American singer) round- 
ing out a year’s consecutive booking 
as featured singer with Vern Hoag- 
Jund’s band at Ciros. 

Eduardo Hernandez Moncada, as- 
sociate conductor of the Mexican 
symphonie orchestra, goes to station 
XEQ to direct music. 

Lorenzo Carza, top matador, play- 
ing the Jead in pic “Toros, Amor & 
Gloria’ ‘Bulls, Love & Glory). Marie 
Antonieta Pons co-starring. 

Bob Bromley, American pupeteer, 
in for seventh week at El Patio. 
Jacqueline Joyce, contortionist, in her 
fourth week at same spot. American 
acts go big at this nitery. 

Roberto Soto, Mex stage comedian, 
contracted to do movie by Films 
Mundiales. Plata Films signed E!- 
vira Rios, Argentine singer, and 
Conchita Cintron, bullfighting girl 
from Peru. coming back to Mex to 
do film in March. 

American films having big innings 
here. ‘Random Harvest’ in third 
,; week af swanky Metropolitan, Bette 
| Davis’ ‘Old Acquaintance’ in third 
| week at Alameda, ‘The Phantom of 
the Opera’ doing two weeks at Olym- 
| pia, and “Thank Your Lucky Stars,” 
lafter two weeks at Linda Vista, mov- 





| 





jing downtown to Margerit. 
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Special Credits: Joe Vogel. Marvin Schenck, Jesse Kaye. Harry Gourfain and M.C.A. 
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